BIOGRAPHY OF VITLLTAM CROOKSTON
By Yma C., Duar

¥illian Crookstor, better Mnorm as Bill, was the seconrd son of
Rnbart and Anmn Welch Creekston. He wnas born Oe¢t. 18, 1849 a%{ Saven-
nah, Missouri. When he was about tme years old the family moved to
Jackson Point, Hol% Ce. Missouri, where his brother John was bora
Juns 1, 1R51, In *tha spring of 1852 they started to cross the plains
with all their possessions imn a ceverad wagen, except the two mileh
enws which conld he considered the mest prized assets because of the
comtribution they made tn the food supply on ths long journey and
a lenger perind of hard times at the journay's end. The family ar-
riveAd in Salt Take City in September 1852,

Tha ®ather worked in the Memnle Rock quarries at Red Butte Can-
von and in the lime-gtone nuarry. He helped quarry and lend the
cerner stene for the Salt ILalte Mempla and was present when the stone
was laid, April 6, 1853. Tha parents had three more beys born while
living in Salt Tate City:

James, born April 27, 1853, diad Sept. 15, 1854
Qohert, born March 6, 1855, died June 2, 1928
Ninholas hern Oct. 22, 1857, died Jnne 7, 1832,

n the spring of 1858 the fanily moved to Paysom whers Rebert
Nrookston was called to 7oeX up wells. That was the time of the Move
Sauth when Jehnatons army cams to Utah. Gramdfather built a home in
®Parason in the neighhorhood of Haralzinh Thatcher and William 3. Praston.
Tn 1859 Grandfather moved again; this tine the dsastination was Noromi,
Sanpe*te Co. where ha spent the next few years working at his trade
of atone nmasen. Two more sons were boern in this settlemsnts

Benjanin Pranklin, born Oot. 22, 1860, died Nect. 15, 1927
David, berm Oct. 24, 1862, Aied Marsch 6, 1948.

T™e eldeat brother, Georgs, diad while the family was living in
Moroni, March 6, 1R62,

Grandmother ~lways said that her sems all had differemt dispos-
itions: Uncle Bill wns tha "dara-devil" of the f2nily, never afraid
of anything. "nele Nick tells in his history the avent he recalls
mnst clearly was that in Moroni the peeple were very poor and did
not have the necessities of life. Tincla Nick alse recalls one
eccnsion in which Bill was the hero. Tha choir was giving a program
with dancing nmd a supper aftar the eatertainment. Grandmether had
haked a larga chicken nis; the ohildren watched and smelled it in
+he makirg; %the smell was immense. Ahout ten o'cleck Bill anrd some
friands returned home with that chicken pis. He had srawled through
+he rnmnating house window and had handed the pie out te wai*%ing hands.
™6 did nes take long for the pie to disappear.

Tha Indinns were bad and cauned a great deal of trouble for the
vhits se%tlars. Graidmother war a gend nursa asd took care of the
women in confinsment And of the sick in gereral.
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»iagraphy of William Creekston (continued)

In 1864 the Pemily meved t0 logam, Cache Valisy, witmdi«toer
bouszht a let where Sears stere now stamds. Uncle Bill worked fer
John Thatcher, as the Thatchers had persuaded Grandfather te come
to Logan, promising him employment as a steme masen. He laid the
stona for Thatcher's Mill and the building mew called the Relic
Hall, although it was the stable originally that housed the That-
cher horses. Many reck houses stand teday as mouments te the fime
workmenship of Cranafather Rebert Crookster. The first winter was
very ccld; the snow lay em the groumnd for five wemths.

Uncle Bill amd his brethers Jehn dreve teams to Idaho amd Memtana
for Thomas B. Ricks who was shipping produce te the mimes im these
states. Whem Bill was abeut 158 he was called by Brisgham Young te
drive a four mule-team back over the Flaima to help the cempanies of
immigrants. Imn ny father's history he tells that ome of his earl-
iest memories was toing up to the Tithing Offiee Yard te watch the
immigrants come in when the family were expecting Umcle Bill back
from his journey. There were apartments on the east side ef the
T4thing Office where the church let the mewcemers stay until they
could find better homes of their owm. Befere the railroads came
in 1869, TUncle Rill made several mere trips fer the church which
furnished the ewiiit ond helped the poer to come to Ziom.

Grandnother hnd threes mors childvew aftay maving te Lexant

Darisl, berm Oct. 16, 1964, died April 72, 1924
Mary Ann, born April 7, 1870, died Oct. 5, 1941
BEzra, borm May 18, 1873, cdied June 24, 1954.

When Uncle Bill was about 21 years old he weat away to work im
the mines; he spent seme time in BEureka, Merour amd Stecktom. While
in the latter place ha met a nice young lady by the name of Agnes
MoKeller. She was berm and rearasd im Troele, Utah and cams of Scetch
parents. They were married im 1873 anrd came to Legan. At first they
lived in two rooms of the 0ld Crookstem home, where two childrem were
born to them: William, bern gugust 30, 1874

Margaret Amn, borm Oct. 6, 1875.

They built n two-room house on Pirst Zast between 2rd and 3rd
South where Addie was born Oct. 13, 1878, Iater his brothers, Niok,
Bob, David and Dan all lived in that neighberhood. It was czlled
The Island. "hile living in Tegan Bill worked hauling rock for the
ILogan Temple snd tabermacle and im the cahyom getting ocuxr logs fer
the lumber mills.

Uricle Blii wee called ir 1879 by the church te go help colenisze
Arizona., He s0ld 2ll his pPOSSess5ions ama iLe4v 4m wpiii wi LO(Y.
Tay travelled in agwagon and his Prether Pyawmk, 18 years cf age,
went with them ~4A4we = herse the entire distumee. Griuduetier was
very superstitious and I have heard her tell many times how the
morning they left a mourning deve sat om the roef of the house and

g:zg his mournful somng and she kmew 9ne of them would mever ceme
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Biography of William Crookstom (comtimued)

™Mey se**led in a place aalled Pima, not much of a place to this
day. M™elir ®~= will remeamberxed the hardshiys the people had there.
The Indians were very bad and the pio~ee~s »~2 ®miit o «*oe™ale 8
which the women and childrem would run when the Indians were seen.
The men tried to defemd themselves but were always out-numbered. He
told how one year the man had plamted lots of corm so they would
have enough feed for their animals as wellas for themselves. When
the corn was ripe the Indians came and picked the crop and helped
themselves to everything else they wanted. Uncle Bill was the omnly
man who dared to graba horse and go for help.

The trip down had been too hard for his wife, Agnes, as she had
heart trouble and was sick all the time, They became discouraged and
after six years they returned to Utah. They stopped in Tooele to
visit her people and she became worse and died there Dec. 28, 1885
and was buried. Uncle Nick and David, my father, went down for the
funeral and brought back the three children. Grandmother ocared for
them with the help of Aunt Alice and uncle Nick, and as soom as they
were old enough they get work and were indepsndent. Uncle Bill
went away to Momtana to work in the mines at Butte.

I remember him well coming to the o0ld home when I was a child.
He was a wig oe@d-looking man about five feet tem inches tall. Well
built, weighing about 180 pounas; amia Lwll wwd Guls blee ey es.
Moring Yived ‘m = mining camp T knew aminer's life is not a healthy
one, breatht=e the mineral dust arnd bad air, none of them eam stand
it for long. Abeut 1897 his health “=~¥e %o evend ke =inter o*
1898 with his som Will and Plsase Parmer who were living im Star
Valley on the church farm taking care of the church cattle. He hoped
to gat his health back. Later he went to Mercur where his daughter
Addie Bracken lived. She did not know him he had changed se much,
but she recognized his voice. They get a doctor and were very good
to him. Addie had two small childrem and was expecting another. The
son Will came and took him to Salt Lake and put him the General
Hospital where he died Dec. 18, 1904. His funeral was held in Legan
at Tindquist Mortuary. His 0ld friends furnished the program and
the quartette that Umcle Ezra belonged to furnished the musiec.
The members of the group were Helmer Pedersem, John Petersen, Willard
Skanchy and Ezra Crookston., William Crookstom was buried in the
Togan cemetery.



