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Life story oo Jelnora Ouina faker lielacn, ag related to and writien
by Hilms Wiolson, daughter=inelaw. 1959=1965,.

copled with parmission, 1965, By R.0.Baker

siw wor hora Octe. ithy 1878, 4n Beaver City, Utah. The sixth child
of Philip and - arrlet Thompson Uaker. Her brothers and sisters are: Linda
Larrlet Wirsutha, William Phlip, Annie Lovina, .arie Jasimina,

Marie :
/Tm—ief Ray, and wdper Cliffaerd.
The Baker home where she was born and spent her girlheod days was

loeated on north Main, a tidy and very humble home. Their life, as
family was 2 hsppy one, although they had many hardshiss and sorcowse
‘They were always togelher as a family in their work, rccreavion, and
church activities. [Lach morning wnd evening thoy imelt as a Tamily in
prayer; and thankesd btheir Heavenly Father for the blussin s of the day.
llow zrateful tiey werc for food, shelier, clothing, and iaving the priesis
hood in the bome. Many times they were healad sy falth and prayer. 4z a
proup they sang; and played musical instruments. Most of them were (iven
Cods chiicest talents, a gift of :usie, and 8 sens:s of ruwaer. So the
Lfarily nad Dun together. Jhe sald we didn't all heve shoes sometimes,
out we could dance barefooted anyway. Esch avening the rather read from
the ivle to them, as motiier did her sewing. Ths pirls did mendin-,
darning, crocheting and tatudn:. The family sll had souething eonstruce
tive to do, They would pra tice singing together and on thoir musicel
instrumenis. Thev had such jolly iimses when company eame in for the
gvening,

While she was a small child, tho Indians would core to their homos
A Ted of them wers friendly, but the majority were not. She said, "low
frishtenin: 1t wns to look al the window and see Indians loecking inm with
their hands cuppe . over thelr eyes so lhey could ses into the room."
*hen there was trouble with them her father would hide his tamily in a
{dusout) cellar camoufla;sd by straw. One day sn Indian came to thelr
home all festhered and covored with paint, wanted food. Her mother save
him all she could spare bul he wanbed nore. He took her butheher knife
and tried to frighten her by striking a2t her, bolding her by the braid
of her helr; as if to cat it off, The oldest daughter, Mivanths, crawled
oun of the vedroom window end ran for help. Hel: came in the form of
Gelia Pollock, a lar s Irish woman, who came with ihe handle or ‘ranpa
Bskers grindstone in her hand. She ordersd him to leave...le left quite
willin-ly.

Forts Cameron was located two miles east of jeaver. A Military _ase.
I% was also protection fror the Indaipns. It was aluays a thrill i pee
this placz, 1t looked s0 largs and spacious to her as a child, The Hose
pital hed a long porsh 211 around it; both the first and second story.
She and her friends loved to walk around the porch and play hiding seek.
Thelr May ¥alk was slways to Fort Camersn. Her mother would cook & special
traal and they would carry thelr lunch in a pretty basket, A1l of the
eniliren of "eaver would ualk tosether and spend the day playing :ames.
The path to the Fort was used many times by lovers who went for 2 stroll on
Sundsy afternoon.
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‘ler schooling was ot the iaeser Academy (Fort Cameron) where she
graduated under Frofessor Bickley. Sbe also took vocal lessons from hiw
and sang vocal solo's in church, celebrations, besides sinping in the
choir and choruses, She held the position of chorister in Primayry, M I A.
end Sunday School whlle still very young, along with teaaching many clasees
if children in the organisaticus.

In their home, mother and daughters made hats. Pany lovely hata
trimeed with lace flowers amd ribbons. One hat her mother made was 2
atraw, sailor hat with a black sand and streamers down the back. This
hat took first prise at the county fair. The hais wers made from siraw
gat hered from the fleld., This particular hat being in siyle, she was
very proud to wear it, not only because it was styllshj bub bocaise of the
hours her dear mother had spent making it. Of all the hats she had, during
her 1life, her memories went back to the white sailor straw hat, her mother
made lopr her and entered in the fair, It certainly was o prize to her.

Hother Baker alse taught her to weave on the loam. They made linen
cloth, carpete and rugs. She learned to be a good geanstress-to make all
inds of clothing., The teacting of her parents--to save, and to make the
nost of thels resources. This helped her through so many hardships, with
her own family.

In the year 1892 she took a Job working at the woolen mill. Charles
Hislaon of Richfisld was hauling mail from Baaver bo liilford. They soon met
and fell in live. After courting a whils she went to Salt Lake City. Hostly
to think about marriage to Charlsy. While there worked. Very soon
he came to Salt Lake Lo eee ber. They came to Richfimld to meet his family
ani she décided to go hore and prepars for their wedding.

In those days the art of homemeking was btaught in the home. It
consisted of kpowing how Lo make a fire in the stoves, how much fire to have
in the cook stove to bake at the right temperature, how to make and keep
yeast swest and alive for baking. low to make vineger, cure meab, dey vege=
tables and fruit, lmow how to make cerdles, mugi take pride in their lamps,
to keep them shining and brightefilled with cosl oil and their wicks trimmed
just right for the flame-to light their Lome at night. They must know
how te¢ patch, darn, mend, mske quilte, make soap, she muat learn the homes
remedies and how to use each, Lo be able to take sare of her family during
illness. liow important it was to put a white wash cn the line each lMonday
morning. This consisted of carrying tubs of water from the diteh, heating
making suds, sorking the articles properly, scrubbing on the board by hand
each artiels twice, boiling the white tuings to keep them white, all uust
go thru two suds baking each batch in turm of light to dark, and then the
atockings, rinsing and bliing, banging on the 1line in proper form. Then
the guds mist be utilised by serubbing Iloors, chairs, table, porches--
everytingl in sight. The woodwork looked clean and bteautiful in thelr
homeg=-just the natural grain of the wood all shiny and ¢lean.

The mother and sisters helped her to meke a brom from the home
made linens-guilts, crochet dollies, everything hand made, Her wedding
dress, her trousers was amall but practical, zll she nesded,
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They were married Nov 25, 1896 at Beaver, Utah, et her home, They had
a wedding snd shower with {riends and relatives invited. They received
dishes, washboard, tus and boiler, sv they were ready to start their owm
homs. So after a wedding dance, they lert beaver asnd her home to come o
Richrield to live. dAar emotions were as any bride leaving their hamwe and
friends for s new life, and howe of her own. She said, "Therc was a taar,
but she was oh 80 . appy." Starting her iife ss a vride of Charlies, as she
called him. They moved into 2 small house with a dirt roof southwest of
town, (ichfisld) Cctober 1k, 1897, Her first child was born on a very
rainy night. The rain ceme down in torrents and came risht through the
roof. The family of sister-inelwws held pans over the bed to keep Holher dry.
She remembere: the drip=drip- of raln in the pans during the night. %hen
Theris was four days old they moved her y wagenm to Charley's sisteris
home, Alice Jenseme From there when she was aile they moved to a hame ,
also in scuthwest of ilchfield. Hore, Vernal was barn 1099, but she
stated shs was fortunate she co 1d stay ilu ieu 12 duys that tims.

Crarley started as an employee of iichfield Clty, sprin ling streets,
to kewp the dust down. He hed a team nawmed urt end Dock that he used to
pull the water tank throu the streets. This was a very essential job for the
ciiy and we wers thankful %o Lave it. They bought a home on 2nd Fast
1s%e North, and along with the happiness of the new hame a third son Harold
4a8 born 1201, Then in 1903, %essie a 3% 1b, baby girl came to bless their
home. Hother Daker mode a .eod with warm water in a plass Jar and soft cotton,
for the babyl 3She sald she was small, but $he brought loads of Joye. She
was alwgya her Daddy’s pirl. when Ray came in 1906 their happiness and
gratitude was boundless to have Leen 30 blessed with ive children. Other
h mes they lived in wae on hth Bast, ist North, then they moved to 2L5 Dast
1st North where they lived all the remaindey of their lives together.

while the children were rowing up the family loved to zo camping and
fishing by the streams snd Fish Lake. Sometimes friends or relatives would
go alonge These wers such fun trips for the children, There was axcitement
wher a trlp to .randma Baker's was planned. They would o by ouggy and camp
one night on the voad. This requiered preparation of & grub - bex, bedding,
clothing, oats for the horses. Hach child was willing to help, right down
to the harnessing and bitching of the team. They also loved to have .rendms
Bsker visit =t our house.

All the children were taughteeand could play a musical instrumsnt.
Hany enjoyable times the children had with their friends in their home.
Lveryone felt welcome. she smilede=wss shs remsmbered getting the children
raady {or Church, the polished shoes, white shirts, ties, hair cute for the bo.s
and Gesgies bows of ribbon and dresses-wthese were happy mamories. She said,
L ALY Y53 TOOX THE CHIDDREN TO CE.iCH.™
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2 She set a good example o her children to 1ive by, whea they grew up
and narried. They sll lived in Riehfisld close Lo their mother,

Her childven loved her and aluays enjoyed her company, she kept them loughing
with ber sense of humor and her cheerful happy disposition. There way
aluays somathing zood te eat in her home, she was 2 good cook and loved to
have company coms in for so & of her Danish Cakes or 4pple Ple.



She told of when the Third Ward was organised under Riship Coons.
She wes called as lat, Counselor to Hanvah Beutler in the Primary, Later
1st. Coungelor to Martha Jensen inm 1 I A. Chordster for Abipal Opilvie in
Relief Socisty, Block Tescher in Relief Soclety for LO years. All this time
being a rember of the Ward and Stake Choir. She sang in Bard NJA Quartet
eongisting of Namoi Hippler, ILydia Andsreon-soprano, Edith Rassmussen,
Nora ‘delson-Alto, Jodle Bean; Lamar Robinson=Tenor, John Molregor, Kenneth
licod-Bass. They won in the HIA District sontest and were scheduled to go
to Salt Lake City for final contest, when she recelved word, her i‘other
had paseed awayy and she had to leave the quartet and go to Beaver, She wam
in a1l kinds of ente tzimments and ward activities, in the community, political
rallies gnd everywhere she could se ve wlth her bea:tiful Alto Volse., When
the congregation was singing yoi counld hear her voice singing the Alto, above
them all... #nd oh how whe loved to sing. She sang with all her heart and soul.
Many have said how they loved to hear and watch her sing beeause she acted
like she enfoyed it so nach.

She told how sha ran with her baby in har arme when the tabernacle was
on fire, f{low she reachsd there whan the towe & fell, she thought she heard
her baby say, "Oh Hyl¥ lHow they bourht cholr seats and books for the new
tabernacle, thev all donated to geb Ence a chair, B5She valuved her
frisndship with the Qiorum Fombers. In all the years she sang, she anjoyed
the Sixth Werd and sang as godd at B0 years as ever.

She gave cradit %o her good husband for having the privilapge of working
in the ward., He would tend the childran, meny times he baked the bread, fed
the children and tended them. He donated freely to help with the activibties
ghe was engapged in. Ha also played the Harmonice Accordian for ward dances
and dances in the homes. They both loved to dance and many evenings were
gpent with the group dancing the Polka, Two Step, many Jiadrilies, Trolly
Hip, Seattish Scwean, Step Dances and many more, which require then to koow
the changee of steps for sach dance. or these special occassions she
designed anc sewed beaubifyl dresses and powns. She slways looked lovely
because her face was so cheerful and happy, it radiated the good and cholce
spirit her Hesvenly Father had glven her.

When the *¥lu® stuck Richfleld, after world war ome. OShe sald, "How
blespod shs and Charlie ware becaise bthey didn®h contrast bhis dreadful Flu,
although they spsnt many days and nights caring for the sick friends and
relatives. When a death oceurred they were thers to help and comfort the
bereaved ones, Lo help lay them %0 rest.

She sesmed to be a natural nuiree, she loved to help the Doctors with
home dslivaries {babiss) and caring for the mothers sach mornign and in the
evenings she would put con hor wite sprom and again po the home, care for
the mother and baby., She had the thrill of paring for szome of her daughter-
inelaws when her grandchildfen were born. Many times sher was called thru.
the Reliaf Sociaty to help with the sick and deaths of the ward. She dec-
orated the vard chapel for funerals for many yeers. She kept the white
table eclcth, drapes and fumeral decoraticips at her home, ironed an washed
them and togethe with flowers, from har own gardcn, #o to ti& Chuprch and
have it ready for the funersl. (She took her own potted plants toe). Ailso
in their hore miresing it reouiired 2 lot of gkill, one mast kmow how (o maks
a Mustaed Plagter, Cough Syrup, Chesgh Rubs, Catoip Tea, Salve for healing
wourds, Foultlcasefor drawing out infections, and numerous other treatments.
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One of the reasons why she was so good at nursing was her chearful
attitude and encoursging words. Jhe laughingly mentionsd how she managed
to have hot fresh tread and butter to serve r. Kegusrrie while he was
walting for the vaby to come,

She enjoyed her randchildren end groate randehildren, each one
tringing a little more sunshine into their lives., They ware all fond of
Grandma % Urandpa Nielson. She always hsd something very special for each
one of them. She made a Santa Claus suit especially for them and it was
used Lo make other chiliren and peaple happy on Uhrisimas...She even wors
i% hersel: on many occasmsions, to bring lavghter snd fun at Christmas parties.
After she was 80 years old she made many lovely -Afts and gave thom to
firandehildren and others for “keep sakes.”

Charley retired and they bought a cabin at Fish Lake. They truly anjoyed
their summers there, resting and [ishing. oarly morning we were up trolling
for Hackinaw and in the evening we fished in [ront of the cabin for Rainbow.
Often some of the children ceme to spend the evenins with theme be emjoyed
watching the Sunsets on the lake, some nights it would be pink and turn %o
a deep purple. She said, "I sat in the beauty of these besutiful quiet
evenings, I thought of my Patriarchal Blessing, Where it ssid, Sister Nora,
In your advanced years your table will be spread with the bounties of life,"
She did feel she bad so much to be t ankful for. 3he sald it reminded her
also of a poem she loved and read so many times and wonld 1liks to have it
added,

SPEACZFLCL T AL'EREYDN

I'm searching for a valley where !earts are ever pay

Where peace and real beauly is a part of every day

Where people smile instead of frewn and do the things thay should
To creste happlness for all by spresdin: truth and gaod,

Whers hsartsches are usheard of and zold does not exist
Jut should I suppose that I'll po on searching until I die
Then with the hely of Gode T'11 find my valley by -nd bye

IT SE:MED THEY FOUND THEIQ HAPPY VALLEY,

Whem ber hustand passed away nd she wze left along, her brother Clifford
came to live with her, and keep her campenye—they lived toyether 1! years.
whe spent much of her time working in her flower garden, and with her gresen
thunb, everyt ing looked sc beautiful. she found great confort and joy

in showing everyone har most wonderful flowers,

In 1959 the Daughters of Pioneers honored her @ s meebing in Sister !
Anderlin‘s home, md vead this Jife story as she had related, but it was :
o8 & surprlise to her when it was read al the meeting. They rava her s
lovely purs: and pald tribute to her faithful service through the years
1935 %o 1959, “he hed held officas es Choriste - and played the Harmonics i
in the Camp Cove Harmonica Jand. She was the =lderst Memuer of the Camp 5
Cove tut the younycst in 3pirit. Later in the Ward Sacrament Heating i
Uorothy Duchanan read this life history because she was one of the cute
standing good women of the Ward that had givem a LIFE OF STAVICH,
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She remiine.” in good henlth with the exceptions of Asthma tticks,
through ont her life ond her family rould often remark. "lother never
sdased Church or moing to 1 funernl to pay her respects to her friends
that pnosed away."

she did Temple work vhen ever she could. B8he often suid her richest
Bleszing was whon she was venled to her liusband for Lime and Fternity.
Jhe ' as nluays humble and fadthful and her asthia wvap relieved nuny tires
by the power of the Priestlicod.
&
February 24, 1965 :1fter 1 short 1llness she wis tulien to her
Bternal liowe to be with her husbund,

she asked that a1 poem rf he liother be uddefl. To this history when
ghe was wona, becausze vhe paid it dis Charley wnd I.

"Down lamory Iane “ith You"

Itd like to stroll down Memory lane togsther you qnd I,
ind -ins the onss we usad o sinm
In pleasant dars pone bhyes

Cur thouphts will bloonm like flowarsn,
.-"m.d”w'?.l rather cvery oné.

We laugh at thiigs we used to do.
The joycus thiigs we've done

And then some duy if God is good,
Perhaps in Heaven on Hipgh

Hand in hand we’ll stroll once more
Together You and I.

Funeral services were héld in Richfield Sixth Vard and Burial in

. Richfield Cemetery February 27, 1965,

Bishop D. K, Hendrickson, conducting; Flowers Sikth Vard Relief Socioty.
Pzllbears: Charleg Nislson, Bud Nielson, Phillip Wislscn
Verdon Mielson, Max L. Nielson and Jerry Watts.

Family Prayor e o 0 ¢ ¢ ¢ a ¢ 0 o % v » Elder Max Ewans
Prelude Musiode » 1 ¢ ¢ o 0o ¢ ¢ 0 2 & a @ Astrid Jenson
Rﬂmm. R e T | -Biﬂhﬂ;l D, He Hmicw
Invacation ¢ » % 8 D an 8 & O BB W O E & Dean Hiolean
SO ¢ o ¢ c 0 9 o 8 0 6 v O B 6 0 OO o w Barbaras Sharp

Geniel Lawis, Connie Chris ensen, Dorbthy Iund
"ihisperiag Hope!! dccompanist- Rem Andsrton.
SWP,.-..:;o-auao-aou-,Willimnﬁﬂlt
Sﬂﬂgapddocoaua.wnnuPhilaﬁ-ﬂMJcr{;m
"In The Garden" Accompaniste(regory Jorgensen.
Tributde « « 6 ¢ o v & ¢ & & 0 a + & « Dorothy Buchanan
ﬂﬁflg-.te:pontqnnasouMﬁnﬂhﬂbmr
"Beautiful Sunset"

SpenkeEX's ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 0 ¢ ¢ 3 o & v ¢ 0 # & U @ Kerneth Isbell
Song * 5 & 8 © TAbide 'h'i.'b' HI" § & ®» & o % Eﬂrmu m
Bande@iction « « 2 # = ¢ 2 ¢ 2 0 & & 0o o Stanley sharp

Pogtliude Mucis = ¢ ¢ o 0 0 0 o 6 s & 0 & » Astrid Jensen
Groveside Prayer « 2 « = o » ¢ @« & » o "w U. Baleer




