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T - Frem a talk given by Myron L. Crandall, i, D, 1952
A part of the Crandall's early history has been obtained through the efforts of John Cortland Crandall of lew

_llotd ock, New York. He compiled the "Histery of Elder John Crandall™ of Rhode Island and his descendents - -nine gen-
erat

ns = =covering a period of about 300 years., This has been a Herculian task collectinz the information from monue
rivate, public, and church records; fragments of stories; traditions and passages frcm books; and from different

mgnts B
: atate}gd national historical societies. Truly the Crandalls must have been a very industious people and mskers of his=-
F

torye For as Netherlink says, "Men who make history have no time to write it." Very litile has been written on the early
history of the Crandalls in America. Notwithstanding the limited amount of information recorded, John Cortland Crandall
has made a valuable contribution to the gencology of the Crandall family; we owe him a debt of gratitude and expressicn
of dsep appreclation for his wonderful work, Also we should extend our thanks to Mrs, Blanch Tattersoll of American Fork
our Utah family gencologist, for her interest and the efforts she has made to ccmpile a history of the Utah Crandall,

The first record we have of the Crandalls in America is the biography of Reverend John Crandall, Baptist Elder
of Rhode Island, He was born in Monmouthsharer, England, on the line between England and Wales in 1609. He was initiated
into the Christian Church without delay, being baptized in one of the parishes in England on the day of his birth, His
father was a styled genllemen, Sir John Crandall, and his mother was also of noble extraction and descended from ancient
Scottish Kings, the Malcolms which Shakespeare mentions in his HACEETH, Now we Crandalls can boast of gentility and
nobility, being descendents of Kings and Quesns in Scotland and England,

.There is no record of how many brothers and sisters @ohn had; however, this illustrious son was impressed with
the sense of religion ard trained for the ministry in the Gnngreaa.tianal Church in England, At the age of twenty-five
he left England; the cause of his leaving to come to America is unknown, He landed in Boston in 1634, fourteen years after

the landing of the Pilgrim fathers in 1620, He setiled in Salem, Massachusetts, a few miles north of Boston, In this

Mass, Bay Colony there was much opposition to the dissentors of the authorized tenets of the Puritans, John was the
rst minister of the Salem, Mass, church, He sdopted the opinions of tho Baptists which .were ¥ery obncxdous to the .

Puritans and Congregaticnistse In 1635 he was imprisicned for a time in Boston for holding religilous services and preach- |

against infant baptism; he btelieved in baptisn of the believer only. As did go many of the early Baptlsis of the lew
England Colony, he left Massachusstts and went south into Ehods Island to the Narraganseti EBay Area, The Indians proved

-~ friendly and with Roger Williams he founded Progidencze, which later was the capitol of Rhode Island, John Crandall,

Roger Williams, John Clark, and Ovidiha Holmes went t.u England in 1663 and obtained from King Charles II a charter Hhich
securad the Colony of Rhode Island as a free ztato, where there was a guarantes forever from the Eing and all his succhk
essors that all the 1nh:tbi ants of Rh::v:‘.ﬁ Iglarnd shenld be given political and religious freedoem, no matt-e; what country
they came from, :
-~ . The.Coleny at Ehode Island feunded by the Baptists and the C‘nlnny of Penruylvania founded by the E,uakers were
the only colonies that gnaranteed absolute liberty, It was the constitution of these colomies, and especially Ehede
Island with its demceratic manner of handling public affairs, that was declared by Thomas Jefferson to be tha“leaven“

 of 1ikerty and democracy of the American continent, This was qua"t-&d from the memoirs of Thomas Jefferson,

It is interestinz to note that with the struggle for likerty and independence in the growth of our demcra-:;r
came the Revelutionary War, The colonies of Rhode Island and the men who started it, namely John Crandall and Roger

- Williams, should be locked upon as the first pioneers of religious freedom in P.merica.

Raverend Jolm. Crandall was nct only ective in the religious affairs of the commnity but also toock a very active
part- in the political life, He was a great leader possessed with talent a.nd willing to suffer injustices for the sake

of ‘his devoted followers,
He was appointed as the commissioner raprasenting Rhode Island in gettling the boundary diuputaa petween Rhode

Island, Connecticut, and especially Westerly Rhode Island, and New Port, Connecticut., Reverend John Crandall died as he
lived = - .full of raslgzmt.inn, strenzthened in faith and jn;rful in h-::pa,, The place of his death was law Port, Eanne::t.icut,
November 29,1676 (100 years before the signing of the Declaraticn of Independence,) He was buried at m'.eat.e—-l Rhede -
Island, in the orchard near the old hcme, His house still stands and is occupied by some of the ninth and t-::n*h generas
tion of Crandalls, If any of us-happen to be in this area we -rhf:ulti visit Westerly, Rhods Island, and see the ":uld X
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cemebery and the Crandall hemsstead, which 1s nearly thres hundred years old. Westerly Rhode Ia..and, ahauld be the Shrine

of the Crandall family.
- Ford Crandall, while in Boston on & mission, told ze he visited this cemetery where Reverend Johnm Crandall and some

- of our descendents were buried, and he copied several epitahhs from some of the tombstones. Une apit-aph reads:

Here lies Amos Hope Crandall

He heard the angels calling him

From the Celestial shore.

He flapped his wings and away he went
To make one angel more,

Now that is just like our Crandall line - - to be so self-assured and confident of reaching the Celestial glory.
This shows us the value of records, even tombstones, in revealing the characteristics of a family.

From Reverend John Crandall sprang a long line of descendants, many of whom have filled positions of high responsibi-
1lity. From Reverend John Crandall to our great grandfather, David Crandall, there were wix generations covering a time of
two hundred years, and during this time it has been sta.tad that there were at least three thousand ministers of religion
in the Crandall family - -mostly Eaptists.

It would be impossible to give a biography of all the important Crandalls during these first generations in America.
Therefore, I will only delincate the life of one in order that we may have an idea of the character of the Crandalls in the
early days of this country, I have selected as a repraaenta.tiva a woman, for the Crandalls have women that accomplish things
in soclioty as well as men,

In the 1830's thare was a great unrest in fmerieca, new ideas were Bpringing up like mshrunma, temperancoe leaders
u:ﬁuring the country for pledzges, varicus ministers were expounding airy theories which even they could not define, This
was during the timo Joseph Smith was translating the Beck of Mormon and organizing the L. D, S. Church, However, the most :
disconcerting problea in those days was the gquesticn of negroes. In 1830 the major charzpicn of the negro was the American C
Colonizaticn | Scclety with leaders:such as Henry Clay, Francis Scott Eey, General Andrew Jackson, and John Randofl, from

_ Roancke. In thoze days the majority cf peopls regarded the negro as unfit for intellsctual t-raining and improvemaont.

- In a small indusirial cit;r of Canterbury, Comnscticut, was a school mistress of marked ability and sterling charactor
by the name of Prudence Crandall, She belioved in the principles of universal brotherhccd - -equality and brotherheod of all
mankind, which was also drilled thoroughly into the Crandall family. Prudence becams an ardent apostle of the eqality of
all races, Inspired by her lofty ideals she longed to do something for the unfortunate colored people, But what could a mere

woman do? For days she meditated on the first verse, fourth chant-er of Ecclesiastes, which reads: "So I returned and conside .

ered a1l the oppreasions that are done under the sun; and behold the tears of such as were opperessed, and they had no come
forter; and on the side of tho oppressors there was Pﬁl\";?,“ These words made a deep imzression upon her, She felt that she
was de-stinﬁ':l to be the Comforter to the Black, How and when she did not know. One i:.‘l.‘linm hmar, was certain = -CGod would

.- reveal tha2 means and the cppertunity in His oun way ané in His oun good time, And Fe c{id. In Canterbury, and various places

in Americs, there were nezro girle uh:: were arncions for edneation to boccrme teachers for colored children. Thers was no place
for them t-u get an eriur-at.i-:n. To m2et their need, Miss Crandall opensd a school for younz lsdies and little -nisses of color,
Twenty-five in mumber was the first E"‘lI‘{ﬂ.ll'!‘.ﬂ“'ﬂru The town folks were furious and threatened her life, Her cwn father begged her

to glve up the mad project. l}iss Crandall pat:.ently heard them 2113 then gquoted scriptures and the Declaration of Independence
in defense of her actians and refused to give up her plan, Tcwn muatinga were called to consider the ma.t-.t.e.r of Iilss Crandallls

school; -
In desperate straits, the citizens of Canterbury arrested Miss Crandall whil teaching and put her in jail in Prooklyn,

New Yorl, A few days later her friends posted benda, and she was released, As she returned to her home town in Canterbury,

Cormecticut, people shouted and jesred at her, and threw stones at her. In gpite of all the hostility and hatred, Miss Cran=-
dall's friends and the attendarce at school were increasing, By word of mouth and m=il, the story of the first negro echool
at Canterbury was being spread throughout America and Europr., Miss Crandall's struggles to educate the colored poople were
praised by few notables, The anti~Crandallites. dscided to stop the education of the colored people, and tock matters into
their oun hands., In 1839, they burned down the school, and liiss Crandall was forced to flee from Canterbury - westward, =
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only the the whites, and they would never tolerate racial equality. However, fifty-five years later, a calmer and more con-
trite generation rejected this decision of its ancestors. The State of Connecticut expressed thelr regrets for the past to

ss Crandall, who was living in Kansas, and gave her ccmpensation and an annual pension of §400,

Prudence's virtues were so extraordinary that the more her character is considered, the more she will be regarded by
her posterity and the present age with admiration and reverence, '

Courage of one's convictions when issues involve life and death is an exceedingly umusual quality, Doing what one
believes is right without help frcm wisdom of the past makes a great person - -so Prudence Crandall rose to greatness, It is
probly great sacrifices by individuals such as Miss Crandall to give equality to the colored race that inspired Abraham lincoln
to fight for the freedom of the Negro.

Miss Crandall will long be remembered in the annals of the History of America for establishing the first negro school,
Today a portrait of Prudence Crandall hangs in the halls of the library of Cornell University in New York State. Thus she
was honored for being one of the first perscns to try to solve a problem that is with us even today, that of inepiring equal

- opportunities for education for all persons, She was one of the leaders in the movement that culminated in the recent momentous

decicion by the Supreme Court banning racial segregation in all schools,

| The progenity of John Crandall was not great in the sence of popularity and receiving the plaudits of their day, which
passes with time, but they were great characters on the human stage because thay made contributions which would add to the
happiness of mankind, Reverend John Crandall helped lead the way to religious and political freedom; Pmudence Crandall showed
the need for equality of races, if we were to be a great nation., This country®s real value to mankind is in immaterial things

.. such as ideals, not in wealth, size of country, or armles, Great nations in the past, which have fallen, such as Rome, have
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had great wealth and power, but lacked high ideals., If we hold fast to the doctines nr_herica formulated by our forefathers,

. we need not fear Communism or any other ideology.

VMay we of the ninth and tenth gensrations of the Crandall family meet the challénge today in helping to praaaﬁa our
demccracy.. ; gt e - - g - e . .
.- May we dedicate ourselves to high ideale and strive to make a better soclety in which to live,
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