History of William H. Calvert
written by Bessie Fordham Edwards

I, William H. Calvert was born Fesbruary 22, I1B7% at
Calvert Farms, Omaha, Nemaha County. Nebraska. [ am sure
that I was born at home, as was the custom in the sarly davs
with & mid-wite assisting.

There has been some uncertainty as to the H. in my
name. Some thinking it was Harvy and others Hyrum. 1 was
andowed as William Harvy, bul thizs year Douzlaz and Lynda
Fackrell , my dauvghter Louise’'s son and wite, located my
records and found it to be William Hyrum Calvert.

This was strange becauss my onge Tull brother was Hirum
Calvert, who was born the 4th of August 1873 just 18 months
before me. He died in June 1875, being less than Ltws years
ald. I was fow months old, and it is felt that when one
child died, the custom was to name the nexi one, of the sane
sEX, the same name as the oneg that died. It is not known if
this is the case, but we fesl it was.

My fathers name was William Roszs Calvert he was
Apiil &, 18356. He was also born in Ohio. He married
Celestia Caroline Sailors July 18, 1872 in Richardson
County, Nebraska. He died 16 June 1244 in Renc, Nevada, and
was buried June 20, 19446 in Reno, Nevada at the Mountain
View Cemeibary.

My mother was born 8th of August 1B7S at Ashland,
Wabash, Indiana. BShe died 12 July 1931 at Mildord, Utah,
and was buwried 14 July 1931 at Greenville, Utah..

Mot too much was known of my mother and father, except
they were very poor. He apparently wanted to run from his
debts, and when my mother refused. he took the team of
horses and left at dark of night. She later divorcsd him on
arounds of desertion.

My mother worked for people, doing washing and house
work . many hours & dayvy to trey to feed and clioth the
children, often going hungry herself.

She later met and married Orrice Francis Murdock .  They
were sealed the 24th of Dscambse 187464. To this marriage, I
nad three half sisters and ftour half brothers. They are:

1. Uelgstia bDora EBell Murdock
born 30 January 1878-Mires Farm, Nemaha, Nebraska. She
digd 11 January 1934,
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2. Beorge Warrsn Murdock
born 27 January 1881 in Dingry Hollow, Nemaha, Nebraska.
He died %th Lecember 19037, '
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2. Joseph Franklin Murdock
born 13th February 1BBS in Falisade, Htchck, Nebraska.
He died ZBth September 1944,
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4. John Fredick Murdock
born 14th May 1887 at
gigd 7th September 193%,

Nebraska . He
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. Margaret ann Murdock
Auguast 1893 in Falizsade, Htchck, Nebraska. She

1968,

&. Charlotte Carol ine Murdock
Born 29th January 18935 in Greenvilie, Beaver, Utah. bShe
died Sth dugust 1940,

7. Orrice Francis Murdock

born the 26th of February 1897 in Greenville, Beaver,
Utah. At this writing he is stiilil alive, but in poor
health, and his memory is practically gone. He and his wite
Vera are Tiving in Fortliand, Oregon at a Retiremsnt Vills

My mother and step father came to Utah where the last
two children of that union wers born. I came later andg
lTived with them until I married.

I was nicknamed Bill Calvert, and most people ol led oe
by that name. When I First came to Utah, I worked for the
farmsrs in this ares. I did this for many vears living in
Greenville, where I met and married Laura Jane Arthur., We
lTived with Jane’'s mother for somstime in an adobe home on
the Arthur Jot. Our oldest child, Janette Carcline Calvert
was born in this home.

Later we bought a lot from Janes mother and built a
home there. Two rooms-—we moved it from the Milford +1at to
here. At one time owr Family moved to Miltord, Utah where I
drove the Mail stage. [ drove from Milford to the hald way
nellow, changed horses and returned to Milford. We then
moved back To our home in Greenviiie. A11 the rest of our
tamily were born in Greenvilie. They were:

1. Jeanstts Caroline Calvert-born Z9 August 18%9% in
Gresrnvil e, Besaver, Ubah.

2. Urrice Arthur Calvert-born 22 November 1201 in
Greenviiise, Heaver, Utah.

3. William Ross Calvert-born % July 1705 in Greenviile,
Beaver, Ubab.

4, lLaura sSgnes Calvert-boen 1
Beaver, Lak.

«

7 April 120% in Greenvilie,
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Louise Calvert-born 29 Gotober 1912 in Greenville,

Beaver, Ul

&. lDorothy Calvert-born 13 December 1914 in Greenville,
Beaver, WUiash.

I herded sheep for many years. Sometimes being ganes
from my family for months. UOne summer I took @y Ffamily with
me and we iived on the Milford flats, we lived in a covered

WSO . Jane arnd I would go out and ast owr winter wood and

I always cut for Mag Easton, a sinale wWoman , handicapped and
& relative of Janes. We'd go to trmeH: N¥I%£g1ace and dig
potatoes for our winter use. We'd put straw around thamn to
kEesp them for freszing.

il

I tTater bought the Tand behind and below the house,
making it s I could have some milk cows. I would send
their milk to the creamery. I also bought a separator and
made butter for our own use. The cream I sent to the
creanery, I would receive a check for to help support my
family.

1 worked many vears with D. J. Williams bailing hav.
Working on the bailier helped support my family. Somet imes
we took & trip by wagon and horse ta Tory, Utah to vigit
Janes sister Ida, and Bill Hickman. These were jong trips
with our family, but very enjovabls and +fun.

Each Memorial Lay, we’'d drive the horses to Heaver to
decorate the grandparents graves.

In Gresnville we had to make our own entertainment when
the children were growing up. We loved to dance and would
do 50 wuntil early morning hours.

1 did mot have good relations with Netties husband, &.
A. Fordham. From the start it seemed we disagresd and so
NMettie and the children came to visit often, but he didn't
come very often and I didn’t visit them much.

We always had a large lovely agarden and & beautiful
vard, people told us, it was the prettisest in Breenviile.

My wife was so very clean. We’'d have gravel +for walbks
and Teveling the vard, and Jane would swesp each day to have
things clean, till she swept it all awav.

We bottied our fruits and some v
celiar for the carrots, potatoes, app
for our winter use,

25, had & root
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&%, onions and pesas

We nhad noney bees which were always in the ceiling of
the nouse, and we d take ++ the siding and get oui the
honey for our own use.
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We joined thse L.0.5. Church when | was 34 years old and
I reld many positions, the one I Tiked Dest being
Buperintendent of the bunday Bchool . I owas s ward Leacher
FOr Many YEears.

Dloved to nave my grandohildren coms and stay and sat
with we. Ung thing they Jaughed at most was I could never
GET iy mah @ndd jam Lo coms mut @mven, =0 [ took mors of one
than the thmﬁ to enjoy. I had a potatoe cellar, which was
dug owth in the ground with po 1& and boards to cover the
top, then 1t was coversed with dirt and by putiting potatoss,
carerots, ato down in it we had fresh vegetables all winter
NG .

James bhprother Bob never mareied, ancd when
passsd away e cams and ived with s, 111 Hi1s pass

Jane and I owers a happy coupls and wers nob apaF+ R Y
oEFtEn.  Bhe alwavs had hot mesl s preparesc and eeady when 1
came homs feom wWoerk

When 1 was driving the stage, she alwayvs accompanied me
to the bank esach night to deposit the monsy. During the
winter while dreiving the stage,; I would bDecons almost numo
from the coid. 1 would heat bricks very hot and drop them
ino& gunny sack to kesp them warm longer.

Az we grew older, Jang and I would ciass Lhe house up
in the winter time and go to Caliente, Nevada in the wint
T Etay wikth lauras, Louise and I i
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thy . We didn’t have the
modern convisnoss 10 our hons, so cidn 't have anvy
DP1t1EME Teaving in the wintsr.

I wouid Degin garly in the +all to haul wood s
Tle by team and wsgon, S0 we wouwld have snowgh woo
+ust For the wintss and summer .  Many Limes Jans wou
with me and we’'d ast stumps which were Droken up and
the winter, bescause they mads hotise firses.

Bludte often we'd invite our neighbors, the Lawrencs

TPGMﬁﬁurf to sat Sunday dinnsr, and most every Sunday, Julia
SidfFit would come amd visit us in the afternoon-—-Jobn and
Bl Anderaon I vewy good Frisncs They would coms down
trom Beaver often.  Josschoand zn']y Morris, and Sarab

Frost, our children, especially Nettie and the
grandchildren would visit on Sundays.

Jans was &

good hand at making sugar cookiess, and plews.
She madse The Dest
4
e

e ocrust in the worid and

davghtses to do the same. SDhe Joved o have
in the $icur Din in owur kitochen, when the ga

so they could have some.



Jane was ten vears older than me,
straight and thin, amnd wore her hair pull 4 oin
Do . Uue ages gidn’ e any difference to us, wa loved
wmach obhesr vee Toved to wash ESRTa I Sttt

PR, (T S YT
L oL hnes

Deautifuliy.  Bhe was an exosllant honse makee, mmthﬂw ard
wife. I nad a failing which I never guite controlled, this
beimg my Lanper. It flared up often and wazs hard to control
and this made some sneniss for me. Im my Tater veasrs, 1
mel T owed and wasg & mors agresable, hunblie person.

ﬁﬁ I grew oider, my Tegs began to glve me probiems. I
mad to go o withh o a cans, and b was ;a1ﬂ4n1 to bey bta wall

me T :

i

ahaut. It was about this ti v DO ams Ve
anc ather Saveral waskes of L @ BWAY .
Tomesoms and &) ons. I went to live with my chldren--Louilses

nd Feanky, LDorothy and O awde Davis, and for sl ived
wlth my grandg dauaghter Bessis PdWaﬂuw and hushand Vivian
Edwards . It was during fhie ztay I had 3 humorous
gnperience. Vivian never drank--one dav [ had & chance Lo
go to Beaver and I bought a bottle of whic Fy G DCCASSIONS
Lotiked & drinkg. I hid the bottlie in an @@ i
place whers Bessle ang YVievion §ived, They renbed +oom Hazel
T etoher Barton. I wowld sit o potatos pit near
the garags and watch the activiti R e R T

ing hav, etoc. One day Filetohner came down

Lhe garags to Jet HOHRE ﬂ* Mis thi
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Mings e r'Eu‘ru::
iz, e had Vivian's bottle of
raeaily got b out ot that. T
mever touched it. It was mine and

ofce 1n o awhila,

We used to go to the mountains
thiem. kWe would go up and stay owver ﬂlq%f

mads me & bed on oa feather—-tick, and they ]
ping buughsa I then went back o Dot’'s and Claudes, Tk

WAE at +h L%

ma [ bhecams very 111. 1 was tabken Lo
Powitin o2 bag Tesg. When 1t DeEcams apparsnt ot
. Bugesnes Davis made the decizion 1t must
i oand suffering was almost unbearabls
ivan at the Milford Hogpital .

Junes ; asked and wes baken to th
Tannle, Hessl ciE o and e Lul b took mes
=Nt ; Lomy mndowmants completed.

seal ed had hoped to go back, bubt did not.
About two years later Grandpa Calwvert had to have b

gecond Teg amputated and shortly after passed awasy.

He was bDuried at the Oreenville Cemetery, 3

plainly, rather short and chunky., Ry

WD wWas ool oen. HE wWas ﬂuick T

family dgarly, and helped them in any way
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He soid his water rights from some of his jand to my
tather to help rebuild Arthurs home when it fell in, and to
help pay his doctors bills. He helped Ross much the sams

way , when he would be in a bind.

Grandpa sold his home and pasture to my brother Kalph
Fordham, whan hs could no longer Tive thers and had to so
stay with his children.

My grandparents were 1ike second parents to me, and thes
thrill of my 1ife was toc stay with them while theyv went
athar wood.

When Vivian came home from the service, World Wae 171,
grandpa JTived with us for awhile and I loved him very much
for his kind and gentle ways and also for the spunk he would
show when not so agresabis,



