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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

One of the most interest ing facets in the early h is tory of the Mormon 
set t lement in the Rocky Mountains was the colonization of various a reas 
in Utah, Idaho, Arizona, Nevada, and California. These a reas were 
settled by men and women who were more than a thousand mi les from 
the neares t outpost of supplies that were considered to be necess i t i e s in 
a modern civilization. It was impossible to take "everything" with them, 
and therefore survival often depended upon this ingenuity and industry in 
obtaining food, clothing and shel ter as well as to provide the "cul tura l" 
aspects of life. 

The set t lement of each a rea is a saga of its own, although a cer ta in 
pat tern of uniformity is present in the colonization of each of the var ious 
Mormon a r e a s . The set t lement of the Bear Lake a r ea is no exception. 
The common problems of Mormon set t lement in the wi lderness of the 
west were all present , but so also were the unique problems ar is ing 
among individuals with varied personal i t ies in a land of relat ive isolation 
and freedom. The story of the set t lement of the Bear Lake valley by the 
La t t e r -day Saints provides an in teres t ing chapter in the h is tory of the 
conquering of the west . 

The m e m b e r s of the Church of Jesus Christ of La t t e r -day Saints 
had found it imperat ive to change living locations upon four occas ions . 
These constant in terrupt ions with the i r program gave them a de t e rmina ­
tion to move to a place where they could proceed uninterrupted. They 
felt that the only way this could be done was by going to a land that no 
one else wanted. Here it would be possible to build an empire that wouid 
be able to withstand la ter in ter ferences should they come. Imbued with 
this idea, they left their home in Illinois to find such a place. They had 
in mind roughly the great bas in of the Rocky Mountains about which they 

bad collected all available information. 

Under the most difficult c i r cums tances thousands of m e m b e r s of 
the l a t t e r -day faith began the journey westward to s t i l l another f ron t i e r - -
the fifth--the vanguard of these pioneers ar r iv ing in Great Salt Lake 
Valley in July of 1847. Like many other pioneers , they found that only 
through industry, thrift, and hard work could they eke out an exis tence. 
Experience soon taught them, however, that such qualifications were 
sufficient to make the dese r t "blossom as the rose . " 

The first two or th ree yea r s were spent in an effort to exist and 
in establishing themselves as a society. During this period they began 
se t t lements in nearby regions and contented themselves with exploration 
of more distant val leys. 

As more people a r r ived , the Saints ' d ream of an empi re began to 
ma te r i a l i ze with rapidity. Under the guidance of thei r leader , Brigham 
Young, and under his philosophy that a Mormon could make a living 
anywhere an Indian was able to exist , groups were sent out from the 
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parent colony at Salt Lake City to establish other se t t lements . A few 
of these settlements failed; most of them succeeded. Bols tered by a 
determined faith in the ult imate success of thei r goal, when one region 
proved for any reason to be unsuccessful, the colonists , obeying the cal l 
of their l eaders to make further sacr i f ices in settling e lsewhere , would 
pack up their few belongings and move on. 

This book is concerned with the set t lement of Bear Lake Valley, 
one smal l a r ea that fitted into the ove r - a l l picture of secur ing a home 
in the valleys of the Rocky Mountainsfor the Saints who were then engaged 
in the task and for o thers who, they felt, were sure to come. 

The wr i t e r feels that this subject is of genera l in te res t in that it 
shows a typical set t lement of a valley under the guidance of Br igham 
Young, who was perhaps the wor ld ' s g rea tes t modern colonizer . During 
his thir ty yea r s in the Rockies more than 360 set t lements were establ ished 
under his direct ion. The se t t lements of Bear Lake Valley may have dif­
fered from many o thers due to the cl imate, topography, location, avai l ­
ability of na tura l r e s o u r c e s , and individual personal i t ies involved. 

In 1863 Brigham Young called a group of people on miss ions to go 
into the Bear Lake Valley for set t lement . They were not sent to supply 
some par t icu lar product or need in the scheme of independence to the 
o v e r - a l l colonization, such as cer ta in other colonies were ; but they were 
sent to c a r r y out only the major objective of "building zion, " Their goal 
was to "subdue the valley" in o rde r that civilized man might find it pos s i ­
ble to exist there under a decent s tandard of living. This was to be done 
in the face of whatever difficulties might confront them. Because the 
a r e a was so high (being 5, 924 feet at the level of the lake) and suffered 
from ear ly f ros t s , there was a question as to whether or not sufficient 
foodstuffs could be produced. 

Other objectives of the colonists were to live in obedience to the 
principles of the Gospel as taught by the La t t e r -day Saint Church and to 
teach their children to do so, that Zion might be built . 



CHAPTER II 

EARLY BEAR LAKE VALLEY 

Along the wes te rn part of the Oregon Tra i l was a grea t expanse of 
t e r r i t o r y that was considered to be nothing more than a wea r i some , 
delaying obstacle to those ear ly immigran t s who were endeavoring to 
reach the great northwest . Very lit t le was known concerning the c l imate 
in this section of the country, and the little that was known was all bad. 
Today this a rea has become the state of Idaho. In these ear ly days of 
the Oregon Tra i l , it was a part of the Oregon T e r r i t o r y itself. On 
August 14, 1848, Oregon was given the privi lege of a t e r r i t o r i a l govern­
ment. On March 2, 1853, that part of Oregon T e r r i t o r y lying north of 
the Columbia River and north of the for ty-s ixth para l le l became 
Washington T e r r i t o r y until the t e r r i t o r y of Idaho was organized March 
3, 1863. * 

In September 1863 the population of Idaho T e r r i t o r y was 32, 342 pe r ­
sons of whom 21, 116 res ided in what is now Idaho; the r e s t lived in that 
part of Idaho now known as either Montana or Wyoming. The g rea te r 
part of Montana and the nor thwestern part of Wyoming were included in 
Idaho T e r r i t o r y . The a r ea of Idaho, when it became a t e r r i t o r y , was 
325, 373 square mi les . In 1864 Montana became a t e r r i t o r y ; and in 
1868, when Wyoming was organized, Idaho was granted the boundar ies 
that have remained until the present t ime . These boundar ies left 83, 888 
square miles to Idaho. The state is 485 mi les from north to south, 
44. 7 miles wide on the north and 305 miles wide on the south, with a 
total boundary length of 1, 718 mi les . 

The population of Idaho in 1864 (within the present a r ea of Idaho) 
by counties was as follows: 

Boise 15, 158 

Alturus . . . 
Oneida . . . 
Nez P e r c e 
Owyhee. . . 
Shoshone . 

1, 
3, 
1, 
L 

955 
374 
730 
403 
735 
276 

Total 24,531 

These figures do not include those inhabitants living d i rec t ly in the 
southwest co rne r of the state which is known today as Bear Lake County, 
as those pioneers chose to belong to Utah T e r r i t o r y until, and un less , 
an official survey would place them in Idaho. The government survey, 
completed in 1872, showed that the g rea t e r portion of the population of 
the Bear Lake Valley was residing in Idaho. This automatical ly made 
the nor thern section of the valley a part of Oneida County. It was not 
until January 5, 1875, that the leg is la ture of Idaho crea ted Bear Lake 
County, with an a r ea of 984 square mi l e s . 
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The Valley P rope r 

Bear Lake Valley l ies in the ex t reme southeast corner of what is 
now the state of Idaho and the northernmost corner of Utah on the ex t reme 
east side. It nest les between the P r e u s s Range and the Bear River 
Mountains. "The mountains on the west r i s e quite abruptly to the height 
of one mile; their deep snows feeding the many s t r e a m s that flow into 
Bear Lake and Bear River. " This r iver a r i s e s in the Uinta mountains 
of Utah, and it flows in a serpent - l ike manner , entering Bear Lake 
Valley from the east side, where it proceeds in a nor thwester ly direct ion, 
leaving the valley at the nor thern end. 

In the southern portion of the valley l ies Bear Lake s approximately 
nineteen mi les long and five to eight mi les wide. Before a pumping 
plant was stationed on i ts shores , it made contact with Bea r River by 
overflowing northward in the spring. The normal elevation of the lake 
is 5, 924 feet above sea level. 

The valley has heavy snows and ear ly f ros ts , although it has 
moderated considerably since it was f i rs t set t led. •* There is an abundance 
of wa te r for i r r iga t ion purposes . In its native s ta te , the lake abounded 
in fish and the valley was o v e r - r u n with wild game. -* The valley floor 
was covered with an abundant growth of meadow g r a s s . 

About eight miles nor theast of the lake along the Bear River is a 
l i t t le valley, approximately three miles wide and twenty n i les long, 
which l ies within the Bear Lake Valley and was former ly filled with 
cottonwood t r e e s , as well as other va r i e t i e s . It was known to Jim 
Br idger and o thers as the Bear River Valley, which, today has a ten­
dency to confuse people who think of some place in Cache Valley, Rich 
County, Box Elder County, Weber County, Utah, or other places through 
which the B e a r River flows. 

In the l a rge r valley might be included also the Nounan Valley, which 
lies about eighteen mi les north of P a r i s on the west side of the main 
valley. Separated somewhat from the parent valley by a r i s e of h i l l s , 
it is approximately three mi les wide and six mi les long. Round Valley, 
which may also be c lassed as a child of Bear Lake Valley, is visible 
through an opening to the southwest at the south end of the lake. 

The Coming of the White Man 

Perhaps the f i rs t modern white man to see Bear Lake Valley was 
a t r apper named Joseph Mil ler . He was with a group of t r appe r s who 
separa ted from the r e s t of the Wilson P r i ce Hunt Expedition at the post 
of Henry ' s For t in the winter of 1811-12, ° Others with him were John 
Hoback, Jacob Rezner , Edward Robinson, and Mart in Cass . The main 
body of the Wilson P r i ce Hunt party abandoned their ho r se s at For t 
Henry (about seven miles north of present Rexburg, Idaho), and attempted 
to sai l down the Snake River to the Pacific Ocean by boat, while Miller 
and h i s th ree "Kentucky" companions left the fort fully equipped for t r a p ­
ping and moved south along the Snake to the Portneuf River. ' They 
t raveled up the Portneuf and headed east , where they discovered Bear 
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River. Near the present site of Pres ton , Idaho, they made a good catch 
of furs . That fall they t raveled "east along Bear River through 
the present s i tes of Alexander, Soda Springs and Monteplier. " ' In 
their efforts to get Mr. Miller through the mountains (he was des i rous 
of returning to St. Louis), they discovered a much eas ie r pass in the 
Rockies than the Teton P a s s . It became known as South P a s s , and was 
also eas ie r to negotiate than the one sti l l further to the north used by 
Lewis and Clarke . *° 

After trapping on the Missour i and being twice robbed, they r e t r ea t ed 
through this newly discovered pass , going on up through the Bear River 
region. They then proceeded st i l l far ther north where another part of 
the Wilson P r i ce Hunt expedition found them "naked and des t i tu te" near 
the present site of Grandview, Washington. The group that found them, 
under the leadership of David Stuart, was re turning to St. Lewis with 
a repor t to John Jacob Astor , the senior par tner of the Pacific Fur 
Company. Miller chose to r e tu rn with them. They t raveled through 
what is now McCammon, Lava, Alexander, and Soda Springs, Idaho, 
and then into the Bear Lake Valley, going through the present s i tes of 
Montpelier, Dingle, Thomas Fork, and on over the r im of the Great 
Basin into Star Valley, Wyoming. 

The r iver which they had followed was given the name of "Mi l le r" 
in honor of their companion and guide who recognized it as the r i ve r 
he and his companions, Hoback, Robinson, and Rezner had seen before . 

The next recorded white party to visit this a rea was a "redheaded 
Scotch giant, " Donald McKenzie, and his men from the Northwest Fur 
Company. He came as a resu l t of s to r ies concerning the large number 
of available pelts in the region. These s to r ies had been told by David 
Stuart in New York and Ramsay Crooks in Washington, Donald McKenzie 's 
company entered Bear Lake Valley from the north. After a short t ime 
he re turned on snowshoes, 600 mi les northward, with six companions to 
For t Nez P e r c e . Here he repor ted his success . One week la ter he was 
off again for the Bear River region. While collecting his furs he 
wrote a note to his friend, Ross , at For t Nez P e r c e , He headed it, 
"Black B e a r s Lake, September 10, 1819. " 1 3 This is the f i rs t r eco rd 
of the name of the lake, which was af terwards shortened to Bea r Lake, 
suggested by the presence of many black b e a r s in the region. Mil ler 
River was renamed Bear River for the same reason. 

During the year of 1819-20 they t rapped between the Bear and Green 
River s , Also they had witnessed the gathering of appoximately 10, 000 
Indians into the region. The Indian camp covered a distance of seven 
miles along both banks of Bear River . The Indian giant P e e - e y e - e m 
and his b ro the r Ama-queim, a lmost as la rge , we re the sup reme com­
manders of the camp. When P e e - e y e - e m f i rs t met Donald McKenzie, 
who weighed 312 pounds, he t r ied on McKenzie 's coat and it lacked 
fourteen inches of going around him. After the pow-wow broke up 
the Indians disappeared as suddenly as they had come, and within a 
ma t t e r of hours there was not an Indian in sight. McKenzie and his 
men had become the f i rs t white t r a d e r s in the region. 
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The t r appe r s a r r ived at Fo r t Nez P e r c e on June 22, 1820, so heavily 
laden with furs that it had taken them a month to make the t r ip , Mac -
kenzie spent one more year trapping and trading with great succes s . 
But when he a r r ived at Fo r t Nez Pe rce on July 10, 1821, it was to d i s ­
cover that the Northwest Fu r Company had merged with the Hudson's 
Bay Company. Having no further des i re to continue trapping, he left 
the region for good. 

The success of the Mackenzie par ty was sufficient to make the 
r i ve r one of the favorite haunts of the fur men. Fo r severa l yea r s 
af terward many trapping pa r t i e s frequented the region around Bear Lake. 

The third annual t r a p p e r s ' rendezvous with the Indians was scheduled 
to be held on the south shores of Bear Lake. Jedediah Smith, David 
Jackson, and Milton Sublette, pa r tne r s in the fur bus iness , had separa ted 
in 1826, each to pe r fo rm specific duties for his company. More than a 
year la ter Jackson and Sublette met at the Bear Lake Rendezvous, where 
ten thousand Indians and t r appe r s had gathered. J im Bridger was 
scheduled to be there but had not a r r ived . They had supposed he had 
met with misfortune and was dead, when on July 4, 1827, they looked up 
to see him appear over the r im of the mountains, near the p resen t si te 
of Laketown, Utah, with two Indian guides. *•' The p a r t n e r s were so 
happy to see Mr. Br idger that they immediate ly fired off the four pound 
cannon they had brought from St. Louis. This cannon was la te r taken 
to the permanent camp at the junction of the Weber and Ogden River s . ' 

It was at the Bear Lake Rendezvous that Jedediah Smith wrote his 
repor t to the government on his observations made while on a t r ip to 
California, from which he had recent ly re turned . He closed his r epor t 
as coming from "The Litt le Lake on the Bear River . "1° Also at this 
rendezvous an unknown t r apper wrote a "now famous le t te r , " published 
in Niles Regis ter on October 26, 1827, regarding his visit to Yellowstone 
Pa rk . 

William Sublette had brought with him from St. Louis a pack t r a in 
loaded with great quantit ies of merchandise for t rading. This m e r c h a n ­
dise aided the p a r t n e r s t remendous ly in obtaining an exceptionally la rge 
s tore of furs which was taken back to St. Louis after the rendezvous 
was over. * ' It was probably during the winter of 1832-33 that Captain 
Bonneville made camp on the shores of Bear Lake while pass ing through 
the region. He had come into Idaho this t ime by way of Bear River . ^0 
(He had f i rs t entered Idaho by another route in 1823. ) 

In 1836 Dr. Marcus Whitman and his wife, on their way to Oregon 
with Reverend H. H. Spalding and his wife, passed through Bear Lake 
Valley with wagons. In 1842 Dr. Whitman and Elijah White led an 
immigrant t r a in of wagons into Oregon over this same route. In the 
following year Whitman led the f irs t a r m y of immigran ts to the nor th­
west over this road, and the Oregon Tra i l began its per iod of popular i ty . * 
There were 200 families and 120 wagons in this company. 

The Oregon Tra i l entered Bear Lake Valley from two different 
d i rec t ions , the older of which went along the southern and wes t e rn shores 
of Bear Lake, Today there is a "Tra i l s and L a n d m a r k s " m a r k e r stationed 
by the road between F i s h Haven and Garden City in m e m o r y of the yea r s 
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when those hardy pioneers passed along the t r a i l at this point. It 
r e ads : 

The F i r s t Oregon Tra i l 

The f irst wagons came into the valley in 1830, during 
which year they made the i r way as far west as F o r t Washakie, 
Wyoming. Continued efforts were made to find passable wagon 
t ra i l s through the mountains to the Pacific Coast, which goal 
was finally reached in 1840. 

At that t ime the ent i re northwest mountain a rea was 
known as the Oregon Country, and wes t e rn t ravel v/as e i ther 
to the "Oregon" or "California" regions . While ear ly maps 
give the probable location of the Oregon Tra i l somewhat to 
the north, well marked wagon ruts and s to r i e s of Indian and 
ear ly se t t l e r s of this region indicate that the f i rs t wagon 
migra t ion to Oregon followed the souther ly and wes te r ly 
shores of Bear Lake. Leaving this valley through a canyon 
to the northwest, they proceeded to the upper reaches of the 
Bear River . 

Additional color is given to this belief by the fact that 
this a r e a was the si te of an important t r appe r s rendezvous 
as ear ly as 1827 and well marked t r a i l s were followed for 
many yea r s in and out of the valley. 

A few years la te r a cut-off to the north was made and the Oregon 
Tra i l then came into p resen t Bear Lake County near the point where 
Bear River c ro s se s the state line from Wyoming. It then proceeded 
down into Bear Lake Valley, passed through the p resen t s i tes of 
Montpelier and Bennington, and went on to Soda Springs . 

The ear ly fur men played very l i t t le pa r t in the permanent h is tory 
of Bear Lake Valley, extract ing the fur wealth but giving nothing in 
r e tu rn except a li t t le knowledge to the ear ly Oregon Tra i l immigran t s 
and others who followed. The Oregon Tra i l immigran ts were no be t te r 
than the t r appe r s as far as the building of Bear Lake Valley was con­
cerned. Their g rea tes t des i r e was to move on as fast as poss ib le . 
Never theless the Bear Lake a r ea was soon to be the home of hundreds 
of Mormon p ioneers who w e r e seeking a pe rmanen t location. 



-10-

REFERENCES 

CHAPTER II 

1. Clyde A. Br idger , "The Counties of Idaho, " Pacific Northwest 
Quar ter ly (University of Washington, Universi ty Station, Seatt le, 
Washington, 1940), XXXI, p . 187. 

2. M. D. Beal, A History of Southeastern Idaho (Caxton P r i n t e r s , 
Ltd. , Caldwell, Idaho, 1942), p . 177. 

3. The old se t t l e r s claim the weather has moderated considerably. 
William J. Kunz, age eighty-four: (1948) Emily Matthews Rich, 
age seventy-seight ; and Mary E. Jacobs Rich, age eighty-eight, 
who have spent their l ives in the valley, were unanimous in making 
this claim. 

4. Beal, op. cit. , p . 177. 

5. John Dunn, P a r i s Post , citing Alfred B. Hart, 'History of Bloomington, 
Idaho, MS" . . . . four head of elk was the most I ever killed in one day, 
and I r e m e m b e r killing nine head of deer in one day. . . . I have cap­
tured in my t ime 109 bear . . . . Beaver were so numerous that t r a p ­
p e r s could average four every day. . . . My fishing and hunting ex­
per iences commenced in 1864 by taking a thir teen-pound trout from 
Bloomington Creek. When fishing on the lake I used a 140 foot 
seine and a boat. " 

6. "Journals of the Original P ioneers of Utah, 1847, " MS, June 18; 
composite copy on file, La t t e r -day Saint Church His tor ian ' s Office, 
Salt Lake City, Utah. 

7. Vardis F i s h e r , The Idaho Encyclopedia, compiled by the F e d e r a l 
Works P r o g r e s s Adminis t ra t ion (Caxton P r i n t e r s , Ltd. , Caldwell, 
Idaho, 1938), p . 144. 

8. Isaac K. Russel l and Howard R. Dr iggs , Hidden Heroes of the 
Rockies. (World Book Co. , Yonkers-On-Hudson, New York, 1925), 
p . 29. 

9. D. C. Rich, "A History of Bear Lake Valley, " MS, on file with the 
Daughters of the Utah P ionee r s , Salt Lake City, Utah. 

10. Russel l and Driggs, op. cit. , p . 38. 

11. Rich, op. cit. , p . 2. 

12. Russel l and Driggs, op. cit. , p . 41 . 

13. Ibid. , p . 81 . 

14. Ibid. , p . 88. 



- i l ­

l s . Ibid. , p. 90. 

16. Ibid. , p. 91. 

17. John H. Weston, personal interview, August 2, 1948. Mr. Weston 
read this information from mate r ia l received from a government 
man who came to take pictures of the old rendezvous. His name 
was Carl P . Russel l , United States National Pa rk Service , 333 
Hillyard Hall, Berkeley, California. Mr. Russe l l told him that of 
the sixteen Indian rendezvous in the United States this one had the 
most beautiful setting. 

18. Russe l l and Driggs, op. cit. , p. 159-

19. Weston, op. cit. 

20. Byron Defenbach, The State We Live In. (Caxton P r i n t e r s , Ltd. , 
1933, Caldwell, Idaho), p. 89. 

21. Beal, op. cit. , p. 80. 



-12-

SOME OF THE PIONEERS INTERVIEWED CONCERNING 

EARLY BEAR LAKE HISTORY 
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Three of the older pioneers interviewed in 1948 by the wr i t e r . Top: 
Jefferson Davis (age 84, in 1948), the f irs t white boy born in Montpelier, 
Idaho. Date of bir th: Sept. 24, 1864. Lower Left: J a m e s E. Hart , age 
91, the only living person (in 1948) who served in the Idaho T e r r i t o r i a l 
Leg i s la tu re . Lower Right: His half bro ther , Alfred B. Hart , age 77, who 
served in the Pres idency of the Bear Lake Stake for many y e a r s . They 
a r e the sons of J a m e s H. Hart ;who served in the stake pres idency from 
1871 throughout the pioneer period. 



1 3 -

* 

/ 

Top Left : W i l l i a m J . Kunz, age 84 a t t i m e of i n t e r v i e w in 1948. 
H i s f a the r and h i s f a t h e r ' s b r o t h e r s c a m e f r o m S w i t z e r l a n d to 
B e a r Lake in 1873, founding the s e t t l e m e n t of B e r n w h e r e I d a h o ' s 
f i r s t c h e e s e w a s m a d e wi th e q u i p m e n t b r o u g h t f r o m S w i t z e r l a n d . 
Top Righ t : M a r y J a c o b s (Rich) who c a m e to St. C h a r l e s wi th h e r 
p a r e n t s in Sept . 1864. The d i r t f loor of t h e i r h o m e w h i c h w a s 
half bu i l t when they a r r i v e d w a s c o m p l e t e l y f rozen . The f ami ly 
cut wi ld hay and put on the g r o u n d for the f loor the f i r s t w i n t e r . 
L o w e r Left : E m i l y Ma t thews (Rich) (age 78) w a s r e a r e d in the town 
of L i b e r t y , n e a r the m o u t h of E m i g r a t i o n Canyon . 
L o w e r Righ t : F r e d S a r b a c h (age 84) of M o n t p e l i e r , a s tone m a s o n 
who he lped bui ld the B e a r L a k e Stake T a b e r n a c l e and the F i e l d i n g 
A c a d e m y . 



CHAPTER III 

EXPLORATION AND SETTLEMENT 

The La t t e r -day Saints Hear of the Bear Lake Valley 

On June 28, 1847, the original pioneer company of the La t t e r -day 
Saints met J im Bridger . * They were located at that t ime on the Bear 
River, west of Br idge r ' s For t . As Brigham Young was des i rous to 
l ea rn from him as much as possible about the Great Basin and sur round­
ing country, Mr. Bridger offered to stay with them for the night if they 
would pull over and make camp at that t ime . ^ The Saints immediate ly 
accepted the offer. 

Mr. Bridger told them a great deal about the various val leys . He 
also told them that the maps of John C. F remont were fair ly good in 
summar iz ing the geography of Bear Lake Valley. Writing of this region 's 
r e sou rce s in his journal Mr. F remont s tated;3 

I can say of it in general t e r m s , that the bottoms of the r ive r 
(Bear), and some of the c reeks which I saw, form a natura l 
res t ing and recrui t ing station for t r a v e l e r s now, and in all 
t ime to come. The bottoms a r e extensive, water excellent, 
t imber sufficient, the soil good and well adapted to grains and 
g r a s s e s suited to such an elevated region. A mi l i t a ry post and 
civilized set t lement would be of great value he re , g ra s s and 
salt so much abound. The lake will furnish exhaust less sup­
plies of sal t . All of the mountains here a r e covered with a 
valuable, nutri t ious g r a s s , called bunch g r a s s , from the form 
in which it grows, which has a second growth in the fall. The 
beas t s of the Indians were fat upon it; our own found it a good 
substance, and its quantity will sus ta in any amount of cattle 
and make this t ruly a bucolic region. 

In the course of the conversat ion Mr. Bridger told the "Mormon" 
p ioneers about a li t t le valley within the Bear Lake Valley, where oak 
timber, sugar t r e e s , cottonwood, pine, and maple were growing. He 
stated that the re were not so many sugar maples but that there were 
plenty of beautiful pines t he r e . 

Mr. Bridger further told them of a man who had opened a farm in 
this valley , "Where the soil is good and likely to produce grain were it 
not for the excessive cold nights. "3 

The Saints had previously talked to a man by the name of Major 
Moses Har r i s who had evidently informed them that there were no t r e e s 
at all in the Bear Lake Valley. He had given them a l ess favorable 
impress ion of this valley, as well as of o thers , than J im Bridger 
thought they should have been given. Elder Howard Egan writes: '* 

-14-
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After I ate supper I went down to where Mr . Br idger 
was encamped, and from his appearance and conversat ion, 
I should not take him to be a man of t ruth. In his descr ip t ion 
of Bear River Valley and the surrounding country, which was 
very good, he c rossed himself a number of t i m e s . He said 
that Har r i s knew nothing about that pa r t of the country. He 
says there is plenty of t imber t he re ; that he had made sugar 
for the las t twenty yea r s where Har r i s said there was no 
t imber of any kind. But it is my opinion that, he spoke not 
knowing about the place, that we can depend on until we see 
for ourse lves . 

Peg Leg Smith, the Valley's F i r s t Sett ler 

The man to whom J im Bridger r e f e r r ed as farming in the Bear 
River Valley was a ce r ta in Mr. Thomas L. Smith, who had become 
known as Peg Leg Smith. -> He was located on an island in the Bear 
River where Dingle, Idaho, is located today (see map of Bear Lake 
County). Here he operated a cattle bus iness , a t rading post , and a 
horse exchange for Indians and for immigran t s to the Oregon country. 

Undoubtedly Br igham Young heard other r epo r t s about the Bear 
Lake Valley; but he must have been somewhat favorably impres sed with 
Mr. Br idge r ' s repor t of it as he wrote a l e t t e r to Mr. Smith, dated 
November 15, 1848, at Salt Lake City offering to buy his p roper ty . 
The le t t e r is as fol lows:0 

Great Salt Lake City 
November 15, 1848 

Mr . Smith 

Sir 

Having received by the hand of Isaac Brown a le t te r contain­
ing a schedule of your p roper ty and understanding that you 
have a d e s i r e to dispose of your es tabl ishment , cat t le , stock, 
e tc . , now in the Bear River Valley, I send herewith Mr. Lewis 
Robinson, a friend of mine , who is fully authorized to t rade 
with you and make suitable a r r angemen t s for pay, t r ans fe r 
and proper ty , etc . , and whatever a r r angemen t s he may make 
in r ega rd to the pay, you may consider me responsible for the 
amount. The coined money I have not now on hand, but we a r e 
p repar ing to put the gold dust into coin without any alloy, 
which if you a r e disposed to take, you can have out the value, 
but if you choose the Amer ican coined money we can probably 
get it by the time you want it. If not, it will probably save 
me some t rouble . "I have understood that you propose br ing­
ing goods to this country. If that is your intention and to 
supply the wants of the white inhabitants, I would be glad to 
have some understanding with you, and also to l ea rn what 
you could do down this winter , so as to make a r e t u r n ea r ly 
in the spr ing. I am s i r , 

Yours respectfully, 
Br igham Young" 
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The a n s w e r to t h i s l e t t e r i s u n a v a i l a b l e but no s a l e w a s m a d e . It a p ­
p e a r s f r o m th i s l e t t e r and c o r r e s p o n d e n c e tha t fol lowed tha t at l e a s t 
a few L a t t e r - d a y Sa in t s w e r e o c c a s i o n a l l y v i s i t i n g the B e a r L a k e 
Va l l ey as e a r l y a s 1848-49- On May 14, 1849, B r i g h a m Young w r o t e 
a n o t h e r l e t t e r to M r . S m i t h in wh ich he aga in i n d i c a t e d tha t M r . I s a a c 
B r o w n w a s in the B e a r L a k e Va l l ey : 

G r e a t Sal t L a k e City 
May 14, 1849 

M r . T h o m a s Smith: 

M r . W a l k e r , the Utah Chief, h a s sen t down to m e to w r i t e 
to you to r e q u e s t you to i n q u i r e among the Snake Ind ians 
for T e - e m p s wife and chi ld t ha t went down a m o n g t h e m s o m e 
s o m e t i m e ago , and if you a r e s u c c e s s f u l I wan t you to send 
t h e m to m e by W. I s a a c B r o w n and I wi l l s e e tha t t hey a r e 
r e s t o r e d to M r . W a l k e r and h is fami ly . 

He a l s o w a n t s you to hunt up T a t s a w e t t s Squaw tha t wen t 
a w a y wi th the Shoshone Ind ians and send h e r down at the 
s a m e t i m e . 

Y o u r s , 

B r i g h a m Young 

M r . Smi th a n s w e r e d B r i g h a m Young's l e t t e r on May 26. In it he 
of fe red to s e l l B r i g h a m Young two o r t h r e e h u n d r e d d o l l a r s ' w o r t h of 
s m a l l co ins for change , a s he had h e a r d tha t c h a n g e w a s s c a r c e . 
He s a i d he would t a k e c u r r e n c y for the s a m e . He of fered to t r a d e 
s k i n s , f u r s , e t c . , w i th the " M o r m o n s . " He a l s o m e n t i o n e d tha t he 
had had a h a r d t i m e keep ing the Ind i ans f r o m k i l l ing a M r . T u c k e r 
on a c c o u n t of the r e p o r t of B r i d g e r and V a s q u e z . 

M r . B r i d g e r and V a s q u e z had ev iden t ly s t a r t e d a r u m o r tha t one 
of M r . T u c k e r ' s m e n , E l i j a h (Barney) W a r d , had k i l l ed a c e r t a i n 
Bannock Ind ian . T h i s w a s the r e a s o n tha t the Ind ians w a n t e d to k i l l 
M r . T u c k e r . The Bannock Indian who w a s s u p p o s e d to be dead t u r n e d 
up a l i ve at F o r t H a l l . A Snake Indian had b e e n k i l l ed i n s t e a d . M r . 
S m i t h did not th ink tha t B r i d g e r and V a s q u e z had k i l l e d h i m a s they 
w e r e " too c o w a r d l y " but thought t hey wan ted to b l a m e the M o r m o n s 
for it in o r d e r to c a u s e t r o u b l e b e t w e e n the Ind ians and the M o r m o n s , 

o 
a s t h e y w e r e j e a l o u s of the M o r m o n s ' t r a d i n g w i th the I n d i a n s . 

B r i g h a m Young, in h i s l e t t e r of J u n e 2, 1849, to ld M r . Smi th 
tha t the M o r m o n s would be happy to t r a d e wi th h i m if he -would l o w e r 
h i s p r i c e s . F r o m th i s c o r r e s p o n d a n c e b e t w e e n B r i g h a m Young and 
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P e g L e g Smi th , i t i s ev iden t t ha t L a t t e r - d a y Saint m e n v i s i t e d the 
B e a r L a k e Va l l ey qui te f r equen t ly . T h e r e i s a no te c o n c e r n i n g the 
P o t t a w a t t a m i e High Counci l (in Iowa) d i s c u s s i n g P e g Leg S m i t h ' s 
buying c o r n for $ 1 . 00 p e r b u s h e l f r o m the Sa in t s and then in the dead 
of w i n t e r t r y i n g to se l l it to " B r o t h e r " B r o w n for $ 1 . 0 0 p e r p in t . 

M r . Smi th s t ayed in the B e a r L a k e V a l l e y un t i l 1863, when he 
f inal ly b e c a m e d i s c o u r a g e d and left , due to the I n d i a n s ' con t i nua l l y 
s t e a l i n g h i s c a t t l e , e t c . It i s r e p o r t e d tha t when he left , he m e t the 
p i o n e e r s coming into the v a l l e y . T h e r e is no r e c o r d tha t he w a s 
e v e r bought out by B r i g h a m Young. 

M a n e u v e r s A g a i n s t J o h n s t o n ' s A r m y 

The nex t r e p o r t of t h e L a t t e r - d a y Sa in t s in the B e a r L a k e V a l l e y 
i s da t ed O c t o b e r , 1857. A n u m b e r of t r o o p s w e r e t h e r e d u r i n g o p e r ­
a t i ons tha t w e r e d e s i g n e d to p r e v e n t J o h n s t o n ' s A r m y f r o m e n t e r i n g 
Utah . 

Why Co lon iza t ion of the Va l l ey Was D e l a y e d 

T h e r e w e r e a number of r e a s o n s why the L a t t e r - d a y Saint C h u r c h 
A u t h o r i t i e s did not co lon ize the B e a r L a k e Va l l ey s o o n e r than they 
did. One r e a s o n w a s the g e n e r a l opinion they had f o r m e d tha t , due 
to i t s h igh a l t i t ude and e a r l y f r o s t s , it w a s no t s u i t a b l e for the g r o w ­
ing of g r a i n s , e t c . A n o t h e r r e a s o n w a s t h a t the F o r t L e m h i e x p e r i ­
ence had m a d e t h e m s o m e w h a t h e s i t a n t about the Ind ians in the n o r t h . 
J o h n s t o n ' s A r m y a l s o changed L a t t e r - d a y Saint C h u r c h po l i cy of 
c o l o n i z a t i o n . Then , too , i t had b e e n the o r i g i n a l i d e a to c o l o n i z e m o r e 
of the l a n d s sou th of the Sal t L a k e Va l l ey . T h i s w a s one r e a s o n B r i g ­
h a m Young thought it b e s t to m o v e the c a p i t a l to F i l l m o r e , w h e r e it 
would be n e a r e r the c e n t e r of the c o l o n i e s . Upon d i s c o v e r y of the 
s m a l l a m o u n t of t i l l a b l e land to t h e south , h o w e v e r , and a l s o due to 
the s c a r c i t y of w a t e r in the l o w e r end of the r e g i o n , a change in p l a n s 
w a s n e c e s s i t a t e d . 

Why t h e Va l l ey Was Se t t l ed in 1863 

14 
On May 20, 1862, C o n g r e s s p a s s e d a h o m e s t e a d law wh ich 

opened up a lot of new land for s e t t l e m e n t . A p e r s o n could file on 
1 60 a c r e s and, a f t e r l iv ing on it five y e a r s , would r e c e i v e c l e a r t i t l e 
to i t . B r i g h a m Young w a s anx ious tha t t he L a t t e r - d a y Sa in t s s e c u r e 
the B e a r L a k e Va l l ey for t h e m s e l v e s . If t hey did not , it m i g h t be t h a t 
un f r i end ly G e n t i l e s would now t a k e up the l and . 

One of the e a r l y s e t t l e r s w a s a s k e d why the C h u r c h l e a d e r s had 
B e a r L a k e Va l l ey s e t t l ed when m u c h of the l and b e t w e e n t h e r e and 
Salt L a k e w a s s p a r s e l y i nhab i t ed . His a n s w e r w a s tha t B r i g h a m 
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Young felt tha t if the B e a r L a k e Va l l ey w a s s e c u r e d for the " S a i n t s " 
t hey could f in i sh f i l l ing in the r e s t of the r e g i o n s l a t e r . 

In the s p r i n g of 1862 Colonel T h o m a s M a r t i n e a u and a few o the r 
m e n f r o m C a c h e Va l l ey m a d e a t r i p into the B e a r L a k e Va l l ey on 
h o r s e s . T h i s a p p e a r s to have been s o r t of an exped i t ion to do a l i t t l e 
e x p l o r i n g m o r e o r l e s s for the p l e a s u r e of i t . M r . M a r t i n e a u s t a t e s 
tha t he had only b e e n back t h r e e d a y s , h o w e v e r , when he wen t aga in 
w i th a l a r g e g r o u p to e x p l o r e the v a l l e y . T h i s s e e m s to h a v e b e e n an 
off ic ial ca l l by B r i g h a m Young to a n u m b e r of m e n f r o m C a c h e Va l l ey 
to i n v e s t i g a t e the B e a r L a k e Va l l ey and m a d e r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s con ­
c e r n i n g the f ea s ib i l i t y of s e t t l i ng t h e r e . M r . M a r t i n e a u , who w a s the 
t o p o g r a p h e r and h i s t o r i a n , m a d e the fol lowing s t a t e m e n t 1° c o n c e r ­
ning the t r i p : 

I w a s one of the e x p l o r i n g p a r t y in to B e a r L a k e Va l l ey , 
c r o s s i n g the m o u n t a i n s a t the head of B l a c k s m i t h ' s F o r k 
R i v e r . In s o m e p l a c e s our t r a i l l a y a long p r e c i p i c e s , b a r e l y 
wide enough for a h o r s e to p a s s a long , and w h e r e a s ing le 
f a l s e s t e p would send one to c e r t a i n dea th , but we had no 
a c c i d e n t . On our r e t u r n by the s o u r c e of L i t t l e B e a r R ive r , 
we d i s c o v e r e d a l a r g e d e p o s i t of v e r y r i c h i r o n o r e , a s s a y ­
ing 70 p e r cen t . T h r e e days a f te r our r e t u r n I s t a r t e d w i th 
a s t r o n g c o m p a n y on a n o t h e r t o u r of e x p l o r a t i o n into B e a r 
L a k e Va l l ey , by way of Cub R i v e r , and m a d e a t h o r o u g h e x a m ­
ina t ion of i t s f a c i l i t i e s for s e t t l e m e n t , e t c . I w a s h i s t o r i a n 
and t o p o g r a p h e r , and m a d e r e p o r t to B r i g h a m Young tha t the 
va l l ey w a s su i t ab l e for s e t t l e m e n t , it be ing g e n e r a l l y s u p ­
p o s e d n o n - i n h a b i t a b l e by r e a s o n of i t s a l t i t u d e - - n e a r l y 7, 000 
feet above s e a l e v e l . We r e t u r n e d by way of Soda S p r i n g s , and 
had m u c h diff icul ty and d a n g e r in s w i m m i n g our h o r s e s a c r o s s 
B e a r R i v e r and o t h e r swol len , r a g i n g t o r r e n t s fed by the m e l t ­
ing s n o w s . 

T h i s f a v o r a b l e r e p o r t of E l d e r M a r t i n e a u , a long wi th o t h e r 
g e n e r a l i n f o r m a t i o n a l r e a d y in the p o s s e s s i o n of the L a t t e r - d a y Saints , 
c a u s e d B r i g h a m Young to f u r t h e r c o n s i d e r a p e r m a n e n t s e t t l e m e n t . 

On Augus t 23 , 1863, B r i g h a m Young c a l l e d a m e e t i n g at Logan , 
Utah . He s t a t e d tha t the p u r p o s e of the m e e t i n g w a s to t a k e i m m e d ­
i a t e p o s s e s s i o n of the B e a r L a k e Va l l ey by send ing a c o m p a n y t h e r e 
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t ha t fa l l . The a l m o s t c o m p l e t e ann ih i l a t i on of the t r o u b l e s o m e 
n o r t h e r n Ind ians by F e d e r a l s o l d i e r s at B a t t l e C r e e k in J a n u a r y , 
1863 gave t h e S a i n t s e n c o u r a g e m e n t t ha t t h e i r out ly ing c o l o n i e s would 
now be r e a s o n a b l y s e c u r e f r o m Indian d e p r e d a t i o n s . 

A p o s t l e C h a r l e s C. R i c h w a s c h o s e n to l e a d an e x p l o r i n g p a r t y 
in to the v a l l e y and s e l e c t a s i t e for s e t t l e m e n t . A few m e n f r o m C a c h e 
Va l l ey w e r e c a l l e d to t ake w a g o n s o v e r wi th an eye to p e r m a n e n t 
s e t t l e m e n t . " F i f ty h o r s e m e n w e r e s e l e c t e d to e x p l o r e the v a l l e y . 



-19-

They made their way from Frankl in to Mink Creek and over the moun­
tains that separa ted Cache Valley from Bear Lake Valley, entering 
from the northwest by way of what is now known as Emigra t ion Canyon. 
They followed the creek to the valley floor, where they divided into 
two groups. One group went south along the east side of the valley; 
the other went south along the west side of the valley. They explored 
as far south as p resen t -day F i sh Haven. 

An Agreement with Washakie 

The se t t l e r s selected a site for a permanent set t lement on the west 
side of the valley about eight mi les nor th of the middle on the nor th side 
of a s t r e a m known as North Twin Creek. It la ter became known as 
P a r i s Creek. The expedition next met and made a t r ea ty with the 
Indian t r ibes near the lake. The Bannocks and the Shoshones were 
al l ies who t raveled through the Southern Idaho region. The Bannock 
chief was Tighi and the Shoshone chief was Washakie, a friend of 
Br igham Young. General Rich told the two chiefs that Br igham Young 
des i red to open up the Bear Lake Country for set t lement , explaining 
that they would like the Indians ' consent and cooperation. ^* The 
Indians were willing to give their consent but wanted the country at the 
south end of the lake to r emain as a camping ground for themse lves . 
It was also agreed that the whites were to contribute what they could 
from their c rops to visiting Indians. In re turn , the chiefs would do 
all they could to keep the Indians from molesting the white men or 
from stealing from them. Washakie wanted the white men to know, 
however, that something might happen in spite of the chief 's efforts, 
as he said: "Indians very much like white m e n - - s o m e good, some 
bad; we can ' t control them. Some young bucks will s teal , but if they 
steal your stock and we find it out, we will send them back. " One 

23 wr i t e r s ta tes that he subsequently did this on severa l occas ions . 

As the par ty came back through Cache Valley, other families were 
called to go to Bear Lake to set t le . General Rich then went on to 
Salt Lake where he repor ted his actions to Br igham Young, who san­
ctioned all that had been done and stated that Bear Lake could become 
a grea t country. 

Apostle Rich was ins t ructed to wait until after fall conference be ­
fore re turning to the se t t lement . Accordingly, he -went back in Octob­
er with a group of horsemen, which included General Rich, Lorin F a r r , 
Captain Jefferson Hunt of Mormon Battalion fame, Joseph C. Rich, 
Thomas R. Mil ler , Richard Hopkins, and George Hill, and an Indian 
i n t e rp re t e r . They took with them many pack animals with p rov i s ­
ions for the colony. At that t ime the re was no road up Ogden Canyon, 
but an Indian t r a i l was followed through to what is now Huntsville; 
thence up Beaver Canyon to Skunk Creek; and then to Blacksmi th ' s 
Fork and up Lodge Pole Canyon into Round Valley, now Meadowville, 
at the south end of the lake. At the Big Spring the re , Mr. Hill shot 
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two t e n - p o u n d t r o u t , wh ich w e r e " d i s p o s e d of in the u s u a l m a n n e r 
wi thout c o m p l a i n t f r o m any g a m e w a r d e n . " 

The S e t t l e r s A r r i v e 

The f i r s t of the s e t t l e r s who w e r e ca l l ed to e n t e r the va l l ey wi th 
t h e i r w a g o n s a r r i v e d at t he c h o s e n s i t e on S e p t e m b e r 26, 1863. The 
c o m p a n y w a s c o m p o s e d of John P o o l , C h a r l e s A t k i n s and h i s wife Ann 
A t k i n s , C a s s Whi t t l e , W i l l i a m H a r r i s , L e w i s R i c k s , T h o m a s Sle ight , 
J o h n B r i g h t , T h o m a s M a n t l e , E b e n e z a r L a n d e r , J . B o w m a n , A lex 

? 5 A l l e n and Mat thew F i f i e ld . They had c o m e in e l even w a g o n s . 

T h o m a s S l e i g h t ' s d i a r y , though br ief , p r o v i d e s an i n t e r e s t i n g 
a c c o u n t of the t r i p into the v a l l e y . He w r i t e s : 

I w a s c a l l e d on a m i s s i o n to B e a r L a k e Va l l ey S e p t e m b e r 14, 
1863. So I a c c o r d i n g l y fixed up and s t a r t e d on the 15th of 
S e p t e m b e r wi th B r o t h e r L e w i s [Ricks) and t r a v e l e d to 
F r a n k l i n , s t ayed at B r o t h e r W e b s t e r . 1 6 t h - - t r a v e l e d about 
two m i l e s and c a m p e d at the m o u t h of Cub C r e e k Canyon. 
Our c o m p a n y now c o n s i s t s of e l even w a g o n s and a r e w a i t ­
ing for m o r e , a l s o o r d e r s f r o m B r o t h e r R i c h who i s ahead 
of u s . Our w a g o n s a r e to (sic] h e a v y loaded and ou r t e a m s 
l ight ; one yoke of oxen on h e a d . The days hot and n igh t cold, 
ou r d e s i r e i s to bui ld up the c i t i e s of Zion and by the he lp of 
t h e L o r d we hope to a c c o m p l i s h i t . 1 7 t h - - t h e o r d e r s of 
B r o t h e r R i c h a r r i v e d t h i s m o r n i n g ; we w e r e to t r a v e l o v e r 
the m o u n t a i n ; 1 8 t h - - S u n d a y , t r a v e l e d a l l day; r o a d s bad , no 
feed for c a t t l e , c a m p e d a t t he foot of a b ig m o u n t a i n . Monday, 
1 9 t h - - s t a r t e d to m a k e a r o a d to the s ide of the m o u n t a i n , 2 0 t h - -
t h e s a m e . 2 1 s t - - d o u b l e t e a m s and go up the m o u n t a i n wi thout 
a c c i d e n t . 2 2 n d - - g o t o v e r the m o u n t a i n wi thou t a c c i d e n t , r o a d 
v e r y bad . 2 3 r d - - t r a v e l e d on a b e t t e r r o a d . 2 4 t h - - g o t o v e r the 
d iv ide . 2 5 t h - - a f t e r w o r k i n g h a r d to c l e a r the t i m b e r f r o m the 
r o a d we a r r i v e d in B e a r L a k e Va l l ey . 2 6 t h - - t r a v e l e d un t i l 
noon and a r r i v e d at ou r d e s t i n a t i o n . 

2 7 
It had t a k e n e ight days to t r a v e l a p p r o x i m a t e l y f o r t y - s i x m i l e s . 

The r o a d had had to be m a d e a s the c o m p a n y a d v a n c e d . The s ide of 
the m o u n t a i n had to be w o r k e d b e f o r e a wagon could p r o c e e d wi thout 
hav ing to be he ld in o r d e r to p r e v e n t a t i p o v e r . A plow, p i c k s , and 
s h o v e l s w e r e u s e d to l e v e l the road and m a k e it p a s s a b l e . B e f o r e a 
wagon could t r a v e l down the B e a r L a k e s ide , the dead t i m b e r in the 
canyon had to be cut and c l e a r e d away . They cut only such t i m b e r 
and m a d e such b r i d g e s a s w e r e a b s o l u t e l y n e c e s s a r y . 

29 The nex t day a n o t h e r c o m p a n y wi th twe lve w a g o n s a r r i v e d . 7 The 
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This house w a s bu i l t in the fall and w i n t e r of 1863. It i s 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the h o u s e s in w h i c h the f i r s t w i n t e r w a s s p e n t . 
Two young m a r r i e d c o u p l e s , C h a r l e s Atk ins and wife and T h o m a s 
S le igh t and wife , spen t the w i n t e r in i t . They d r e w a l ine down 
t h e c e n t e r of the r o o m f r o m the m i d d l e of the f ron t d o o r , and one 
coup le l ived on one s ide of the l ine and the o t h e r coup le l ived on 
the o t h e r s i d e . It i s sa id they l ived in p e r f e c t h a r m o n y wi th e a c h 
o t h e r . 
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peop le con t inued to a r r i v e t h r o u g h o u t the nex t m o n t h . E v i d e n t l y s o m e 
of the peop le who a r r i v e d , qu ick ly b e c a m e d i s c o u r a g e d and went b a c k . 
T h o m a s Sle ight r e c o r d s in h i s d i a r y on O c t o b e r 13th: " S e v e r a l p e r ­
s o n s have a r r i v e d and gone b a c k d i s s a t i s f i e d . "3° The snow and cold 
n igh t s p r o b a b l y affected the wi l l of s o m e to s t ay , a s i t snowed a s 
e a r l y a s S e p t e m b e r 28, two days af ter the f i r s t w a g o n s a r r i v e d . 

In the t r u e s p i r i t of L a t t e r - d a y Saint c o o p e r a t i o n , the s e t t l e r s 
w e r e d iv ided into -work g r o u p s in o r d e r to b e t t e r a c c o m p l i s h t h e i r 
m u l t i p l e t a s k s . Some cut wild hay for w i n t e r feed whi le o t h e r s cut 

31 and hau led quaking a s p e n s , and s t i l l o t h e r s bui l t the c a b i n s . The 
quaking a s p e n in the m o u t h of the canyon soon gave out and a r o a d had 
to be m a d e up to the p i n e s . It w a s n e c e s s a r y to bui ld five b r i d g e s 
o v e r P a r i s C r e e k to c o m p l e t e t h i s r o a d . 

The m e n of the f i r s t c o m p a n y soon r e t u r n e d to Utah to get t h e i r 
w i v e s . 

T h e hu t s w e r e s i t u a t e d a long the bank of N o r t h Twin C r e e k ( P a r i s 
33 Creek ) in no p a r t i c u l a r p a t t e r n at f i r s t . On G e n e r a l R i c h ' s r e t u r n , 

he b r o u g h t F r e d P e r r i s b a c k w i th h i m . M r . P e r r i s s u r v e y e d two 
t i e r s of t e n - a c r e b l o c k s on t h e n o r t h s ide of the c r e e k . F r o m t h i s , a 
s y s t e m a t i c t o w n s i t e w a s begun . 33 T h i s b e c a m e P a r i s (a c o r r u p t i o n of 
the n a m e P e r r i s , for w h o m t h e s e t t l e m e n t w a s n a m e d ) , the f i r s t 
s e t t l e m e n t . 

B e c a u s e the w i n t e r w a s m i l d the s e t t l e r s w e r e ab le to hau l l ogs 
f r o m the canyon a good d e a l of the t i m e . T h i r t y - f o u r log hu t s w e r e 
c o m p l e t e d by s p r i n g , a l l w i th d i r t f l o o r s and r o o f s . In a l l , f o r t y -
e ight m e n , fo r ty w o m e n , and about t h i r t y c h i l d r e n s t a y e d in the v a l l e y 
the f i r s t y e a r , a m o n g t h e m C h a r l e s C. R ich , who s t a y e d un t i l D e c e m ­
b e r b e f o r e r e t u r n i n g to o t h e r d u t i e s . B e f o r e l e av ing , he put R o b e r t 
K. W i l l i a m s and Alonzo B i n g h a m in c h a r g e of the co lony and i n s t r u c ­
ted the p e o p l e w h e r e to bui ld a m e e t i n g h o u s e . 

The l a s t g r o u p of s e t t l e r s who c a m e in 1863 found two feet of snow 
in the m o u n t a i n s and w e r e unab l e to ge t two of t h e i r w a g o n s t h r o u g h . 
In fac t , t he w a g o n s w e r e not r e t r i e v e d un t i l the following s u m m e r . 3^ 
J o s e p h C. R i c h m a n a g e d to ge t t h r o u g h wi th a load of f lour j u s t t h r e e 
d a y s b e f o r e C h r i s t m a s . He s t a y e d unt i l a f t e r New Y e a r ' s Day, when 
he r e t u r n e d to Sal t L a k e . 
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SOME O F THE BEAR LAKE P I O N E E R S O F 1863 

JULIUS AUGUSTUS CEASER 
AUSTIN 

WILLIAM BIRD 

I 

JOHN BUNNEY 

PHINEAS COOK 
B o r n 1819 

* 

J A M E S DIMMICK M A T T H E W P H E L P S F I F I E L D 
B o r n 1830 
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LEVI GIFFORD, JR. 
Born 1837 

PETER GREENHALGH 
Born 1830 

CHRISTIAN HOGENSON 
Born 1830 

CHARLES HENRY MALLORY 
Born 1840 

JOHN MAUGHAN 
Born 1830 

WILLIAM SEVERN, SR. 
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C H A P T E R IV 

CIVILIZATION BEGINS TO BLOSSOM 

The F i r s t W i n t e r 

The f i r s t chi ld b o r n in the v a l l e y w a s the son of John and M. 
D a v e n p o r t Maughan , b o r n O c t o b e r 21, 1863. L e s s than t h r e e w e e k s 
l a t e r , N o v e m b e r 9, 1863, a d a u g h t e r w a s b o r n to M r . and M r s . 
P e t e r H o g e n s e n . She w a s given the n a m e of A g n e s . 

F o r t u n a t e l y for the p i o n e e r s of the v a l l e y , t he w i n t e r of 1863-4 
w a s a r a t h e r open one . T h e r e w a s n e v e r m o r e than a foot of snow on 
the va l l ey f loor . Much of the s tock fo r aged for i t s own feed n e a r l y 
a l l w i n t e r l ong . The s e t t l e m e n t had p len ty of p r o v i s i o n s so tha t no 
one suf fe red f r o m h u n g e r , a l though v a r i e t y in the d ie t w a s r a t h e r 
l i m i t e d . 

A few days b e f o r e the f i r s t C h r i s t m a s in the v a l l e y T h o m a s 
S le igh t and L e w i s R i c k s s t a r t e d on h o r s e b a c k for L o g a n . T h e r e w e r e 
about two feet of snow in the canyon , and a t r a i l w a s s t i l l v i s i b l e 
w h e r e o t h e r s had p r e v i o u s l y t r o d d e n . M e s s r s . R i c k s and S le igh t 
w e r e ab le to ge t t h r o u g h wi thout diff icul ty . On t h e i r r e t u r n t r i p a 
b l i z z a r d c a m e up , h o w e v e r , and they soon d i s c o v e r e d tha t t he snow 
had i n c r e a s e d to four feet d e e p . As a r e s u l t t h e i r p r o g r e s s w a s 
s lowed down c o n s i d e r a b l y , and by d a r k t hey w e r e only to the s u m m i t . 
They had n e i t h e r bedding n o r m a t c h e s . Not only they but t h e i r h o r ­
s e s a s w e l l w e r e e x h a u s t e d ; they could not go on. In t h i s p r e d i c a ­
m e n t t hey s a v e d t h e m s e l v e s f r o m p e r i s h i n g in a v e r y u n u s u a l m a n n e r , 
one wh ich n e v e r would have o c c u r r e d to a n o v i c e . They c h a r g e d t h e i r 
p i s t o l s wi th p o w d e r and r a g s , and shot t h e m off. The shoot ing ign i t ed 
the r a g s and wi th gen t l e blowing they soon had a b l a z e . T h r o u g h o u t 
the n ight t hey b u s i e d t h e m s e l v e s hunt ing d r y s t i c k s for the f i r e . 

By m o r n i n g t h e s t o r m had a b a t e d and M r . S le ight and M r . R i c k s 
s t a r t e d for h o m e . By fol lowing the old t r a i l a s m u c h a s p o s s i b l e , t h e y 
f inal ly a r r i v e d in P a r i s tha t even ing , t i r e d but happy to be a l i ve and 
sa f e . 

In F e b r u a r y 1864 W i l l i a m H a r m o n s o n and H e z e k i a h Duffin wen t 
o v e r t h e m o u n t a i n s on h o r s e s to F r a n k l i n . The l i t t l e co lony w a s 
going to put on a p lay , W i l l i a m T e l l , and found tha t t hey n e e d e d s o m e 
m u s i c . H o w e v e r , M r . H a r m o n s o n ' s v io l in s t r i n g s w e r e b r o k e n and 
the c l o s e s t p l a c e to get t h e m w a s at F r a n k l i n . The m e n had d i f f icu l ­
ty ge t t ing t h r o u g h , be ing c o m p e l l e d to c a m p in the m o u n t a i n s for 
t h r e e n i g h t s wi thout the n e c e s s a r y food or bedd ing but "by t h e k ind 
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he lp of P r o v i d e n c e , and p e r s e v e r e n c e on t h e i r p a r t , t hey pu l l ed 
t h r o u g h , and b r o u g h t the f iddle s t r i n g s which a f forded m u c h p l e a s ­
u r e to the p e o p l e . " 

W i l l i a m Te l l , the f i r s t p l ay in the h i s t o r y of the v a l l e y , w a s put 
on in the new log m e e t i n g h o u s e on F e b r u a r y 23 . Gideon H a r m o n s o n 
p a r t i c i p a t e d on the p r o g r a m wi th s p e c i a l n u m b e r s a s a c o m e d i a n and 
r e c e i v e d good r e s p o n s e . The t h e a t r i c a l p e r f o r m a n c e w a s enjoyed by 
bo th a u d i e n c e and a c t o r s . 

F o r f u r t h e r e n t e r t a i n m e n t a cho i r w a s o r g a n i z e d , c o m p o s e d of 
John Bunny a s l e a d e r , w i th John C o z z e n s , M a r y S e v e r n , M a r g a r e t 
Savage and L i z z i e Duffin a s m e m b e r s . The c h o i r h e l p e d g r e a t l y to 
en l iven the s e t t l e r s and k e e p t h e m e n t e r t a i n e d t h r o u g h o u t the long , 
t i r e s o m e w i n t e r . 

A n o t h e r f o r m of r e c r e a t i o n w a s the d a n c e . Th i s k ind of e n t e r ­
t a i n m e n t s e e m s to have b e e n r a t h e r f r equen t , w i th at l e a s t t h r e e 
d a n c e s in F e b r u a r y , on the 1st , 15th, and 29th. Al l d a n c e s w e r e 
opened and c l o s e d wi th p r a y e r " a s t hey w e r e c o n s i d e r e d bo th b e n e ­
f ic ia l to body and m i n d . " 

T h o m a s Sle ight m e n t i o n e d in h i s d i a r y tha t the s e t t l e r s could 
m a k e t h e i r duty e i t h e r a p l e a s u r e o r a b u r d e n and he felt t ha t it w a s 
the a i m of a l l to m a k e it a p l e a s u r e . He f u r t h e r s t a t e d : 

I know of none tha t w e r e h o m e s i c k , t h e y a l l b r o u g h t 
the r e c i p e to c u r e a l l c o m p l a i n t s 'with t h e m , and a s t ha t 
r e c i p e i s good today I a m t e m p t e d to r e v e a l the s e c r e t 
so tha t you r e a d e r s can have the benef i t of i t . It i s Duty . 
If anyone i s unhappy l e t t h e m l e a r n t h e i r duty; it wi l l s ave 
u s f r o m a m u l t i t u d e of s i n s , and o u r n e i g h b o r s wi l l s h a r e 
in ou r h a p p i n e s s . 

B i s h o p R o b e r t K. W i l l i a m s c a l l e d for r e l i g i o u s s e r v i c e s to be 
he ld in t h e b e s t h o u s e in the co lony . H e r e t hey w e r e he ld e a c h Sunday 
un t i l t h e log m e e t i n g h o u s e w a s bu i l t . A m e e t i n g c a l l e d " T h e School 
of the P r o p h e t s " a l s o w a s he ld e a c h T h u r s d a y even ing a s w e l l a s on 
Sunday . The m e e t i n g h o u s e , m a d e of l ogs and m e a s u r i n g t w e n t y feet 
by s ix ty fee t , had one s m a l l window w h i c h gave s c a n t l i gh t . F e w 
d o o r s and windows m a d e the h e a t i n g p r o b l e m e a s i e r . In t h o s e d a y s 
g l a s s w a s not a l w a y s o b t a i n a b l e , and g r e a s e d wh i t e m u s l i n w a s often 
u s e d for w i n d o w s . Th i s p r e v e n t e d the cold f r o m com i ng in but a l l owed 
s o m e l ight to f i l t e r t h r o u g h . 

T h e wi ld a n i m a l s of the v a l l e y w e r e a g r e a t dea l of a n u i s a n c e to 
the e a r l y s e t t l e r s , e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g the f i r s t y e a r . B e a r s , w o l v e s , 
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w o l v e r i n e s , wild c a t s , foxes , b a d g e r s , and g r o u n d s q u i r r e l s w e r e 
a l l p r e s e n t . The w o l v e s would often a t t a ck the fo rag ing c a t t l e , 
cu t t ing t h e i r h a m s t r i n g s at t h e h e e l , m a k i n g t h e m h e l p l e s s and then 
d e v o u r i n g t h e m a l i v e . As soon a s an a n i m a l w a s h e l p l e s s , w o l v e s 
would a p p e a r f r o m e v e r y w h e r e . 

About M a r c h 1, 1864, two m e n c a m e o v e r the m o u n t a i n s on 
s n o w s h o e s and b r o u g h t the s e t t l e r s n e w s of the o u t s i d e w o r l d . The 
s e t t l e r s had h e a r d p r a c t i c a l l y noth ing w h a t e v e r al l w i n t e r c o n c e r n i n g 
the t e r r i b l e s t r u g g l e b e t w e e n the n o r t h and sou th w h i c h w a s at i t s peak , 
so a l l w e r e g lad to s e e t h e s e w e l c o m e m e s s e n g e r s . ' 

A s s p r i n g c a m e , m e n b e g a n to e x p l o r e t h e v a l l e y , s eek ing out 
the b e s t l o c a t i o n s to m a k e p e r m a n e n t h o m e s . E v e n t u a l l y about t w o -
t h i r d s of the P a r i s co lony b r o k e up and c h o s e s i t e s for p e r m a n e n t 
h o m e s e l s e w h e r e in the v a l l e y . Som e c h o s e L i b e r t y , and s o m e c h o s e 
Ovid. A few peop le c h o s e M o n t p e l i e r , but B e a r R i v e r wi th the o v e r ­
flow f r o m the l a k e in the s p r i n g m a d e the w a t e r t h r e e o r four m i l e s 
w i d e . Not to be t h w a r t e d , d u r i n g the e a r l y p a r t of A p r i l 1864 John 
C o z z e n s and a few o t h e r s bu i l t a f l a t - b o t t o m e d boa t and s a i l e d ove r 
to w h e r e M o n t p e l i e r i s now l o c a t e d . Some f a m i l i e s a t f i r s t c h o s e 
B l o o m i n g t o n C r e e k ; but , th ink ing t h e r e w a s only enough land for two 
f a m i l i e s , t hey changed t h e i r m i n d s and went to M o n t p e l i e r i n s t e a d . ' 

The f i r s t s e t t l e r s to e n t e r the v a l l e y in the s p r i n g of 1864 c a m e 
about A p r i l f i r s t . They c a m e by way of Soda S p r i n g s , Idaho , a 
r o u t e wh ich w a s about fo r ty m i l e s f u r t h e r to the n o r t h and a n o t h e r 
fo r ty m i l e s f u r t h e r back to the sou thwes t , but w h i c h avo ided the m o u n ­
t a i n s . O t h e r s soon fol lowed, com i ng o v e r t h i s s a m e r o u t e . 

B e f o r e A p o s t l e R i c h r e t u r n e d d u r i n g the l a s t w e e k in A p r i l , the 
peop le had begun to plow; and, a s e a c h m a n g e n e r a l l y had only two 
oxen, m o s t m e n c o m b i n e d t h e i r f o r c e s unt i l a f t e r t he p l an t ing s e a s o n . 

B r i g h a m Young V i s i t s the Va l l ey 

B r i g h a m Young and c o m p a n y a r r i v e d in the B e a r L a k e Va l l ey on 
May 20, 1864. P r e s i d e n t Young ' s p u r p o s e in c o m i n g w a s to c o m p l y 
w i th the w i s h e s of A p o s t l e R i ch , who w a s anx ious to have h i m c o m e 
e a r l y to a id in s e l e c t i n g t o w n s i t e s so tha t the s e t t l e r s could ge t b u s y 
m a k i n g t h e i r p e r m a n e n t h o m e s and beg in t h e i r f a r m i n g . *•*• On t h i s , 
the f i r s t t r i p of B r i g h a m Young into B e a r L a k e Va l l ey , t h e r e w e r e 
153 peop l e in t h e p a r t y , e i g h t y - s i x of w h o m w e r e in w a g o n s , inc lud ing 
a n u m b e r of w o m e n , and s i x t y - s e v e n w e r e on h o r s e s . B e s i d e s B r i g h a m 
Young, o t h e r g e n e r a l a u t h o r i t i e s in the p a r t y w e r e P r e s i d e n t H e b e r C. 
K i m b a l l , A p o s t l e s G e o r g e A l b e r t Smi th , John T a y l o r , and Wi l fo rd 
Woodruff. 



- 3 3 -

B e c a u s e it w a s so e a r l y in t h s s p r i n g , the t r i p w a s m u c h h a r d e r 
than it would have been a m o n t h o r s ix w e e k s l a t e r . It took t h e m 
f r o m 6:00 a. m . on May 19, when they left F r a n k l i n , unt i l 3:00 a m 
the following m o r n i n g to a r r i v e in P a r i s . T h i s w a s a c c o m p l i s h e d only 
wi th t h e he lp of the l o c a l c o n s t i t u e n c y . H e b e r C. K i m b a l l ' s son, 
So lomon F . K i m b a l l , a lad of s e v e n t e e n a t the t i m e of the t r i p , l a t e r 
w r o t e an a c c u r a t e and r a t h e r i n t e r e s t i n g a c c o u n t of t h i s t r i p ^ w h i c h 
i s w e l l w o r t h r e a d i n g . 

The r i s i n g g e n e r a t i o n know but l i t t l e of the h a r d s h i p s 
e n d u r e d in e a r l y d a y s by the l ead ing m e n of t h i s c h u r c h , 
wh i l e they w e r e he lp ing the poor s a i n t s to e s t a b l i s h t h e m ­
s e l v e s in t h e s e v a l l e y s . In o r d e r to m a k e p l a in to t h e m a t 
l e a s t one p h a s e of t h i s sub jec t it wi l l be only n e c e s s a r y to 
g ive a b r i e f accoun t of P r e s i d e n t Young and P a r t y ' s f i r s t 
v i s i t to the B e a r L a k e C o u n t r y . 

On Monday m o r n i n g , May 16, 1864, at e ight t h i r t y 
o ' c l ock , t h i s l i t t l e c o m p a n y d r o v e out of Sal t L a k e City 
on i t s j o u r n e y . It c o n s i s t e d of s ix l ight v e h i c l e s and a 
b a g g a g e wagon, occup ied by the following p e r s o n s : 
B r i g h a m Young; H e b e r C. K i m b a l l ; John T a y l o r ; G e o r g e 
A. Smi th ; Wil ford Woodruff; J o s e p h Young; J e s s e W. Fox , 
U t a h ' s s u r v e y o r ; P r o f e s s o r T h o m a s E l l e r b e c k ; G e o r g e D. 
Wat t , r e p o r t e r , and s e v e n t e a m s t e r s . They r e a c h e d 
F r a n k l i n , Idaho, on the a f t e r n o o n of the t h i r d day, and by 
tha t t i m e had i n c r e a s e d t h e i r n u m b e r to 153 m e n , e igh ty -
s ix of w h o m w e r e r i d i n g in v e h i c l e s , the b a l a n c e be ing p i c k e d 
m e n , m o u n t e d on good h o r s e s for a s s i s t i n g the c o m p a n y on 
the way . T h e r e w e r e no h o u s e s b e t w e e n F r a n k l i n and P a r i s , 
Idaho , c o n s e q u e n t l y the p r o g r a m w a s to d r i v e d i r e c t l y 
t h r o u g h to P a r i s in one day if p o s s i b l e . 

The four th m o r n i n g they got an e a r l y s t a r t , and d r o v e 
a l m o s t to Mink C r e e k wi thout a c c i d e n t . H e r e B r o t h e r G e o r g e 
A. S m i t h ' s c a r r i a g e b r o k e down, but as good luck would h a v e 
i t , the b r e t h r e n f r o m Cache Va l l ey had b r o u g h t a l ight wagon 
a long in c a s e of such an e m e r g e n c y . The c o m p a n y w e r e 
soon on the way aga in , a s though nothing had happened . 

They r e a c h e d the foot of the big m o u n t a i n which d i v i d e s 
C a c h e Va l l ey f r o m B e a r L a k e Va l l ey , and h e r e i s w h e r e the 
tug of w a r b e g a n . The m o u n t a i n w a s so s t e e p tha t a l l ware 
c o m p e l l e d to walk excep t Apos t l e Smi th , who w a s so h e a v y 
tha t it would have been d a n g e r o u s for h i m to u n d e r t a k e , a s 
he we ighed not l e s s than 300 p o u n d s . The m o u n t e d m e n soon 
had e x t r a h o r s e s h a r n e s s e d and h i t ched to s ing le t r e e s , and 
P r e s i d e n t Young and o t h e r s , who w e r e too h e a v y to he lp 
t h e m s e l v e s , took hold of t h e s e s ing le t r e e s w i th both h a n d s 
and w e r e he lped up the m o u n t a i n in t h i s way . 
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A p o s t l e C h a r l e s C. R i c h and o t h e r s , who had s e t t l e d in 
t h e B e a r L a k e Va l l ey the fall b e f o r e , c a m e to t h e i r a s s i s t a n c e 
wi th a l l the ox t e a m s tha t could be m u s t e r e d . S e v e r a l 
y o k e s w e r e h i t ched to B r o t h e r G e o r g e A. S m i t h ' s wagon , 
and he w a s hau led up the m o u n t a i n , but b e f o r e he r e a c h e d 
the s u m m i t h i s wagon w a s so bad ly b r o k e n tha t he w a s 
c o m p e l l e d to abandon i t . E v e r y b o d y had a good l a u g h o v e r 
the i n c i d e n t , i t be ing the second v e h i c l e b r o k e n down u n d e r 
h i s we igh t tha t day . With ca r e fu l m a n a g e m e n t u n d e r the 
s u p e r v i s i o n of P r e s i d e n t Young and counc i l , the b r e t h r e n 
m a n a g e d to ge t h i m onto the l a r g e s t s a d d l e h o r s e tha t could 
be found, and a n o t h e r s t a r t w a s m a d e . 

The c o m p a n y d e s c e n d e d the m o u n t a i n on the B e a r L a k e 
s ide and soon r e a c h e d the head of P i o n e e r Canyon, w h e r e 
they s t r u c k mud , mud , mud , and then s o m e m o r e m u d . It 
had b e e n r a in ing a l l day and e v e r y b o d y w a s we t t h r o u g h to 
the sk in , excep t t h o s e who w e r e r i d i n g in c o v e r e d v e h i c l e s . 
F o u r h o r s e s w e r e h i t ched to P r e s i d e n t y o u n g ' s c a r r i a g e , 
and s e v e r a l yoke of oxen to the b a g g a g e wagon . The m a j ­
o r i t y of t h o s e who w e r e r i d i n g in v e h i c l e s w e r e c o m p e l l e d 
to walk on a c c o u n t of the t r a i l be ing in such a fear fu l con ­
di t ion; and to see tha t p r e s i d e n t i a l p r o c e s s i o n wadd l ing 
t h r o u g h the d e e p m u d w a s enough to m a k e any l iv ing th ing 
s m i l e . It w a s the m u d d i e s t outfit e v e r s e e n in t ha t p a r t of 
the c o u n t r y . 

P r o f e s s o r E l l e r b a c k u n d e r t o o k to c r o s s the c r e e k on 
a po le , and s l ipped off into the m u d and w a t e r , and w a s a 
s a d - l o o k i n g s ight a f t e r he had b e e n pu l led out . Many o t h e r s 
p a s s e d t h r o u g h a s i m i l a r e x p e r i e n c e tha t day . It w a s a c a s e 
of e v e r y fel low for h imse l f , s o m e going one way and s o m e 
a n o t h e r , the m a j o r i t y of t h e m tak ing to the s i d e h i l l s . S e v e r a l 
t i m e s P r e s i d e n t Young ' s h o r s e s m i r e d down to thei r s i d e s , but 
wi th c a r e f u l d r i v i n g they got t h r o u g h a l l r i gh t . 

P r e s i d e n t K i m b a l l , who w a s hand l ing h i s own t e a m 
t h i s a f t e rnoon , u n d e r t o o k to d r i v e a r o u n d one of t h e s e 
bad p l a c e s , and had not gone far when h i s h o r s e s s t r u c k 
a soft spot and sank a l m o s t out of s igh t in the m u d . H e r e 
i s w h e r e the m o u n t e d m e n w e r e of s e r v i c e aga in . T h e y 
soon had B r o t h e r K i m b a l l ' s h o r s e s u n h i t c h e d f r o m the 
c a r r i a g e , and long r o p e s f a s t e n e d a r o u n d t h e i r n e c k s . Then 
about t h i r t y m e n got hold of the r o p e s and pu l led the h o r s e s 
out bodi ly , d r a g g i n g t h e m s e v e r a l r o d s b e f o r e t hey could ge t 
t h e m upon t h e i r fee t . The c a r r i a g e w a s then pu l led out . 

P r e s i d e n t Young, who w a s in the l e ad , m a d e a n o t h e r 
s t a r t , and had not gone far when one of the h o r s e m e n b r o u g h t 
w o r d tha t B r o t h e r G e o r g e A. S m i t h ' s h o r s e had g iven out , 
and tha t t hey w e r e obl iged to bui ld a scaffold in o r d e r to ge t 



-35 -

h i m onto a n o t h e r one . Th i s a m u s i n g s t o r y c a u s e d the 
a u t h o r i t i e s to have a n o t h e r l augh ing spe l l a t B r o t h e r 
S m i t h ' s e x p e n s e . 

Th i s canyon i s about four m i l e s long, and i t w a s a 
m u d hole f r o m the beg inn ing to end. The p a r t y r e a c h e d 
the m o u t h of it a t n ine o ' c l o c k at n ight , and r e m a i n e d 
t h e r e long enough to r e s t and feed t h e i r a n i m a l s . It 
w a s a cold night and the m e n m a d e b o n f i r e s to k e e p 
t h e m s e l v e s w a r m and d r y t h e i r c lo th ing . 

About ten o ' c l ock the c o m p a n y cont inued t h e i r 
j o u r n e y . They d r o v e down in the va l l ey unt i l they c a m e 
to a s m a l l s t r e a m c a l l e d Cana l C r e e k . It w a s so n a r r o w 
and d e e p tha t they had to j u m p t h e i r h o r s e s a c r o s s i t , 
and then ge t t h e i r v e h i c l e s o v e r the b e s t way they could . 
They r e a c h e d the c i ty of P a r i s at t h r e e o ' c l o c k the nex t 
m o r n i n g , but w e r e unab le to s ee it unt i l t hey had r e a c h e d 
the top of a s m a l l h i l l in the c e n t e r of town. It c o n s i s t e d 
of t h i r t y - f o u r log hu t s wi th d i r t r o o f s , bu t t hey looked 
good j u s t the s a m e . 

Tne B e a r L a k e r s had caught a wagon load of beaut i fu l 
t r o u t in honor of the o c c a s i o n , and had p l en ty of good 
f r e s h b u t t e r to f ry t h e m in; and what a f e a s t t h e b r e t h r e n 
did have .after l iv ing on hope and mud for t w e n t y - f o u r 
h o u r s ! S i s t e r bt&cks and d a u g h t e r did the cooking for the 
a u t h o r i t i e s , and it kep t t h e m busy a s long a s the p a r t y r e ­
m a i n e d t h e r e . 

The nex t t w e n t y - f o u r h o u r s w e r e spent in r e s t i n g , a s 
e v e r y b o d y w a s w o r n out; a l though P r o f e s s o r E l l e r b e c k 
took s o m e sc ien t i f i c o b s e r v a t i o n s that day, p r o b a b l y the 
f i r s t tha t had e v e r been t a k e n in tha t v a l l e y . The next day 
the c o m p a n y d r o v e o v e r to the l a k e , and spen t s e v e r a l 
h o u r s at a point w h e r e F i s h Haven i s now l o c a t e d . They 
r e t u r n e d to P a r i s tha t even ing . The nex t day, be ing Sunday, 
they he ld an ou tdoor m e e t i n g in the fo renoon . The s p e a k e r s 
w e r e P r e s i d e n t Young, who d e l i v e r e d the a c c o m p a n y i n g r e ­
m a r k s , and E l d e r s K i m b a l l ^ John T a y l o r and G e o r g e A. 
S m i t h . 

A c o n s i d e r a b l e m e r i m e n t (sic] w a s a f t e r w a r d s had 
o v e r the q u e s t i o n of w h e t h e r B r o t h e r S m i t h should r e t u r n 
h o m e wi th the c o m p a n y or r e m a i n at P a r i s un t i l the m u d 
had d r i e d up . H o w e v e r , the d e c i s i o n w a s tha t he r e t u r n e d 
h o m e wi th the c o m p a n y on condi t ion that B r o t h e r R i c h 
f u r n i s h ox t e a m s to haul h i m t h r o u g h the mud , and to the 
s u m m i t of the m o u n t a i n s . T h i s E l d e r R i c h , who w a s the 
p i o n e e r of B e a r L a k e Va l l ey , c o n s e n t e d to do and at 
3:00 P . M . the p r e s i d e n t i a l p a r t y s t a r t e d for h o m e . In 
the m e a n t i m e , C a n a l C r e e k had been b r i d g e d o v e r , and 
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good t i m e w a s m a d e t h r o u g h t h e v a l l e y . They r e a c h e d the 
m o u t h of P i o n e e r Canyon at d a r k , and c a m p e d for the 
n igh t . 

The nex t m o r n i n g at 5:00 they con t inued t h e i r 
j o u r n e y h o m e w a r d . B r o t h e r R i c h had m o r e than kep t h i s 
p r o m i s e . He fu rn i shed two yoke of oxen for P r e s i d e n t 
Young ' s c a r r i a g e , and four yoke for the b a g g a g e wagon , 
the l a t t e r be ing so le ly occup ied by B r o t h e r G e o r g e A. 

Smi th , who had a s m i l e on h is c o u n t e n a n c e , tha t 
m a d e a l l who behe ld i t feel good t h r o u g h and t h r o u g h . 
T h e s e w e r e the only v e h i c l e s d r a w n by ox t e a m s . T h e y 
fol lowed the r o a d t h r o u g h the m u d , wh i l e the l i g h t e r 
v e h i c l e s , d r a w n by h o r s e s , hugged t h e s i d e h i l l s , w h i c h 
w e r e so s t e e p tha t t he b r e t h r e n had to l a s h p o l e s to p r e ­
vent the c a r r i a g e f r o m t ipping o v e r . Th i s p lan w o r k e d 
l ike a c h a r m , and by n ine o ' c l o c k the c o m p a n y had 
r e a c h e d the s u m m i t of the m o u n t a i n . No twi th s t and ing 
it r a i n e d h a r d a l l t ha t day , t he p a r t y r e a c h e d F r a n k l i n 
about five o ' c l o c k tha t even ing , and t h r e e days l a t e r they 
a r r i v e d h o m e . They had been a b s e n t f r o m h o m e e l even 
d a y s , and wi th in tha t t i m e had t r a v e l e d 400 m i l e s , b e ­
s i d e s holding m e e t i n g s a t a l l the p r i n c i p a l s e t t l e m e n t s 
a long the r o u t e , both going and coming ; they a l s o s e l e c t e d 
s e v e r a l town s i t e s . 

12 

M r . K i m b a l l a l s o w r o t e the following p o e m about the t r i p : 

A HAZARDOUS JOURNEY 

The Saint-s f r o m a l l n a t i o n s w e r e wending t h e i r way . 

To the t o p s of the m o u n t a i n s of E p h r a i m to s tay ; 
And t h o u s a n d s of p i l g r i m s w e r e p r e s s e d to t h e wa l l , 
As the b o r d e r s of Zion w e r e g rowi ng too s m a l l . 
Our l e a d e r s a l r e a d y to m a k e a new s t a k e . 
Then h i t ched up t h e i r t e a m s for a t r i p to B e a r L a k e : 
To the land of the b l i z z a r d , the h o m e of the d e e r . 
T h r o u g h mud and t h r o u g h t o r r e n t s they d r o v e wi thout f e a r . 
O ' e r m o u n t a i n s and v a l l e y s , t h r o u g h canyons and b r u s h , 
T h e y p lodded r i gh t on t h r o u g h snowdr i f t s and s l u s h : 
Whi le ox t e a m s f r o m P a r i s , w i th d r i v e r s g a l o r e , 
C a m e a id ing ou r l e a d e r s a l l j a d e d and s o r e . 
Wi th t o w n s i t e s s e l e c t e d in c a r e of w i s e m e n ; 
P r o v i s i o n s e x h a u s t e d they r u s h e d b a c k aga in : 
Then e r e they had r e s t e d d e c i d e d to t ake 
A t r i p to the land of the l i z a r d and s n a k e . 
Y e a r in and y e a r out they con t inued to to i l , 
In t e a c h i n g the Sa in t s to b r i n g w e a l t h f r o m the so i l : 
H u r r a h for o u r l e a d e r s , t h e p r o p h e t s of God: 
W e ' l l hold up t h e i r h a n d s and w e ' l l hang to the rod . 
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A peek into the d i a r y of T h o m a s S le igh t r e a d i l y f u r n i s h e d the 
a n s w e r a s to why the t r i p w a s so m u d d y . Of the five d a y s p r e c e d i n g 
the e n t r a n c e of B r i g h a m Y o u n g ' s p a r t y into the v a l l e y t h e r e w a s only 
one day (May 17) upon w h i c h i t did not s t o r m . 1 3 Qn May 19th, the 
day of a r r i v a l , he r e c o r d s : " S t o r m y day, r a i n y a l l day . B r i g h a m 
and C o m a p n y a r r i v e d about t h r e e o ' c l o c k in the m o r n i n g ; had an awful 
j o u r n e y . We have s tay ing w i th u s B i s h o p W e s t and l ady , B i s h o p Molan 
and L a d y , B i s h o p T h o m a s D a i n e s and L a d y , and o t h e r s . " 

Whi le in the va l l ey , t h e v i s i t i n g g e n e r a l a u t h o r i t i e s gave m a n y 
i n s t r u c t i o n s to the peop le c o n c e r n i n g bo th t h e i r m a t e r i a l and s p i r i t u a l 
w e l f a r e . Be low i s the Sunday s e r m o n of " B r o t h e r B r i g h a m , " a s r e ­
c o r d e d by G e o r g e D. Watt . The m e e t i n g w a s he ld at 10:00 in a b o w e r y 
bu i l t for the o c c a s i o n , o p p o s i t e the r e s i d e n c e of C h a r l e s C. R i c h . 
R e a d i n g B r i g h a m Young's s e r m o n g i v e s one s o m e i n s igh t a s to why 
he w a s s u c h a g r e a t c o l o n i z e r . 

I do not d e s i g n to p r e a c h , but m e r e l y to e x p r e s s m y 
f ee l ings in r e g a r d to t h i s v a l l e y . We find i t to be a v e r y 
e x c e l l e n t v a l l e y so far a s we can judge f r o m p r e s e n t a p ­
p e a r a n c e s . It i s a fine p l a c e to s e t t l e and r a i s e g r a i n , to 
bui ld h o u s e s , m a k e f a r m s , s e t out o r c h a r d s , r a i s e f ru i t 
and a l l the n e c e s s a r i e s of l ife to m a k e o u r s e l v e s happy 
h e r e a s we l l a s in o t h e r p l a c e s . E l d e r C h a r l e s C. R i c h , 
one of the twe lve A p o s t l e s , h a s b e e n appo in ted to d i c t a t e 
t h e s e t t l e m e n t of t h i s v a l l e y . We w i s h to have the b r e t h r e n 
ab ide h i s c o u n s e l , and if he n e e d s i n s t r u c t i o n s he wi l l r e ­
ce ive t h e m f r o m the p r o p e r s o u r c e . We w i s h to s e e the 
b r e t h r e n wi l l ing and obed ien t , for the L o r d wi l l have a 
p e o p l e of t h i s d e s c r i p t i o n , and if we a r e not p r e p a r e d to 
bui ld up h i s k i n g d o m in t h e way he h a s d e v i s e d , o t h e r s wi l l 
be c a l l e d in who wi l l do i t . If we a r e wi l l ing to do t h i s we 
wi l l c o m m e n c e at h o m e to c u l t i v a t e o u r own m i n d s and 
g o v e r n our a c t i o n s be fo re e a c h o t h e r , and b e f o r e heaven ; 
if we do not do t h i s ou r l a b o r s to bui ld up the k i n g d o m of 
God wi l l be of l i t t l e s e r v i c e . S e l f - c u l t u r e should be a s 
s t r e n o u s l y a t t ended to in t h i s v a l l e y a s a t the c e n t r a l point 
of the g a t h e r i n g of the S a i n t s . 

T h e r e a r e m a n y a d v a n t a g e s in t h i s c o u n t r y , and we sha l l 
ex tend ou r s e t t l e m e n t s up and down the s h o r e s of t h i s b e a u t ­
iful l a k e of w a t e r . I s u p p o s e we m u s t be s o m e s e v e n t y - f i v e to 
o n e - h u n d r e d m i l e s n e a r e r to the sou th p a s s than Sal t L a k e 
Ci ty i s . Our e m i g r a t i o n , d e s t i n e d for t h i s va l l ey , w i l l 
c o m e at once to t h i s poin t , and p r o b a b l y m a n y wi l l c o m e in 
t h i s s e a s o n . Th i s s e t t l e m e n t i s n e a r the c e n t r a l poin t of 
t h i s v a l l e y . I m i g h t j u s t a s w e l l ca l l t h i s the c e n t r a l poin t , 
a s on t h i s s ide of the r i v e r we have the f a r m i n g , m e a d o w and 
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p a s t u r e l a n d s , and n u m e r o u s f a c i l i t i e s tha t p e r h a p s cannot 
be found in such abundance on the o the r s ide of the r i v e r for 
the s u p p o r t of a g r e a t c i ty . I u n d e r s t a n d the l e g i s l a t u r e h a s 
n a m e d t h i s s e t t l e m e n t P a r i s , and I a m s a t i s f i e d wi th the 
n a m e . The p l a c e sou th of t h i s , about seven m i l e s , I p r o p o s e 
to ca l l St . C h a r l e s and it would su i t m e to have the county 
s e a t t h e r e . The b u s i n e s s of the v a l l e y wi l l be done at St. 
C h a r l e s w h e t h e r B r o t h e r R i c h l i v e s h e r e or t h e r e , o r w h e t h e r 
the High Counci l i s he ld h e r e o r t h e r e (It w a s then u n a n i m o u s l y 
voted tha t the s e t t l e m e n t be ca l l ed St. C h a r l e s ) . The c i ty , 
town, o r v i l l age tha t wi l l be bui l t t h e r e , I r e q u e s t the peop le 
to bui ld on the south s ide of the c r e e k . B r o t h e r R i c h w a s 
d e s i r o u s I should g ive a n a m e for the c r e e k ; you m a y ca l l i t 
b ig w a t e r , t a l l w a t e r , l a r g e w a t e r , big c r e e k , or p l e a s a n t 
w a t e r , o r r i c h w a t e r . 

The p e o p l e h e r e need a s u r v e y o r . We have young m e n 
who can l e a r n in one w e e k to s u r v e y th i s v a l l e y suf f ic ien t ly 
a c c u r a t e to be a g r e e a b l e to a l l p a r t i e s , and a s s u r e e v e r y 
p u r p o s e t h a t can be d e s i r e d . As to w h e t h e r we a r e in Utah 
T e r r i t o r y o r Idaho T e r r i t o r y , I th ink we a r e now in Idaho . 
I have no doubt of i t , and the g r e a t e r p a r t of t h o s e who s e t t l e 
in t h i s v a l l e y wi l l be in t ha t t e r r i t o r y ; t he snow l i e s too low 
in the m o u n t a i n s h e r e for Utah . 

L e t m e h e r e offer a cau t ion to you L a t t e r - d a y S a i n t s . 
Men wi l l hunt for you r s tock . B r e t h r e n have c o m e h e r e 
who have been a s k e d to c o m e , and s o m e have fled f r o m 
the in f luence of r u l e and good o r d e r , and when they find 
i t h e r e , t h e y wi l l p r o b a b l y wan t to go to s o m e o t h e r p l a c e 
w h e r e they expec t to be e x e m p t f r o m pay ing t a x e s o r 
t i th ing and be f r o m under the in f luence of a b i s h o p , and 
w h e r e , if they should t ake a no t ion to shade a beef c r e a t u r e 
i t w i l l not be known. 

We should l e a r n tha t we cannot l ive in sa fe ty wi thou t 
l a w . T h e r e i s no be ing in the h e a v e n s tha t i s a b l e to l i ve and 
e n d u r e wi thou t law; it i s the p u r i t y of the l aw tha t p r e s e r v e s 
the h e a v e n l y h o s t s , and they s t r i c t l y ab ide i t . I know wha t 
t h o s e p e o p l e a r e h e r e for , and t h e i r ob jec t , if any , h a s b e e n 
to c o m e to the v a l l e y for an i m p u r e p u r p o s e . You wi l l know 
i t , and if t hey a r e no t h e r e ye t , they wi l l c o m e and s e t t l e on 
y o u r b o r d e r s f r o m F r a n k l i n , W e b e r , Box E l d e r , and o t h e r 
p l a c e s , and they wi l l b r a n c h out and wan t t o ge t beyond e v e r y ­
body e l s e , and if t h e r e i s any beef upon the r a n g e they wi l l 
wan t to have the p r i v i l e g e of b u t c h e r i n g it , and of u s ing it u p . 
E v e r y good p e r s o n w a n t s to l ive u n d e r the p r o t e c t i o n of l aw and 
o r d e r . 

I w i s h to say to the h e a d s of f a m i l i e s , h e r e o r e l s e w h e r e , 
be s u r e to have you r p r a y e r s m o r n i n g and e v e n i n g . If you 
f o r g e t you r p r a y e r s t h i s m o r n i n g you wi l l f o r g e t t h e m ton igh t , 
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very likely, and if you cease to pray you will be very apt 
to forget God. A t rue -hea r t ed saint loves to p ray before 
his family, and he loves to have it known that his hear t 
is for God, and he is not afraid if all the world knows it. 

Build mil ls to facilitate the building up of your towns 
and se t t lements and let there be no selfish monopoly in 
th is . Let the bre thren not burn away any of the t imber 
that will make lumber , but bring it down to your mi l l s and 
saw it up for fences, to build your homes, and make improve­
ments of the best kind. My opinion is that the adobe is the 
best building mate r ia l , if it can be protected from mois tu re , 
which is an easy mat te r when plenty of lumber is to be had; 
and when they have stood one year , they a r e p repa red to 
stand 500 yea r s as well as not. When you build your p e r ­
manent dwelling, build nice, commodious habitations and 
make your improvements as fast as you can. When you have 
gotten your crops in this season, and find a li t t le l e i su re t ime, 
turn your attention to fixing a road from here to Ogden Valley, 
which will save fifty mi les , that is the t rue route to go, and 
fix your roads as speedily as poss ib le . 

When you form your se t t lements , get together pre t ty 
close, let the re be at l eas t ten famil ies on ten a c r e s of 
ground. When you s ta r t to build upon a block (Brother 
Char les C. Rich, p lease r e m e m b e r this) , have the b r e th r en 
build upon the block until every lot is oc cupied before you 
touch another . Then if you should be attacked by Indians, 
one s c r e a m will a rouse the whole block. Get out these 
beautiful poles to fence with. I see no cedar he r e , but 
there is red quaking asp, and it is as good as any red pine 
we have for pos t s . This we have proved to our own s a t i s ­
faction. Make your fences strong and high at once, for to 
commence a fence with th ree poles it teaches your cows 
and other stock to be breachy . They l ea rn to jump a t h r e e -
pole fence. You add another pole, and that is soon m a s t e r e d : 
You add another and they will t ry that. Thus stock is 
t ra ined to leap fences which would otherwise be sufficient 
to turn them. 

I say again, with r ega rd to saw mi l l s , get every man 
who can to build a sawmill , for, boards the p roper width 
and thickness make the cheapest fence you can have. Make 
your improvements and do all you can. 

Be sure you do not let your l i t t le children go away 
from this set t lement to herd cattle or sheep, but keep 
them at home. Send them to school; nei ther suffer them 
to wander in the mountains . When the b re th ren go into 
the mountains after t imber , instead of going alone and 
unarmed, let a few go together and labor together to a s s i s t 
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e a c h o t h e r in t i m e s of diff icul ty . If you go a lone , you m a y 
be left to p e r i s h . 

The b r e t h r e n m a y a r g u e tha t the L o r d i s a l l suff ic ient 
to t a k e c a r e of t h e m , but do you know wha t fa i th i s , and 
do you feel the l a b o r and the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y tha t i s upon 
you to he lp y o u r s e l f and o t h e r s ? When you a r e in i m m i n ­
ent d a n g e r , do you e x e r c i s e fai th to p r e s e r v e yourse l f , you 
wi l l then know what the l a b o r i s . T h r e e of our b r e t h r e n 
wen t out on t h e l a k e y e s t e r d a y , in a s m a l l boa t . The wind 
b e g a n to blow f r o m the sou th . Had it not b e e n for the fai th 
of t h e i r b r e t h r e n , and t h e i r own e x e r t i o n s , v e r y l i ke ly , they 
would have been d r o w n e d , o r would have d r i f t ed to the o p ­
p o s i t e s ide of the l a k e , and s t a r v e d to d e a t h , o r su f fe red 
g r e a t l y b e f o r e he lp could have r e a c h e d t h e m . They w e r e 
r e c k l e s s and u n c o n c e r n e d , and a p p a r e n t l y t h e i r l i v e s a r e 
of no w o r t h in t h e i r own e s t i m a t i o n . It i s o u r duty to p r e ­
s e r v e ou r l i v e s a s long a s p o s s i b l e . 

F a t h e r s , t ake w a r n i n g , n u m e r o u s t h i e v e s have been 
r a i s e d on the h e r d g r o u n d s a r o u n d o u r s e t t l e m e n t s . Som e of 
t h e m go to Ca l i fo rn i a , and o t h e r s suffer the v e n g e n c e [ s i c ] 
on an o u t r a g e d l aw . 

K e e p you r c h i l d r e n in s choo l , and l e t e v e r y f a t h e r and 
m o t h e r m a k e t h e i r h o m e s so i n t e r e s t i n g tha t t h e i r c h i l d r e n 
wi l l n e v e r wan t to l e a v e i t . Make y o u r h o u s e s and h o m e s 
p l e a s a n t wi th fol iage and beaut i fu l g a r d e n s , w i th f r a g r a n c e 
and v a r i g a t e d [sic] c o l o r s of f l o w e r s , and f ru i t b l o s s o m s , and, 
above a l l , t e a c h t h e m a l w a y s to r e m e m b e r tha t God m u s t be 
in a l l ou r t h o u g h t s , and tha t f r o m h i m p r o c e e d s e v e r y good 
th ing . 

P r e s i d e n t H e b e r C. K i m b a l l and A p o s t l e s G e o r g e A l b e r t S m i t h 
and John T a y l o r then fol lowed P r e s i d e n t *oung wi th s p e e c h e s . They 
w e r e a long m u c h the s a m e t r a i n of thought a s w a s tha t of B r i g h a m 
Young . 

A r t i c l e s p e r t a i n i n g to B e a r L a k e , w h e n e v e r s p e a k i n g of the e a r l y 
y e a r s in the v a l l e y , u s u a l l y m e n t i o n tha t the p e o p l e thought they w e r e 
in Utah , un t i l the g o v e r n m e n t s u r v e y c a m e t h r o u g h in 1871 . But 
we m u s t n o t i c e t h a t a t l e a s t B r i g h a m Young w a s not m i s t a k e n . ' 

As to w h e t h e r we a r e in Utah T e r r i t o r y o r Idaho 
T e r r i t o r y I th ink we a r e now in Idaho . I have no doubt 
of it, and the g r e a t e r p a r t of t h o s e who s e t t l e in t h i s 
v a l l e y wi l l be in t ha t t e r r i t o r y ; the snow l i e s too low 
on the m o u n t a i n s h e r e for Utah . 
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Such r e a s o n i n g shows B r i g h a m Young to have been g e o g r a p h i c ­
a l ly and t o p o g r a p h i c a l l y w e l l i n f o r m e d about the r e g i o n . His a d v i c e 
to the s e t t l e r s a p p e a r s to have been bo th w i s e and p r a c t i c a l . *° 

We cannot l ive wi thou t l aw . . . . E v e r y good p e r s o n 
w a n t s to l ive u n d e r law and o r d e r . . . . Be s u r e to s ay 
your p r a y e r s m o r n i n g and even ing . If you fo rge t you r 
p r a y e r s t h i s m o r n i n g , you wi l l f o rge t t h e m ton ight , v e r y 
l i ke ly , and if you c e a s e to p r a y you wi l l be v e r y apt to 
fo rge t God! When you bui ld y o u r p e r m a n e n t d w e l l i n g s , 
bui ld n i c e , c o m m o d i o u s hab i ta t ions . , . have the b r e t h r e n 
bui ld upon the the b lock unt i l e v e r y lot i s o c c u p i e d . Then 
if you should be a t t a c k e d by Ind i ans one s c r e a m wi l l a r o u s e 
the who le b lock . . . . Make your f e n c e s high at once . . . . 
for to c o m m e n c e a fence wi th t h r e e p o l e s it t e a c h e s you r 
cows to be b r e e c h y . . . . Be s u r e you do not l e t you r 
l i t t l e c h i l d r e n go away f r o m th i s s e t t l e m e n t to h e r d c a t t l e 
o r s h e e p , but k e e p t h e m at h o m e . Send t h e m to school . . . . 
When the b r e t h r e n go into the m o u n t a i n s , b e t t e r a few go 
t o g e t h e r . . . . l e t e v e r y f a the r and m o t h e r m a k e t h e i r 
h o m e s so i n t e r e s t i n g tha t t h e i r c h i l d r e n wi l l n e v e r wan t 
to l e a v e i t . . . . M a k e your h o m e s p l e a s a n t w i th fo l iage and 
beau t i fu l g a r d e n s . . . . above a l l , t e a c h t h e m [the c h i l d r e n ] 
to r e m e m b e r tha t God m u s t be in a l l ou r t h o u g h t s . 

C o u n s e l of t h i s k ind w a s of t h e u t m o s t n e e d to a g r o u p s u c h a s had 
g a t h e r e d t o g e t h e r in B e a r L a k e V a l l e y . Many w e r e only r e c e n t l y 
o v e r f r o m the "o ld" c o u n t r y , and w e r e r a t h e r i n e x p e r i e n c e d at 
bu i ld ing new s e t t l e m e n t s . It w a s g r a t e f u l l y r e c e i v e d and long r e m e m ­
b e r e d . ' 

At the c l o s e of the m e e t i n g a p r a y e r w a s of fe red by G e o r g e 
A l b e r t Smi th a sk ing God the E t e r n a l F a t h e r in the n a m e of J e s u s 
C h r i s t to b l e s s the r e s o u r c e s of the v a l l e y and the s e t t l e r s who would 
l o c a t e t h e r e ; t hey a l s o a s k e d God to b l e s s the Ind ians tha t they m i g h t 
not have i l l f ee l ings t o w a r d s the peop le for s e t t l i n g in the v a l l e y . 
B l e s s i n g s w e r e invoked upon the c o n g r e g a t i o n and t h o s e tha t a l r e a d y 
l ived in the d i f fe ren t s e t t l e m e n t s of the v a l l e y . 

Af ter the d e p a r t u r e of P r e s i d e n t Young and h i s p a r t y , t he 
s e t t l e r s wen t to w o r k wi th a w i l l . They b r o k e up the g r o u n d , p l a n t e d 
c r o p s and g a r d e n s , bu i l t i r r i g a t i o n d i t c h e s , hau l ed l o g s , e t c . D u r i n g 
th i s y e a r (1864), 700 m o r e peop l e c a m e in to the v a l l e y to s e t t l e , P a r t 
of t h e s e had b e e n off ic ia l ly c a l l e d a s m i s s i o n a r i e s wh i l e m a n y o t h e r s 
c a m e v o l u n t a r i l y s e e k i n g new land and new o p p o r t u n i t i e s . M r . R i c h 
r e t u r n e d to C e n t e r v i l l e for h i s l a r g e f ami ly , b r i n g i n g m o s t of t h e m 
to P a r i s in J u n e of 1864, 2 0 
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S e t t l e m e n t s w e r e founded in Ovid, L i b e r t y , M o n t p e l i e r , B l o o m ­
ington, St . C h a r l e s , F i s h Haven , and Benning ton in 1864. P a r i s 
had been founded in 1863. 

T h r o u g h o u t the s u m m e r , m e n u s e d w h i p - s a w s to ge t b o a r d s for 
d o o r s , c u p b o a r d s , and f loo r s for t h e i r h o u s e s . T h i s m e t h o d of 
ge t t ing l u m b e r w a s s low and t e d i o u s ; thus not a l l s e t t l e r s w e r e 
s u c c e s s f u l in sa t i s fy ing t h e i r n e e d s . Many went wi thout b o a r d f loo r s 
for the nex t w i n t e r . 

C h a r l e s C. R i c h : A p o s t l e of the C h u r c h of 
J e s u s C h r i s t of L a t t e r - d a y Sa in t s ; p i o n e e r and 
founder of B e a r L a k e Va l l ey s e t t l e m e n t in 1863; 
d ied in P a r i s , Idaho, N o v e m b e r 16, 1883. T h o m a s 
S le igh t pa id h i m a g r e a t t r i b u t e when he w r o t e in 
h i s d i a r y : "I have l ived n e i g h b o r to h i m for twenty 
y e a r s and n e v e r knew h i m to do a m e a n ac t o r speak 
an i m p o l i t e w o r d . " 
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The F i r s t I n d e p e n d e n c e Day 

In J u l y the s e t t l e r s took enough t i m e away f r o m t h e i r w o r k to 
s t a g e a jo in t I n d e p e n d e n c e Day c e l e b r a t i o n in P a r i s . On J u l y 3 a 
l a r g e n u m b e r of m e n m e t and bu i l t a b o w e r y a p p r o x i m a t e l y fo r ty by 
fifty feet on the publ ic s q u a r e . E . N. Aus t i n and two o t h e r m e n 
wen t in to P a r i s canyon and got out the f i r s t L i b e r t y P o l e wh ich w a s 
se t up n e a r the b o w e r y . 

At d a y b r e a k on J u l y 4 the s e t t l e r s w e r e a w a k e n e d by the f i r ing 
of m u s k e t r y and by the m u s i c of the band . The S t a r s and S t r i p e s 
w e r e r a i s e d to the top of the L i b e r t y p o l e . The i n h a b i t a n t s of the 
s u r r o u n d i n g s e t t l e m e n t s p o u r e d into town. Alonzo B i n g h a m w a s t h e 
m a r s h a l of the day , and David B. Di l le w a s the c h a p l a i n . 

A p a t r i o t i c m e e t i n g w a s he ld at wh ich the D e c l a r a t i o n of I n d e ­
p e n d e n c e w a s r e a d . Colone l J . C. R i c h of the Utah Mi l i t i a gave 
the a d d r e s s , " a n c j t o a s t s w e r e g iven tha t w e r e "wi t ty and funny. " " 
In the even ing a d a n c e w a s he ld . 

The flag tha t w a s u s e d on t h i s o c c a s i o n w a s m a d e by M a r y 
S t e r i t t and S a r a h J a n e R i c h M i l l e r , C h a r l e s C. R i c h ' s wife , E m e l i n e , 
and h e r s i s t e r , Ade l ine Ga i l ey . S a r a h J a n e f u r n i s h e d r e d and b lue 
c lo th f r o m d r e s s m a t e r i a l she had, and E m e l i n e f u r n i s h e d the wh i t e 
f r o m s o m e b l e a c h e d m u s l i n . ^5 F o r t h e f i r s t two o r t h r e e y e a r s t h i s 
flag w a s the only l a r g e one in the v a l l e y . 

The T e s t of a H a r d W i n t e r ^ 

D u r i n g the s p r i n g and e a r l y s u m m e r of 1864 the w e a t h e r had b e e n 
v e r y co ld . On J u l y 5 a d e s t r u c t i v e f r o s t s e r v e d n o t i c e on the i n h a b i t ­
a n t s tha t B e a r L a k e Va l l ey w a s only for t h o s e p i o n e e r s who w e r e w i l ­
l ing to face p r i v a t i o n and h a r d s h i p for the bu i ld ing of Zion in t h i s 
s e c t i o n of the l a n d . V i n e s w e r e f rozen and the c o r n w a s i n j u r e d . 
The s e t t l e r s ' hope w a s b o l s t e r e d , h o w e v e r , when i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r ­
w a r d s the w e a t h e r m o d e r a t e d and g r a i n and po ta to c r o p s b e g a n a p e r ­
iod of r a p i d g r o w t h . 

But the f o r t u n e s of the Sa in t s w e r e not d e s t i n e d to be b r i g h t for 
the a p p r o a c h i n g w i n t e r , b e c a u s e e a r l y fall f r o s t s f r o z e n e a r l y a l l of 
the g r a i n in the va l l ey , a s we l l a s m a n y of t h e v e g e t a b l e s . The s e t t ­
l e r s w e r e depend ing l a r g e l y on a good c r o p of g r a i n for t h e i r w i n t e r ' s 
food supp ly . 2 ' T e a m s f r o m P a r i s wen t to C a c h e Va l l ey for f lour 
but b e f o r e they got b a c k it had snowed so h a r d t hey w e r e u n a b l e to 
r e a c h the s e t t l e m e n t s . O the r t e a m s had to h e l p b r e a k r o a d s for t h e m . 

The w i n t e r of 1864-5 w a s an e x t r e m e l y s e v e r e one . In N o v e m b e r 
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F r a n k l i n W. Young had gone to Logan to m i l l and could h a r d l y ge t 
b a c k wi th a t w e n t y - b u s h e l g r i s t . ^° By s p r i n g m a n y of the peop l e 
w e r e ea t ing c o a r s e f lour tha t had been g round in coffee m i l l s out 
of f rozen w h e a t . Some w e r e u s ing bo i l ed w h e a t . F r o z e n w h e a t 
f lour m a d e a s t i cky b r e a d tha t w a s diff icult to ea t u n l e s s a p e r s o n 
w a s e x t r e m e l y h u n g r y . As one w r i t e r e x p r e s s e d i t : " T h o u g h t it 
w a s l i ke the ' F e l l e r s owl, ' i t b e a t nothing a l l to p i e c e s . "^9 F r o z e n 
w h e a t b r e a d b e c a m e a c o m m o n d ie t du r ing m a n y of t h o s e e a r l y y e a r s 

30 in the v a l l e y . 

At t i m e s du r ing the w i n t e r t h e r e w e r e t h r e e and o n e - h a l f feet 
of snow on the l e v e l . A s m a n y c a t t l e had no s h e l t e r , a g r e a t n u m ­
b e r of t h e m d ied . St i l l , c o n s i d e r i n g the s e v e r i t y of the w i n t e r , 
it w a s r e m a r k a b l e tha t m o r e w e r e not l o s t . 

The only c o m m u n i c a t i n g b e t w e e n s e t t l e m e n t s w a s done by m e n 
on s n o w s h o e s . 

Af te r the snow went , s o m e of the s a i n t s wan ted to have a m e e t ­
ing b e c a u s e they wan ted to t e l l A p o s t l e R i c h of a d e c i s i o n they had 
r e a c h e d c o n c e r n i n g t h e i r l eav ing the B e a r L a k e Va l l ey . A c c o r d i n g l y , 
a m e e t i n g w a s ca l l ed and they e x p r e s s e d t h e i r d e s i r e s , r e m i n d i n g 
h i m of the t r y i n g w i n t e r , t he e a r l y f ro s t , e t c . Many of t h e m w a n t e d 
to be r e l e a s e d f r o m t h e i r ca l l so t ha t they could go to a m o r e d e s i r ­
a b l e r e g i o n to s e t t l e . M r . R i c h to ld t h e m they w e r e f r e e to go if 
t hey w a n t e d to , a s he had no r i g h t to k e e p t h e m u n d e r the m a n y 
h a r d s h i p s t hey had su f fe red . But he had b e e n ca l l ed by B r i g h a m 
Young to he lp m a k e the s e t t l e m e n t s t he re and he w a s going to s t a y 
un t i l he w a s r e l e a s e d , even though it m e a n t s t ay ing a l o n e . ^^ T h e s e 
a r e h i s own w o r d s ; 3 4 

B r e t h r e n - - i n the fall of 1863 P r e s i d e n t Young c a l l e d 
m e into h is office and sa id , ' B r o t h e r R i ch , I wan t you to 
go up to B e a r L a k e Va l l ey and s e e if i t can be opened for 
s e t t l e m e n t ; and if i t can, I wan t t ha t you should t a k e a 
c o m p a n y t h e r e and s e t t l e i t . ' 

Tha t w a s a l l I n e e d e d . It w a s a c a l l . I c a m e up h e r e , 
w i th a few b r e t h r e n ; we looked o v e r t h e va l l ey ; and, a l ­
though the a l t i t ude w a s high, the snows heavy , and the 
f r o s t s s e v e r e , t h e r e w a s p len ty of w a t e r for i r r i g a t i o n 
p u r p o s e s and p len ty of f i sh in the l a k e and the s t r e a m s . 
So, w i th a c o m p a n y , I c a m e h e r e and s e t t l e d wi th m y 
f a m i l y . 

T h e r e have been m a n y h a r d s h i p s . Tha t I a d m i t , 
b r e t h r e n . And t h e s e we have s h a r e d t o g e t h e r . But if 
you wan t to go s o m e w h e r e e l s e , tha t i s y o u r r i g h t , and 
I do not want to d e p r i v e you of i t . If you a r e of a m i n d 
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to l e a v e h e r e , my b l e s s i n g wil l go wi th you; but I m u s t s t ay 
h e r e , even if I s t ay a l o n e . P r e s i d e n t Young c a l l e d m e h e r e , 
and h e r e I wi l l r e m a i n unt i l he r e l e a s e s m e and g i v e s m e l e a v e 
to go . 

Mos t of the s e t t l e r s dec ided tha t if he could s t ay they would a l s o 35 

The c l i m a t e soon m o d e r a t e d and the m e n began bui ld ing good 
f e n c e s , made .d i t ches , and bui l t g r i s t m i l l s , d e t e r m i n e d ,to m a k e 
t h e i r p e r m a n e n t r e s i d e n c e h e r e . J . C. R i c h f in i shed s u r v e y i n g the 
town of P a r i s and then m o v e d on to the o t h e r t o w n s . 36 

In A p r i l C h a r l e s C. R i c h went o v e r the m o u n t a i n s on s n o w s h o e s 
to a t tend g e n e r a l c o n f e r e n c e in Sal t L a k e Ci ty . He w a s f if ty-f ive 
y e a r s old and a m a n of l a r g e s t a t u r e , be ing o v e r s ix feet t a l l and 
weighing 240 p o u n d s . Such t r i p s w e r e s o m e w h a t diff icult for h i m , 
ye t in y e a r s to c o m e , he m a d e a to ta l of t h i r t e e n t r i p s o v e r the 
m o u n t a i n s on s n o w s h o e s . T h e s e s n o w s h o e s w e r e not the type tha t 
b e a r s tha t n a m e today . They m u c h m o r e n e a r l y r e s e m b l e d s k i s , 
be ing t h r e e - f o u r t h s of an inch th ick and s i x to e ight feet long and 
p e r h a p s s ix i n c h e s w i d e . They w e r e t u r n e d up on the end l ike "a 
Chinese s l i p p e r " and had a l e a t h e r s t r a p on t h e m in which to s l i p the 
feet 37 They w e r e not m a d e s l i ck on the b o t t o m a s sk i s a r e t oday . 

SOME OF THE P I O N E E R S O F 1864 AND L A T E R 

E . N. AUSTIN EDWARD BURGOYNE 
B o r n 1835 

ISAAC DUNFORD 
B o r n 1823 
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JOHN GRIMMETT 
Born 1827 

EDWARD HADDOCK 

ELIZABETH BARRETT HADDOCK 
Wife of Edward 

JAMES HOLMES 
Born 1828 

SAMUEL HUMPHERYS 
Born 1846 

Wm. BUCHMINSTER LINDSAY 
Born 1821 
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W m . A L F R E D HYMAS MARY EDWARDS HYMAS 
Wife of W m . A. H y m a s 

WILLIAM HYMAS 

JOHN HYMAS 
Son of W i l l i a m 

MARY ANN ATKINS HYMAS 
Wife of W i l l i a m 

MARY ANN P I T M A N HYMAS 
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PETER JENSEN 

SAMUEL MATTHEWS 

BOLE MARIE JACOBSEN JENSEN 
Wife of Pe t e r 

NELS C. NELSON 
Born 1828 

MORRIS PHELPS 
Born 1805 

JAMES WILBURN WELKER 
Born 1825 
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Th i s m a r k e r i s on the h ighway j u s t two 
m i l e s n o r t h w e s t of the s e t t l e m e n t of L a k e t o w n . It 
r e a d s : 

The F u r T r a d e r s R e n d e z v o u s 
E r e c t e d Augus t 1927 

The Rocky Mounta in F u r C o m p a n y h e a d e d by Mi l ton 
B . Sub le t t e , David E . J a c k s o n and J e d e d i a h S. S m i t h 
conduc ted a fur t r a d i n g r e n d e z v o u s in t h i s v i c in i t y in 
J u n e - J u l y 1827, t ak ing 130 b a l e s of b e a v e r f u r s for 
s h i p m e n t to S. L o u i s in M a r c h wi th s ix ty m e n and 
m e r c h a n d i s e , a r r i v i n g v ia South P a s s in l a t e J u n e . 
T h e t r a d i n g w a s conc luded and a l l p a r t i e s d i s p e r s e d 
in m i d - J u l y 1827, fol lowing the r e t u r n of S m i t h f r o m 
a p e r i l o u s j o u r n e y to C a l i f o r n i a . T r a d e r s w e r e a l s o 
h e r e in 1826. L a r g e b a n d s of Ind ians f r e q u e n t l y 
g a t h e r e d h e r e . 
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19. T h o m a s Sle ight m a d e no m e n t i o n in h i s d i a r y at t he t i m e of t h e 
c o u n s e l g iven, ye t w r i t i n g fo r ty y e a r s l a t e r ( F e b r u a r y 1904) he 
s t a t ed : "A b o w e r y w a s bu i l t and m e e t i n g s were he ld on the 22nd, 
when P r e s i d e n t Young and A p o s t l e John T a y l o r and o t h e r l e ad ing 
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o u r guns in o r d e r , should t r e a t the Ind ians k ind ly and feed t h e m 
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C H A P T E R V 

P I O N E E R S AND INDIANS 

No B a t t l e s in B e a r L a k e Va l l ey 

In the book Indian W a r s of Idaho by R. R o s s A r n o l d t h e r e i s no 
m e n t i o n w h a t e v e r of Indian t r o u b l e in the B e a r L a k e Va l l ey . As 
n e a r l y a s the w r i t e r w a s ab le to d e t e r m i n e , t h e r e i s no r e c o r d of 
any b a t t l e in B e a r Lake b e tween the Indian and whi te m e n in the a n ­
n a l s of the L a t t e r - d a y Sain t C h u r c h . In fact , a s p e r t a i n i n g to B e a r 
L a k e Valley the w r i t e r could find no t r a c e of p i o n e e r w a r s wi th Ind ians 
w h a t s o e v e r , excep t the r u m o r of a f e r o c i o u s b a t t l e tha t took p l a c e 
a long the O r e g o n T r a i l r o u t e about t h r e e m i l e s n o r t h of p r e s e n t - d a y 
M o n t p e l i e r . T h i s w a s a b a t t l e b e t w e e n I n d i a n s and i m m i g r a n t s on 
t h e i r way to the O r e g o n c o u n t r y . It h a p p e n e d b e f o r e p i o n e e r s e v e r 
e n t e r e d B e a r L a k e Va l l ey wi th the i n t en t i on of s e t t l e m e n t . 

The Ind i ans and p i o n e e r s on r a r e o c c a s i o n s had d i f f e r e n c e s , but 
no b loodshed r e s u l t e d f r o m t h e m . T h e r e w a s one c a s e , h o w e v e r , 
w h e r e a l o c a l r e s i d e n t w a s s u p p o s e d to have b e e n k i l l e d by I n d i a n s . 
T h i s h a p p e n e d in M o n t p e l i e r . Two m e n b r o k e into a s t o r e owned by 
F r e d K e i z e l of Ogden, Utah; F r e d W e i s n e r w a s s l eep ing i n s i d e . When 
they d i s c o v e r e d tha t s o m e o n e e l s e w a s p r e s e n t they fled. M r . W e i s ­
n e r followed t h e m , w a s shot by the m e n , and died f r o m the w o u n d s . 
The p e r p e t r a t o r s w e r e n e v e r a p p r e h e n d e d or ident i f ied , but m a n y 
peop le b e l i e v e d tha t the deed w a s c o m m i t t e d by I n d i a n s . * 

The B a t t l e Tha t Aided B e a r L a k e 

T h e r e w a s one Indian b a t t l e t ha t w a s no doubt fo r tuna t e not only 
for the L a t t e r - d a y Saint s e t t l e r s of F r a n k l i n , but a l s o for the fu tu re 
s e t t l e r s of B e a r L a k e . T h i s w a s at B a t t l e C r e e k , about twe lve m i l e s 
n o r t h of F r a n k l i n and t h i r t y m i l e s f r o m B e a r L a k e . Colone l Connor 
and h i s s o l d i e r s f r o m F o r t Doug la s p r a c t i c a l l y a n n i h i l a t e d the r e n e g ­
ade b a n d s of Chiefs Le igh , B e a r H u n t e r , and P o c o - t e l l o . Chiefs 
L e i g h and B e a r H u n t e r w e r e k i l l e d . It i s a s s e r t e d the P o c o - t e l l o 
had been p r e s e n t but left the c a m p the n igh t b e f o r e the b a t t l e . T h e s e 
b a n d s w e r e d e s i g n a t e d a s r e n e g a d e s for the r e a s o n tha t t hey could not 
be c o n t r o l l e d in t h e i r t h i ev ing , r o b b i n g , and m u r d e r i n g r a i d s by the 
c o n s e r v a t i v e and r e g u l a r ch ie fs of the Snake and Bannock t r i b e s . 
T h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n a t t he B a t t l e of B e a r R i v e r w a s one of the b e s t 
t h ings tha t could have happened to the n o r t h e r n L a t t e r - d a y Sain t 
s e t t l e m e n t s . Th i s b a t t l e b r o k e the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of the u n c o n t r o l ­
l a b l e e l e m e n t s a m o n g t h e s e t r i b e s . 

53-
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B r i g h a m Young ' s Indian M i s s i o n 

The B a n n o c k s and the Shoshones c l a i m e d the B e a r L a k e Va l l ey 
a s t h e i r own. It w a s full of wild g a m e and p o s s e s s e d g r e a t q u a n ­
t i t i e s of f ish , and they did m u c h s u m m e r hunt ing h e r e . T h e y would 
a l s o r e t i r e to t h i s va l l ey f r o m t h e i r buffalo hun t s to d r e s s t h e i r 

4 } 

h i d e s . Then , at r e g u l a r p e r i o d s they would hold a r e n d e z v o u s 
w i th the Utes and v a r i o u s o the r t r i b e s . H e r e they would t r a d e 
t h e i r buffalo r o b e s and fu r s for h o r s e s and o t h e r c o m m o d i t i e s . (The 
U te s w e r e a peop le who did not do m u c h buffalo hun t ing . ) The b a l ­
a n c e of the t i m e a t the r e n d e z v o u s would be spen t in g a m e s , danc ing , 
and g a m b l i n g . 

B r i g h a m Young w i th a l a r g e c o m p a n y v i s i t e d one of t h e s e r e n ­
d e z v o u s in 1871 . The P r e s i d e n t ' s p a r t y t r a v e l e d to E v a n s t o n , 
Wyoming , on the t r a i n , c o m i n g the b a l a n c e of the way in l ight v e h i c ­
l e s . They a r r i v e d at Indian Va l l ey on J u n e 29 fol lowing the holding 
of c h u r c h m e e t i n g s at L a k e t o w n and Meadowvi l l e a long the r o u t e . 
Af te r f i l l ing the a p p o i n t m e n t wi th the Ind ians the p a r t y l a t e r v i s i t e d 
the n o r t h e r n p a r t of the v a l l e y . 

M a r y J a c o b s R i c h of P a r i s , who then l ived in St. C h a r l e s a s a 
young g i r l (11 y e a r s old) a t t ended the 1871 r e n d e z v o u s a s a g u e s t of 
the Van E t t e n s , who w e r e p a r t of the p r e s i d e n t ' s p a r t y . T h e r e w e r e 
about 2 ,000 Ind ians p r e s e n t wi th m a n y d i f fe ren t t r i b e s r e p r e s e n t e d . 
The Ind i ans d a n c e d to the m u s i c of t o m t o m s , p l ayed by m u s i c i a n s who 
sa t at one s i d e . At one t i m e 500 Ind ians danced in one g r o u p . T h e s e 
Ind ians who had been in w a r wi th a t r i b e s o m e d i s t a n c e away had 
five s c a l p s on s t i c k s wh ich they he ld up and p a s s e d a m o n g s t t h e m ­
s e l v e s whi le they d a n c e d . 

The d i f f e ren t t r i b e s had m e t t h e r e on t h i s o c c a s i o n to have 
B r i g h a m Young m a k e p e a c e b e t w e e n t h e m . D P o c o - t e l l o and W a s h a k i e 
w e r e both p r e s e n t . 

The Whi te Men B r e a k the A g r e e m e n t wi th W a s h a k i e 

The a g r e e m e n t b e t w e e n W a s h a k i e and T igh i , the r e g u l a r ch ie fs 
of the S h o s h o n e s and B a n n o c k s , and the o r i g i n a l scou t ing p a r t y in 
the va l l ey h a s a l r e a d y been b r i e f l y m e n t i o n e d . 

In sp i te of t h i s a g r e e m e n t tha t the sou th end of the v a l l e y w a s not 
to be occup ied by the w h i t e s "and c o n t r a r y to the a d v i c e of G e n e r a l 
R i c h s o m e p a r t i e s did m o v e into Round Va l l ey , b r o k e up l and , fenced 
i t and put in c r o p s in 1865. "^ When W a s h a k i e , w i th h i s I n d i a n s , wen t 
t h e r e to c a m p he o r d e r e d t h e m to b r e a k down the f ences and t u r n t h e i r 
h o r s e s on the g rowing c r o p s , t e l l ing the w h i t e s , "if you do not t a k e 
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the a d v i c e of G e n e r a l R i c h m a y b e you wi l l t ake m i n e : " ' The s e t t l e r s 
soon m o v e d back into the o t h e r s e t t l e m e n t s but the Ind ians w e r e 
a n g r y . D u r i n g th i s s a m e y e a r a n o t h e r i n t e r v i e w b e t w e e n G e n e r a l 
R i c h and t h e Indian ch ie fs r e s u l t e d in t h e w h i t e s ' ob ta in ing t h e i r 
p e r m i s s i o n to s e t t l e on the r e s e r v e d p o r t i o n . ' But t h i s w a s not 
un t i l a f t e r p e r s i s t e n t e f fo r t s had b e e n n e c e s s a r y to a t t a i n t h e good 
wi l l of the I n d i a n s . 

Upon h e a r i n g of the diff icul ty M r . R i c h ca l l ed upon A m o s W r i g h t , 
who u n d e r s t o o d the Indian n a t u r e and spoke t h e i r l a n g u a g e , to go to 
the Ind ians and m a k e e v e r y t h i n g r i g h t . E l d e r W r i g h t knew they would 
be v e r y a n g r y . He c a l l e d upon I r a N e b e k e r and E . N. A u s t i n to go 
wi th h i m . M r . W r i g h t told t h e m t h a t u n l e s s t hey could face any th ing 
wi thout showing s igns of f ea r i t would be b e t t e r not to go. The t h r e e 
m e n wen t . Whi le E l d e r W r i g h t w a s b u s y t a lk ing , an Indian buck 
sudden ly t h r u s t a knife t o w a r d the s t o m a c h of I r a N e b e k e r , w h e r e he 
he ld it w i th the point touch ing h i s c l o t h e s . The two m e n s tood l ook ­
ing e a c h o t h e r in the e y e . M r . N e b e k e r n e v e r f l inched . The Indian 
sa id , " H e a p b r a v e m a n " and wa lked away . 

As the Ind ians saw m o r e land be ing t a k e n up by the w h i t e s , they 
b e c a m e r e s e n t f u l . T h e i r e x c e l l e n t hunt ing and f i sh ing g r o u n d s w e r e 
r a p i d l y d i s a p p e a r i n g . "At t h i s p a r t i c u l a r t i m e , a l s o , it s e e m e d tha t 
they and t h e i r n e i g h b o r i n g t r i b e s of Ind ians b e g a n d i spu t ing a m o n g 
t h e m s e l v e s . They dec ided to go to w a r . " ' One t r i b e w a s hav ing i t s 
w a r d a n c e s at the point w h e r e F i s h Haven i s now l o c a t e d , and the 
o t h e r w a s doing the s a m e a c r o s s the l a k e at o r n e a r t h e p l a c e c a l l e d 
E d e n . 

T h i s w a s a s e r i o u s m a t t e r to the few whi te peop l e in the v a l l e y , 
e s p e c i a l l y to C h a r l e s C. R i ch , b e c a u s e he w a s not only the l e a d e r 
of the w h i t e s but w a s a l s o the g o v e r n m e n t Indian a g e n t . ' He took 
s o m e of the l e ad ing whi te m e n and wen t to F i s h Haven . H e r e a con ­
f e r e n c e w a s a r r a n g e d b e t w e e n t h e i r chief and m e d i c i n e m e n , and the 
l e a d e r s of the o t h e r t r i b e . E a c h t r i b e p r e s e n t e d i t s g r i e v a n c e s and 
d i s c u s s e d i t s opinion of the whi te m e n . They w e r e to ld how fool i sh 
i t w a s to fight e a c h o t h e r and d e c r e a s e t h e i r n u m b e r s . They 'were 
a s k e d wha t good it would do to fight a m o n g t h e m s e l v e s . Then they 
w e r e told to look out on the l a k e at the w a v e s a s t hey c a m e t o w a r d 
the s h o r e . The Ind ians w e r e a s k e d if they could s top t h e m . The 
wh i t e peop l e w e r e s i m i l a r to the l a k e . G r e a t n u m b e r s of t h e m l i ved 
in the e a s t and e l s e w h e r e in the w o r l d . L i k e the w a v e s of the s ea , 
they would con t inue to c o m e . The I n d i a n s could no m o r e s top t h e m 
f r o m coming than they could s top the w a v e s of the s e a . G e n e r a l R i c h 
a s k e d t h e m to be f r i ends and t u r n the in t ended fight into a big f e a s t 
i n s t e a d wi th the w h i t e s fu rn i sh ing the m e a t . Af te r d i s c u s s i n g the 
m a t t e r , the Ind ians a g r e e d on p e a c e . Some c a t t l e w e r e d r i v e n to 
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F i s h Haven and the c e l e b r a t i o n began . They a l l f o r m e d a big c i r c l e , 
and G e n e r a l R i c h sa t wi th t h e ch ie fs on each s i d e . The p e a c e p ipe 
w a s p a s s e d a r o u n d and s m o k e d . ' 

Af ter the f ea s t , Chief W a s h a k i e took s o m e of the w h i t e s and 
Ind ians up on a high m o u n t a i n d i r e c t l y back of the land w h e r e F i s h Haven 
now s t a n d s . Chief W a s h a k i e told G e n e r a l R i c h to look in a l l d i r e c ­
t i o n s , to the n o r t h , then to the south , to the e a s t , and then to the 
w e s t . W a s h a k i e then gave h i m a l l the land he could s e e . "He then 
a s k e d G e n e r a l R i c h to consu l t the g r e a t F a t h e r in Wash ing ton to s e e 
w h e r e they wan ted the Ind ians to go . T h i s w a s done and the Uinta 
Wind R i v e r R e s e r v a t i o n w a s a p p r o p r i a t e d for t h e m in 1868. " 

The Indian t r o u b l e s , due to the w h i t e s ' b reak ing t h e i r a g r e e m e n t , 
m a d e the s e t t l e r s r a t h e r u n c e r t a i n about the a c t i o n s of t h e i r r e d b r o t ­
h e r s . In c o n s e q u e n c e , for the w i n t e r of 1865-66 they c o n c e n t r a t e d 
into four s e t t l e m e n t s i n s t e a d of e l e v e n . * * They a l s o bui l t s t r o n g 
c o r r a l s for t h e i r c a t t l e and took o t h e r p r e c a u t i o n a r y m e a s u r e s 
a g a i n s t Indian r a i d s . As it t u r n e d out the m e a s u r e s w e r e u n n e c e s ­
sary. The fall h a r v e s t in '66 w a s f a i r l y good in p o t a t o e s and g r a i n 
and the s e t t l e r s w e r e g lad to f u r n i s h the Ind ians wi th p r o v i s i o n s . 

In a r e p o r t to the D e s e r e t News on A u g u s t 23 , 1866, E l d e r G e o r g e 
O s m o n d r e p o r t e d tha t t h e g r a i n p r o s p e c t s w e r e e n c o u r a g i n g and " the 
Ind i ans w e r e g leefu l ly a n t i c i p a t i n g add i t i ons to t h e i r f a r e of fat beef 
and p o t a t o e s wh ich at t h e t i m e of w r i t i n g w e r e the only ed ib l e w e a p o n s 
in the v a l l e y . " 1 2 On A p r i l 2, 1867, M r . E . N. Aus t i n r e p o r t e d to 
the D e s e r e t N e w s : " T h e Ind ians a r e a l r e a d y r e t u r n i n g f r o m t h e i r 
w i n t e r buffalo exped i t ion and a s u s u a l p e r f e c t l y f r i end ly . " 

Al though the S h o s h o n e s w e r e a s s i g n e d to the r e s e r v a t i o n they , 
and o t h e r Ind ians a s we l l , often c a m e to the v a l l e y on s h o r t v i s i t s 
for m a n y y e a r s a f t e r w a r d s . They often c a m e in g r o u p s of fifty to two 
h u n d r e d and would p i t ch t h e i r t e n t s on a s i t e n e a r one of the towns 
w h e r e they would s t ay for a n y w h e r e f r o m t h r e e d a y s to two w e e k s , 
hunt ing and f i sh ing , and ge t t ing f lour , b r e a d , and m e a t f r o m the s e t ­
t l e r s . 4 M r s . M a r y A. P h e l p s R i c h w r o t e : 15 

F o r s e v e r a l y e a r s they c a m e about tw ice a y e a r and 
we had to ge t a m a n who could t a lk to t h e m to exp la in our 
r i g h t to l ive t h e r e . They thought we w e r e i n t r u d i n g on 
t h e i r hunt ing g round , and we had to f u r n i s h t h e m wi th b l a n ­
k e t s , c lo th ing , f lour , and m e a t in o r d e r to k e e p p e a c e wi th 
t h e m . It took s e v e r a l beef e v e r y y e a r to supp ly t h e m , but 
it p r o v e d s u c c e s s f u l , a s we n e v e r had any t r o u b l e wi th t h e m . 

On one o c c a s i o n , whi le the Ind ians -were c a m p e d above P a r i s , a 
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squaw came to the home of M r s . Rich because her husband had 
beaten her . As was the Indian custom, she walked in without 
knocking. She t r ied to get into bed with the two boys who were 
sleeping on the floor. M r s . Rich told her to go back and make 
peace with her buck. 

The Indian women did near ly all the work. Whenever they moved 
camp, a pole was tied on each side of a pony; then blankets , etc . , 
were put on top, and, perhaps , a squaw on top of it al l . Indian 
bucks usually rode ahead on hor se -back without packs . 

The Indians would steal if they thought they could get away with 
it, but they seldom stole catt le or anything very valuable. Dr. E z r a 
C. Rich wrote: "There were all kinds of s to r ies about children being 
stolen by the Indians but I do not reca l l anyone being stolen in our 
coun t ry . "*° 

P res iden t Alfred Hart te l l s how he watched an Indian buck be ­
come fascinated by some sleigh bel ls that he found on the fence. He 
would ra t t le them and then jump up and down, then ra t t l e them again. 
He finally put them around his shoulders and t rot ted off in glee. *•' 

The biggest beggar among all the Indians was Poco- te l lo . He 
always wanted m o r e . A wr i t e r from Bear Lake to the Dese re t News, 
May 26, 1869, wrote ° that " P o - c o - t e l l - o , the renowned Indian 
w a r r i o r , whose reputation for honesty is a lmost as g rea t as that of 
a congressman, has paid a begging visi t to the se t t lements without 
stealing anything from the se t t l e r s ; the definition of the word, P o -
co- te l l -o in English l i t e ra l ly means 'give us a sack of flour and two 
b e e v e s . ' " 

Upon one occasion it was n e c e s s a r y for Char les C. Rich to be ­
come ext remely f i rm with Poco- te l lo . On one of his begging vis i t s 
he called upon General Rich, request ing a s t ee r . General Rich had 
some of his sons dr ive in a few s t ee r s from the field. " After they 
a r r ived Poco- te l lo was told that he could have any of them except 
one, as that s teer belonged to a poor man and was the only one he 
had. For some reason the Indian ins is ted on that par t i cu la r s t ee r . 
He was told, "You can' t have that one, " as he t r ied a th rea t . He 
said, "Me kill ' im. " Mr. Rich dragged h im from his horse and 
said, "If you kill that s teer I 'll horsewhip you. " The two men, both 
being l a rge of s ta ture looked each other square ly in the eye while 
the children around ran for shel ter and Mr. Rich ' s boys became 
tense . Final ly Poco- te l lo slapped the white man on the back saying, 
"You big white chief. " He took another s teer and depar ted. ^ 

There is a story of an Indian named Sampson who used to pay 
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for h i s b r e a d - - s o m e t h i n g d i f fe ren t for an Ind ian . "He u s e d to c o m e 
to M o n t p e l i e r e v e r y s u m m e r for a n u m b e r of y e a r s to f i sh and hunt . " 
N e a r l y e v e r y day he would go to the h o m e of J o h n Bunney wi th a fine 
s t r i n g of t r o u t to exchange for b r e a d . M r s . Bunney would l e t h i m 
si t a t the t a b l e and would g ive h i m s o m e t h i n g to e a t . When he had 
f in i shed she would a s k h i m if he would b r i n g h e r m o r e f i sh the nex t 
day . He would r e p l y , "Maybe so , m a y b e not so , " m e a n i n g tha t he 
would if he could c a t c h t h e m . 

B a p t i s m of W a s h a k i e 

A m o s Wr igh t , the L a t t e r - d a y Sain t B i s h o p of Benning ton , w a s 
an i n v a l u a b l e a s s e t to the B e a r L a k e Colony. H i s i n t e r e s t in and 
love for the Ind ians he lped h i m to u n d e r s t a n d t h e i r n a t u r e and t h e i r 
po in t of v i ew . His knowledge of t h e i r l a n g u a g e w a s a g r e a t h e l p . 

B i s h o p W r i g h t went to the B e a r L a k e County in 1864 a s a young 
m a n and spent the r e s t of h i s l ife t h e r e ; so he w a s p r e s e n t d u r i n g 
the whole p e r i o d of co lon iza t ion , a f t e r the in i t i a l y e a r . W h e n e v e r 
any diff icul ty of a s e r i o u s n a t u r e would a r i s e b e t w e e n the Ind ians 
and s e t t l e r s , B i s h o p W r i g h t would be ca l l ed upon to a c t a s m e d i a t o r . 
One e a r l y r e s i d e n t h a s sa id of h i m : " A m o s W r i g h t . . . w a s our 
Indian i n t e r p r e t e r s i nce J u l y 1 8 6 4 - - a s a m a n knowing wel l the Indian 
c h a r a c t e r he w a s of i nd i spensab l e w o r t h to the s e t t l e r s . " ^ 

M r . W r i g h t often wen t on a s h o r t m i s s i o n to t h e I n d i a n s . In 1877 
he w a s ca l l ed to v i s i t the Indian f a r m a t Malad , Idaho . Upon h i s r e ­
t u r n to B e a r L a k e he r e p o r t e d tha t the Ind ians w e r e v e r y f r i end ly and 
obed ien t . About 150 of the Bannock Ind i ans had b e e n b a p t i z e d in to the 
L a t t e r - d a y Sa in t C h u r c h , and m a n y o t h e r s w e r e i n t e r e s t e d . He w a s 
of the opinion tha t t h e s e Ind ians would get a long b e t t e r in the Uni ted 
O r d e r than the whi te c h u r c h m e m b e r s . ^3 

In 1880 B i s h o p Wr igh t wen t on a m i s s i o n to W a s h a k i e ' s Ind ians 
a t Wind R i v e r R e s e r v a t i o n in W y o m i n g . ^ W a s h a k i e w a s s i c k a t t he 
t i m e . B i s h o p W r i g h t sen t w o r d to W a s h a k i e t ha t he had been sen t to 
b a p t i z e t h o s e Ind ians who w i s h e d to r e c e i v e the G o s p e l . W a s h a k i e 
sa id tha t he w a s a f r iend of the M o r m o n peop le but did not b e l i e v e the 
G o s p e l . He a d v i s e d M r . W r i g h t to k e e p out of s ight of the s o l d i e r s . 

B i s h o p W r i g h t v i s i t e d W a s h a k i e and had a long c o n v e r s a t i o n wi th 
h i m , d i s c u s s i n g the d o c t r i n e s of the L a t t e r - d a y Saint C h u r c h . With 
W a s h a k i e ' s p e r m i s s i o n , w o r d w a s sen t to the Indian v i l l a g e i n f o r m i n g 
the I n d i a n s of h i s p r e s e n c e and m i s s i o n . They w e r e a l s o told tha t if 
any w i s h e d to be b a p t i z e d by h i m they should c o m e in s m a l l n u m b e r so 
a s not to a r o u s e s u s p i c i o n among the s o l d i e r s . W a s h a k i e ' s i n t e r p r e t e r 
w a s v i s i t e d and c o n v e r t e d . He w a s a l s o s i ck and a s k e d to be p r a y e d for, 
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Amos R. Wright, a colonist of Fo r t Lemhi, 
Idaho, in 1855, came to Bear Lake Valley in July of 
1864. Indian miss ionary , in t e rp re te r , concil iator, 
and al l -around friend of the Red Man, he baptized 
Chief Washakie and confirmed him a member of the 
Church of J e sus Chris t of La t t e r -day Saints in the 
fall of 1880. He pres ided for many yea r s as the 
L. D .S . bishop of Bennington, Idaho. 
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The next day 100 Ind ians w e r e b a p t i z e d . E l d e r W r i g h t s t ayed ten 
d a y s , bap t iz ing and a d m i n i s t e r i n g to the s i ck . Be fo re l e av ing , he 
bap t i zed W a s h a k i e . 

The v e n e r a b l e old chief p a s s e d away at h i s t epee on the Shoshone 
r e s e r v a t i o n in Wyoming on F e b r a u r y 6, 1900, at the age of one h u n ­
d r e d two y e a r s . He and h is band had been r e g u l a r v i s i t o r s in m a n y 
of the L a t t e r - d a y Saint s e t t l e m e n t s , e s p e c i a l l y be fo re 1868. 

Chief W a s h a k i e of the 
Shoshone Ind ians who c l a i m e d 
the B e a r L a k e Va l l ey a s a h u n t ­
ing g round ; f r i end of B r i g h a m 
Young, C h a r l e s C. R ich , o the r 
L . D. S. l e a d e r s , and whi te peop le 
in g e n e r a l . 
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An interes t ing descr ipt ion and s tory of Washakie was published 
in the Improvement E r a in 1900. ^5 Through lack of information, the 
author mentioned that Washakie was never baptized into the L a t t e r -
day Saint Church. The author wrote: 

Brother George Hill, Indian miss ionary , visited his 
t r ibe , and succeeded in baptizing a number of them, but 
Washakie himself was never baptized by an Elder of the 
"Church" . . . . He was given a bur ia l such as captains 
in the a rmy a re granted, and the Episcopal se rv ice was 
read at the grave by Reverend John Rober t s , who, it is 
repor ted , had baptized the chief.'^5 

Some yea r s after publication of this a r t i c l e it was called to the 
attention of Bishop Wright. J. C. Rich, having heard Bishop Wright 
r epor t that Washakie had been baptized, urged him to make a s t a t e ­
ment of it. On Feb rua ry 18, 1908, Bishop Wright called upon Mr. 
Rich and handed him a le t te r addressed to Joseph F . Smith. Elder 
Rich then wrote a l e t t e r and sent the two of them together . Bi shop 
Wright ' s le t ter is given below:^6 

Bennington, Idaho 
Feb rua ry 18, 1908 

P res iden t Joseph F . Smith 

Dear Brother : 

My attention has recent ly been d i rec ted to an a r t i c l e 
contained in Vol. Ill, page 472 of the Improvement E r a 
wherein it is stated that no E lde r ever succeeded in bring­
ing Chief Washakie into the Church, but that just before he 
died a min is te r by the name of Rober t s adminis te red to him 
the r i t e s of a bapt ism according to the Chris t ian rel igion. 
The facts a r e as follows: In the fall of 1884 [1880] after 
being called and duly commiss ioned to visit the r e s e r v a ­
tion in Wyoming, I visi ted the chief and sought the oppor­
tunity and pe rmi s s ion to prose ly te among his people, at 
the same t ime, and upon the same occasion explaining to 
him the f irs t vision of the Prophet Joseph Smith and the 
pr inc ip les of the Gospel. I stayed with him until a late 
hour in the night when I was compelled to my place of r e ­
t i r emen t to r i sk my re turn in the day. Since his good feel­
ings for the Mormon people has been questioned by some, 
I will say that he showed me the photoes ["sic] of P res iden t 
Young, P res iden t Taylor, Char les C. Rich and many o thers 
of the l e a d e r s - - t h e y were neat and clean and bore evidence 
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tha t g r e a t p a i n s had been t aken in t h e i r p r e s e r v a t i o n . 
He told m e that m y e x p l a n a t i o n s w e r e e x a c t l y the s a m e 
a s t h o s e he had h e a r d f r o m h i s f r i end , P r e s i d e n t Young 
m a n y y e a r s b e f o r e . A week o r so a f t e r t h i s i n t e r v i e w 
I r e c e i v e d w o r d f r o m W a s h a k i e t ha t he w i s h e d m e to 
v i s i t h i m a g a i n for the p u r p o s e of bap t i z ing h i m . Af te r 
m y a r r i v a l at t h i s lodge and a f t e r he had sen t s e v e r a l 
of h i s s o n s to m a k e a d a m on a s t r e a m n e a r by, I b a p t i z e d 
h i m and c o n f i r m e d h i m a m e m b e r of the C h u r c h of J e s u s 
C h r i s t of L a t t e r - d a y Sa in t s in the p r e s e n c e of m e m b e r s 
of h i s f a m i l y and s e v e r a l o t h e r w i t n e s s e s . Many y e a r s 
a f t e r w a r d whi le he w a s p r o s t r a t e , h e l p l e s s and in an 
u n c o n s c i o u s condi t ion , and wi thou t h i s knowledge o r 
c o n s e n t , M r . John R o b e r t s s t epped up to h i s b e d s i d e , 
d ipped h i s hand in to a bowl of w a t e r , s p r i n k l e d a few 
d r o p s of i t onto the ch i e f ' s f o r e h e a d , w h e r e u p o n i t w a s 
in the Wyoming N e w s p a p e r tha t W a s h a k i e had a c c e p t e d 
C h r i s t i a n r e l i g i o n b e f o r e he d ied . S ince I have h e a r d 
tha t you a r e the ed i to r of the I m p r o v e m e n t E r a I thought 
you m i g h t d e e m it due to W a s h a k i e tha t t h i s should be 
known, so tha t w h a t e v e r i s due h i m , e i t h e r f r o m m o t i v e 
o r of f r i e n d s h i p for ou r p e o p l e o r t r u e c o n v e r s i o n he ought 
to have i t . Knowing t h a t you a r e a l w a y s in the m i d s t of 
m u c h w o r k and w o r r y wi th v a r i o u s a n n o y a n c e s I have ye t 
v e n t u r e d to f u r n i s h you w i th t h i s i n f o r m a t i o n should you 
d e s i r e to c o r r e c t the a r t i c l e which a p p e a r e d in V o l u m e III 
of the I m p r o v e m e n t E r a . 

E v e r you r b r o t h e r in the G o s p e l , 
A. R. W r i g h t . 

26 M r . R i c h ' s l e t t e r r e a d s in p a r t : 

When f a the r w a s ca l l ed upon to s e t t l e t h i s va l l ey , he 
he ld a c o u n c i l wi th W a s h a k i e and h i s I n d i a n s , in 1863, in 
t h i s va l l ey , and ob ta ined t h e i r c o n s e n t to s e t t l e t h i s v a l l e y , 
w h i c h w a s c l a i m e d by t h e m a s t h e i r s u m m e r hunt ing and 
f i sh ing g r o u n d , the Ind ians a t t ha t t i m e not be ing on r e s e r ­
v a t i o n s . On f a t h e r ' s p a r t , he a g r e e d tha t when the s e t t l e r s 
r a i s e d c r o p s , they would give the Ind ians such p r o v i s i o n s 
a s t hey w e r e ab le t o , when t h e y should v i s i t the s e t t l e m e n t s 
and they , in r e t u r n , would not m o l e s t the s e t t l e r s n o r s t e a l 
t h e i r a n i m a l s . W a s h a k i e fai thful ly c a r r i e d out h i s t r e a t y , 
and on m o r e than one o c c a s i o n when young b u c k s , who could 
not be c o n t r o l l e d , s to l e ou r h o r s e s , W a s h a k i e sen t t h e m b a c k 
by o t h e r I n d i a n s . You wi l l n o t i c e tha t B r o t h e r W r i g h t s t a t e s 
he b a p t i z e d W a s h a k i e at n igh t . T h i s w a s b e c a u s e B r o t h e r 
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Wright dare not be seen on the rese rva t ion in the day t ime, 
as the Indian agent would not allow any "Mormon" p rose ly ­
ting on the rese rva t ion . Brother Wright te l ls me that he 
baptized about 300 Indians on that miss ion, bes ides Washakie, 
their names and t ime of bapt ism being sent to the proper 
Church author i t ies . During his stay on the rese rva t ion 
he says the Indians secre ted and fed him, and he was never 
bet rayed by them. Bro ther Wright has a r ich fund of in­
formation about the Indian miss ion in the nor th since the 
days of Fo r t Lemhi, and I have told him he ought to leave 
a r ecord of it, but he feels defficient [sic] , and not educ­
ated sufficiently to put it in shape. It is possible that if 
Brother Andrew Jensen, the h is tor ian , should see him, 
that he might obtain many i tems concerning church m a t t e r s 
that should be p r e se rved and recorded . These suggest ions 
seemed to me proper , and a r e given for what they a r e worth. 
With kindest r ega rds to yourself and assoc ia te s I am as ever , 
your b ro the r . 

J . C. Rich 

Mr . W. J. McConnell wri t ing the ear ly h i s to ry of Idaho gives 
a slightly exaggerated pic ture as to the Indian dangers in the ear ly 
yea r s of se t t lement in the Bear Lake Country. It is t rue that 
the se t t l e r s were p repa red to act in case of hos t i l i t ies , but the danger 
was seldom very imminent , and only one winter did the inhabitants 
concentrate in four se t t lements on account of the Indians. They 
never did live only in P a r i s after the f irs t year , for any reason 
whatever . 

The book, His tory of Idaho T e r r i t o r y has aptly expressed the 
situation as it occur red in the valley: 

The policy persued by General Rich and other l e ade r s 
of the Mormon people, towards the Indians has been peace ­
ful and friendly t rea t ing them -with kindness and jus t ice , the 
resu l t of which has been most sat isfactory, the Mormons 
and Indians to this day retaining the mos t friendly re la t ions 
with each other . 
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CHAPTER VI 

SETTLEMENT PROBLEMS 

T r o u b l e wi th T h i e v e s 

The B e a r L a k e s e t t l e r s had a l s o to con tend wi th c a t t l e r u s t l e r s 
who w e r e m u c h w o r s e for s t e a l i ng than the Ind ians w e r e ! * O r g a n ­
i zed b a n d s w e r e o p e r a t i n g in Idaho, Wyoming , and Mon tana . 2 " T h e y 
had s t a t i ons about 100 m i l e s a p a r t t h r o u g h the r o u g h e s t p l a c e s in the 
m o u n t a i n s . "3 T h e y would swoop down f r o m the m o u n t a i n s and d r i v e 
off c a t t l e into t h e s e m o u n t a i n h i d e - o u t s . F i n a l l y the r u s t l e r s b e c a m e 
so bold a s to c o m e into s e t t l e m e n t s w h e r e they r o b b e d s t o r e s and 
o t h e r e s t a b l i s h m e n t s . The B e a r L a k e peop le did nothing a b o u t t h e m 
unt i l they c o m m i t t e d r o b b e r y a t a s t o r e in M o n t p e l i e r , and the c l e r k 
w a s sho t and k i l l e d . G e n e r a l R i c h ca l l ed for e a c h s e t t l e m e n t to 
f u r n i s h two m e n for a p o s s e to p u r s u e and p u n i s h the o u t l a w s . F o u r ­
t e e n m e n r e s p o n d e d , inc luding the Sheriff, J o s e p h C. R ich , J o n a t h a n 
H o o p e s , and E . N. Wi l son (the f o r m e r whi te Indian boy) . 

They s t r u c k a c r o s s the m o u n t a i n s e a s t of B e a r L a k e and fol lowed 
the t r a i l of the r o b b e r s to the Big P i n e y c o u n t r y in Wyoming . Af ter 
s igh t ing the r o b b e r c a m p they r e t i r e d into the wi l lows to h ide un t i l 
a f t e r d a r k . The r o b b e r c a m p w a s s cou t ed and it was found tha t t hey 
o u t n u m b e r e d the p o s s e m o r e than two to one . Af te r c o n s u l t a t i o n , 
i t w a s dec ided tha t the only way they could t a k e the band of t h i e v e s 
a l i ve w a s by s u r p r i s e . J o n a t h a n Hoopes and E . N. Wi l son r e c o n -
n o i t e r e d a f t e r d a r k and found t h e r e w e r e s e v e n t e n t s in a l l . Two m e n 
w e r e a s s i g n e d to e a c h t e n t . J u s t at dawn the s igna l w a s g iven and the 
p o s s e r o d e into the c a m p , j u m p e d off t h e i r h o r s e s , r a n in to the t e n t s , 
and g a t h e r e d up the w e a p o n s of the r o b b e r s . 3 

Af ter e x a m i n i n g the s tock of the r o b b e r s it w a s a p p a r e n t t h a t 
m a n y head be long ing to the B e a r L a k e s e t t l e r s w e r e t h e r e , inc lud ing 
s o m e be longing to m e m b e r s of the p o s s e . Upon finding tha t t he 
l e a d e r s of the g r o u p w e r e not in the c a m p , the p o s s e felt tha t t hey 
m i g h t be a m b u s h e d on t h e way b a c k t h r o u g h t h e heav i ly t i m b e r e d 
c o u n t r y w i th so m a n y m e n , so t hey wa i t ed for t h r e e d a y s for the 
l e a d e r s to c o m e . At t h e end of t h i s t i m e the l e a d e r s s t i l l had not 
c o m e . The p o s s e g a t h e r e d t h e i r own s t o c k p lus fo r ty head of the 
r o b b e r s ' h o r s e s , to g u a r a n t e e t h e i r a p p e a r a n c e in c o u r t wi th in t h i r t y 
d a y s , and r e t u r n e d to B e a r L a k e Va l l ey . Of c o u r s e , no one a p p e a r e d 
to r e d e e m the h o r s e s so t hey w e r e sold at auc t i on . " T h i s n e s t of 
ou t l aws w a s c o m p l e t e l y b r o k e n up the following y e a r . "3 

Af ter tha t , the B e a r L a k e s e t t l e m e n t s did not have any v e r y 
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s e r i o u s t r o u b l e wi th the r u s t l e r s for qui te a n u m b e r of y e a r s . 
T r o u b l e c a m e aga in , h o w e v e r ; and in S e p t e m b e r of 1884, t h e c i t i z e n s 
found i t n e c e s s a r y to hold a m e e t i n g in P a r i s to o r g a n i z e a "S tock 
A s s o c i a t i o n for Mutua l P r o t e c t i o n A g a i n s t T h i e v e s . "4 At t h i s 
m e e t i n g E . N. Aus t i n , W a l t e r Hoge , and A m o s R. W r i g h t w e r e 
appoin ted a c o m m i t t e e to d r a w up a se t of b y - l a w s . The peop l e 
w e r e to c o m p l e t e the o r g a n i z a t i o n a t a pub l ic m e e t i n g l a t e r in the 
m o n t h . They r e q u e s t e d peop le i n t e r e s t e d in the s tock i n d u s t r y to 
be t h e r e . The fact tha t t he pub l i c w a s a r o u s e d to s u c h an ex ten t 
i n d i c a t e s t ha t t h i e v e r y w a s r a t h e r w i d e s p r e a d and t r o u b l e s o m e . 

On Augus t 13, 1893, the Bank of M o n t p e l i e r , the f i r s t bank in 
the coun t ry , w a s he ld up and r o b b e d by cowboys , 5 who e s c a p e d wi th 
m o r e than $7 , 000 c a s h . None of it w a s e v e r r e c o v e r e d , but one of 
the r o b b e r s w a s a p p r e h e n d e d and r e c e i v e d a s e n t e n c e of t h i r t y - f i v e 
y e a r s in the s t a t e p e n i t e n t i a r y . -> 

L u m b e r M i l l s and G r i s t M i l l s 

By May 1, 1865, F r a n c i s M. P o m e r o y and G e o r g e W. S i r r i n e 
had bu i l t a g r i s t m i l l in P a r i s . The m i l l b u r r s , m a d e of na t i ve s tone 
by hand, w e r e about e igh t een i n c h e s in d i a m e t e r . ° The m i l l w a s a 
r a t h e r a w k w a r d af fa i r , l e av ing the f lour and b r a n t o g e t h e r . At tha t , 
i t w a s qui te an i m p r o v e m e n t o v e r the s low g r i n d i n g of the g r a i n in 
the coffee g r i n d e r s , a s m a n y had found it n e c e s s a r y to do up to t h i s 
t i m e . T h o m a s S l e i g h t ' s r e c o r d on M a y 1 r e a d s : " F a m i l i e s v e r y 
b a d - - f l o u r v e r y s c a r c e ; have to g r i n d on hand m i l l . " ' " P h i n e a s Cook 
bu i l t t he nex t g r i s t m i l l at Swan C r e e k , wh ich , though a s m a l l af fa i r 
and h o m e m a d e , m a d e v e r y good e a t a b l e [ s i c ] f lour . " 

In the s p r i n g of 1866, J o s e p h David T a y l o r c o m p l e t e d the e r e c ­
t ion of a m u c h b e t t e r g r i s t m i l l in St . C h a r l e s . Th i s l i g h t e n e d the 
b u r d e n c o n s i d e r a b l y but s t i l l it w a s not ab le to t ake c a r e of a l l of the 
g r i n d i n g in the v a l l e y . B e f o r e t h e end of the y e a r , two o t h e r g r i s t 
m i l l s w e r e r e a d y for u s e , wh ich he lped t h e f lour s i t ua t i on g r e a t l y . 

O t h e r and b e t t e r f lour m i l l s w e r e c o n s t r u c t e d d u r i n g the n e x t 
few y e a r s . David T a y l o r of Sal t L a k e bu i l t a good n i 11 w i th F r e n c h 
B u r r s and good bo l t s at St. C h a r l e s . It gave e x c e l l e n t s e r v i c e and 
b e c a m e known a s the M e r c l e y M i l l . In 1 8 7 6 , when C h a r l e s C. R i c h 
wen t to Sal t L a k e a t c o n f e r e n c e t i m e , he t r a d e d h i s t e a m of m u l e s to 
B r i g h a m Young for a se t of g r i s t m i l l s t o n e s tha t had b e e n m a d e in 
F r a n c e . T h e s e s t o n e s w e r e u s e d in B e a r L a k e un t i l t hey w e r e r e ­
p l a c e d by m o r e m o d e r n m a c h i n e r y . 

By J u l y of 1866 the va l l ey had one saw m i l l runn ing , e r e c t e d by 
Na than D a v i s a t St. C h a r l e s . "Al l t he i r o n s of t h i s m i l l w e r e fo rged 
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These mil l b u r r s were made in F rance , brought 
a c r o s s the plains by ox t eams , and used in Salt Lake 
City in 1876. They were obtained by Char les C. Rich 
from Pres iden t Br igham Young in exchange for a pa i r s 
of mules and were instal led in the mil l west of P a r i s . 
They ass is ted in solving one of the major problems of 
the va l ley- - tha t of supplying enough flour. 

They a r e imbedded in a sidewalk of the lawn on 
the south side of the Tabernacle , being placed there on 
August 2, 193 7, by the Elizabeth Camp of the Daughters 
of the Utah P ionee r s . 
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at St. C h a r l e s by J o n a t h a n P u g m i r e . "'•^ Two o t h e r saw m i l l s w e r e 
n e a r l y r e a d y for u s e at the t i m e , ^ one of t h e m a c i r c u l a r saw m i l l 
in P a r i s canyon bu i l t by G e o r g e W. S i r r i n e . * 2 O the r s e t t l e m e n t s 
l a t e r added saw m i l l s , a s l u m b e r w a s bad ly n e e d e d . * 3 E v e r y c o m ­
m u n i t y could u s e al l the l u m b e r t ha t any m i l l could p r o d u c e ; it w a s 
s t a t ed in 1877 tha t t h e r e n e v e r w a s enough l u m b e r in the v a l l e y . * 4 

A saw m i l l in St . C h a r l e s b u r n e d down, and a s h o r t t i m e l a t e r a 
M r . M e r k l e y w a s bui ld ing one on th i s s a m e s i t e when a c o r r e s p o n -
dant w r i t i n g to the D e s e r e t N e w s , s igning h i m s e l f " L , " sa id : "A 
good m i l l i s g r e a t l y n e e d e d and wi l l be a p p r e c i a t e d by the c i t i z e n s . " 1 D 

C r o p s and C r o p F a i l u r e s 

The c r o p s in the va l l ey in 1866 w e r e v e r y good in m o s t r e s p e c t s . 
The po ta to c r o p w a s good, and only a s m a l l p a r t of the g r a i n c r o p 
w a s l o s t by f r o s t , but the y e a r of 1867 w a s a d i s a s t r o u s one . D u r i n g 
th i s w i n t e r the s e t t l e r s suf fe red g r e a t l y . The s e t t l e m e n t s w e r e not 
ab le to ge t a full and c o m p l e t e c r o p , in a l l r e s p e c t s , unt i l t h e y e a r 
1874 when , for the f i r s t t i m e , t h e i r l a b o r s w e r e c r o w n e d w i th c o m ­
p le t e s u c c e s s . 1° Good c r o p s of s o m e k i n d s had been r a i s e d b e f o r e , 
but t h i s t i m e a l l k inds of good qua l i t y g r a i n w e r e p r o d u c e d . The 
qual i ty of the w h e a t w a s e s p e c i a l l y good . 

1 7 Ano the r y e a r of m e d i o c r e c r o p s w a s 1877. By t h i s t i m e a 
n u m b e r of peop l e had b e c o m e d i s c o u r a g e d wi th l iv ing in s u c h a 
cold c o u n t r y , w h e r e p a r t i a l c r o p f a i l u r e w a s the r u l e and good c r o p s 
the excep t ion , and w h e r e t h e r e w e r e "n ine m o n t h s w i n t e r and t h r e e 
m o n t h s d a m l a t e in t h e fa l l , " a s one n a t i v e e x p r e s s e d i t . ° The 
w i n t e r s w e r e so cold tha t t h o s e wi th r h e u m a t i s m had a painful t i m e , 
so on S e p t e m b e r 9, 1877, a n u m b e r of s e t t l e r s left for a p l a c e w h e r e 
one migh t s ay t h e r e w e r e n ine m o n t h s s u m m e r and t h r e e m o n t h s of 
suffocat ion: they e s t a b l i s h e d the s e t t l e m e n t of M e s a , A r i z o n a . In 
1880, a f te r a m u c h w o r s e c r o p y e a r in B e a r L a k e Va l l ey , t h e y w e r e 
jo ined by a l a r g e hos t of B e a r L a k e p e o p l e . " A few of t h e s e l a t e r 
r e t u r n e d . 

T h e r e we . e t h r e e dead ly e n e m i e s of good c r o p s in B e a r L a k e - -
the s q u i r r e l s , the g r a s s h o p p e r s , and t h e f r o s t . If the f r o s t did no 
d a m a g e e i t h e r the g r a s s h o p p e r s o r c r i c k e t s , or both , did, o r v i c e 
v e r s a . R e p o r t s run a l l t h r o u g h the m i n u t e books of the L a t t e r - d a y 
Saint C h u r c h m e e t i n g s , showing the ef fec ts of t h e s e e n e m i e s . A 
s t a k e P r i e s t h o o d Mee t ing r e p o r t r e a d s : 2 " 

J u n e 16, 1877: G e o r g e t o w n - - B i s h o p H. A. L e w i s -
C r o p s look we l l , a g r e a t m a n y g r a s s h o p p e r s , beg in f ight ing 
t h e m nex t w e e k . P r e s t o n - - B i s h o p D a l r y m p l e - - C r o p s look 
w e l l . O v i d - - B i s h o p P . J e n s e n - - g r a s s h o p p e r s con t inue in 
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p l a c e s to d e s t r o y the g r a i n . P a r i s - - B i s h o p H o r n e - - N o 
p a r t i c u l a r d a m a g e f r o m g r a s s h o p p e r s . B l o o m i n g t o n - -
B i s h o p O s m o n d - - P e o p l e fighting g r a s s h o p p e r s . N o u n a n - -
B i s h o p S k i n n e r - - C r o p s look w e l l , good p r o s p e c t s ; no 
g r a s s h o p p e r s . E d e n - - B i s h o p N e l s o n - - C r o p s looking 
we l l ; no g r a s s h o p p e r s . 

J u l y 7, 1894, * G e o r g e t o w n - - B i s h o p H. A. L e w i s -
S q u i r r e l s doing m u c h d a m a g e to c r o p s . 

? 2 
N o v e m b e r 2, 1895, D i n g l e - - B i s h o p S. H u m p h e r y s 

r e p o r t e d the g r a i n c r o p only fifty p e r cen t . 

A l s o r e p o r t s of t h e s a m e k ind a r e found f r o m o t h e r s o u r c e s : 

Augus t 3, 1 8 6 5 : 2 V e r y l i t t l e whea t on accoun t of f r o s t s . 
23 D e c e m b e r 15, 1867: The s a i n t s in the B e a r L a k e Va l l ey 

a r e not s u c c e s s f u l in t h e i r h a r v e s t a s the g r a s s h o p p e r s did m u c h 
damage , but f o r t u n a t e l y the i n s e c t s lef t the va l l ey e a r l y , b e f o r e 
they had d e p o s i t e d t h e i r e g g s , for wh ich the s a i n t s w e r e e x t r e m -
ly thankful. 

J u l y 27, 1868: We thought o u r s e l v e s i s o l a t e d , no t 
only f r o m the w o r l d , but the r a v a g e s of t h o s e p e s t i f e r o u s 
c r i t t e r s [ g r a s s h o p p e r s ^ ] . About a w e e k ago , h o w e v e r , t hey 
m a d e t h e i r a p p e a r a n c e in t h e sou th end of the va l l ey , and 
d e s t r o y e d a l l the c r o p s at Round V a l l e y and Swan C r e e k . 
S ince then t h e y h a v e t a k e n up t h e l i n e of m a r c h n o r t h w a r d 
giving a l l the s e t t l e m e n t s a c a l l . T h e y a p p e a r to be we l l 
d i s c i p l i n e d , a r m e d and equ ipped for w a r . They t r a v e l in 
c o l u m n s of p l a t o o n s , and t h r o w out a f o r m i d a b l e body of 
s k i r m i s h e s a s t h e y n e a r a s e t t l e m e n t . On the a r r i v a l of 
t h e a d v a n c e of the r i g h t wing a t P a r i s , we p r o p o s e d to 
c o m p r o m i s e , and g ive t h e m one q u a r t e r in the half b u s h e l 
a f t e r h a r v e s t ; but i t w a s no s w a p . They a t t a c k e d our f ront , 
c e n t e r and r e a r a t t h e s a m e t i m e , and up to da t e have c a p ­
t u r e d about o n e - t h i r d of ou r g r a i n f o r c e s . Stone w a l l s , 
n e t t l e s , d i r t c o v e r e d h o u s e s , s t ink b u s h e s and b a c h e l o r s 
s e e m to be about the only th ing they hold s a c r e d . T h e r e 
w a s not r o o m for a l l to l ight on the g r o u n d , so one s w a r m 
of a few h u n d r e d m i l l i o n e a s e d t h e m s e l v e s gen t ly into B e a r 
L a k e , wh ich r e s u l t e d in an e x t e n s i v e g r a s s h o p p e r c a s u a l t y . 
T h e i r b o d i e s wi l l no t be r e c o v e r e d . 

25 Six w e e k s l a t e r the s a m e a u t h o r s en t in a n o t h e r r e p o r t on c r o p s : 
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Al though the " H o p p e r s " took about o n e - t h i r d of the 
g r a i n , and a k i l l ing f ros t d e s t r o y e d t w o - t h i r d s m o r e a 
w e e k ago, s t i l l the p r o s p e c t now is f a i r for a half c r o p . 
With a l l the d i s a d v a n t a g e s of the s e a s o n , I th ink t h e r e 
wi l l be m o r e g r a i n g r o w n in the v a l l e y t h i s y e a r than 
any p r e v i o u s s e a s o n . O a t s and b a r l e y a r e p a r t i c u l a r l y 
good. Our co rn c r o p i s noth ing to b r a g on, though 
s u p e r i o r to f o r m e r y e a r s . To give t h e r e a d e r an e x a c t 
idea of t h i s p r o d u c t in t h i s v a l l e y I wi l l i n s t a n c e a d i a logue 
b e t w e e n two s e t t l e r s . 

A: "How is y o u r c o r n c r o p t h i s y e a r M. B . S. ? " 
B: "Wel l , b e t t e r than I expec t ed , bu t i t ' s w e a r i n g on 

the b u m b l e b e e s . " 
A: " W e a r i n g on the b u m b l e b e e s ! I don ' t u n d e r s t a n d 

you. E x p l a i n y o u r s e l f . " 
B: "You see the b u m b l e b e e s have to w o r k t h e i r hind 

q u a r t e r s in to the g r o u n d up to the but t of t h e i r w i n g s 
to suck the honey out of the t a s s e l s . Tha t m a k e s i t 
k ind of w e a r i n g on t h e m , and I don ' t th ink they wi l l 
depend on t h i s c l i m a t e aga in for t h e i r s w e e t n e s s . " 

We s e e tha t the s e t t l e r s did p o s s e s s t ha t qua l i ty of c h a r a c t e r 
wh ich i s so n e c e s s a r y in t i m e of r e v e r s e s and d i s c o u r a g e m e n t - - a 
fine s e n s e of h u m o r . 

L . B . Hunt f r o m St. C h a r l e s , in w r i t i n g to the D e s e r e t N e w s , 
s t a t e d 2 " tha t t he g r a s s h o p p e r s w e r e " s e r i o u s l y t h r e a t e n i n g the c r o p s 
in t ha t l o c a l i t y but if they d e s t r o y the c r o p s th i s y e a r , it wi l l be no 
w o r s e than the f ros t had done o t h e r y e a r s . 

J u l y 9, 1 8 7 0 : 2 7 E l d e r C h a r l e s C. R i c h of R i c h County 
c a l l e d t h i s m o r n i n g . He left P a r i s on W e d n e s d a y m o r n i n g , 
and up to tha t t i m e t h e r e had been no l o c u s t s t h e r e ; but when 
he r e a c h e d Swan C r e e k , he m e t t h e m in full f o r c e . They had 
done s o m e d a m a g e on T u e s d a y n igh t a t s o m e of the s o u t h e r n 
s e t t l e m e n t s ; and if they a l i gh t ed , be ing e x t r e m e l y n u m e r o u s , 
t hey would be l i ke ly to m a k e c o n s i d e r a b l e h a v o c wi th the c r o p s . 

? 8 J u n e 28, 1871: G r a s s h o p p e r s have d e s t r o y e d a l m o s t 
a l l t h e c r o p s . 

A u g u s t 27, 1 8 7 6 . ° B r o t h e r J a c o b s gave s o m e good 
i n s t r u c t i o n s : c o m p a r e d o u r p r o s p e c t s a few d a y s ago in 
r e g a r d to ou r c r o p s , and today . Now they a r e b l igh t ed 
by f r o s t . . . . We should be on ou r g u a r d so tha t ou r 
p r o s p e c t s for s a l v a t i o n a r e not b l i gh t ed . . . . 
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There were th ree r easons , bes ides their rel igious loyalty, why, 
in the face of so many par t ia l crop fai lures the se t t l e r s were willing 
and able to stay in Bear Lake Valley. The grazing and hay facili t ies 
were so excellent that it made a ra ther cer ta in crop of good beef. 30 
But one must not think the re was no work attached to it, for the cattle 
had to be fed from three to six months of the year . The Saints had 
an excellent marke t for their fat s t ee r s in Montana, where mining 
was rapidly expanding. With the cash received from this source 
they could buy their flour deficit in Cache Valley and haul it over 

30 the mountains. It also furnished them with proceeds to buy many 
other badly needed goods. 

Good gardens were not hard to r a i s e although a few vegetables 
could not withstand the cold. Potatoes and c a r r o t s usually made 
very good c rops ; and as soon as proper s torage facili t ies were 
available, these added great ly to the winter fa re . 

At the Bear Lake and Rich Counties F a i r held the first week in 
October of 1882 p remiums were given for the following p r o d u c e ^ ! 

Tomatoes , vegetable mar row, pumpkins, ear ly rose 
potatoes , squash, peas , pickling cabbage, savory cabbage, 
pepper plants , cucumbers , r ad i shes , long pod beans, t u r ­
nips, corn, bee ts , ru tabagas , cauliflower, onions, c a r r o t s , 
s tr ing beans , g rapes , maiden blush apples , plums, white 
russ ian oats , wheat, English white c u r r a n t s , red c u r r a n t s , 
native black cu r r an t s ; also twenty var ie t i es of seeds . 

A third reason for a good livelihood was the acce lera t ion of 
industry and manufacturing that came through the impetus of the 
United Order . This will be handled in a separa te chapter . 

The se t t l e r s of the Bear Lake Valley showed to the world that 
crops could be ra i sed in al t i tudes above 6, 000 feet, according to 
H i r a m T. French , who mentioned that the country was perhaps the 
highest altitude that was cultivated successfully in the ent i re world. 
There may be some t ru th in the s ta tement but the given a r ea might 
have to be diminished. 

The P r o b l e m of T r e e s 
for Beauty, Fru i t , Shade, and Fuel 

One of the cardinal ru les of the La t t e r -day Saint Church in 
founding new set t lements was to beautify the environment with shade 
t r e e s , fruit t r e e s , and other foliage. T r e e s were also planted for 
windbreaks and future fuel u se . 
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Above:, One of the f i rs t t r e e s planted in Bear Lake. It 
was a cottonwood brought from the Bear River Valley eight 
mi les east of P a r i s . It was planted by James Collings on the 
proper ty of Thomas Sleight in 1865 and thr ived well until it 
was topped too short . The f i rs t year that it did not put forth 
green branches was 1948. Many such t r e e s were planted. 

Below: P ic tu re of a P a r i s garden (1948). Most vegetables 
seem to thrive well in spite of the high alt i tude. 
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When the se t t l e r s came into the Bear Lake Valley, there were 
plenty of t r e e s in the mountains, but none on the valley floor, except 
in the Bear River Valley. As soon as prac t ica l with thei r l abors , 
they began to set out t r e e s . The f irst apple t r e e s were planted by 
William Hulme of Bloomington, who ca r r i ed them on his back on 
snowshoes over the mountains from Cache Valley in the winter and 
spring of 1865.^4 Mr . F rench stated;35 "The shade and fruit 
t r e e s f i rs t planted, refused to grow. " This was probably t rue of 
the imported t r e e s , but many people got cottonwoods from Bear River 
Valley to be used for shade t r e e s . By 1872 Bishop Will iam Budge had 
planted fruit t r e e s which were growing well . " Success had also 
been attained at St. Char les . Bishop Budge even had hopes that 
peaches would somet ime prove to be successful . 36 

In conference in 1884 P res iden t Hart advocated setting out more 
shade t r e e s and thought the se t t lements should plant m o r e than they 
had done the year before. He recommended the t r e e called "Balm of 
Gilead" and said there were also other hardy t r e e s that would do. 37 
It had a l ready been proven that these t r e e s were accl imated to Bear 
Lake weather . The leading men and bishops of each community were 
told to encourage such activity. They were to remind the people occas­
ionally in meet ings . Not even the building of fine houses would "add 
more to the beauty of our towns and vi l lages . "37 

The l eade r s continuously urged the planting of more t r e e s . In 
conference of 1888 Pres iden t Budge said: "We are building good 
houses and other improvements a re being made, but v i s i to r s say 
'where a r e the t r e e s ? '"38 At conference in 1890 Apostle M a r r i n e r 
W„ Mer r i l l , in re fe r r ing to t r e e s , told the people to "keep planting 
until you get enough. "39 Still the l eade r s urged the people on. In 
1894 the message was to plant t r e e s - - f r u i t t r e e s and shade t r e e s . 
"The re is nothing to hinder us from planting out thousands. " 4 U By 
the following year the people were worthy of a compliment . "There 
seems to be a g rea t deal of p r o g r e s s in the direct ion of beautifying 
our town . . . . ^1 Not only did the stake author i t ies talk about t r e e s 
but it c a r r i e d over into small group meet ings , where action takes 
place. In 1897 2, 000 new shade t r e e s were set out in the var ious 
communi t ies . "*3 T r e e s were even accepted as tithing, the donor 
planting them in the meeting house lot. 

It is not to be wondered why v i s i to r s in the valley would readi ly 
notice the abundance of t r e e s or that those entering La t t e r -day Saint 
se t t lements could readi ly dist inguish them from other se t t l ements . 
Mr . Thomas Donaldson in his book Idaho of Yes terday stated that it 
seemed to be an "ar t ic le of Mormon faith" that demanded the planting 
of t r e e s . He r emarked that the f i rs t few yea r s after "Genti le" towns 
were founded they seemed to be environments of squalor and filth. -* 
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The outskir ts of the town a re indicated by heaps of 
refuse, giving the impress ion that the town isn ' t a town 
but an abode of c a m p e r s . When the Mormons located 
they planted t r e e s , not solely for beauty and shade but 
also for windbrakes and future fuel use . 

Communication and Travel 

Roads. The f i rs t yea r s in the valley found the se t t l e r s in a 
semi- i so la ted condition. The only way to t rave l or rece ive any 
communication from the outside world was by foot in the winter , 
with ho r ses or ox team in the summer and the going ei ther way was 
rough. In the winter there was plenty of snow, but even if one could 
go by team the roads were t e r r i b l e . The f irst road into the valley 
was made from Frankl in to the north, then up Cub River and down 
into the valley through Emigrat ion Canyon, east of the present si te 
of P res ton , Idaho, from the northwest s ide. Because of the s t eep­
ness of the dugway up the Frankl in side of the mountains, it was 
hardly the best . As ear ly as October of 1863 Char les C. Rich with 
a posse of men came through Huntsville from Ogden, over an Indian 
t ra i l , hunting a bet ter route . 

In the spring of 1864 the new colonists came in by way of Soda 
Springs, 4 ' about forty mi les nor th northwest of P a r i s . This meant 
t ravel ing about seventy-five mi les fur ther . F r o m Soda Springs the 
people could follow the Oregon Tra i l to Bennington. But this route 
made the t r ip more than twice as far from Cache Valley to P a r i s . 
It necess i ta ted going from south of the Bear Lake Valley to the nor th 
of it and then travel ing again for about forty mi les to P a r i s . One 
wr i t e r has left a r a the r in teres t ing account of taking this round­
about road into the valley, after finding that the Huntsville road was 
blocked by sl ides: ° 

Having just made the t r ip from Salt Lake City to Bear 
Lake Valley, I consider myself posted in r ega rd to the 
manner of reaching this point; and, for the benefit and 
guidance of future p i lg r ims bound for this locali ty, I will 
give a l i t t le h i s tory of the t r ip and how it can be performed 
on the most round-about route . 

The dis tance from Salt Lake City to P a r i s , Rich County, 
on the Huntsville road, is about 125 mi l e s , this valley lying 
a l i t t le east of north from your city. 

Travel nor th about thir ty-f ive mi les to the mouth of 
Weber Canyon, where you can purchase , for one dollar, 
a t icket signed "J . C. Lit t le , " which t icket, with the 
a s s i s t ance of a good team, strong wagon and sound con-
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stitution, -will take you through Weber Canyon. A grea t 
amount of work has been done on this road, and were it 
not for a few hundred thousand full grown boulders that 
still adorn the t rack, you might feel some reve rence for 
your ticket, notwithstanding the loss of your greenback. 

The las t eight mi les has been in an eas te r ly d i r e c ­
tion. At Mountain Green set t lement the road be a r s north 
east seven mi les over a low chain of hills that divide 
Weber and Ogden Valleys. I passed over snowdrifts and 
in fording the south t r ibu ta ry of Ogden River found it 
high, even to run over the wagon box. 

At Huntsville, sixty mi les distant from the southern 
set t lement in Bear Lake the road to Rich county was 
repor ted to be impassable for t e ams , in consequence of 
snow and a land slide up the Canyon that had slid a portion 
of the road into the r ive r , completely darning [sic] it up; 
and some enterpr is ing individuals had taken advantage of 
this freak of na ture , and were erect ing a saw mill at the 
dam. Not being able to make the t r ip on this route, the 
only a l ternat ive is to s t r ike west twelve mi les , down 
Ogden Canyon, at the mouth of which a k ind-hear ted man 
charges you only a dollar and half for the damages . 

The road down this Canyon has not been fixed this 
spring, and was pret ty rough, though, general ly , it is 
in splendid condition. The gatekeeper says the scenery 
in the canyon is worth the pr ice of t rave l , and from his 
honest looks I would not judge him capable of m i s r e p r e ­
sentation. 

Now you a r e on the road to Bear Lake by way of Soda 
Springs, which is far n e a r e r than the proposed road via 
Alaska. Continue nor th four mi les to Bear River br idge, 
and if you a r e not acquainted with this locality it will 
make l i t t le odds, as you will be tolled when you get the re . 
Now, turn nor theas t over another range of hi l ls , into 
Cache Valley on the west side; go eight or nine mi l e s , and 
when your team m i r e s down calculate that the town of 
Charlestown is near by. About nine mi les further will 
be found the town of Weston, ten m o r e , P a c k e r ' s F e r r y 
a c r o s s Bear River; and two beyond, the scene of Conner ' s 
batt le with the i l l-fated Bear Hunter and his scallawag band 
of Northern b r a v e s . The bleached skeletons of s co re s of 
noble red men sti l l ornament the ground, and one can a l ­
most imagine he feels the influence of the departed still 
hanging around the battle field. I am so r ry to say that 
P o - c o - t e l l - o and his smal l "gang" were not identified in 
this conflict. 
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F r o m th is poin t to Soda S p r i n g s i s about s e v e n t y 
m i l e s n o r t h e a s t , t he f i r s t t h i r t y m i l e s t h r o u g h h i l l s 
and m o u n t a i n s and the b a l a n c e of the way t h r o u g h what 
i s v e r y a p p r o p r i a t e l y n a m e d Volcano Va l l ey . 

Connor City, at Soda S p r i n g s , l a id out for the 
s e t t l e m e n t of the M o r r i s i t e s , i s not so e x t e n s i v e and 
popu lous a s St. L o u i s , the i n h a b i t a n t s a r e n u m b e r i n g 
about a dozen e x c l u s i v e t r a p p e r s , I nd i ans , and t r a d e r s . 
The G o v e r n m e n t b a r r a c k s i s in a bad ly d e m o l i s h e d 
condi t ion . L ike the poor Ind ians it i s s lowly p a s s i n g 
away . W h e t h e r for f i rewood, o r for bui ld ing p u r p o s e s 
I a m not p r e p a r e d to say , but the fact i s a p p a r e n t tha t 
it i s on the e v a p o r a t e . Half a m i l e on, is found qui te 
an e x t e n s i v e d i s t i l l e r y , the doo r of w h i c h i s l ocked by 
o r d e r s of s o m e i n t e r n a l r e v e n u e of f icer in B o i s e C i ty . 

You now t u r n south , and t r a v e l 125 m i l e s , [an 
e x a g g e r a t i o n ] up the B e a r R i v e r to Benning ton , the 
n o r t h e r n s e t t l e m e n t in B e a r L a k e , a c r o s s B e a r R i v e r 
on a "wooden f e r r y " and ge t to P a r i s by going fif teen 
m i l e s sou th w e s t e r l y . 

T h e r e is a good b r i d g e a c r o s s B e a r R i v e r , five m i l e s 
above the f e r r y , but the w a t e r on e a c h s ide of it at t h i s 
t i m e of the y e a r p r e v e n t s any th ing c r o s s i n g it e x c e p t ducks 
and g e e s e . 

In t h e i r e f for t s to find a b e t t e r way to con t ac t C h u r c h h e a d ­
q u a r t e r s and o t h e r s e t t l e m e n t s , the B e a r L a k e Sa in t s bu i l t a r o a d 
f r o m Meadowvi l l e in the south to H u n t s v i l l e in Ogden V a l l e y . T h e y 
wen t by way of B l a c k s m i t h ' s F o r k . ' The m e n had t w e n t y - t h r e e 
w a g o n s wi th t h e i r t e a m s , and it took t h i r t y days to m a k e the r o a d 
t h r o u g h . **9 They fol lowed the old Indian t r a i l tha t the h o r s e m e n c a m e 
o v e r in O c t o b e r of 1864. One could p e r h a p s say tha t the kind of 
r o a d they m a d e w a s not m u c h m o r e than the widening of the t r a i l . 
T h i s r o a d w a s u s e d qui te f r e q u e n t l y for m a n y y e a r s ; but due to 
s l i d e s c a u s e d by h e a v y snows , it w a s l ocked for the y e a r of 1868. 

F i n d i n g t h i s s h o r t e r r o u t e i m p a i r e d , the B e a r L a k e p e o p l e nex t 
t u r n e d to t h e Logan Canyon for a so lu t ion . T h i s r o a d w a s bu i l t in 
c o o p e r a t i o n w i th the c i t i z e n s f r o m C a c h e Va l l ey . -> B i s h o p P e t e r 
Maughan , the p r e s i d i n g B i s h o p of C a c h e Va l l ey , w a s in c h a r g e of 
t h e i r p o r t i o n of the r o a d . At one t i m e they had a s high a s two h u n ­
d r e d and s e v e n t y m e n w o r k i n g . The C a c h e V a l l e y p e o p l e bu i l t up to 
R i c k s ' Sp r ing and the B e a r L a k e w o r k e r s m e t t h e m t h e r e . T h e y m e t 
on a Sunday m o r n i n g at the s p r i n g w h e r e the two g r o u p s he ld a jo in t 
m e e t i n g . J U 

S h o r t l y b e f o r e c o m p l e t i o n of the r o a d a w r i t e r ca l l i ng h i m s e l f 



"Monster io" stated: "It will only be a comfortable day 's dr ive , 
about forty mi les from Logan to St. Char les , Rich County. " ^ 
This road appears to have come down some way direct ly to St. 
Char les without going through Garden City. It evidently wasn ' t 
the most sat isfactory on the Bear Lake side, as eleven y e a r s la ter 
(1880) the Bear Lake people worked a road through from Garden 
City to Logan. ->*• But the year before this the priesthood voted to 
build a good road di rect ly from P a r i s to Frankl in so that they 
could haul thei r grain out the shor tes t poss ible way. A na r row 
and difficult road was built, south of the Emigrat ion road and much 

53 shor te r , but too steep and difficult for populari ty in grain hauling. 
Until the government survey came through, the whole valley received 
some appropriat ions from the Utah leg is la ture to build roads . 

By the end of the f irs t seven yea r s the se t t l e r s had four roads 
by which they could t rave l to Utah, although none of them were very 
good. There was the longest road going nor th via Soda Springs; 
through Emigrat ion Canyon to Franklin; the Logan Canyon road (the 
mos t t raveled at p resen t , 1963); and the Huntsville Road, going into 
Ogden, miss ing Cache Valley completely. A few yea r s la te r came 
the shor tes t and most difficult road, the one di rect ly over the moun­
tain from P a r i s to Frankl in . 

Not only was getting out of the valley a problem, but the roads 
between se t t lements required much labor per capita to construct 
and maintain. The country was just the type to get very muddy when 
it ra ined. Every able-bodied citizen was expected to do his share 
toward keeping and making roads. After creat ion of Bear Lake 
County, th ree road supe rv i so r s were appointed and each man, sub­
ject to tax, ei ther donated cash of $4.00 or two days ' labor on the 
roads each yea r . ->" But this turned out to be inadequate so the 
L . D . S . Church officers called on the people to donate more means 
and labor for road improvements . •3' 

The heavy snows and high spring wa te r s made the road job a 
most difficult one; especial ly so was the c ross ing of the valley from 
west to east , or vice v e r s a . One wr i t e r calling himself "Yuba Dam" 
has left a vivid and humorous descr ipt ion of the job of t ravel ing 
from P a r i s to Montpelier, a dis tance of ten mi l e s . 

. . . I felt as though trouble was something of the past 
and had just commenced to enjoy my r ide , when I 
noticed my dr iver was making for what seemed to me 
to be a lake six or eight mi le s wide; on asking for the 
name of the lake imagine my su rp r i s e and ho r ro r to 
find that this was the overflow from the sloughs and 
r i v e r s which we must drive through in o rder to r each 
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our destination. Pointing to a black spec [sic] far out 
in the water , my dr iver informed me that it was the 
br idge over Ovid creek and if he could reach it in safety 
he thought the water was lower on the other side; so with 
the water running over the dashboard and with our feet 
on a level with our heads we made for the br idge, which 
had the appearance of being the gable end of a house float­
ing in the water . After considerable t rouble we reached 
the br idge in safety, and left it in sor row, for in making 
the descent our ho r se went out of sight, while the single 
t r ee broke and the next instant found my companion in 
water up to his a r m s holding on to the horse with no small 
amount of fright. After the horse became quiet I fished 
up the shafts and with a smal l rope the dr iver bound up the 
break and once more we went floating along. On reaching 
the home s t re tch I caught sight of another object, which 
seemed to be a l a rge fe r ry boat, and was given to unders tand 
that "That was Bear River br idge, and if we could only find 
some way of telling where the banks of the r i v e r were we 
would reach it, o therwise , " says my friend, "Hell will be 
to pay, " I thought so too and ass i s ted him with my faith and 
p r a y e r s that he might m i s s the r iver and s t r ike the br idge. 
The p raye r took and the bridge was reached in safety, where 
we took stock of the outfit and found everything in bet ter con­
dition than expected. Only 300 yards m o r e of water lay between 
us and dry ground, but deeper than any we had yet passed 
through. After we had passed over two- th i rds of this , and 
as I was on the point of complimenting myself on not getting 
wet, the tug broke at a point where the water ran over the 
h o r s e ' s back, the dr iver shouted that the ho r se was drowning 
and told me to jump, which I did, lighting on my side. I 
s truggled to my feet, finding myself in water jus t up to my 
neck. Of course in l e s s t ime than it takes to tell it we had 
cut the horse loose and got his head above water , after which 
we waded and finally got ho r se , buggy and ourse lves to shore 
just as the shades of da rkness began to cover things up. H a r ­
ness mending was then the o rde r of the evening. Then with 
chattering teeth and a buggy full of water we made the bes t 
t ime on record to " Jones ' Hotel" where we o rde red dry cloths 
[sic] and a room with a furnace in it . . . . The best way to 
get from P a r i s to Montpelier is via Evanston and Granger . 
The b re th ren think the roads will be passable by the f irs t of 
January , 1886, if they have an ear ly f reeze; o therwise the 
next t ime I have occasion to t ravel this road I won't t r ave l it . 

Travel was maintained and done under trying conditions in those ea r ly 
yea r s of Bear Lake History. 
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Mail. All people who a r e not antisocial like to be in contact 
with their fellowmen. The Bear Lake se t t l e r s were no exception 
They wanted news from their loved ones in the other val leys, in 
other s ta tes , and in foreign count r ies - -news of the p r o g r e s s of 
the La t t e r -day Saint Church and news of the country in o rder to 
satisfy their longing for news. 

Bear Lake Valley posed a major problem for mai l s e rv ice . 
There appear to be a number of conflicts as to who real ly began 
this se rv ice for the people. In the opinion of the wr i t e r , this is 
due to the fact that anyone leaving the valley for supplies would 
bring back with him all of the available mail , so that in real i ty 
t h e r e were many people who par t ic ipated in ea r ly mai l s e rv ice . 
Joseph C. Rich cla ims to have ca r r i ed the f irs t mai l on snowshoes 
from Frankl in to P a r i s , He also takes credi t for being the f irs t 
to bring mai l in via Gentile Valley ° (This is via Soda Springs). 

Communication with the world was re la t ively easy in summer, 
because of the t ravel back and forthbetween Cache Valley and Bear 
Lake; and also because of the t ravel by the southern t r a i l to Evan­
ston, Wyoming, after the ra i l road had been instal led the re . ^ ' But 
with the coming of winter , the snowbound valley crea ted a different 
situation. Joseph C. Rich s ta tes :^° <<i ca r r i ed the f irs t United 
States mail from Cache Valley to P a r i s via Gentile Valley and was 
seven days making the t r ip in the dead of winter cutting the ice and 
swimming Bear River near the p resen t county br idge west of 
Montpelier, the ice being too thin to bear up the pack an imals . " 

The f i rs t winter mail that came with any regular i ty at all was 
ca r r i ed on snowshoes between Frankl in and P a r i s , during the win­
te r of 1864-1865. ° This was somet imes done by Bud Thomas of 
Frankl in , bringing the incoming mail to the top of the mountain 
where he met Joseph C. Rich" 1 bringing the Bear Lake outgoing 
mai l . Others from Frankl in who performed this se rv ice were a 
Mr . Woodward and Mr. Buckley. "* Edward Pa t t e r son of Bloom­
ington was another ear ly mai l c a r r i e r . During the winter of 1866-
67, he made th i r teen t r ips from Frankl in on snowshoes. " 2 " L e t t e r s 
were ca r r i ed at the ra te of one dollar each. " " 2 

Uncle Sam probably stepped into the pic ture with his help in 
about December of 1867. "3 it appears that Samuel Humpherys and 
J a m e s Ceilings may have been the f i rs t official mai l c a r r i e r s for 
the government . They would leave P a r i s about 5:00 a .m. and 
somet imes a r r i v e in Frankl in County about 5:00 p . m . , taking ap­
proximate ly twelve hours for the t r i p . Often they would have a 
good night 's r e s t before s tar t ing back the next day. When they didn't 
have too l a rge a load of mai l they would occasional ly bring back a 
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s a c k of f lour o r s o m e whea t , pul l ing it on a hand s l e d . 

Coming f r o m F r a n k l i n in D e c e m b e r of 1867, S a m u e l ( H u m p h e r y s ) 
had h is b r o t h e r John wi th h i m . E a c h w a s pul l ing a s a c k of whea t 
on a s l ed . Whi le c r o s s i n g the m o u n t a i n s they r a n into t r o u b l e f r o m 
s n o w s t o r m s . T h i s not only d e l a y e d t h e m c o n s i d e r a b l y but a l s o 
c a u s e d John to b e c o m e i l l f r o m o v e r e x p o s u r e . He w a s c o m p e l l e d 
to p r o c e e d a s b e s t he could, h o w e v e r , in o r d e r to avoid be ing 
f rozen to dea th . F i n a l l y he gave up and told S a m u e l to go on w i t h ­
out h i m . But S a m u e l r e f u s e d to l e a v e h i m . He bound John on top 
of the two s a c k s of whea t and p r o c e e d e d , pul l ing the load a s b e s t 
he could . Unde r such a b u r d e n the t r i p took t h r e e days but J o h n ' s 
life w a s s aved . 

A p p a r e n t l y for a s h o r t t i m e the m a i l w a s b r o u g h t in o v e r the 
H u n t s v i l l e r o u t e , but it fa i led to a r r i v e in any r e g u l a r o r s a t i s ­
f a c t o r y m a n n e r . " In the fall of 1868 the P o s t Office D e p a r t m e n t 
a w a r d e d a m a i l c o n t r a c t to C h a r l e s C. R i c h for one y e a r , and m a i l 
w a s r e s u m e d b e t w e e n C a c h e County and B e a r L a k e . Th i s w a s a 
r e g u l a r w e e k l y m a i l s e r v i c e . T h o m a s Rich , son of C h a r l e s C. R ich , 
c a r r i e d the m a i l . " " On one t r i p into t h e va l l ey , a M r . L e v a n t h a l 
f r o m Sal t Lake a c c o m p a n i e d h i m . T h e y t r a v e l e d t h i r t y m i l e s 
a c r o s s the m o u n t a i n s o v e r an Indian t r a i l and e n c o u n t e r e d four to 
s ix feet of snow on the j o u r n e y . He s t a t e d to the D e s e r e t N e w s , 
a f te r h i s a r r i v a l in Sal t L a k e aga in , that g r e a t c r e d i t w a s due to 
T h o m a s R i c h for h i s e n t e r p r i s e and d a r i n g : 

To u n d e r t a k e such a j o u r n e y , r e g u l a r l y at t h i s t i m e 
of t h e y e a r , when i t canno t be done wi thout r i s k i n g l i fe , 
for the s a k e of c a r r y i n g l e t t e r s and p a p e r s to and f r o m 
the p e o p l e of B e a r L a k e , i s s u r p r i s i n g , and i s w o r t h far 
m o r e in d o l l a r s and c e n t s than i s pa id for i t . 

F o r a t i m e J a m e s A. W e l k e r of B l o o m i n g t o n b r o u g h t in the 
m a i l w i th eff icient r e g u l a r i t y . On one o c c a s i o n he took a f r i end 
wi th h i m . When they r e a c h e d the top of the m o u n t a i n s the f o r c e of 
the wind w a s so g r e a t tha t they sa t down on the s h e l t e r e d s ide to 
w a i t : 6 7 

While wa i t ing , a snow s l ide b r o k e at t h e i r feet and 
c l e a r e d t h e m o u n t a i n be low t h e m , l eav ing t r e e s t u m p s , 
r o c k s and g r a v e l e x p o s e d . The nex t m o r n i n g fifty feet 
of snow w a s p i l ed a t t he b o t t o m of the m o u n t a i n s . 
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Top: This is the mountain range over which the mai l man 
ca r r i ed mai l on snowshoes from Frankl in , Idaho, to P a r i s , 
Idaho. Bloomington Lake is just a short distance over the r i m 
of the mountain. The route followed an old Indian t r a i l . 

Middle: This m a r k e r is located about fifteen miles nor th­
east of Frankl in , Idaho, just below the mountain range shown 
above. It commemora te s the line of the Desere t Telegraph as 
well as the Pioneer Mail Route. 

Bottom: This spring is near the m a r k e r . It r ep re sen t s 
the approximate half-way mark between Frankl in and P a r i s . 
The men who ca r r i ed the mai l used to look forward to a r e ­
freshing drink at this spring. 
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The importance of the mail to the people in the valley is i l lus­
t ra ted in the le t ter of Edmund Elvy from Bennington to the Desere t 
News: "We now have a weekly mai l which is a b less ing that those 
only who have been without it for two or th ree ye a r s can fully ap ­
prec ia te . " 6 8 

But mai l service did not always continue with this regular i ty . 
In 1872 Bishop William Budge in writ ing a l e t t e r to the Dese re t 
News stated: 

One of our g rea te s t drawbacks has been the lack of 
mai l faci l i t ies , which, though the government is willing 
we should have and no doubt pays for according to con­
t r a c t s , have not for a long t ime been afforded us . 

Various t e rmina l points were t r ied . P a r t of the t ime the mai l 
for Bear Lake -was picked up at Evanston, Wyoming, coming by 
t ra in to that point. Evanston was eighty mi les southwest of P a r i s . 
The Evanston route seems to have given the bet ter se rv ice , for in 
1882 the "b re th ren" in Stake Pr ies thood Meeting appointed J. U. 
Stucki, W. L. Rich, and Henry Marget t s a commit tee to look after 
the mail m a t t e r s , devising a method of p rompter connection and 
del ivery. They were then to draft a petition asking the Pos t Office 
Depar tment to pe rmi t whichever se rv ice the petition suggested 
would be best . '1 After studying the mat te r they decided that m o r e 
efficient se rv ice would be rendered if Evanston were the t e rmina l 
point for the valley mai l . They "had a r ranged the schedule s imi la r 
to when it was ca r r i ed by Brother Hors ley . " 7 2 This route appears 
to have proven to be the bes t method for se rv ice to the outlying 
se t t l ements . '3 

Soda Springs was also used as the mai l t e rmina l at one t ime . 
John Cozzens would pick up the mai l t he re and go as far south as 
Laketown with it. In the winter he had a half-way station between 
Georgetown and Soda Springs, where he could r e s t his h o r s e s both 
going and coming from the t e rmina l . The completion of the Oregon 
Short Line Rai l road in 1884 solved the problem of getting the mai l 
into the valley, leaving the local people only the job of getting it 
sca t te red to its many points of dest ination. 

But the mai l men had no monopoly at t ravel ing on snowshoes. 
At leas t two women made the journey over the mountain via this 
method. Mary Ann Rich came over with her two b ro the r s , Joseph 
and John, in 1867. '^ Only Mary didn't wear snowshoes. The two 
boys wore them while she walked on the crus t , somet imes breaking 
through. They s tar ted at daybreak and a r r ived about four o'clock 
in the afternoon. 
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In 1869 D e s e r e t Collings, a g i r l of s e v e n t e e n , w a s a t t end ing 
school in Hyde P a r k , Utah . She b e c a m e h o m e s i c k . H e r b r o t h e r 
J a m e s w a s c a r r y i n g m a i l so she c a m e o v e r wi th h i m . ' " They did 
not r e a c h the foot of the m o u n t a i n unt i l a f te r d a r k but t h e r e w a s a 
full moon and a c l e a r sky. By the t i m e they r e a c h e d the top D e s e r e t 
w a s t i r e d . As t h e r e w a s a log cab in "bu i l t to r e s t in a f t e r t h e c l i m b 
up e i t h e r s ide of the m o u n t a i n " they s topped t h e r e , bui l t a f i r e , a t e 
lunch , and r e s t e d . Up to t h i s t i m e , b e c a u s e of the i ce and snow, 
t h e y had been unab le to u s e t h e i r s n o w s h o e s , but now t h e y both put 
t h e m on and d e s c e n d e d into B l o o m i n g t o n . ' 

T e l e g r a p h and T e l e p h o n e . With the coming of t e l e g r a p h i c c o m ­
m u n i c a t i o n s the L a t t e r - d a y Saint C h u r c h b e g a n bui ld ing i t s own l ine 
and s y s t e m . C h u r c h l e a d e r s hoped even tua l l y to r e a c h the m a j o r 
p o r t i o n of t h e i r c o l o n i e s . As e a r l y a s 1866 E l d e r Wi l fo rd Woodruff 
w r o t e : ' ' 

We a r e in c o n s t a n t c o m m u n i c a t i o n by e l e c t r i c t e l e ­
g r a p h t h r o u g h al l t he s e t t l e m e n t s in C a c h e Va l l ey , and 
sha l l be in a few days wi th B e a r L a k e and St. G e o r g e . 

It w a s a l m o s t five y e a r s l a t e r , h o w e v e r , t ha t t h e l i n e to B e a r L a k e 
w a s c o m p l e t e d , for the p r o j e c t m e t wi th a m i s h a p : a f i r e d e s t r o y e d 
s e v e r a l m i l e s of po les . 78 

The D e s e r e t T e l e g r a p h C o m p a n y bu i l t i t s l i ne to B e a r L a k e f r o m 
the point of the old Indian t r a i l on the F r a n k l i n s ide of the m o u n t a i n . 
F r o m F r a n k l i n it ex tended n o r t h e a s t , c o m i n g into B e a r L a k e Va l l ey 
t h r o u g h wha t i s known a s the B l o o m i n g t o n Canyon, a l m o s t d i r e c t l y 
w e s t of B l o o m i n g t o n . The l ine then fol lowed " T e l e g r a p h Hol low" for 
t h r e e and o n e - h a l f m i l e s in to P a r i s . The l ine w a s f ina l ly c o m p l e t e d 
in N o v e m b e r 6, 1871 . The nex t day C h a r l e s C. R i c h sen t the fo l low­
ing m e s s a g e : ' ° 

P a r i s , R i c h County 
N o v e m b e r 7 

P r e s i d e n t B r i g h a m Young: 

The D e s e r e t T e l e g r a p h C o m p a n y r e a c h e d t h i s 
p l a c e y e s t e r d a y , at 4:00 P . M. b r i n g i n g the p e o p l e 
of B e a r L a k e Va l l ey in to i n s t a n t c o m m u n i c a t i o n wi th 
the w o r l d of m a n k i n d . In v iew of our i s o l a t e d s i t u a t i o n 
no peop l e in the m o u n t a i n s can b e t t e r a p p r e c i a t e t e l e ­
g r a p h i c c o m m u n i c a t i o n . We h e a r t i l y c o n g r a t u l a t e you 
on t h e e x t e n s i o n of the l ine and thank you for y o u r l a b o r s 
in ou r behalf . May you l ive long, not only to ex tend the 
p r i n c i p l e s of t r u t h t h r o u g h o u t the e n t i r e w o r l d , and o v e r ­
c o m e a l l y o u r e n e m i e s . 

C h a r l e s C. R i c h . 
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Two d a y s l a t e r a t e l e g r a m w a s s e n t to the Sal t L a k e H e r a l d , "0 a 
m i d d l e - o f - t h e - r o a d p a p e r b e t w e e n the L a t t e r - d a y Sain t C h u r c h o r g a n , 
the D e s e r e t N e w s , and the b i t t e r a n t i - " M o r m o n " p a p e r , the Sal t L a k e 
T r i b u n e : 

P a r i s , R i c h County 
N o v e m b e r 9 

E d i t o r s H e r a l d : 
The D e s e r e t T e l e g r a p h be ing c o m p l e t e d to t h i s p l a c e 

t h e r e i s g r e a t r e j o i c i n g a m o n g the B e a r L a k e r s . Cont inue 
w a r m i n g up the " c r u s a d e r i n g " and a h u n d r e d t h o u s a n d 
" M o r m o n s " and a l l h o n e s t o u t s i d e r s wi l l back you. Snow-
s h o e s , o x - e x p r e s s , e t c . wi l l be s c a r c e r f r o m t h i s s e c t i o n 
h e r e a f t e r . 

W i l l i a m Budge 
J o s e p h C. R i c h 

J o s e p h C. R i c h w a s the f i r s t t e l e g r a p h o p e r a t o r and t e a c h e r of t e l e ­
g r a p h y . He s t a r t e d t e a c h i n g a g r o u p of g i r l s but only two of t h e m f in i shed 
the c o u r s e , Zu la P o m e r o y (Kimbal l ) who l e a r n e d f a s t e r t han a l l of t h e 
o t h e r s and Nancy R i c h ( P u g m i r e ) . L a t e r Zula and Nancy took t u r n s a s 
o p e r a t o r s un t i l Nancy w a s m a r r i e d . Zula con t inued to o p e r a t e the t e l e ­
g r a p h un t i l she left for M e s a , A r i z o n a , in 1877, at wh ich t i m e J u l i a Budge, 
who had gone to Logan to l e a r n the a r t of t e l e g r a p h y , took o v e r the off ice . 
B e f o r e long , Ann ie Budge l e a r n e d to he lp h e r . After J u l i a w a s m a r r i e d , 
O l ive r H. Budge he lped Ann ie . 

With the coming of the r a i l r o a d , c a m e a l s o the Union P a c i f i c T e l e g r a p h 
s y s t e m . A t r a v e l e r ca l l ing h i m s e l f " T r a m p " c a m e t h r o u g h B e a r L a k e in 
1883, w r i t i n g about the v a l l e y . He h a s t h e following to say about the t e l e ­
g r a p h : " 

H e r e i s a t e l e g r a p h tha t h a s been r u n for y e a r s by the 
D e s e r e t T e l e g r a p h C o m p a n y , and h e r e we have one of t h o s e 
u n a c c o u n t a b l e m y s t e r i e s b e f o r e u s , t ha t we m e e t now and 
then . You can go to the t e l e p h o n e , pay t w e n t y - f i v e c e n t s 
for s end ing a m e s s a g e o v e r the w i r e to M o n t p e l i e r and 
t h e n c e by t e l e g r a p h to Sal t L a k e Ci ty and ge t it t h r o u g h 
t w e n t y - f i v e c e n t s l e s s than send ing it d i r e c t f r o m P a r i s to 
Sal t L a k e Ci ty . 

T h e f i r s t t e l e p h o n e s y s t e m w a s i n s t a l l e d in the v a l l e y abou t 1882. T h e 
f i r s t l i ne b e t w e e n towns w a s b e t w e e n P a r i s and M o n t p e l i e r . Al though a com­
pany had b e e n f o r m e d i t a p p e a r s t ha t H. S. Woo l l ey w a s the p r i n c i p a l m a n 
who bu i l t the f i r s t t e l e p h o n e l i n e s . °3 D u r i n g 1884 the s e t t l e r s he ld m e e t ­
ings and took m e a s u r e s to ex tend t e l e p h o n i c c o m m u n i c a t i o n s b e t w e e n a l l 
the s e t t l e m e n t s . "4 



-86 -

In Stake P r i e s t h o o d Mee t ing in 1885 i t w a s announced tha t l i n e s 
had been ex tended a s far sou th a s St. C h a r l e s . A new and l o n g e r 
c o m p a n y had been f o r m e d , buying out the old one . All the " b r e t h r e n " 
w e r e u r g e d to buy s h a r e s and a s s i s t the c o m p a n y so tha t t e l ephone 
s e r v i c e m i g h t be r e n d e r e d to a l l the s e t t l e m e n t s . B r ing ing th i s 
c o n v e n i e n c e to al l w a s c o m p l e t e d in the v a l l e y t h r o u g h c o m m u n i t y 
c o o p e r a t i o n . 

The Coming of the R a i l r o a d . When B r i g h a m Young and h i s 
p a r t y f i r s t v i s i t ed B e a r L a k e Va l l ey in 1864, they went south a long 
the w e s t s h o r e of the l a k e to a p p r o x i m a t e l y the m i d d l e point b e t w e e n 
n o r t h and sou th . B r i g h a m Young looked the p l a c e o v e r and n a m e d 
it F i s h Haven . He sa id it would be a haven for the s e t t l e r s , and 
the l a k e would fu rn i sh p len ty of f i sh for food. When he looked a c r o s s 
the l a k e , point ing e a s t and to the n o r t h , he sa id tha t the people would 
l ive to s ee a r a i l r o a d tha t would c r o s s the con t inen t and e n t e r the 
v a l l e y t h r o u g h the opening in the m o u n t a i n s . ( T h i s i s the opening 
w h e r e the B e a r R i v e r e n t e r s the v a l l e y . ) The r a i l r o a d would go 
t h r o u g h the va l l ey and cont inue on to the n o r t h w e s t . 

M r . W i l l i a m D a v i s , a n o n - " M o r m o n , " had jo ined B r i g h a m Young ' s 
c o m p a n y in F r a n k l i n a s a d r i v e r . He w a s s i t t ing a s h o r t d i s t a n c e b a c k 
in the c rowd , l i s t e n i n g . He l a t e r sa id tha t he thought to h i m s e l f a t 
the t i m e "You ' d a m ' l i a r ! You t e l l t h e s e peop le a l l k inds of l i e s 
about th i s p l a c e to get t h e m to l ive h e r e , and now you te l l a w h o p p e r 
l ike tha t . You c e r t a i n l y should have s topped b e f o r e you went tha t 
f a r . " 8 5 

Looking n o r t h e a s t a c r o s s B e a r L a k e 
w h e r e B r i g h a m Young i s sa id to have po in ted 
when he p r e d i c t e d the com ing of the r a i l r o a d 
into the B e a r L a k e Va l l ey . 
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In 1882 the Union P a c i f i c b e g a n bui lding a r a n c h l i n e f r o m 
Wyoming t h r o u g h to O r e g o n , the O r e g o n S h o r t l i n e , wh ich r e a c h e d 
the e a s t e r n b o u n d a r y of Idaho in J u n e of 1882. F o r the n e x t two 
y e a r s c o n s t r u c t i o n went on. F i v e h u n d r e d and fo r ty m i l e s of l i ne 
w e r e bu i l t in Idaho; f o r t y - f i v e of i t in B e a r L a k e County . It e n t e r s 
the county n e a r the p r e s e n t town of B o r d e r , W y o m i n g , w h e r e the 
B e a r R i v e r a l s o e n t e r s the s t a t e . E x p e c t i n g the l i ne f r o m G r a n g e r , 
Wyoming , to r e a c h M o n t p e l i e r and be r e a d y for b u s i n e s s by J u l y 15, 
1882, the O r e g o n Shor t L ine R a i l r o a d c o n t r a c t e d to sh ip 1, 000 head 
of c a t t l e f r o m M o n t p e l i e r on tha t d a t e . ° " 

The r a i l r o a d b r o u g h t p l en ty of w o r k wi th i t . T h o s e who w o r k e d 
w e r e pa id in c a s h , s o m e t h i n g d i f fe ren t in the B e a r L a k e c o u n t r y . 
Men s e c u r e d w o r k of v a r i o u s k i n d s , s o m e w o r k e d wi th t h e i r t e a m s , 
f i l l ing s l o u g h s , e t c . , whi le o t h e r s got out t i m b e r for t i e s . But in 
g e n e r a l , t h e r e w a s not a g r e a t r u s h for r a i l r o a d j o b s a s m a n y of the 
l o c a l m e n w e r e too b u s y wi th t h e i r c a t t l e and f a r m s . " 

The coming of the r a i l r o a d m a r k e d the end of a p e r i o d and the 
beg inn ing of a new e r a . It b r o u g h t wi th it m a n y a d v a n t a g e s - - c o n ­
ven ien t f re igh t and c a t t l e sh ipp ing , b e t t e r m a i l s e r v i c e , m o d e r n 
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , goods f r o m the e a s t m a d e m o r e a v a i l a b l e , new 
s e t t l e r s , new i n d u s t r y , new j o b s . It -was now p o s s i b l e to t r a v e l to 
c o n f e r e n c e in Sal t L a k e and b a c k for t h e p r i c e of $8 , 00 . Wi th no 
h o r s e s to c a r e for , one could r e a l l y enjoy the t r i p . On the o t h e r 
hand, i t b r o u g h t a few p r o b l e m s for the l o c a l c i t i z e n s - - t h e c o m i n g 
of a c e r t a i n c l a s s of r a b b l e , the influx of l i q u o r , t he p r o b l e m of 
Gen t i l e and M o r m o n r e l a t i o n s , and the effect on the v a l l e y ' s i n d u s ­
t r i e s . ° ' The s a i n t s r e a l i z e d tha t the r a i l r o a d would g r e a t l y affect 
t h e m , bu t t hey did not a l l a g r e e a s to j u s t how. A w r i t e r in the B e a r 
L a k e D e m o c r a t of J u n e 17, 1882, in w r i t i n g of t h e r a i l r o a d , stated:^*0 

T h i s i s good n e w s for the r e s i d e n t s of t h i s v a l l e y . 
Many i n d u s t r i e s t ha t have l a i n d o r m a n t w i l l now be opened 
up to give e m p l o y m e n t to m a n y and to e n r i c h the peop l e 
g e n e r a l l y . It w i l l a l s o g ive an i m p e t u s and i n c r e a s e d 
f a c i l i t i e s to t h o s e i n d u s t r i e s a l r e a d y in e x i s t e n c e . S u c ­
c e s s to the O r e g o n S h o r t L i n e . 

About t h r e e w e e k s l a t e r t h e e d i t o r of t h e B e a r L a k e D e m o c r a t 
de lved d e e p e r into the ef fects of the r a i l r o a d , pub l i sh ing an a r t i c l e 
w r i t t e n wi th m u c h c o m m o n s e n s e and f o r e s i g h t : " 

The even t of the r a i l r o a d in t h i s v a l l e y wi l l d o u b t l e s s 
p r o d u c e m a n y c h a n g e s . O u r p e o p l e a r e s o m e w h a t d iv ided in 
t h e i r op in ions a s to the n a t u r e of the c h a n g e s . Some th ink 
they wi l l conduce to the p r o s p e r i t y of the c o m m u n i t y wh i l e 
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o t h e r s th ink they wi l l be d i s a s t r o u s . T h e r e i s no doubt , 
h o w e v e r , but tha t the r a i l r o a d wi l l be a migh ty fac to r 
in the d e v e l o p m e n t of the r e s o u r c e s of the v a l l e y , but i t 
wi l l t a k e s o m e l i t t l e t i m e for t h e peop l e to adap t t h e m ­
s e l v e s to t h e changed cond i t i ons of t h i n g s . Some p u r ­
su i t s tha t a r e now followed wi th p rof i t wi l l have to be 
abandoned and o t h e r s tha t have no t ye t been thought of 
wi l l be t a k e n up . Our f o r m e r d i s t a n c e f r o m m a r k e t h a s 
n e c e s s i t a t e d a g r e a t a m o u n t of f r e igh t ing and no t only 
have the f a r m e r s put in c o n s i d e r a b l e t i m e du r ing the 
s e a s o n of t h i s l a b o r but a c l a s s h a s g r a d u a l l y s p r u n g up 
who h a v e fol lowed it a l m o s t con t inuous ly , s u m m e r and 
w i n t e r . They wil l soon find t h e i r occupa t i on gone . On 
the o t h e r hand t h i s va l l ey h a s v a s t r e s o u r c e s t ha t have 
b e e n c o m p a r i t i v e l y [ s i c ] u n w o r k e d , t h r o u g h diff icul ty and 
c o s t of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . V a s t a m o u n t s of hay wi l l p r o b a b l y 
be sh ipped by r a i l a t a p rof i t , but b e f o r e m u c h i s done in 
t h i s way w e m a y have to i m p r o v e the qua l i ty by cu l t i va t ing 
t a m e g r a s s e s . 

It i s thought by m a n y tha t t h e r e a r e i m m e n s e q u a n t i t i e s 
of low g r a d e o r e in our m o u n t a i n s ; the e v i d e n c e c e r t a i n l y 
f a v o r s i t , and m i n e s m a y ye t be w o r k e d at a p ro f i t . S o m e ­
thing too m a y be done in the b u t t e r b u s i n e s s and a l s o in 
sh ipp ing fat s tock in the w i n t e r s e a s o n . Goods wi l l be 
c h e a p e r , e s p e c i a l l y t h o s e k inds t h a t a r e of heavy f r e igh t . 
With r a i l r o a d f a c i l i t i e s B e a r L a k e Va l l ey and e s p e c i a l l y 
Soda S p r i n g s wi l l be v i s i t e d by t h o u s a n d s of t o u r i s t s who 
wi l l of c o u r s e i n c r e a s e the c i r c u l a t i o n of m o n e y in o u r m i d s t . 

It w i l l be s t r a n g e , h o w e v e r , if the c o m p l e t i o n of t h e 
r a i l r o a d d o e s not b r i n g h e r e what fol lows i t a l m o s t e v e r y ­
w h e r e , and that i s a s e a s o n of f inanc ia l d e p r e s s i o n . If our 
p e o p l e a r e w i s e they wi l l p r e p a r e for i t . A s to ev i l inf lu­
e n c e s and p e r n i c i o u s c u s t o m tha t m a y be i n t r o d u c e d t h r o u g h 
the p r e s e n c e of a r ough and r e c k l e s s e l e m e n t tha t t h e r a i l ­
r o a d m a y b r i n g in o u r m i d s t , we t r u s t t ha t t h e v i r t u e and 
i n t e g r i t y of a peop le who have c o v e n a n t e d to s e r v e God 
t h r o u g h good and i l l r e p o r t wi l l be suff ic ient p r o t e c t i o n . 

With the c o m i n g of the r a i l r o a d , M o n t p e l i e r , w h i c h was fou r th 
in popu la t ion in the v a l l e y in 1882, took a quick j u m p in to f i r s t p l a c e . 
Up to t h i s t i m e P a r i s , B l o o m i n g t o n , and St, C h a r l e s had e x c e e d e d 
h e r in t ha t o r d e r . " 2 

The r a i l r o a d s t a t i on w a s a d iv i s i on t e r m i n u s wi th r e p a i r shops 
e s t a b l i s h e d t h e r e . By the t u r n of the c e n t u r y the p o s t office at 
M o n t p e l i e r w a s d i s t r i b u t i n g m a i l to t w e n t y - s e v e n o t h e r p o s t o f f i ces . 
Seven ty m i l l i o n pounds of f r e igh t w e r e r e c e i v e d annua l l y at the s t a t i on . 
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Large numbers of sheep and catt le and grea t quantit ies of wool 
were shipped, and approximately 12,000 people were procur ing 
their supplies at this point. " 

It was the hope of the other res idents of the valley to have a 
branch line extend to the south through all of the se t t lements on the 
west side, but only P a r i s succeeded in getting one. "3 

Land and Land P r o b l e m s 

Securing Ti t les . For the se t t l e r s of Bear Lake the re were 
two distinct disadvantages in acquiring t i t les to the land. Although 
the Homestead Act of 1862 made it possible to gain t i t le to a quar te r 
section of land, there was no government survey until 1871-7£. 
This was about nine yea r s after the f i rs t colonizers a r r ived on the 
scene. This made it impossible to tell just which quar te r section 
was where and what i ts boundaries were . 

The second disadvantage was that the "Mormon" sys tem of 
colonizing called for people to live in towns on smal l ac reages 
( usually, one and one-fourth a c r e lots) and do their farming by 
commuting. Such a sys tem did not fit into the homestead laws. How 
would each person attain ti t le to his city lot? How could he abide by 
the regulations for improvements on his fa rm without living on i t? 
Also, the "Mormon" sys tem called for farming lands near the towns 
to be divided up into blocks much smal le r than 160 a c r e s . 

The only thing for the se t t l e r s to do was to make the best of the 
situation and proceed upon the bas i s that they could work everything 
out. This meant, of course , that complications were bound t o 
a r i s e . The general "Mormon" plan was followed in Bear Lake. " 
A surveyor was employed to lay out a few t e n - a c r e blocks with roads 
eight rods wide between them. The lots would be numbered and the 
numbers put in a hat. Each head of a family drew a number out of 
the h a t and the lot designated by the number he drew belonged to 
him. As other se t t l e r s came into the se t t lements they would each 
rece ive one of the unassigned lo ts . This method natura l ly encouraged 
m o r e se t t l e r s to come. 

The farming land was dealt with l ikewise. That land n e a r e s t 
the se t t lements was divided up into f ive-acre lots ; the land next 
far thest out into t e n - a c r e lots , and that st i l l further out was divided 
into twen ty-ac re lo t s . ° " Beyond this was plenty of meadow and hay 
land that was appropr ia ted in one way or another . At f i rs t the meadow 
land was considered to be community p roper ty and t r ea ted as such. 
For hay land, each se t t le r would c la im a cer ta in piece; and, under 
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c h u r c h r e g u l a t i o n s , it b e c a m e h i s by r i g h t of u s e . 

It s o m e t i m e s happened tha t a m a n , a f t e r u s ing a c e r t a i n p i e c e 
for two o r t h r e e y e a r s , would l e a v e it for a y e a r o r two . S o m e o n e 
e l s e , s ee ing the land id l e , would p r o c e e d to a p p r o p r i a t e i t for h i s 
u s e . Then p e r h a p s both m e n would want i t t he s a m e y e a r . T h i s 
l ed to d i s p u t e s which , in t h o s e e a r l y y e a r s , w e r e s e t t l e d in the 
e x t r a l e g a l c o u r t s of the C h u r c h . T h e r e w a s no l e g a l m a c h i n e r y in 
o p e r a t i o n . The d e c i s i o n s g iven w e r e n e a r l y a l w a y s r e s p e c t e d , a l ­
though only m o r a l p e r s u a s i o n e x i s t e d . In e x t r e m e c a s e s of d i s ­
o b e d i e n c e the C h u r c h c o u r t s u s e d t h e i r only w e a p o n - - d i s f e l l o w s h i p 
o r e x c o m m u n i c a t i o n from the C h u r c h . 

H e r e i s t h e c o n c l u s i o n and d e c i s i o n of a t y p i c a l c a s e b e f o r e the 
h igh c o u n c i l . Th i s c a s e w a s c a u s e d by peop le mov ing to ge t on the 
g o v e r n m e n t s u r v e y l i n e s : " ' 

In the c a s e a p p e a l e d to the high counc i l of t h i s s t a k e 
by H y r u m D. C l a r k of Auburn , S t a r Va l l ey , f r o m the d e ­
c i s i o n of B i s h o p C a z i e r in wh ich W i l l i a m , J a m e s and C h a r l e s 
L e a v i t t and John B u r n i n g h a m w e r e d e f e n d a n t s , and h e a r d 
by t h i s counc i l on the 15th of J u n e , we s u b m i t the fo l l owing 
c o n c l u s i o n s and j u d g m e n t a s the d e c i s i o n s of t h i s High Counc i l . 

It i s shown by the e v i d e n c e tha t H y r u m D. C l a r k p u r ­
c h a s e d e igh ty a c r e s of land f r o m one of the v e r y e a r l y 
s e t t l e r s , and had quie t and peace fu l p o s s e s s i o n t h e r e o f 
un t i l a f t e r the Uni ted S t a t e s s u r v e y w a s m a d e . When h i s 
n e i g h b o r s on the n o r t h for a d i s t a n c e of two and o n e - h a l f 
m i l e s e a c h m o v e d sou th to the g o v e r n m e n t s u r v e y , and so 
r e a c h e d o v e r and took a p o r t i o n of C l a r k ' s l and , c r o w d i n g 
h i m sou th for l and to m a k e up h i s l o s s ; in t h i s , h o w e v e r , 
he w a s s topped , for t h e r e w e r e t h r e e s e t t l e r s on the sou th , 
t he L e a v i t t B r o t h e r s , who conc luded to m o v e in the o p p o s i t e 
d i r e c t i o n , and t h i s w a s done n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h e r e w a s enough 
v a c a n t land sou th of t h e m to enab le t h e m to m o v e in t ha t 
d i r e c t i o n a s o t h e r s had done , and by doing so they , t h e t h r e e 
d e f e n d a n t s , and H y r u m D. C l a r k could have s e c u r e d t h e i r full 
quota of l and . I n s t e a d of doing so they , the t h r e e L e a v i t t 
B r o t h e r s , m o v e d n o r t h , t hus c r o w d i n g C l a r k out of s o m e of 
h i s b e s t land , and inv i t ed John B u r n i n g h a m to c o m e in and 
t a k e up the land they had v a c a t e d on t h e south , w i th o t h e r 
l a n d adjoining i t . 

In the j u d g m e n t r e n d e r e d by the B i s h o p ' s C o u r t , it i s 
o r d e r e d tha t the L e a v i t t B r o t h e r s s u r r e n d e r and deed to 
H y r u m D. C l a r k t h i r t y - t h r e e r o d s w ide and 160 r o d s d e e p , 
be ing t h i r t y - t h r e e a c r e s of the land he c l a i m e d by p u r c h a s e 
and l o c a t i o n , for w h i c h h e , C l a r k , i s to p r o c u r e and deed 
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to John B u r n i n g h a m for ty a c r e s of land in c l o s e p r o x i m i t y 
to h is c l a i m , o r pay to h im , B u r n i n g h a m , in c a s h , $ 1 8 0 . 0 0 
upon f a i l u r e to p r o c u r e sa id l and . 

We th ink it w i l l be seen by any c a r e f u l o b s e r v e r t ha t 
t h e diff icul ty w a s no t o c c a s i o n e d by any ac t of H. D. C l a r k , 
bu t w a s done by t h e c o u n t e r m o v e s on the p a r t of the t h r e e 
L e a v i t t B r o t h e r s , t hey f i r s t took p o s s e s s i o n of a p o r t i o n 
of h i s l and , and then inv i ted a fou r th p a r t y in to t a k e up the 
l and tha t w a s n e e d e d to g ive C l a r k and t h e m s e l v e s t h e i r 
full p o r t i o n of l and , and w e r e thus p r e v e n t e d f r o m going 
b a c k to t h e i r old l i n e . 

We do not c o n s i d e r it would be j u s t and r igh t for H. D. 
C l a r k to be r e q u i r e d to r e p u r c h a s e h i s own land , excep t 
so far a s the u s u a l c o s t of e n t r y in such c a s e s , a s one m a n 
m a y e n t e r for a n o t h e r in h i s q u a r t e r s e c t i o n . 

We do not th ink it r i gh t t ha t h e , C l a r k should be r e ­
q u i r e d to buy and deed for ty a c r e s of l and to John B u r n i n g h a m 
o r pay to h i m in defaul t t h e r e o f $180 . 00, n o r any o t h e r s u m . 

It h a s been sa id tha t B r o t h e r C l a r k e n t e r e d e igh ty a c r e s 
of land on the w e s t of h i s c l a i m , t h i s , so far a s we can judge 
cu t s no f igure in t h i s ques t i on , a s e a c h of h i s n e i g h b o r s could 
have done the s a m e u n d e r the p r e - e m p t i o n h o m e s t e a d o r d e s e r t 
land l a w s then e x i s t i n g , had they b e e n d i s p o s e d to do s o . 

It i s t h e r e f o r e the d e c i s i o n of t h i s counc i l t h a t H y r u m 
D. C l a r k have r e s t o r e d to h i m the l and he p u r c h a s e d , and 
on w h i c h he l o c a t e d and c l a i m e d b e f o r e the Uni ted S t a t e s 
s u r v e y , lying on the south , t h i r t y - t h r e e r o d s wide m o r e o r 
l e s s by o n e - h u n d r e d and s ix ty r o d s ; and tha t t he t h r e e 
L e a v i t t B r o t h e r s and J o h n B u r n i n g h a m m a k e up b e t w e e n 
t h e m s e l v e s the t h i r t y - t h r e e a c r e s of l and , m o r e o r l e s s , 
e a c h l o s i n g t h e r e b y , eight and o n e - f o u r t h a c r e s f r o m t h e i r 
r e s p e c t i v e c l a i m s . 

It d o e s not a p p e a r tha t B r o t h e r B u r n i n g h a m w a s in any 
way to b l a m e for the difficulty, a l though be ing p ro f i t ed by the 
t r a n s a c t i o n , w e th ink he ought to s h a r e in the l o s s s u s t a i n e d 
a s p r o v i d e d in t h e d e c i s i o n of t h i s c o u n c i l . 

I n a s m u c h a s t h e s e b r e t h r e n have e n t e r e d a q u a r t e r s e c ­
t ion e a c h (160 a c r e s of land) and t h e diff icul ty a r o s e d i r e c ­
t ly f r o m t h e i r ac t ion , i n t e r v e n t i o n and c o u n t e r m o v e m e n t s 
of c e r t a i n l i n e s , it a p p e a r s to u s e m i n e n t l y p r o p e r t h a t t hey 
should m a k e up the l o s s t hey had o c c a s i o n e d , a m o n g t h e m ­
s e l v e s , and t h u s r e s t o r e h a r m o n y on the p r i n c i p l e of j u s t i c e 
and equa l r i g h t s . 

Af ter the g o v e r n m e n t s u r v e y and when g o v e r n m e n t o f f ic ia l s 
w e r e m a d e a v a i l a b l e , the C h u r c h a u t h o r i t i e s r e q u e s t e d the B e a r 
L a k e r e s i d e n t s to i m p r o v e upon t h e i r l and t h a t t hey m i g h t c o m p l y 
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with g o v e r n m e n t r e g u l a t i o n s , t h e r e b y s e c u r i n g g o v e r n m e n t t i t l e . " ° 
The C h u r c h a u t h o r i t i e s had t aken t i m e in S take P r i e s t h o o d M e e t i n g s 
to exp la in the m a t t e r s in r e g a r d to p r e - e m p t i n g and h o m e s t e a d i n g 
l a n d s . " Yet m a n y of the s e t t l e r s fa i led to c o m p l y . They did not 
put the n e c e s s a r y i m p r o v e m e n t s on t h e i r l a n d s . As a r e s u l t , wi th 
the p a s s i n g y e a r s , c l a i m - j u m p e r s b e c a m e a c t i v e . Many t r i a l s 
c o n c e r n i n g s u c h w e r e s e t t l e d by t h e c o u r t s of the C h u r c h , a s s e e n 
in the c a s e b e t w e e n N. F . A u s t i n and J . M. P h e l p s . 1 U 1 

P r e s i d e n t Budge b e c a m e s o m e w h a t d i s g u s t e d wi th the c a r e ­
l e s s n e s s of s o m e of the " b r e t h r e n " in not fulfill ing the r e q u i r e m e n t s 
of the law in l and m a t t e r s . He w a r n e d t h e m tha t if they did no t t ake 
c a r e of s u c h o b l i g a t i o n s , thus s e c u r i n g the l a n d s , he would c o u n s e l 
the b i s h o p s of the v a r i o u s w a r d s to find good m e n in t h e i r w a r d s who 
would e n t e r s u c h l a n d and l ive up to the l a w . *"£ 

In o r d e r to s e c u r e t i t l e to the land, i t w a s n e c e s s a r y to have 
one m a n file on 160 a c r e s . On th i s 160 a c r e s t h e r e m i g h t a l r e a d y 
be t h i s m a n and ten o t h e r s who w e r e u s i n g the land , w h i c h p r o b a ­
bly had b e e n g iven to t h e m by the C h u r c h . As soon a s he r e c e i v e d 
g o v e r n m e n t t i t l e , a s a faithful C h u r c h m e m b e r he would deed to 
the o t h e r ten s q u a t t e r s the p o r t i o n tha t e a c h w a s u s i n g . Af ter a 
m a n had, a c c o r d i n g to law, s e c u r e d c l e a r t i t l e to p r o p e r t y it w a s 
r a t h e r t e m p t i n g to k e e p it , e s p e c i a l l y if one o r two of t h o s e u s i n g 
it had been s lothful in keep ing up t h e i r end of the i m p r o v e m e n t s . T h e r e 
s e e m s to have b e e n v e r y l i t t l e t r o u b l e in th i s r e s p e c t , h o w e v e r . The 
w r i t e r found e v i d e n c e of only a few c a s e s of t h i s n a t u r e . C o n s i d e r i n g 
t h e c o m p l i c a t i o n s t h a t had to be i r o n e d out , t he l and p r o b l e m s t u r n e d 
out r e m a r k a b l y we l l . Town l o t s w e r e s e c u r e d by the g o v e r n m e n t ' s 
e v e n t u a l l y i s s u i n g what w e r e ca l l ed t o w n s i t e d e e d s . 

F e n c i n g . F e n c i n g w a s an e t e r n a l p r o b l e m in t h o s e e a r l y y e a r s . 
At f i r s t only the town l o t s w e r e fenced . T h i s n e c e s s i t a t e d h e r d i n g 
the l i v e s t o c k to k e e p it off the f a r m i n g l a n d s . S o m e t i m e s c a t t l e 
would w a n d e r off f r o m one s e t t l e m e n t to a n o t h e r . F e n c e s w e r e then 
m a d e b e t w e e n c o m m u n i t i e s . A fence c o m m i t t e e for the v a l l e y l u 3 
and , u s u a l l y , one for e a c h c o m m u n i t y w a s appo in t ed . *"4 The c o m ­
m u n i t y fence c o m m i t t e e would appoin t e a c h m a n to k e e p a c e r t a i n 
s e c t i o n of the c o m m u n i t y fence b e t w e e n the t o w n s . On g iven d a y s 
the " F e n c e V i e w e r s " (a c o m m i t t e e s e l e c t e d for the p u r p o s e of i n ­
s p e c t i n g the fence) would i n s p e c t the fence to s e e tha t e a c h m a n had 
done h i s job w e l l . " 

U s u a l l y the nex t s t e p t a k e n w a s to put a fence b e t w e e n the hay 
l a n d and the f a r m i n g l and . " Then one s ide of the r o a d b e t w e e n 
the towns and the hay land would be fenced . F i n a l l y the o t h e r s i de 
of the r o a d w a s fenced . Some s e t t l e m e n t s m a n a g e d to ge t c o m m u n -
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ity pas tu res fenced off, thus making it much eas ie r to keep t rack 
of the milk cows. The beef stock was most ly turned loose in the 
hil ls to range . Of course they did not always stay the re . 

One incident in Bern, before fences were built, is the follow­
ing: 1 0 ' One day Char les C. Rich came to his ranch in Bern, 
where the Kunz families from Switzerland were living. They had 
a l a rge white bull at the ranch, who "was as gentle as a lamb. " 
Mr . Rich noticed a l i t t le four -year -o ld boy, Johnny Kunz, in the 
field at the end of the rope on the bull. He asked Johnny's father, 
whose name was also John: "What i s that boy doing?" "He ' s 
holding the end of a long rope that is tied to the bull. The bull is 
out there so he can eat. " Mr. Rich immediate ly picked up a piece 
of wood, made a stake out of it, and went out and staked the animal . 
He brought l i t t le Johnny back by the hand and told his father never 
to have him do that again. 

It was many yea r s before the people got around to enclosing 
each pr ivate t rac t of land. The f i rs t fences were made out of poles, 
with two post holes with long pegs between them placed at the end 

1 f)ft of each panel for support . 

Water . There was not much difference in the i r r iga t ion p rob ­
lems of Bear Lake and any other "Mormon" set t lement , unless it 
was the convenience of i r r iga t ion wa te r . Every community had one 
or m o r e s t r e a m s running through it. In o rde r to do much farming, 
it was n e c e s s a r y for a whole community to co-opera te in building the 
di tches . The water always belonged to the community, as the doc­
t r ine of r ipa r i an r ights was completely d i s regarded . As a genera l 
rule the water was equitably divided. 

A te r r i f i c , yet well-conducted case was held in Laketown, how­
ever . One man seemed to have received m o r e than he needed and 
was selling some of it to o thers who were shor t . *09 The case is 
hardly as simple as that, but is too long and tedious to pr in t h e r e . 
Suffice it to say that, in the end, it was n e c e s s a r y for two apostles, 
F r a n c i s M. Lyman and Mar r ine r W. Mer r i l l , to come from Salt 
Lake to make a final set t lement . 1 0 

There is quite a cont ras t between that case and one held to 
sett le a dispute between the wards of Ovid and Liber ty . In this case 
a le t te r was directed to the stake authoritie s, signed by the bishops 
of each ward . 
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P a r i s , Idaho 
M a r c h 27, 1883 

To the P r e s i d e n c y and High Counc i l of the B e a r 
L a k e S take of Zion 

B r e t h r e n : 

We r e s p e c t f u l l y a s k you to dec ide a m a t t e r involv ing 
the d i v i s i o n of the L i b e r t y C r e e k , b e t w e e n s e t t l e m e n t s 
of L i b e r t y and Ovid, and d e t e r m i n e the p r o p o r t i o n s of 
w a t e r of s a id C r e e k , e a c h s e t t l e m e n t would h a v e . 

R e s p e c t f u l l y , 
E . N . A u s t i n B i s h o p of L i b e r t y 
P . J e n s e n B i s h o p of Ovid. 

Two c o u n c i l o r s w e r e appo in ted to s p e a k on e a c h s i d e and the 
c a s e p r o c e e d e d . 

B i s h o p P . J e n s e n sa id tha t at the t i m e of B r o t h e r 
H a m m o n p r e s i d i n g at L i b e r t y i t w a s d e c i d e d b e t w e e n the 
two B i s h o p s tha t Ovid would have a p o r t i o n of the c r e e k 
wi th the u n d e r s t a n d i n g tha t t hey should m a k e t h e i r own 
d i t ch w h i c h had b e e n done and wh ich had been of a s m u c h 
s e r v i c e to L i b e r t y a s to Ovid . T h e r e w e r e two c r e e k s 
flowing f r o m L i b e r t y and he thought tha t Ovid should have 
o n e - h a l f the w a t e r of both s t r e a m s . 

B i s h o p E . N. Aus t in sa id the whole of the w a t e r f r o m 
both s t r e a m s run e a c h t o w a r d s Ovid, o n e - f o u r t h of the 
c r e e k i s t a k e n out to supp ly the town and the n o r t h f a r m s 
and if Ovid c l a i m s half of the who le t h e r e 'will be only 
o n e - f o u r t h left for the v a s t t r a c t of f a r m i n g land sou th 
of L i b e r t y . He would l i ke to h a v e i t d iv ided so a s to do 
the m o s t good to the l a r g e s t n u m b e r . 

T h o m a s P e t e r s o n sa id t h e r e h a s not been enough 
w a t e r c o m e t h r o u g h the d i t ch for t h r e e o r four y e a r s 
and m u c h g r a i n h a s b e e n b u r n e d up in c o n s e q u e n c e . The 
peop l e a r e wi l l ing to a s s i s t to m a k e a n o t h e r d i t c h . Ovid 
h a s u s e d t h e w a t e r f r o m L i b e r t y C r e e k for two o r t h r e e 
y e a r s . 

J o h n J o h n s o n t e s t i f i e d tha t t h e r e i s not w a t e r enough 
for Ovid c o m i n g t h r o u g h the d i t ch n e i t h e r h a s t h e r e b e e n 
for s e v e r a l y e a r s p a s t . It w a s h i s opinion tha t if the w a t e r 
w a s p r o p e r l y d iv ided tha t t h e r e w a s suff ic ient for a l l . 
The a v e r a g e s i z e of the g r a i n f a r m s of Ovid he did not know. 

M. J e n s e n sa id t h e r e had b e e n no w a t e r in the l o w e r 
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d i t ch of Ovid for t h r e e or four y e a r s p a s t . W i l l i a m H y m a s 
r e m e m b e r e d the peop le of Ovid apply ing to L i b e r t y for 
w a t e r m a n y y e a r s s i n c e . The two s e t t l e m e n t s d iv ide e q u a l ­
ly the n o r t h c r e e k and he thought Ovid would ge t a long v e r y 
w e l l wi th o n e - f o u r t h of Mil l C r e e k . 

John Bunn thought tha t Ovid could do v e r y w e l l wi th o n e -
fou r th of Mil l C r e e k and h a v e p len ty of w a t e r for d r y s e a s o n s , 

Opinion of c o u n s e l o r s , J , U. S tucki c o n s i d e r e d tha t 
in d r y s e a s o n s Ovid would p r o b a b l y su f fe r . He thought 
t ha t Ovid should have a c l a i m on Mil l C r e e k to the a m o u n t 
of about o n e - t h i r d o r o n e - f o u r t h in connec t ion w i th o n e -
half of N o r t h C r e e k . 

R. P r i c e c o n s i d e r e d tha t if o n e - s i x t h of Mi l l C r e e k 
w a s suff ic ient for Ovid in d r y s e a s o n s , t h a t t he s a m e a m o u n t 
would be equa l to the g r o w t h of the town, a l s o c o n s i d e r i n g 
t h a t t hey ge t the benef i t of a l l t he L i b e r t y w a s t e w a t e r . 

M i n e r Wi lcox c o n s i d e r e d tha t p r o b a b l y half of N o r t h 
C r e e k and o n e - f o u r t h of Mi l l C r e e k would be suff ic ient 
quan t i ty for Ovid and s t i l l l e a v e L i b e r t y enough . 

W a l t e r Hoge sa id he c o n s i d e r e d t h a t B r o t h e r H y m a s ' 
p r o p o s i t i o n for Ovid to u s e o n e - f o u r t h of Mi l l C r e e k w a s 
e q u i t a b l e . 

B i s h o p P . J e n s e n sa id tha t t hey did not have o n e - t e n t h 
of the land u n d e r c u l t i v a t i o n w h i c h they would h a v e if t h e y 
could ge t w a t e r in suff ic ient quan t i ty . 

B i s h o p E . N . A u s t i n sa id he did not th ink he could t h r o w 
any f u r t h e r l igh t upon the sub jec t , though B r o t h e r H y m a s ' 
p r o p o s i t i o n w a s l i b e r a l and j u s t . 

C o u n s e l o r G. O s m o n d s a i d he knew tha t s e t t l e r s had 
b e e n e n c o u r a g e d m a n y y e a r s s i n c e to t a k e up and s e t t l e 
l and b e t w e e n P a r i s and L i b e r t y and he thought bonaf ide 
s e t t l e r s should be g u a r a n t e e d the w a t e r p r i v i l e g e , 

D e c i s i o n . P r e s i d e n t W. Budge sa id he had e n d e a v ­
o r e d to u n d e r s t a n d the e v i d e n c e and h e c o n s i d e r e d t h e r e 
w a s no f ea r of su f fe r ing for e i t h e r s e t t l e m e n t even 
s u p p o s i n g the m a t t e r s t a n d s a s it i s , but in v iew of t ak ing 
up m o r e l a n d the r i g h t s of s e t t l e r s should be c o n s i d e r e d , 
and a w a t e r r i g h t m i g h t be g r a n t e d to l and o w n e r s not to 
e x c e e d twen ty o r t w e n t y - f i v e a c r e s . Ovid, i t a p p e a r s r e ­
q u i r e d only o n e - s i x t h of the w a t e r or t h r e e i r r i g a t i n g 
s t r e a m s when it w a s s c a r c e s t and by g iv ing t h e m o n e -
fou r th would be to g ive t h e m an a b u n d a n c e for e x t r e m e 
d r o u g h t , and m a k i n g about four and o n e - f o u r t h i r r i g a t i n g 
s t r e a m s . And i t w a s h i s d e c i s i o n t h a t Ovid h a v e o n e - f o u r t h 
of Mil l C r e e k and if the p e o p l e a t any f u r t h e r t i m e c o n s i d e r 
t h e y a r e su f fe r ing an i n j u s t i c e t h e y c a n h a v e a r e h e a r i n g . 
T h e d e c i s i o n w a s s u s t a i n e d u n a n i m o u s l y by the c o u n c i l , m 
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The d e c i s i o n w a s a c c e p t e d by a l l in good fai th . Y e a r s l a t e r , 
when s t i l l o t h e r c o m m u n i t i e s w e r e to be c o n s i d e r e d , the c a s e 
c a m e up aga in and both of the o r i g i n a l o w n e r s w e r e cut down in 
o r d e r to s h a r e wi th the o t h e r s . T h i s d e c i s i o n w a s a l s o a c c e p t e d 
by a l l . 1 1 2 

Hea l th 

The B e a r Lake s e t t l e r s su f fe red for l a c k of good m e d i c a l c a r e . 
The cold w i n t e r s w e r e not a l w a y s the m o s t conduc ive to good h e a l t h . 
St i l l m e m b e r s of the c o m m u n i t y w e r e at l e a s t a s h e a l t h y a s t h e 
a v e r a g e . On the whole the c l i m a t e s e e m e d a s hea l thfu l a s m a n y 
w a r m e r p l a c e s . 3 F o r c o m m o n co lds and o t h e r s i c k n e s s in 

114 c h i l d r e n a r h u b a r b s y r u p w a s u s e d . 

The u s u a l p l a g u e s of the t i m e swept t h r o u g h the v a l l e y , but 
d e a t h s w e r e u s u a l l y r e m a r k a b l y l igh t . M e a s l e s , s c a r l a t i n a , 
whooping cough (which s e e m e d to c a u s e m o r e d e a t h s than the o t h e r 
d i s e a s e s ) , 1 5 d i p t h e r i a ( a l so qui te bad) , 1 1 " and s m a l l pox had a l l 
b e e n in the v a l l e y d u r i n g one o r two s e a s o n s b e f o r e twen ty y e a r s 
had p a s s e d . In 1883 a r a i l r o a d e n g i n e e r in M o n t p e l i e r s en t e a s t 
for h i s wi fe . She w a s i l l when she a r r i v e d . They r e n t e d a r o o m 
f r o m J o s e p h P h e l p s , *•*•' but wi th in a few days she d ied . H e r c l o t h e s 
w e r e g iven to M r s . P h e l p s , who s h o r t l y c a m e down wi th wha t w a s 
d i a g n o s e d a s s m a l l pox. Twe lve m e m b e r s of the f ami ly had i t . 1 1 ' 
T h i s m u s t have c a u s e d qui te an o u t b r e a k in M o n t p e l i e r . N e a r l y two 
m o n t h s l a t e r the B e a r L a k e D e m o c r a t m e n t i o n e d t h a t the h e a l t h 
c o m m i t t e e had h i r e d H e n r y Bol ton to s t and g u a r d on B e a r R i v e r 
B r i d g e and p r e v e n t a l l i n t e r c o u r s e wi th M o n t p e l i e r . 1 1 ° 

The w a r m m i n e r a l s p r i n g s l o c a t e d n e a r t h e n o r t h e a s t c o r n e r 
of the l a k e b e c a m e qui te f a m o u s a s a h e a l t h r e s o r t . H ? F o r m a n y 
y e a r s peop le went t h e r e for a l l k inds of a i l m e n t s . The f i r s t p l e a s u r e 
r e s o r t in the v a l l e y w a s a l s o e s t a b l i s h e d t h e r e . 

E m i l i n e G r o v e r R i ch , t he f i r s t midwife in t h e v a l l e y , not only 
p e r f o r m e d t h a t s e r v i c e but e n d e a v o r e d to be d o c t o r to n e a r l y 
e v e r y t h i n g . J o h n A. Sut ton, t h e v i l l a g e b l a c k s m i t h , -was for m a n y 
y e a r s the chief bone s u r g e o n and d e n t i s t . H i s s e r v i c e s w e r e 
a p p r e c i a t e d by m a n y . T h e r e w a s a l s o a n o t h e r m a n who a c t e d a s 
d e n t i s t in t h o s e e a r l y d a y s , B i s h o p W i l l i a m H. L e e f r o m Woodruff, 
W h e n e v e r he c a m e to c o n f e r e n c e , he b r o u g h t wi th h i m h i s t o o l s for 
t e e t h p u l l i n g . A few y e a r s l a t e r a Gen t i l e d o c t o r s e t t l e d in the v a l l e y . 
Af te r the c o m i n g of the r a i l r o a d it w a s p o s s i b l e to at l e a s t ge t to a 
d o c t o r p a r t of the t i m e , t h a t i s , if one w e r e not too i l l . Before the 
beg inn ing of the t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y , a n u m b e r of L a t t e r - d a y Saint 
boys in t h e v a l l e y had g r a d u a t e d f r o m m e d i c a l s c h o o l s , s o m e b e ­
c o m i n g f a m o u s d o c t o r s , 1 ^ 1 
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CHAPTER VII 

TWO SOCIAL CONTROLS OF THE LATTER-DAY SAINT CHURCH 
IN THE BEAR LAKE VALLEY 

The La t t e r -day Saint philosophy is that religion is a par t of 
everyday living and everyday living should be a par t of one 's r e ­
ligion. Every act of life should be done in a spir i t of love and 
good fellowship toward one 's fellowmen. Even the everyday acts 
that a r e purely for rec rea t iona l or enter ta inment purposes a r e to 
be done in harmony with the sp i r i t of God. 

With this philosophy, the La t t e r -day Saint Church has always 
felt its obligation to provide wholesome rec rea t ion and enter ta in­
ment for its m e m b e r s , and to look after their genera l welfare from 
day to day. 

Dancing 

F r o m the beginning the L. D. S. Church has never looked upon 
dancing, when done in the p roper spir i t , as being sinful. As Thomas 
Sleight expressed it, "It was considered to be wholesome in body 
and mind. n l 

A policy ear ly established in the La t t e r -day Saint Church was 
to open and close all dances with p raye r . Man is entitled, in any 
act of life that is not sinful, to invoke the help of the Lord for the 
p leasure and benefit of his ear thly children, as "men a r e , that they 
might have joy. " 

The ear ly se t t l e r s of the Bear Lake Valley followed the genera l 
policy of the Church in regard to dancing. Because the population 
of each set t lement was small and many of the s ta lwar t Church lead­
e r s were always in attendance, the dances, in genera l , were con­
ducted on a very high plane. 

As the re was no stake organized in Bear Lake until 1869, there 
is no official stake record before this t ime pertaining to dancing; but 
it is to be noted that as ear ly as December 19, 1869, when the 
Bloomington Teache r ' s Quorum began keeping a record , P res iden t 
J a m e s H. Hart , who was in at tendance, spoke of dancing for the 
winter "and gave some good ins t ruct ions for the conducting of the 
same. "•* 

Dances were hardly ever held during the summer , because 
everyone was very busy; winter was the dancing season. As the 

104-
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s e t t l e r s w e r e f a i r l y w e l l snowed in f r o m the ou t s i de w o r l d , t h e y 
held d a n c e s qu i te f r equen t ly , u s u a l l y once a w e e k . E n t e r t a i n m e n t 
w a s s c a r c e , and a l l of it w a s h o m e m a d e . S o m e t i m e s the s e t t l e r s 
would d a n c e unt i l m o r n i n g and s l e e p m o s t of the nex t day . 

Af te r the f i r s t few y e a r s the danc ing h o u r s w e r e c h a n g e d so 
tha t they w e r e not to go beyond t w e l v e o ' c l o c k midn igh t , o r at the 
l a t e s t un t i l one o ' c l o c k in the m o r n i n g . T h i s r u l e should not have 
been too diff icult to follow s i n c e t hey u s u a l l y s t a r t e d at s i x in t h e 
e v e n i n g . 4 

In 1870 So lomon F . K i m b a l l and s e v e n o t h e r young m e n wen t 
a s m i s s i o n a r i e s to s e t t l e in Round V a l l e y at the sou th end of B e a r 
L a k e . V a l l e y . M r . K i m b a l l h a s left a good d e s c r i p t i o n of the e a r l y 
d a n c e s and t h e i r p l a c e in the s e t t l e m e n t s . It i s p r o b a b l y t inged 
-with s l igh t e x a g g e r a t i o n s for the s a k e of r e a d i n g i n t e r e s t but c o n ­
t a i n s good d e s c r i p t i v e m a t e r i a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c of the e a r l y d a n c e s 
in t h e v a l l e y : 

On the 10th of D e c e m b e r the boys r e c e i v e d i n v i t a t i o n s 
to a t t end a g r a n d ba l l to be g iven at the r a n c h of J a m e s C a r l e s , 
t h r e e m i l e s away . Though the snow w a s d e e p and the 
t h e r m o m e t e r r e g i s t e r i n g s o m e fif teen d e g r e e s be low 
z e r o , t h e b o y s w e r e t h e r e on t i m e . In l e s s t han an h o u r 
both f idd les w e r e tuned , and the d a n c e wen t on, though the 
f loor w a s rough . The t h e r m o m e t e r con t inued to go down, 
bu t t h e d a n c e k e p t u p . When m o r n i n g c a m e , it w a s too 
cold to s top d a n c i n g , so t hey d a n c e d a l l day . When n igh t 
c a m e aga in , it w a s about fo r ty d e g r e e s be low z e r o . T h e r e 
w a s a l a r g e f i r e p l a c e in one end of the b a l l r o o m , and the m e n 
took t u r n s chopping wood to k e e p the f i r e b u r n i n g . All 
bedd ing w a s u s e d to k e e p the f i d d l e r s and c h i l d r e n w a r m ; the 
r e s t had to dance o r f r e e z e . Whi l e one f idd le r w a s p l ay ing 
the o t h e r w a s w a r m i n g h i s f i n g e r s ; and t h e c o l d e r the 
w e a t h e r , the h a r d e r the c r o w d d a n c e d . By th i s t i m e the 
f loor w a s s m o o t h , but e v e r y b o d y ' s s h o e s w e r e about w o r n out , 
and even t h e bu t t ons b e g a n to l o o s e n f r o m t h e i r c lo th ing . 
The "High land F l i n g s , " P i g e o n W i n g s , " and o t h e r fancy 
s t e p s t a k e n , would h a v e m a d e a F r e n c h danc ing m a s t e r 
g r e e n w i th envy. The c a l l e r , w h o s e v o i c e w a s l ike a f o g - h o r n 
when he b e g a n to ca l l , had by t h i s t i m e dwind led to a h o a r s e 
squeak ; and t o w a r d the s e c o n d m o r n i n g the d a n c e s i m m e r e d 
down to a g r a n d r i g h t and left , a l l a r o u n d the r o o m . F i n a l l y 
t h e i r p r a y e r s w e r e h e a r d : the sou th wind c a m e , the w e a t h e r 
m o d e r a t e d , and t h e dance ended . 

When the m i s s i o n a r i e s r e t u r n e d h o m e , a f t e r enjoying 
t h e i r f i r s t dance in the land of the b e a r s they d e v o u r e d enough 
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food to feed a s m a l l a r m y , s topped up the s k u n k h o l e s , 
then went to bed, w h e r e they r e m a i n e d two days and 
n i g h t s . B e f o r e t hey had f a i r l y r e c o v e r e d f r o m t h e i r 
l a s t e n t e r t a i n m e n t a s t r a n g e r on s n o w s h o e s b r o u g h t 
i n v i t a t i o n s for t h e m to a t tend a n o t h e r g r a n d ba l l to 
be g iven at P a r i s , wh ich w a s to be cont inued a l l 
t h r o u g h the h o l i d a y s . The s u r p r i s e a l m o s t took t h e i r 
b r e a t h . They had a w e e k to ge t r e a d y , so dec ided to 

The nex t day they went to the canyon to get s l e i g h 
r u n n e r s . Whi le the cap t a in w a s fe l l ing a t r e e a l a r g e 
h e d g e - h o g d r o p p e d f r o m the top of the t r e e , and c a m e 
n e a r fa l l ing on the c a p t a i n ' s b a c k . None of the b o y s 
w e r e c a r p e n t e r s , n o r sons of c a r p e n t e r s though four 
days w e r e spent in m a k i n g e ight s l e i g h s , the b a l a n c e of 
the t i m e be ing occup ied in sewing on b u t t o n s , m e n d i n g 
c lo th ing and ge t t ing r e a d y to d a n c e for a whole w e e k . 
E a c h m i s s i o n a r y took two p a i r of s h o e s a long in c a s e of 
a n o t h e r cold s n a p . The boys had p len ty of s l e igh b e l l s 
and the day be fo re C h r i s t m a s they s t a r t e d to P a r i s . The 
snow w a s deep , and no t r a c k b r o k e n . All went we l l wi th 
t h e m unt i l they s t a r t e d to d e s c e n d a s t e e p h i l l . A bol t 
in the c a p t a i n ' s d o u b l e - t r e e s c o m m e n c e d to w o r k out . 
As he r e a c h e d f o r w a r d to p u s h it back , h i s s l e igh ended 
o v e r onto h i s t e a m , and a l m o s t s q u e e z e d the l i fe out of 
h i m . The s l e igh w a s l if ted back , and the c o m p a n y d r o v e 
on. The boys soon r e a c h e d the s i d e - h i l l c o u n t r y , and then 
t h e i r t r o u b l e b e g a n in e a r n e s t . The snow w a s bad ly d r i f t ed , 
and they soon d i s c o v e r e d tha t they had m a d e t h e i r s l e i g h 
too n a r r o w , a s we l l a s too s h o r t . F o r the next, e igh t m i l e s 
t h e i r s l e i g h s w e r e e i t h e r ending up , o r t ipping o v e r , and 
the b e s t p a r t of the day w a s spent in digging e a c h o t h e r out 
of t h e d e e p snow, and l i f t ing t h e i r soggy s l e i g h s off f r o m 
e a c h o t h e r . The r o a d f r o m F i s h Haven to P a r i s w a s good, 
and the l a t t e r p l a c e r e a c h e d about 5:00 p . m . 

The eight m i s s i o n a r i e s c a u s e d a s e n s a t i o n a s t hey d r o v e 
t h r o u g h town. J o e R ich , Nute A u s t i n , J a c k Sut ton, and 
o t h e r s m a d e fun for t h e c r o w d a s the m i s s i o n a r i e s p a s s e d 
by in a f u n e r a l - l i k e p r o c e s s i o n . Af ter the " P e a k e d Hat 
C o m p a n y " had thawed out, e a t en s u p p e r , and had a good 
n i g h t ' s r e s t , t hey w e r e r e a d y for any th ing . The c i ty w a s 
f i l led wi th s t r a n g e r s f r o m far and n e a r , who looked a s if 
t h e y had c o m e to have a good t i m e . The d a n c e w a s to t a k e 
p l a c e in David P . K i m b a l l ' s l a r g e and c o m m o d i o u s b a r n . 
The bu i ld ing w a s beau t i fu l ly d e c o r a t e d wi th r e d , 'white, and 
b lue b l a n k e t s . T h e r e w a s p l en ty of r o o m for t w e l v e s e t s 
to d a n c e , and the m u s i c w a s f i r s t - c l a s s . The c i t i z e n s of 
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P a r i s s p a r e d n e i t h e r t i m e n o r m o n e y to m a k e the ba l l 
a g r a n d s u c c e s s . At n ight a s m a n y a s t w e n t y - f i v e 
c a n d l e s •were b u r n i n g a t the s a m e t i m e . The f loor w a s 
a l i t t l e rough , but the Round V a l l e y boys w e r e a c c u s t o m e d 
to t ha t . When the d a n c e began , e v e r y b o d y had the s p i r i t 
of i t . The e ight m i s s i o n a r i e s w e r e i n t r o d u c e d to the 
g r e a t h u m o r i s t and a u t h o r of the " B e a r L a k e M o n s t e r " 
y a r n , J o s e p h Col ton R i c h , who, in r e t u r n , i n t r o d u c e d 
t h e m to a l l of h i s s i s t e r s . He p r o v e d to be v e r y m u c h 
of a g e n t l e m a n and w a s we l l p o s t e d on e v e r y t h i n g . He 
could a n s w e r any q u e s t i o n one could a s k h i m and m a n y 
th ings he a n s w e r e d wi thou t be ing a s k e d . He conf ident ly 
told how the b e l l e s of P a r i s had sen t a m a n on s n o w s h o e s 
to L o g a n a f te r the l a t e s t s t y l e s of d r e s s e s . How the m a n 
w a s caught in a b l i z z a r d on h i s r e t u r n t r i p , and had p a r t 
of the p a t t e r n blown away . He sa id t h a t e v e r y l ady who 
be longed to the " four h u n d r e d " of P a r i s had t h e i r d r e s s e s 
cut f r o m the p a r t t ha t w a s left and did not know the dif­
f e r e n c e . T h i s , he sa id , w a s to be kep t a s e c r e t un t i l 
a f te r the h o l i d a y s , so a s not to i n t e r f e r e wi th t h e i r 
en joymen t . 

The s p i r i t of d a n c e s e e m e d to be in the v e r y a i r , 
and one could not m e e t a p e r s o n on the s t r e e t who w a s 
not danc ing s o m e kind of a j i g . E v e n the l a d i e s at h o m e 
w e r e danc ing a r o u n d the s tove wh i l e cook ing , and one could 
not ea t a m e a l of v i c t u a l s wi thou t h e a r i n g a l l k i n d s of 
d a n c e e x p r e s s i o n s , s u c h a s , " P l e a s e swing the f r i ed f ish 
a r o u n d to t h i s c o r n e r , " o r " P l e a s e c r o s s the h o t c a k e s 
to the couple on the left , " and " P r o m e n a d e the m i n c e - p i e 
to the r i g h t hand lady , " and m a n y o t h e r e x p r e s s i o n s of a 
s i m i l a r n a t u r e . Sye E a r d l e y w a s l e a d e r of the b r a s s band 
and had taught the m e n who c o m p o s e d t h e band to p l ay 
s e v e r a l t u n e s , s u c h as "Beaut i fu l M o o n l i g h t , " "Beau t i fu l 
D r e a m e r , " " S t a r of the E v e n i n g , " and o t h e r n igh t p i e c e s 
w h i c h the band p l ayed in full b l a s t du r ing t h e day , wh i l e 
the d a n c e w a s kep t up a t n igh t . 

After the h o l i d a y s w e r e o v e r the " P e a k e d Hat C o m p a n y " 
r e t u r n e d h o m e , •well p l e a s e d 'with the r o y a l r e c e p t i o n t h e y 
had r e c e i v e d . 

About 1875 the L a t t e r - d a y Sain t C h u r c h -was e x e r t i n g p r e s s u r e 
to e l i m i n a t e round danc ing ( w a l t z e s , e t c . ) . The l e a d e r s no doubt 
fel t tha t the c l o s e p r o x i m i t y of the s e x e s would , in s o m e c a s e s , l e a d 
to evi l t h o u g h t s . E v e r y c h a n g e i s m a d e for a r e a s o n , and i t i s 
p o s s i b l e t h a t s o m e inc iden t p r o v o k e d t h i s new r u l i n g . On J a n u a r y 
29, 1876, in Stake P r i e s t h o o d Mee t ing C h a r l e s C, R i c h c o u n s e l e d 

the b i s h o p s to c a r r y out P r e s i d e n t Young ' s po l i cy and do away 
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7 wi th r o u n d danc ing e n t i r e l y . 

Th i s t h r e w a heavy b u r d e n upon the b i s h o p of e a c h w a r d a s 
he w a s p e r s o n a l l y r e s p o n s i b l e for the conduc t of a l l d a n c e s in 
h i s w a r d o r c o m m u n i t y , w h e t h e r s o m e o the r good m a n w a s in 
i m m e d i a t e c h a r g e o r not . Many peop l e had l e a r n e d to round 
dance and enjoyed it a g r e a t d e a l . Now it w a s -wrong. A s a g e n ­
e r a l r u l e , the b i s h o p s r e c e i v e d good s u p p o r t in t h i s r e g u l a t i o n 
f r o m t h e o lde r peop le , but the younger g r o u p w a s a l w a y s ag i t a t i ng 
for round d a n c e s . F i n a l l y a se t of r u l e s for g o v e r n i n g danc ing 
w a s d r a w n up and off ic ia l ly a c c e p t e d in Stake P r i e s t h o o d Mee t ing 
on J a n u a r y 3, 1880, by a u n a n i m o u s vo t e : ° 

R u l e s for danc ing a s s e m b l i e s in the B e a r L a k e S take of 
Z ion . 
1st : Our d a n c e s sha l l be conduc ted u n d e r the d i c t a t i on 

of the B i s h o p who wi l l be he ld r e s p o n s i b l e for the 
m a n n e r in wh ich d a n c e s a r e conduc ted in ou r r e s ­
p e c t i v e w a r d s . 

2nd: Our d a n c e s sha l l be c o m m e n c e d and c l o s e d wi th 
p r a y e r and sha l l not be con t inued l a t e r than twe lve 
o ' c l o c k . 

3 rd : We -will not p r a c t i c e w a l t z e s o r any o t h e r round d a n c e s 
in our a s s e m b l i e s . 

4th: P e r s o n s danc ing out of t u r n sha l l be c o n s i d e r e d v i o l ­
a t o r s of good o r d e r and m a y be r e q u e s t e d to r e t i r e 
and if p e r s i s t e n t m a y be e j e c t e d . 

5th: We wi l l not u s e l i q u o r in our a s s e m b l i e s n o r suffer 
any p e r s o n i n e b r i a t e d to p a r t i c i p a t e in the d a n c e s . 

6th: Swinging wi th one a r m a r o u n d the l a d i e s [ s i c ] •waist 
sha l l not be p e r m i t t e d in ou r a s s e m b l i e s . 

7th: To swing a l ady m o r e than once a g a i n s t h e r wi l l 
sha l l be c o n s i d e r e d u n g e n t l e m a n l y . To swing m o r e 
than tw ice u n d e r any c i r c u m s t a n c e s sha l l be c o n ­
s i d e r e d d i s o r d e r l y and if p e r s i s t e d in t h e of fender 
m a y be r e q u e s t e d to r e t i r e and if n e c e s s a r y m a y be 
e j ec t ed p e r f o r c e . 

8th: Club d a n c e s o r d a n c e s go t t en up to m a k e m o n e y wi l l 
not be c o u n t e n a n c e d u n l e s s s p e c i a l l y o r d e r e d by the 
p r e s i d e n c y o r b i s h o p s . 
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By 1881 t h e r e w a s s o m e d i s c o n t e n t a m o n g the peop l e who 
wan ted round d a n c e s . P r e s i d e n t Budge , in a n s w e r to a q u e s t i o n 
in S take Mee t ing , sa id t ha t he thought the b i s h o p s should ge t a long 
wi thou t r o u n d d a n c e s if p o s s i b l e , a s to h a v e t h e m w a s c o n t r a r y to 
the w i s h e s of the C h u r c h P r e s i d e n c y . The m e e t i n g vo ted and 
adopted the s a m e r u l e s a s b e f o r e , which p r o h i b i t e d any round 
d a n c e s . 

One way to k e e p o b e d i e n c e to the r u l e s w a s to be s e l e c t i v e 
a s to the p a r t i c i p a n t s . Al l p a r t i e s w e r e to be i n v i t a t i o n a l a f f a i r s , 
for the h a l l s u s u a l l y c o u l d not a c c o m m o d a t e the who le c o m m u n i t y . 
A l i s t of the n a m e s of t h o s e w h o m it w a s in tended to inv i t e w a s to 
be presented to t h e b i s h o p for h i s a c c e p t a n c e . ' 

By 1882 P r e s i d e n t Budge a n n o u n c e d tha t P r e s i d e n t T a y l o r had 
e x p r e s s e d a d e s i r e to have no round d a n c e s ; but , if t he peop l e d e ­
s i r e d , one o r two e a c h evening would be p e r m i s s i b l e . 1 U The p r e s ­
s u r e and i n s i s t e n c e for round d a n c e s by a few p e o p l e w a s r e c o g n i z e d , 
and it 'was s t a t e d tha t if they did not ge t t h i s kind of d a n c i n g in publ ic 
they would ge t up p r i v a t e d a n c e s . P r e s i d e n t J . H. H a r t w a s d e c i d ­
edly in favor of c a r r y i n g ou t the r u l e s a l r e a d y adop ted , h o w e v e r , 
say ing tha t " t he fee l ings wh ich shou ld g o v e r n the b i s h o p s and h e a d s 
of f a m i l i e s should be , ' l e t o t h e r s do a s t hey wi l l but for m e and m y 

10 h o u s e we wi l l s e r v e the L o r d . ' " By a vo te t a k e n t h e r e w a s s t i l l 
to b e no round danc ing in the B e a r L a k e S take of Zion. E a c h y e a r 
in the fall a d i s c u s s i o n would e n s u e a s to the danc ing r u l e s and e a c h 
y e a r the P r i e s t h o o d would vo te to con t inue the s a m e r u l e s . 

Af te r the c o m p l e t i o n of the r a i l r o a d t h r o u g h the v a l l e y in 1884, 
i t c e a s e d to be e n t i r e l y c o n t r o l l e d by the L a t t e r - d a y S a i n t s . Mon t ­
p e l i e r had b e c o m e an i m p o r t a n t r a i l r o a d t e r m i n a l . A town w a s bu i l t 
down by t h e t r a c k s w h i c h b e c a m e known a s "Downtown" o r " W e s t " 
M o n t p e l i e r . The " M o r m o n " p a r t , w h i c h w a s s e p a r a t e d by an open 
s p a c e f r o m " W e s t " M o n t p e l i e r , w a s known a s "Up town" o r " E a s t " 
M o n t p e l i e r . The Gen t i l e p a r t of the town began hav ing d a n c e s t h a t 
w e r e open to e v e r y o n e . Of c o u r s e t h e r e w e r e p l e n t y of r o u n d d a n c e s , 
Th i s b e g a n to a t t r a c t t he young p e o p l e f r o m the " M o r m o n " p a r t of 
town, as w e l l a s t h o s e f r o m o t h e r s e t t l e m e n t s . D r . E z r a C. R i c h 
s a i d tha t he v i s i t e d t h e s e and w a s d i s c i p l i n e d b e f o r e t h e C h u r c h w a r d 
for u n r u l y conduc t . 

In M a r c h of 1887 B i s h o p W. L, R i c h of M o n t p e l i e r r e a d an 
e x c e r p t in S take P r i e s t h o o d M e e t i n g w r i t t e n by P r e s i d e n t John 
T a y l o r p e r m i t t i n g one o r two round d a n c e s of an e v e n i n g , 1 2 He 
w a s e n d e a v o r i n g to ge t p e r m i s s i o n to a l low one o r two in h i s w a r d , 
but the p r i e s t h o o d con t inued to s u s t a i n the old r u l e s . 
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By the fall of tha t y e a r the c o m p l e t e c o n t r o l of the d a n c e 
a m o n g the L a t t e r - d a y Sain t peop le b e g a n to be l o s t by the e c c l e s ­
i a s t i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s . A d a n c e ha l l w a s bu i l t by s o m e of the L a t t e r -
day Saint m e n in E a s t M o n t p e l i e r , 'where it w a s to be r u n f r e e 
f r o m the d i c t a t e s of the b i s h o p . The m e n p r o m i s e d , h o w e v e r , to 
c l o s e a t m i d n i g h t and p r o h i b i t i n tox ica t ing l i q u o r s on the p r e m ­
i s e s . A f a i r l y t ight g r i p w a s held on o t h e r s e t t l e m e n t s un t i l 
a f t e r the t u r n of the c e n t u r y . 

The b i s h o p of M o n t p e l i e r w a s g iven p e r m i s s i o n to u s e h i s own 
d i s c r e t i o n and have s o m e round d a n c e s if he felt t ha t it would k e e p 

13 h i s young peop l e in b e t t e r e n v i r o n m e n t and u n d e r b e t t e r c o n t r o l . 
St . C h a r l e s W a r d w a s a l s o having i t s d i f f icu l t i es wi th the r o u n d 
d a n c e b e c a u s e t h e r e •were so m a n y S c a n d i n a v i a n s who had r o u n d -
d a n c e d a l l t h e i r l i v e s in the "o ld" c o u n t r i e s . ^ 

Then at B e r n t h e r e w e r e the Swis s peop le , s o m e of w h o m had 
newly a r r i v e d . On one o c c a s i o n they put on the p l a y W i l l i a m T e l l 
in P a r i s . S ince the p lay w a s to l a s t only un t i l t en a t n ight , t h e y had 
m a d e a r r a n g e m e n t s to u s e the ha l l for danc ing a f t e r w a r d s . When 
they b e g a n to round d a n c e the sher i f f m a d e a m o v e to s top t h e m . 
He w a s told tha t m a n y of t h e m did not know how to s q u a r e d a n c e 
a s ye t , so wi th s p e c i a l p e r m i s s i o n they w e r e p e r m i t t e d to p r o c e e d 
un t i l twe lve m i d n i g h t . *•-> 

F i n a l l y , by 1888, P r e s i d e n t Budge announced in c o n f e r e n c e 
t h a t p e r m i s s i o n w a s g iven to have one o r two round d a n c e s of an 
evening if t he b i s h o p s felt so inc l ined , a l though it w a s not a d v i s e d . 
It w a s hoped t h a t the young peop l e would no t t a k e a d v a n t a g e of the 
l i b e r t y g iven . •*•" The P r i e s t h o o d f inal ly s t r u c k out Ru le T h r e e p e r ­
t a in ing to no round d a n c e s . '•' 

The d e s i r e tha t young peop le not t a k e a d v a n t a g e of the l i b e r t y 
g iven w a s not e n t i r e l y fulfi l led, s i n c e l a t e r on the young fe l lows 
l e a r n e d how to ge t a r o u n d i t . Many of the w a r d h a l l s w e r e s m a l l 
and only a d o z e n coup le s o r so could d a n c e at a t i m e . A s a r e s u l t 
i t w a s n e c e s s a r y to have the t i c k e t s n u m b e r e d and to ca l l out the 
n u m b e r s for e a c h d a n c e . F o r e x a m p l e , a l l m e n hold ing n u m b e r s 
one to twe lve would d a n c e ; then t h o s e f r o m t h i r t e e n to t w e n t y - f o u r 
would d a n c e the nex t t i m e . Often i t w a s n e c e s s a r y to have s i x 
w a l t z e s in an evening in o r d e r to g ive e a c h p e r s o n one o r two d a n c e s , 
Some of the young fe l lows caugh t on to buying an e x t r a t i c k e t o r two . 
In t h i s way t h e i r w a l t z i n g w a s c o r r e s p o n d i n g l y i n c r e a s e d . 1° 

The s e r i o u s n e s s wi th w h i c h P r e s i d e n t Budge took the a d v i c e 
of the C h u r c h P r e s i d e n c y , preferriing no round d a n c e s , i s i l l u s t r a t e d 
t h r o u g h an e x p e r i e n c e wi th h i s own c h i l d r e n . S o m e of t h e m w e r e 
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a t a d a n c e one even ing when t h e r u l e a g a i n s t t he round d a n c e w a s 
b r o k e n . One of the g i r l s t u r n e d to h e r b r o t h e r O l ive r and sa id , 
"What sha l l we do? Shal l we walk o u t ? " Af ter a c o n s u l t a t i o n 
they a l l d e c i d e d it would be b e s t to s t a y but not to d a n c e . The 
nex t m o r n i n g P r e s i d e n t Budge a s k e d h i s d a u g h t e r , " W e r e you a t 
the dance l a s t n i g h t ? " " Y e s S i r ! " "Did you w a l t z ? " "No , s i r . " 
"Why d idn ' t you get up and walk o u t ? " "We t a lked it o v e r and 
d e c i d e d it would be b e t t e r not to . " P r e s i d e n t Budge nex t c a l l e d on 
J e s s e and r e c e i v e d the s a m e a n s w e r s . J u s t a s he w a s l e av ing 
he m e t h i s son F r a n k . " W e r e you a t the d a n c e l a s t n i g h t ? " "No, 
s i r ! " "Wel l , if you had been , you would h a v e been j u s t a s bad a s 
the o t h e r s . " *• ' 

Some of the young peop le of the d i f fe ren t w a r d s b e g a n to p lan 
s e c r e t p r i v a t e p a r t i e s w h e r e they would no t be so c l o s e l y w a t c h e d 
and could wa l t z a l l even ing . Often they would be a s s i s t e d by one o r 
two o l d e r p e o p l e . In L i b e r t y w a s a m a n , C h a r l e s B r o w n , who did 
not ge t a long wi th the b i s h o p of the w a r d . (After r e c e i v i n g t i t l e 
to h is l and he would not deed the s q u a t t e r s t h e i r p o r t i o n . ) M r . 
B r o w n h i r e d an o r c h e s t r a f r o m M o n t p e l i e r and inv i ted a few young 
peop le to c o m e to a d a n c e in h i s b a r n f r e e of c h a r g e . F o r a t i m e 
t h e s e d a n c e s w e r e qui te a r e g u l a r a f fa i r . B e c a u s e it w a s m u c h 
a g a i n s t the w i s h e s of t h e i r p a r e n t s , t h o s e who a t t ended had to 

20 
" s n e a k ou t" unbeknown to t h e m . M r . B r o w n had been e x c o m m u n ­
i c a t e d f r o m the C h u r c h at tha t p a r t i c u l a r t i m e and thus could suffer 
no f u r t h e r p e n a l t y . 

On e v e r y ho l iday a c h i l d r e n ' s d a n c e would be he ld in n e a r l y 
e v e r y w a r d . If the P r i m a r y o r g a n i z a t i o n w a s funct ioning, i t would 
be u n d e r t h e i r d i r e c t a u s p i c e s . T h o s e d a n c e s w e r e held in the 
a f t e r n o o n , and the t i c k e t s w e r e n e a r l y a l w a y s pa id for w i th s o m e 
p r o d u c t f r o m the f a r m . W i l l i a m J„ Kunz f r o m B e r n had four eggs 
wi th w h i c h to buy h i s t i c k e t to a d a n c e in t h e Ovid W a r d H a l l . He 
got on h i s m u l e , then put the s a c k of eggs in h i s f ront p o c k e t . When 
he got t h e r e he d i s c o v e r e d tha t h i s eggs w e r e b r o k e n . He fel t t e r r i ­
b le b e c a u s e t h i s w a s to be a big day in h i s young l i f e . H a r d w o r k 
w a s t h e r u l e , and h o l i d a y s and a m u s e m e n t s w e r e s c a r c e . Now he 
did not have the p r i c e of a d m i s s i o n . He s t a y e d o u t s i d e fee l ing b lue 
un t i l one of t h e adu l t s saw h i m and i n q u i r e d why he did not c o m e in . 
His exp l ana t i on suff iced and he w a s soon enjoying the d a n c e . H i s 
day w a s a b ig s u c c e s s . 

At the c l o s e of 1900 p a r t of the b i s h o p s in the s t a k e p e r m i t t e d 
w a l t z e s and p a r t did not . T h i s p o s e d a p r o b l e m tha t had to be 
r e m e d i e d in l a t e r y e a r s , for the young p e o p l e w e r e f locking to t h o s e 
w a r d s w h e r e w a l t z e s w e r e p e r m i t t e d . In s u c h w a r d s e a c h p e r s o n 
w a s a l lowed two w a l t z e s p e r even ing and a con t inua l p r e s s u r e for 

2 ? m o r e w a s e x e r t e d . In w a r d s s u c h a s P a r i s Second W a r d and 
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L i b e r t y W a r d , the m e m b e r s w e r e s t i l l e x e r t i n g p r e s s u r e on 
t h e i r b i s h o p s to l e t t h e m have the two round d a n c e s tha t o t h e r 
w a r d s w e r e a l lowed . 

The L i q u o r P r o b l e m 

B e a r L a k e Va l l ey w a s s e t t l e d b e f o r e the " W o r d of W i s d o m " 
had c r y s t a l i z e d to the ex ten t tha t it h a s today . Many of the o l d e r 
peop le had f o r m e d h a b i t s of d r i n k i n g and s m o k i n g b e f o r e jo in ing 
the C h u r c h . They r e c a l l e d tha t the Word of W i s d o m w a s g iven 
"not by way of c o m m a n d m e n t o r c o n s t r a i n t . . . ." A l s o , in 
t h o s e d a y s , l i q u o r w a s u s e d a s a m e d i c i n e for n e a r l y e v e r y a i l m e n t . 

S o m e of the peop l e w e r e s low to c a s t off t h e s e h a b i t s , a l though 
they w e r e of good m o r a l c h a r a c t e r . Many had c o m e f r o m fo re ign 
c o u n t r i e s w h e r e t h e r e w a s no p a r t i c u l a r s t i g m a a t t a c h e d to d r i n k ­
ing . O t h e r s had b e e n r a i s e d on the A m e r i c a n f r o n t i e r , w h e r e 
d r i n k and r o u g h n e s s w e r e the r u l e r a t h e r t han t h e e x c e p t i o n . E v e n 
m a n y who had b e e n r a i s e d wi th in the fold of the C h u r c h had a l w a y s 
l ived on the f r o n t i e r w h e r e they w e r e in f luenced by " o u t s i d e " c o n ­
t a c t s . When m e n w e r e f r e i g h t i n g into the v a l l e y f r o m E v a n s t o n 
be fo re the r a i l r o a d c a m e , it w a s often a diff icult job to k e e p w a r m . 
The dead of w i n t e r w a s s o m e t i m e s fo r ty d e g r e e s be low z e r o . 
Oftent ime s a bo t t l e of w h i s k y would be t a k e n along to he lp t h e m k e e p 
f r o m f r e e z i n g . 

Such u s e s m a y a l s o have he lped a n u m b e r of the young fe l lows 
to a c q u i r e a l ik ing for l i q u o r . The C h u r c h a u t h o r i t i e s w e r e r a t h e r 
e a s y on the young fe l lows , in m o s t c a s e s , a l though if they a t t a i n e d 
any d e g r e e of d r u n k e n n e s s , they w e r e expe l l ed f r o m the d a n c e s and 
had to offer a p o l o g i e s in p r i e s t h o o d m e e t i n g s . 4 S t i l l , m a n y of the 
young fe l lows d r a n k a l i t t l e , e s p e c i a l l y b e f o r e going to a d a n c e . 
O u t s i d e of the r u l e a g a i n s t round d a n c e s , the r u l e a g a i n s t l i q u o r w a s 
p e r h a p s the m o s t diff icult to k e e p and the one tha t w a s m o s t c o n t i n ­
ua l l y s t r e s s e d . 

Af ter the c o m i n g of the r a i l r o a d , t he young fe l lows would o c c a s ­
iona l ly " s n e a k " out and go to s o m e d a n c e ha l l and s a l o o n in " D o w n ­
town" M o n t p e l i e r . At one t i m e t h r e e sons of one of the s t a k e o f f i c e r s 
w a i t e d un t i l t hey w e r e s u r e t h e i r f a t h e r w a s a s l e e p ; then t h e y c r e p t out 
to t h e b a r n , w h e r e t hey got t h e i r s a d d l e h o r s e s and r o d e to M o n t p e l i e r . 
T h e r e t h e y a t t e n d e d a d a n c e in the Gen t i l e s e c t i o n of the town. Many 
y e a r s a f t e r w a r d s one of t h e m sa id "by 3:00 a . m . we w e r e danc ing 
on the t a b l e s . " 2 6 

The young peop le w e r e not a l w a y s caught , but w h e n e v e r they w e r e 
i t m e a n t an apology , u s u a l l y fol lowed by " u n a n i m o u s l y be ing f o r -



- 1 1 3 -

g iven . " When it c a m e to the o l d e r c h u r c h m e m b e r s , t he 
" b r e t h r e n " w e r e not a l w a y s so fo rg iv ing , a l though a l l t r i a l s w e r e 
conduc ted in a s p i r i t of good wil l and d e s i r e for the b e t t e r m e n t of 
the a c c u s e d . P a t i e n c e w a s e x e r c i s e d , and t h e offending b r o t h e r 
w a s e x c o m m u n i c a t e d f r o m the C h u r c h only if, a f t e r due t i m e , he 
did not r e p e n t . 

At one t i m e one of the h igh s t a k e o f f i ce r s w a s to be t r i e d for 
d r i n k i n g and p r o f a n i t y . F o r s o m e r e a s o n he did no t a p p e a r for 
t r i a l . The High Counci l p r o c e e d e d to hold c o u r t wi thou t h i m , and 
a d e c i s i o n to d i s f e l l o w s h i p h i m w a s g iven . At the n e x t m o n t h l y 
m e e t i n g he a p p e a r e d and p led h i s c a s e . P e r t a i n i n g to h i s p ro f an i t y , 
the off ic ial s t a t e d t h a t he n e v e r d id p r o f a n e e x c e p t w h e n he got 
d r u n k . After due c o n s i d e r a t i o n he w a s r e s t o r e d to full f e l l o w s h i p . 
His r e p e n t e n c e w a s s i n c e r e and he he ld h i s p o s i t i o n for a n u m b e r 
of y e a r s t h e r e a f t e r . 

T h i s w a s not the only c a s e in w h i c h one of the a u t h o r i t i e s found 
need for r e p e n t a n c e . A c o u n s e l o r in the F i r s t S take P r e s i d e n c y 
w a s l a t e r e x c o m m u n i c a t e d for d r i n k i n g . St i l l l a t e r he b e c a m e a t e e ­
t o t a l e r , w a s r e - a d m i t t e d in to the C h u r c h , and a g a i n b e c a m e v e r y 
i n f luen t i a l . One m a n w a s s u s p e n d e d f r o m be ing w a r d c l e r k of P a r i s 
F i r s t W a r d un t i l s u c h t i m e a s he could " e s t a b l i s h s a t i s f a c t i o n , " to 
the b i s h o p and to the p r i e s t h o o d q u o r u m tha t he had e n t i r e l y quit 
d r i n k i n g . He a s k e d for f o r g i v e n e s s , wh ich w a s g r a n t e d ; but t h e 
s u s p e n s i o n h e l d . The b i s h o p i n s t r u c t e d the w a r d t e a c h e r s to " b r i n g 
up e v e r y o n e of t h o s e who had b e e n d r i n k i n g . " ' 

H e z e k i a h Duffin a t one t i m e w a s b r o u g h t to t r i a l for s e l l i n g 
l i q u o r . At h i s t r i a l he sa id tha t he w a s gu i l ty bu t t h a t he had t r i e d 
to k e e p it out of the h a n d s of b o y s . He con t inued t h a t if he had done 
any w r o n g he w a s s o r r y for i t and would be gu ided in h i s " f u t u r e 
a c t i o n s by t h e c o u n s e l of the b r e t h r e n . " He k e p t h i s w o r d and 
l a t e r b e c a m e a use fu l m e m b e r of the S take High C o u n c i l . About 
ten y e a r s a f te r h i s own t r i a l , he w a s on the High Counc i l when 
a n o t h e r c a s e for s e l l i ng l i q u o r w a s t r i e d . He e x p r e s s e d h i m s e l f 
a s fee l ing a l i t t l e d e l i c a t e about p r e s s i n g j u d g m e n t , s i n c e he could 
r e c a l l when he had so ld i t h imse l f , a l t hough he had t r i e d to be v e r y 
p a r t i c u l a r . 31 

F o r m a n y y e a r s t h e r e w a s no s a l o o n a t a l l in t h e B e a r L a k e 
V a l l e y . Dur ing t h i s t i m e one e x i s t e d for a s h o r t t i m e at Soda 
S p r i n g s , about fo r ty m i l e s n o r t h , but i t w a s p r e s s u r e d out of 

32 
b u s i n e s s . The l e a d i n g b r e t h r e n cou ld no t u n d e r s t a n d w h e r e the 
l i quor w a s c o m i n g f r o m . At one t i m e in P r i e s t h o o d M e e t i n g the 
q u e s t i o n w a s a s k e d w h e t h e r it w a s c o m i n g f r o m E v a n s t o n w i th the 
m a i l . The m a i l m a n , E l d e r W a l t e r Hoge , who w a s p r e s e n t s a id 
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tha t he had been b r i n g i n g it in, but if they d i d n ' t want h i m to he 
•would qui t . 

D u r i n g the e a r l y y e a r s no m e m b e r of the L a t t e r - d a y Saint 
C h u r c h opened a sa loon , ye t now and then one would ge t l i quo r f r o m 
s o m e w h e r e and " c a r e f u l l y " s e l l it out . In 1873 B i s h o p G e o r g e 
O s m o n d of B l o o m i n g t o n announced tha t he w a s going to d i s f e l l o w s h i p 
" b r e t h r e n " who p e r s i s t e d in b r i n g i n g l i q u o r in to s e l l and w i s h e d 
the " b r e t h r e n " would s u s t a i n h i m in t h i s . P r e s i d e n t W e l k e r of the 
T e a c h e r s Q u o r u m a r o s e and s u p p o r t e d the b i s h o p in t h i s p r o p o s a l . 
He p r o b a b l y could s e e the e v i l s of i t b e t t e r than m a n y b e c a u s e he 
had b e c o m e s o m e w h a t a d d i c t e d to the hab i t . He i n d i c a t e d tha t he 
thought t hey should be p a r t i c u l a r to k e e p i t away f r o m the young 
f e l l o w s . 33 

The Coming of S a l o o n s . In 1881 a Gen t i l e p u r c h a s e d s o m e l and 
in P a r i s and bu i l t a s a l o o n . No town in t h e v a l l e y had been i n c o r ­
p o r a t e d a t t h i s t i m e , and l o c a l g o v e r n m e n t w a s s t i l l p r i n c i p a l l y 
a d m i n i s t e r e d by the C h u r c h a u t h o r i t i e s . Al l n e c e s s a r y town b u s i n e s s 
w a s done t h r o u g h the b i s h o p . B e c a u s e the b i s h o p r i c o r p r i e s t h o o d 
q u o r u m could not p a s s c iv ic o r d i n a n c e s to k e e p s a l o o n s out, it had 
to be done t h r o u g h p r e s s u r e . T h i s p r e s s u r e began on the " M o r m o n " 
who sold the l and on wh ich the sa loon w a s e r e c t e d , F . Wi lcox w a s 
t r i e d in t h e B i s h o p ' s c o u r t for s e l l i ng l and upon w h i c h a sa loon w a s 
c o n s t r u c t e d , and w a s d i s f e l l o w s h i p e d f r o m the C h u r c h . 34 The nex t 
s t e p w a s to d i s c u s s the m a t t e r in Stake P r i e s t h o o d M e e t i n g . The 
e v i l s of a sa loon w e r e a h a n d i c a p to any s e t t l e m e n t . One s t a t e m e n t 
m a d e i s i n d i c a t i v e of p r e v a i l i n g s e n t i m e n t : "We shou ld shun the 
sa loon and l e t it s e v e r e l y a lone and if we m u s t have l i quo r it would 
be fa r b e t t e r to send to E v a n s t o n o r to the s t a t e s for i t if n e c e s s a r y . "** 

T h i s w a s not the f i r s t a t t e m p t tha t had been m a d e to e s t a b l i s h a 
s a loon in the v a l l e y , a s the D e s e r e t News in Augus t of 1882, in c o m ­
m e n t i n g upon how ind ignan t the r e s p e c t a b l e c i t i z e n s of the p l a c e w e r e , 
m e n t i o n e d tha t p r e v i o u s a t t e m p t s to e s t a b l i s h a p l a c e of t ha t k ind in 
P a r i s had fa i l ed . 35 The c h u r c h con t inued to fight a g a i n s t s a l o o n s , 
a l t hough s o m e peop le in the town a r g u e d tha t i t w a s no u s e for the 
p e o p l e to o p p o s e i t b e c a u s e s a l o o n s w e r e p e r m i t t e d in Sal t L a k e and 
o t h e r L a t t e r - d a y Sa in t t o w n s . P r e s i d e n t Budge c o n s i d e r e d th i s no 
a r g u m e n t at a l l . " T h e s a m e s t and we have t a k e n a g a i n s t round 
d a n c e s -we can and ought to t a k e a g a i n s t s a l o o n s and if we a r e a l l 
of a m i n d it wi l l p r o v e a p r o f i t l e s s u n d e r t a k i n g to r u n a sa loon . " 
T h e b i s h o p s and t h e i r c o u n s e l o r s w e r e to v i s i t a m o n g the p e o p l e , 
u r g i n g a un i t ed ac t i on a g a i n s t the s a loon . 

D u r i n g th i s s a m e w i n t e r a n o t h e r s a loon w a s e s t a b l i s h e d . J a m e s 
B a t e m a n of B l o o m i n g t o n had sold a p i e c e of g r o u n d to M r . A. P o r t e r . 
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Mr. Bateman was called before his pr iesthood quorum to account 
for his act ions . He said that he did not know the land was to be 
used for such a purpose, but from the evidence presented it was 
ruled that he must humble himself, make a public confession and 
ask forgiveness of the people. " 

By the spring of 1883 both saloons were out of bus iness . One 
of the owners had got into some sor t of t rouble and public sent iment 
was strongly against him. He was glad to close "because he had 
to. " The other saloon was being run by two young fellows. They 
had done fairly well during the winter; but they went away in March, 
"leaving the whisky b a r r e l s to take ca re of themse lves , which they 
did until about two o'clock in the morning on March tenth when they 
took f i re . " There were r u m o r s in the air as to what happened 
or who did it; the mys t e ry was never solved. 

In 1882 as the building of the ra i l road began, many Gentiles 
came into town. As with all ra i l road t e rmina l s in those ear ly 
days, "the coming of the ra i l road" brought with it all types of cha r ­
a c t e r s , both good and bad. During the winter of 1883 J. M. Phelps 
sold some land in Montpelier to a Gentile who built a saloon upon 
it, located near the ra i l road station. It was too late , of course , 
to get rid of the saloon but Mr. Phelps was disfellowshiped until 
he "humbles himself before the Lord, makes a public confession 

39 of his sin, and says he is s o r r y for what he had done. " This was 
the beginning of saloons along the ra i l road line through the Bear 
Lake Valley. Although the Church endeavored to keep them down, 
it was always possible thereaf ter to buy l iquor somewhere along the 
l ine. 

Mr. Edward Tullidge writ ing in 1889 stated: 

Up to the advent of the ra i l road the moral i ty of the 
people was s t r ic t ly in accord with the teaching of their 
rel igion. There a re a few places on the line of the r a i l ­
road where whisky is sold, o therwise it cannot be obtained 
in the county. Till the las t few y e a r s , a jai l did not exist 
and there was no need for it. 

But the Church still had a good hold on the saloon situation in 
the heavily proport ioned "Mormon" communi t ies . In 1891 the P a r i s 
Liquor Saloon closed its doors . This was about the fifth at tempt 
and the fifth failure of a saloon to function the re successfully for 
any length of t ime, ^1 

Three yea r s l a t e r the r eco rds show that Mr. Jacobson, a 
Gentile, who functioned as a sor t of a physician, was running a 
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" d r u g " s t o r e in P a r i s . He s e e m s to have been doing qu i te a 
l i t t l e l i q u o r b u s i n e s s a l s o , in fact , m o r e b u s i n e s s t han he w a s 
doing in the d rug l i n e . Since h i s l o c a t i o n w a s in the f i r s t w a r d , 
a d e l e g a t i o n u n d e r B i s h o p W e s t v i s i t e d h i m and r e q u e s t e d h i m not 
to s e l l to t h o s e who p e r s i s t in ge t t ing d runk and to b o y s . M r . 
J a c o b s e n s a i d i t w a s h i s only s o u r c e of r e v e n u e and he w a s going 
to do j u s t a s he had done in the p a s t . P r e s i d e n t J a m e s H. H a r t 
e x p r e s s e d h i s c o n t e m p t for a p e r s o n who would go a g a i n s t t h e e x ­
p r e s s e d d e s i r e s of a c o m m u n i t y . He felt tha t the peop le should 
w i t h d r a w a l l of t h e i r b u s i n e s s f r o m h i s d rug s t o r e and m e d i c a l 
p r a c t i c e . The Stake P r i e s t h o o d p a s s e d a r e s o l u t i o n to u s e " e v e r y 
lawful m e a n s " to s u p p r e s s h is l i q u o r t r a f f i c a s it w a s "a pub l ic 
n u i s a n c e and d e m o r a l i z i n g to the c o m m u n i t y . " 

T h e r e i s no f u r t h e r accoun t of L . P . J a c o b s e n ' s d rug s t o r e , 
but the fol lowing y e a r a m e m b e r of the L a t t e r - d a y Saint C h u r c h 
w a s runn ing a " d r u g " s t o r e and se l l i ng l i q u o r . 43 f j e had b e e n 
se l l i ng it for qui te s o m e t i m e , and he had been t r i e d in the B i s h o p ' s 
C o u r t , w h e r e he w a s d i s f e l l o w s h i p p e d . L a t e r , he w a s r e s t o r e d 
to f e l lowsh ip but con t inued to s e l l l i q u o r . He w a s aga in d i s f e l l o w ­
sh ipped and h i s c a s e w a s r e f e r r e d to the High Counc i l . He w a s 
now runn ing a " d r u g " s t o r e , w h e r e he c l a i m e d tha t he sold l i quo r 
only for " m e d i c i n a l " p u r p o s e s o r to " r e s p e c t a b l e " p e o p l e . P r i ­
va te ly , t h i s m a n had sa id tha t he w a s n ' t going to quit s e l l i ng l i quo r 
b e c a u s e he could not afford to l o s e $2 . 50 p e r day. St i l l he p r o m ­
i s e d the High Counci l tha t he would quit a s soon a s he sold the 
n ine ty g a l l o n s he had on hand . H o w e v e r , t h i s w a s a d i f fe ren t n ine ty 
g a l l o n s f r o m t h o s e he had on hand when he m a d e the s a m e p r o m i s e 
b e f o r e . 

T h i s p e r s o n w a s s u m m a r i l y e x c o m m u n i c a t e d f r o m the C h u r c h , 
even though h i s ob j ec t i ons w e r e s t r o n g : "I ob jec t to be ing cut off 
f r o m the C h u r c h for s e l l i ng l i q u o r for ' m e d i c i n a l ' p u r p o s e s or 
k e e p i n g a d rug s t o r e . . . . " He m a y have thought to l e s s e n the 
ev i l of h i s b u s i n e s s by d i lu t ing h i s p r o d u c t . He told J . S. P r i c e 
t ha t the c o u r t h o u s e p u m p (it w a s r i gh t a c r o s s the s t r e e t f r o m h i s 
d r u g s t o r e ) had b r o u g h t h i m h u n d r e d s of d o l l a r s . " 

By 1900 only two towns in the v a l l e y -were i n c o r p o r a t e d , P a r i s 
and M o n t p e l i e r . The o t h e r s s t i l l had noth ing but s o c i a l p r e s s u r e 
to c o n t r o l s a l o o n s . D u r i n g t h i s y e a r a s a loon w a s opened in St . 
C h a r l e s . The c i t i z e n s sen t out w o r d tha t they d e s i r e d t h e a s s i s ­
t a n c e of t h e i r n e i g h b o r i n g w a r d s in t h e i r e f for t s to s t a m p out the 
s a loon . 

The l i q u o r p r o b l e m -went t h r o u g h a s t a t e of change b e t w e e n 
the f i r s t y e a r s of s e t t l e m e n t and the t u r n of the c e n t u r y . In m o s t 
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c a s e s the C h u r c h w a s m u c h m o r e t o l e r a n t wi th a p e r s o n ' s d r i n k i n g , 
u n l e s s it w a s a p e r s o n holding an i m p o r t a n t p o s i t i o n . T h e r e a p p e a r s 
to have been a p e r i o d d u r i n g the f i r s t few y e a r s w h e n l i quor w a s 
not m u c h of a p r o b l e m . But t h i s m a y be due to the s c a r ­
c i ty of r e c o r d s , or, p e r h a p s , a s c a r c i t y of l i q u o r . The m i d d l e 
p e r i o d w a s a p e r i o d when the a u t h o r i t i e s w e r e not a l w a y s s p e a k i n g 
a g a i n s t t he ev i l s of d r i n k i n g , but p a r t of t h e t i m e a g a i n s t the ev i l s 
of d r i n k i n g too m u c h . 

In the 1870 ' s the b r e t h r e n s o m e t i m e s a s k e d f o r g i v e n e s s for 
45 d r i n k i n g too m u c h l i q u o r . In 1882 it had been sa id tha t if t h e r e 

m u s t be l iquor it would be b e t t e r to get it f r o m E v a n s t o n o r f r o m 
the e a s t . T h i s i nd i ca t ed s o m e t o l e r a n c e of i t s u s e - - n o t , h o w e v e r , 
b e c a u s e of the l ack of evi l r e s u l t s but b e c a u s e of the -weakness of 
s o m e of the p e o p l e . As l a t e a s 1885 P r e s i d e n t Budge s t a t e d tha t 
i t w a s a n e c e s s a r y p r e c a u t i o n tha t a l coho l did not " fa l l into the 
h a n d s of t h o s e who m a k e an i m p r o p e r u s e of i t , " " In 1887 the 
C h u r c h ' s a t t i t ude w a s e x p r e s s e d by P r e s i d e n t Budge when he s a id : 
"In the p u r c h a s e and u s e of s t r o n g d r i n k -we m u s t g u a r d a g a i n s t i t . 
L e t u s s ee to it tha t we l e a v e it a l o n e , and l e t a lone t h o s e who 
s e e k to d e s t r o y the youth of Z ion . Do not c h e r i s h o r s u p p o r t t h e m 
in any way . "^ ' F r o m t h i s t i m e on, the a t t i t ude of the C h u r c h w a s 
to l e a v e l i quo r e n t i r e l y a l o n e . 

C h u r c h po l icy in B e a r L a k e s e e m s to have been to feed the 
peop le m i l k un t i l they could s t and m e a t . The s e c o n d and t h i r d 
g e n e r a t i o n s in the v a l l e y (and in the Church ) w e r e e x p e c t e d to be 
an i m p r o v e m e n t ove r the f i r s t g e n e r a t i o n , so far a s the c o n s u m p t i o n 
of l i q u o r w a s c o n c e r n e d . 

At l e a s t s o m e m e a s u r e of s u c c e s s a p p e a r s to have been a t t a i n e d . 
P r e s i d e n t J o s e p h F . S m i t h w a s a c o n f e r e n c e v i s i t o r in 1892, a f t e r 
an e ight y e a r s ' a b s e n c e . He w a s speak ing of the e a r l i e r days -when 
he s a i d , " I n t o x i c a n t s w e r e f r e e l y indulged in, at tha t t i m e . The 
head w a s s ick and the body w a s s i ck . It i s d i f f e ren t now. " 4 ° 

About 1880 round danc ing and l i q u o r d r i n k i n g w e r e put on the 
s a m e l e v e l , but du r ing the nex t twenty y e a r s B e a r L a k e Stake 
g r a d u a l l y b e c a m e m o r e t o l e r a n t t o w a r d r o u n d danc ing and l e s s t o l ­
e r a n t t o w a r d d r i n k i n g . Al though the p e n a l t y for d r i n k i n g b e c a m e 
l e s s s e v e r e , t r i a l s b e c a m e m u c h f e w e r . The a c t u a l p e r c e n t a g e 
of L a t t e r - d a y Sain t m e m b e r s who indulged in l i quo r in the p i o n e e r 
p e r i o d w a s low. 
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C H A P T E R VIII 

BEAR LAKE INDUSTRY UNDER THE UNITED ORDER 

V a r i e t y in the " O r d e r " 

In 1874 P r e s i d e n t B r i g h a m Young and the L a t t e r - d a y Saint 
C h u r c h a u t h o r i t i e s wen t t h r o u g h the co lon i e s of the C h u r c h o r g a n ­
iz ing what w a s c a l l e d the Uni ted O r d e r , a new n a m e for an old 
p r i n c i p l e . In the days of J o s e p h S m i t h it u s u a l l y -was ca l l ed the 
L a w of C o n s e c r a t i o n . Al though the two w e r e b a s e d upon m a n y of the 
s a m e p r i n c i p l e s , t h e r e w e r e a m e m b e r of d i f f e r e n c e s be tween 
t h e m . But the d i f f e r e n c e s w e r e not n e a r l y so g r e a t a s the d i f f e r ­
e n c e s in the v a r i o u s f o r m s of the Uni ted O r d e r i t se l f . T h e s e 
r a n g e d f r o m a b s o l u t e c o m m u n i s m to a s y s t e m of c o o p e r a t i v e s . 
Unde r the e x t r e m e c o m m u n i s t i c f o r m s , not only w a s a l l p r o p e r t y 
owned in c o m m o n but the whole v i l l age would ea t a t a c o m m u n i t y 
t a b l e . Al l w o r k w a s p l anned on a c o m m u n a l b a s i s . 

B r i g h a m Young gave the a p o s t l e s and l e a d e r s g r e a t l e e w a y p e r ­
t a in ing to what f o r m of the O r d e r t hey 'wished to u s e . L o r e n z o 
Snow in the Box E l d e r r e g i o n and C h a r l e s C. R i c h in the B e a r L a k e 
Va l l ey c h o s e the m o s t c o n s e r v a t i v e f o r m , e a c h i n a u g u r a t i n g the 
p lan t h r o u g h a s y s t e m of c o o p e r a t i v e s . A s a r e s u l t , the O r d e r l a s t e d 
m u c h l o n g e r in t h e s e p l a c e s than w h e r e o t h e r f o r m s w e r e u s e d . In 
B e a r Lake Va l l ey , a few c o o p e r a t i v e s t o r e s had a l r e a d y b e e n o r g a n ­
i zed when the Uni ted O r d e r w a s i n s t a l l e d . T h e s e w e r e con t inued a s 
b e f o r e , but they b e c a m e a p a r t of the l a r g e r o r g a n i z a t i o n . 

The S y s t e m Is I n s t a l l e d 

In the s p r i n g of 1874 A p o s t l e Wi l ford Woodruff c a m e to t h e 
va l l ey ; t h e r e he and C h a r l e s C. R i c h p r o c e e d e d to e s t a b l i s h the 
new p l an . * They f i r s t o r g a n i z e d o f f i ce r s for the who le v a l l e y . 
C h a r l e s C. R i c h , who w a s ac t i ng in t h e c a p a c i t y of s t a k e p r e s i d e n t 
a t the t i m e , w a s c h o s e n p r e s i d e n t , w i th W i l l i a m Budge , p r e s i d i n g 
b i s h o p of B e a r L a k e , a s f i r s t v i c e - p r e s i d e n t . B i s h o p Rober t P r i c e 
b e c a m e s e c r e t a r y ; G e o r g e P a s s e y , a s s i s t a n t s e c r e t a r y ; and T h o m a s 
S le igh t , t r e a s u r e r . The fol lowing d i r e c t o r s w e r e a l s o appo in ted : 
H e z e k i a h Duffin, G e o r g e W. S i r r i n e , J o s e p h C. R i ch , W a l t e r Hoge , 
John A. Hunt, G e o r g e O s m o n d , I r a N e b e k a r , C h a r l e s E . R o b i s o n , 
and N i e l s W i l h e m s e n . ! Mos t of the d i r e c t o r s w e r e b i s h o p s o r 
p r e s i d i n g e l d e r s . 

The nex t day found A p o s t l e s Woodruff and R i c h , B i s h o p B u d g e , 
and o t h e r s p r o c e e d i n g t h r o u g h t h e s e t t l e m e n t s , i n s t a l l i n g a b r a n c h 
of the Uni ted O r d e r in n e a r l y e v e r y c o m m u n i t y . They f i r s t p r o c e e d e d 
n o r t h w h e r e they o r g a n i z e d a b r a n c h in M o n t p e l i e r . ^ T u e s d a y , 
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May 19, Bennington was established under the o rder , then Soda 
Springs (which was in the Bear Lake Stake but not in the Bear Lake 
Valley). Most of the organization was completed on this t r i p . The 
group then came back into Bear Lake Valley, where they began 
organizing the se t t lements along the west side. On Fr iday , May 22, 
they held a meeting with the saints in Liber ty . At 4:00 p. m. of the 
same day they also completed the organization at Ovid. Their next 
call was Bloomington, the f i rs t se t t lement to the south of P a r i s . 

On Sunday, May 24, they held meet ings in St. Char les but did 
not organize the re , since they "were not quite p repa red to elect 
their officers. " On Tuesday, May 26, the group organized F i sh 
Haven; on Wednesday, Laketown; and on Thursday, Woodruff. They 
then re turned to Randolph to complete the organization t he r e . The 
following day E lde r s Rich and Budge re turned to P a r i s . Apostle 
Woodruff visi ted the Saints in the Rich county branches for a few 
days and then on June 3 organized Alma. Thus all se t t lements 
under the direct ion of the Bear Lake Stake, with the exception of 
Soda Springs and St. Char les , had been organized within a two-week 
per iod. 

Cooperat ives and the United Order spur red the people on to 
great ly increased accompl ishments . In 1871 the cooperat ive s tore 
in St. Char les had a l ready netted its shareholders 200 per cent profit 
on their investment "in the las t sixteen months. " 

After organization, each community was privi leged to decide 
what cooperat ives it wished to sponsor and what bus inesses it 
wished to conduct. The only reques t was that each one should be 
careful not to choose some industry that would c lash with one a l ready 
in exis tence. This did not mean that the re should be no two commun­
i t ies in the same bus iness . A cooperative dairy or saw mil l would 
meet with approval in each and every set t lement , but one cooperative 
shingle mil l or woolen factory would be sufficient for the valley. 

The P a r i s Cooperative Institute 

Under the direct ion of the United Order , the P a r i s Cooperative 
Institute was organized. It was not only to se rve the ci t izens of P a r i s 
but a lso to se rve the res iden ts of all the se t t l ements . In many in­
s tances -where one unit of a bus iness was sufficient for the whole 
valley, it was organized under the cooperative in P a r i s . The ins t i ­
tute was organized with Will iam Budge as pres ident and genera l 
superintendent, and Rober t P r i c e was s ec r e t a ry and genera l manager . 
It s ta r ted in bus iness with a s tore at P a r i s , buying out a pr ivate concern; 
its capital stock was $3, 057. ' The genera l s to re was f i rs t managed by 
George Passey , then Edward Davis; la te r it was operated by Joseph 
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R. S h e p h e r d and then by J . U. S tuck i . ° It c a r r i e d a g e n e r a l l i ne 
of d r y g o o d s , s o m e i m p l e m e n t s , and m a n u f a c t u r e d a r t i c l e s . 
T h e s e w e r e f r e igh ted in f r o m E v a n s t o n , about n i n e t y m i l e s to 
the s o u t h e a s t . The s t o r e a l s o c a r r i e d m a n y p a t e n t m e d i c i n e s 
t ha t w e r e c o n s i d e r e d to be h ighly bene f i c i a l in t h o s e d a y s . 

A c o o p e r a t i v e d a i r y w a s o r g a n i z e d -with T h o m a s P a s s e y a s 
m a n a g e r . The s i t e c h o s e n for it w a s in Nounan Va l l ey about 
e i g h t e e n m i l e s f r o m P a r i s . H e r e t h e r e w a s p len ty of g r a s s and 
w a t e r . The d a i r y began by r e c e i v i n g 200 head of m i l k cows f r o m 
anyone -who wan ted to t u r n in s tock . 9 In exchange , c e r t i f i c a t e s of 
s tock w e r e i s s u e d a c c o r d i n g l y . At f i r s t only b u t t e r w a s m a n u ­
f a c t u r e d ; then S w i s s c h e e s e w a s a d d e d . But s i n c e Swi s s c h e e s e 
en t a i l ed an e n o r m o u s amount of h a r d h a n d w o r k , they s e n t e a s t 
for m a c h i n e r y to m a k e A m e r i c a n c h e e s e . T h i s p r o v e d to be l e s s 
l a b o r i o u s ; f u r t h e r m o r e , the a r t i c l e p r o d u c e d w a s in g r e a t e r d e m a n d . 

Next a t a n n e r y w a s begun , but th i s s e e m e d to d e v e l o p v e r y 
s lowly , t ak ing a l m o s t two y e a r s to ge t into o p e a t i o n . C h e s t e r 
Sou thwor th b e c a m e m a n a g e r of t h i s e n t e r p r i s e ; l a t e r on it w a s 
m a n a g e d by A d a m S e g m i l l e r . It a p p e a r s tha t t he s h a r e s of the 
t a n n e r y •were i s s u e d s e p a r a t e l y f r o m t h e d a i r y and the P a r i s m e r ­
c a n t i l e s t o r e , for in A p r i l 1876 P r e s i d e n t H. S. R i c h , p r e s i d i n g 
e l d e r at F i s h Haven , announced to the b r a n c h tha t the t a n n e r y a t 
P a r i s w a s open for s h a r e s , *0 n a p p e a r s a l s o tha t s t ock in o t h e r 
b r a n c h e s of the P a r i s C o o p e r a t i v e I n s t i t u t e w a s hand l ed in a v e r y 
s i m i l a r m a n n e r . The t a n n e r y l e a t h e r w a s a t f i r s t p l a c e d on the 
m a r k e t in Ogden a n d Sal t L a k e , w h e r e i t found r e a d y s a l e and w a s 
d e c l a r e d to be a s good a s the b e s t t a n n e d in Utah . *•*• A s h o r t wh i l e 
l a t e r i t w a s a l l r e t a i n e d for h o m e m a n u f a c t u r i n g , a s the c o - o p had 
o r g a n i z e d a shoe shop w h e r e s h o e s and boo ts w e r e m a n u f a c t u r e d . 
T h i s d i v i s i o n w a s m a n a g e d by T h o m a s Minson , who had a n u m b e r 
of a s s i s t a n t s s u c h a s H e n r y T e u s c h e r , J o s e p h L e w i s , W i l l i a m 
S h e p h e r d , H e n r y Ro l ton , and L. T. S h e p h e r d . A h a r n e s s f a c t o r y 
w a s a l s o i n s t a l l e d . B e t w e e n i t and the shoe f a c t o r y , the l o c a l 
t a n n e r y p r o d u c t had a r e a d y h o m e m a r k e t . At f i r s t C h a r l e s K e l s t r o m 
m a n a g e d the h a r n e s s shop; l a t e r on E d w a r d T. S h e p h e r d took o v e r 
i t s d i r e c t i o n . 

A m e a t m a r k e t opened wh ich supp l i ed f r e s h m e a t da i ly to the 
c i t i z e n s . It w a s p e r s o n a l l y s u p e r v i s e d by R o b e r t P r i c e , t he g e n ­
e r a l m a n a g e r . *3 j± sh ing le and a p lan ing m i l l w a s a l s o added to the 
o t h e r e n t e r p r i s e s . S h i n g l e s , l a t h e s , p i c k e t s , and o t h e r a r t i c l e s 
w e r e m a d e ; and p lan ing of a l l k i n d s w a s done . The end of the f i r s t 
t h r e e y e a r s of c o o p e r a t i v e s u n d e r the Uni ted O r d e r found b u s i n e s s 
and i n d u s t r y expanding and doing w e l l . Not only had t h e y f u r n i s h e d 
a g r e a t dea l of e m p l o y m e n t and pa id good d iv idends but m u c h - n e e d e d 
goods w e r e m a d e a v a i l a b l e . 
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Per ta in ing to the P a r i s Cooperat ive Insti tute the Dese re t 
News published a long a r t i c le on August 1, 1877. P a r t of it 
r eads as follows: 

The capital stock of the insti tution has now reached 
the sum of $18, 000. 00 and an average dividend of th i r ty-
five per cent per annum has been declared on the stock 
investment . The original amount paid in on the stock 
and da i ry has been ent i re ly re tu rned in dividends, with 
about $900.00 additional. The actual cash and other 
things which were not available in the people ' s hands 
for cash sa le s , but which have been uti l ized, by judic­
ious handling and t rading, for the es tab l i shment of 
these var ious branches of industry. By these means , 
a g rea t many comforts have been produced for the people, 
and employment found for a l a rge number of pe r sons , old 
and young. 

As soon as opportunity offers, other indus t r ies will 
be added, and the institution will b ranch out until every­
thing possible to be manufactured in that region is p r o ­
duced for the benefit of the s tockholders and public. 

It is frequently a s se r t ed , when cooperat ive efforts 
a r e advised, that nothing can be accompl ished without 
l a rge cash capital . The P a r i s Co-operat ive Institution 
affords an emphatic negative to this a s s e r t i o n . The 
mercan t i l e es tabl ishment , which was made the foundation 
of these e n t e r p r i s e s , s ta r ted with a smal l cash capital , 
and wise management has turned into faci l i t ies for em­
barking in manufac tures , p roper ty which the individuals 
holding it -were unable to dispose of to advantage. Indus­
t r i e s that were added l a te r w e r e a tin shop, managed at 
f i r s t by Char les Cole and la te r by Wil l iam Pendrey , 
and a ta i lor shop. Other se t t lements had co-op da i r i e s , 
saw mi l l s , s t o r e s , and sheep h e r d s . 

One reason the P a r i s Cooperat ive was able to build up so -well 
was that the by- laws specified that half the year ly profits were to 
be re ta ined and converted into capital stock. '•-' This enabled them 
to b ranch into the var ious bus ines se s , beginning with a smal l 
amount of cash. The by- laws also stated that no person could own 
m o r e than $400.00 wor th of capital stock. This made it poss ib le 
to have a l a rge number of people in te res ted in the insti tution. 
It a lso prevented an individual or a handful of individuals from 
gaining control . 

By 1883 the P a r i s Cooperat ive was only one of six da i r i e s man­
ufacturing cheese . They were using a total of over 1500 head of 
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cows and p r o d u c i n g o v e r 200, 000 pounds annua l ly . The c h e e s e w a s 
c o n s i d e r e d to be of b e t t e r qua l i ty than e a s t e r n b r a n d s . *" 

S ince t h e r e w a s v e r y l i t t l e c a s h , t he v a r i o u s c o o p e r a t i v e s t o r e s 
and i n s t i t u t i o n s i s s u e d t h e i r own s c r i p . U s u a l l y t h e i r he lp w a s 
pa id in s c r i p and t h e i r goods w e r e bought wi th s c r i p . T h i s put a 
c o n s i d e r a b l e a m o u n t of money in c i r c u l a t i o n and s e r v e d the va l l ey 
we l l a s a m e d i u m of e x c h a n g e , a l though it s o m e t i m e s s l i gh t ly 
i n c o n v e n i e n c e d a p e r s o n . The s c r i p w a s p a p e r c u r r e n c y , p e r h a p s 
two i n c h e s by t h r e e and o n e - h a l f i n c h e s , wh ich p r o m i s e d to pay the 
b e a r e r a c e r t a i n a m o u n t of m e r c h a n d i s e at the c o o p e r a t i v e o r d e -

17 
p a r t m e n t f r o m which it had been i s s u e d . 

T h e r e w a s a g e n e r a l c l e a r i n g h o u s e for t h i s m o n e y ; 
but when a p e r s o n had s a w - m i l l s c r i p and d e s i r e d to p u r ­
c h a s e a p a i r of b o o t s , he would e x c h a n g e h i s s c r i p for 
s h o e - d e p a r t m e n t s c r i p wi th s o m e p e r s o n who n e e d e d l u m b e r , 
o r a p e r s o n m i g h t d e l i v e r the l u m b e r he had ob t a ined wi th 
h i s s c r i p , to h i s ne ighbo r for s c r i p wh ich would be h o n o r e d 
in s o m e o t h e r d e p a r t m e n t . 

The ex ten t and s u c c e s s of the m o v e m e n t in B e a r L a k e V a l l e y 
i s we l l d e s c r i b e d in the book H i s t o r y of Idaho T e r r i t o r y , wh ich 
w a s p u b l i s h e d in 1884, The p u b l i s h e r s had sen t m e n in to v a r i o u s 

I Q 

c o u n t i e s of the t e r r i t o r y of the s t a t e to s e e k out i n f o r m a t i o n . 

. . . p r o b a b l y n o w h e r e in the c i v i l i z e d w o r l d i s 
c o o p e r a t i o n c a r r i e d on so s u c c e s s f u l l y a s it is a m o n g 
t h i s p e c u l i a r p e o p l e , and by i t m a n y p l a c e s a r e s e t t l e d 
wh ich , wi thou t i t , would have b e e n i m p o s s i b l e . T h e i r 
f ie lds a r e fenced, t h e i r w a t e r d i t c h e s dug, t h e i r r o a d s 
a r e bu i l t , and a l m o s t e v e r y o t h e r publ ic l a b o r i s p e r ­
f o r m e d on th i s p r i n c i p l e . N o r do t h e y s top h e r e . If a 
s a w - m i l l , t h r e s h i n g m a c h i n e o r any o t h e r p i e c e of m a c ­
h i n e r y i s w a n t e d it i s bu i l t o r p u r c h a s e d on the c o - o p e r ­
a t i ve p r i n c i p l e . T h e i r m e r c a n t i l e i n s t i t u t i o n s a r e m o s t l y 
c o - o p e r a t i v e a s a r e a l s o t h e i r m a n u f a c t u r i n g e n t e r p r i s e s ; 
and the s u c c e s s tha t a t t e n d s t h e i r c o l o n i e s i s p r i n c i p a l l y 
due to c o - o p e r a t i o n . 

The P a r i s C o - o p e r a t i v e In s t i t u t i on -was e s t a b l i s h e d in 
1874 wi th a pa id up cap i t a l of $ 3 , 057 by s e v e n t y - f i v e 
s h a r e h o l d e r s . In 1876 they p u r c h a s e d a r a n c h in Nounan 
Va l l ey , twen ty m i l e s n o r t h of P a r i s and two m i l e s e a s t 
of the O r e g o n Sho r t L i n e . T h e y i n c r e a s e d t h e i r c a p i t a l 
to $10, 000 and added 200 cows and a c h e e s e p l a n t . S ince 
the e s t a b l i s h m e n t in 1876, 2 5 7 , 0 0 0 pounds of c h e e s e h a v e 
been p r o d u c e d . The p r e s e n t c a p a c i t y i s 900 pounds da i ly . 
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It is vir tual ly a bus iness of the people, compris ing, 
today 200 shareholders with a capital of $25, 000. 
Shares a r e $5.00 each and no one shareholder can 
hold more than $400 worth. 

It pays annually $20, 000 for labor and has paid 
to i ts sha reho lde rs , since es tabl ishment in 1874, 
$27,000. 

In 1882 they manufactured 2, 870 pair of boots 
and shoes, tanned 900 pieces of lea ther , did a 
$6,000 bus iness in planing and shingle mil l , made 
35,000 pounds of cheese and evidence like p r o s ­
per i ty in other b ranches . 

This institution has demonst ra ted that by judic­
ious management , co-opera t ive inst i tut ions can be 
made the means of increas ing the wealth of the people; 
that the ci t izens of modera te means , and even the 
poore r c l a s se s can, by a combination of efforts, do 
thei r own merchandis ing , and manufacture their own 
neces s i t i e s and share the profits among themse lves , 
and thus prevent the growth of monopolies , which 
become, in many ins tances , the ty ran t s of thei r pa t rons , 

The Val ley 's Cooperat ives Decline 

Three or four factors caused the coopera t ives of the valley 
to begin a gradual decl ine. The biggest of these was the coming 
of the ra i l road . Because the valley was never able to produce a 
top quality l ea ther , the tannery was one of the f i rs t indus t r ies 
to go, J'9 closing within two or th ree yea r s after the advent of the 
r a i l road . *9 With it went the shoe bus iness and the h a r n e s s business . 
The shingle mil l could manufacture shingles for as low as $2.00 
per thousand and still make a profit . However, they were made 
out of yellow pine (lodgepole pine), which curled on the edges very 
eas i ly . The ra i l road could ship in Oregon red cedar shingles at 
$3 . 00 per thousand. These would not cur l as did the native brand 
and the people p re fe r r ed to pay the difference. The ra i l road was 
able to bring many other goods, some of a be t te r quality and many 
that fo rmer ly had not been avai lable . People began to feel l e s s 
dependent upon each other , and they felt no par t i cu la r obligation 
to support the cooperat ives if they could do be t te r e l sewhere . 

Many of the cooperat ives in the se t t lements outside of P a r i s 
had no provis ion l imiting the amount of stock that each person could 
hold. As a resu l t , when some people became hard p r e s s e d for 
money, they sold their sha res in spite of good dividends. This meant 
that ce r ta in en te rpr i s ing men gradual ly gained control of some of the 
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c o o p e r a t i v e b u s i n e s s e s , m a k i n g t h e m m o r e o r l e s s ind iv idua l 
20 ' 6 

a f f a i r s . A few e n t e r p r i s i n g m e n could s e e t h e a d v a n t a g e and 
prof i t to t h e m s e l v e s in runn ing a p r i v a t e m e r c a n t i l e o r m a c h i n e 
s t o r e . One s t o r e owned by a Gen t i l e w a s doing w e l l in M o n t p e l i e r 
and th i s e n c o u r a g e d o t h e r m e n to s t a r t . H. S. Wooley , a " M o r m o n , " 
w a s doing -well in P a r i s . 

The P a r i s C o o p e r a t i v e I n s t i t u t e , th ink ing tha t young blood 
would b r i n g new b u s i n e s s , d e c i d e d to c o n c e n t r a t e on the m e r c a n -

• 21 
t i l e p a r t w i th a new m a n a g e r . In the s p r i n g of 1888 they h i r e d 
J . R. S h e p h e r d , an e n t e r p r i s i n g young m a n who had b e e n c l e r k i n g 
in Wool l ey B r o t h e r s ' s t o r e , to r e p l a c e B i s h o p R o b e r t P r i c e a s 

21 
g e n e r a l m a n a g e r . S ince he did not u n d e r s t a n d d a i r y m a n u f a c t u r e , 
Nounan d a i r y w a s l e a s e d for two y e a r s to B i s h o p P r i c e . The s h i n ­
g le m i l l and sawmil l w e r e p u r c h a s e d by B i s h o p s P r i c e and W e s t . 2 2 

B e c a u s e E l d e r J . R. S h e p h e r d did not l ike the m a n a g e m e n t of the 
c o o p e r a t i v e s t o r e , a f t e r a y e a r o r two he r e s i g n e d to go into b u s ­
i n e s s for h imse l f . " 

The nex t m a n a g e r had to cope w i th m o r e c o m p e t i t i o n . He a l s o 
had fewer m e m b e r s who w e r e i n t e r e s t e d . Som e b r a n c h e s of the b u s ­
i n e s s had b e e n so ld , m a k i n g f e w e r s t o c k h o l d e r s . A l s o , s o m e of the 
peop le who had go t ten in to f inanc ia l d i f f i cu l t i e s had f o r c e d a change 
in the b y - l a w s so tha t t hey could ge t t h e i r c o m p l e t e d i v i d e n d s . ^ 4 

T h i s left l e s s w o r k i n g c a p i t a l and c r e a t e d s o m e d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n . 

By 1900 m o s t of the m e r c a n t i l e and m a n u f a c t u r i n g c o o p e r a t i v e s 
had e i t h e r b e e n bought by p r i v a t e i nd iv idua l s o r had gone out of 
b u s i n e s s . Yet m a n y of the a g r i c u l t u r a l c o o p e r a t i v e s w e r e a s s t r o n g 
a s e v e r . The r a i l r o a d f u r n i s h e d a r e a d y m a r k e t for c h e e s e and 

2 5 b u t t e r . S o m e of the c o o p e r a t i v e d a i r y h e r d s had p a s s e d out of the 
p i c t u r e , but peop l e w e r e s t i l l d e l i v e r i n g t h e i r m i l k to t h e c o o p e r a t i v e 
p lan t , w h e r e b u t t e r and c h e e s e w e r e m a n u f a c t u r e d . 

The Uni ted O r d e r and the c o o p e r a t i v e s had s e r v e d a good p u r ­
p o s e in the B e a r L a k e V a l l e y . H o m e m a n u f a c t u r e and i n d u s t r y 
had been def in i t e ly a c c e l e r a t e d t h e r e b y , and m a n y of the da i l y n e e d s 
of l i fe w e r e supp l i ed . P e r h a p s the " O r d e r " had o u t w o r n i t s u s e f u l ­
n e s s gene ra l l y , but a s far a s B e a r L a k e Va l l ey w a s c o n c e r n e d a 
w r i t e r in the B e a r L a k e D e m o c r a t of J u l y 15, 1882, s u m m e d up the 
s i tua t ion f a i r l y w e l l : 2 6 

L e t c o o p e r a t i v e s t o r e s s top today , and goodbye to 
h o m e m a n u f a c t u r e . We wan t m o r e of t h e s e m a n u f a c t u r e s 
i n s t e a d of l e s s . We wan t h o m e m a d e h a t s , h o m e m a d e 
s o a p , h o m e m a d e f u r n i t u r e . S u s t a i n c o o p e r a t i v e s t o r e s 
and we wi l l have t h e m al l in ou r t i m e . 

The c o o p e r a t i v e s t o r e s s topped ; i n d u s t r y s t a g n a t e d ; and B e a r 
L a k e r e v e r t e d to a s o l e l y a g r i c u l t u r a l c o m m u n i t y . 
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CHAPTER IX 

GOVERNMENT, CIVIL AND CHURCH 

R i c h l a n d County C r e a t e d 

P o l i t i c a l l y and g e o g r a p h i c a l l y it w a s not de f in i t e ly known -whether the 
B e a r L a k e s e t t l e m e n t s w e r e a l l in Utah T e r r i t o r y o r p a r t l y in Idaho . 
The T e r r i t o r y of Idaho had b e e n c r e a t e d only s ix m o n t h s p r e v i o u s l y when 
the f i r s t s e t t l e r s a r r i v e d in B e a r Lake V a l l e y . The f i r s t l e g i s l a t i v e 
body did not m e e t unt i l 1863, and the f i r s t e l e c t e d body did not m e e t 
un t i l J a n u a r y of 1864. The peop le followed their h o p e s and d e s i r e s by 
a c c e p t i n g the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the Utah g o v e r n m e n t . 

In J a n u a r y 18^4 the l e g i s l a t u r e of Utah, w h e r e C h a r l e s C. R i c h had 
b e e n r e p r e s e n t i n g C a c h e County, c r e a t e d R i c h l a n d County, n a m i n g 
it in h is h o n o r . T h e y a l s o s t i p u l a t e d tha t t he f i r s t s e t t l e m e n t in the va l l ey 
shou ld be n a m e d in honor of F r e d P e r r i s , t he s u r v e y o r . T h r o u g h a 
c o r r u p t i o n , the spe l l i ng of i t b e c a m e P a r i s . Of f i ce r s p r o t e m p o r e w e r e 
appo in ted , and J u d T h o m a s d iv ided the c o u n t i e s into vot ing p r e c i n c t s . 
At an e l e c t i o n in Augus t the t e m p o r a r y o f f i c e r s b e c a m e p e r m a n e n t by 
e l e c t i o n . David Savage w a s appo in ted p r o s e c u t i n g a t t o r n e y , and F r a n k l i n 
W. Young, county c l e r k and r e c o r d e r ; s e l e c t m e n (county c o m m i s s i o n e r s ) 
w e r e John A l e x a n d e r Hunt, David B. Di l l e , and E v a n M. G r e e n . S a m u e l 
H. B . Smi th , a son of S a m u e l S m i t h ( J o s e p h S m i t h ' s b r o t h e r ) , b e c a m e 
t h e f i r s t sher i f f . J o s e p h C. R i c h w a s appo in t ed s u r v e y o r 1 in a c c o r d a n c e 
wi th the d e s i r e s of B r i g h a m Young, 2 

C l a i m e d by Idaho 

In 1864 the Idaho l e g i s l a t u r e c r e a t e d One ida County wi th the county 
s e a t at Soda S p r i n g s . The county then c o m p r i s e d a l l the t e r r i t o r y now 
o c c u p i e d by One ida , Bannock , B i n g h a m , F r e m o n t , B e a r L a k e and p a r t 
of C a s s i a , B la in and C u s t e r c o u n t i e s . A se t of county of f ic ia l s a p ­
po in ted by the g o v e r n o r a r r i v e d in Soda S p r i n g s and soon sen t t h e i r 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e to B e a r Lake to c o l l e c t t a x e s f r o m the c i t i z e n s . B e c a u s e 
no def in i te b o u n d a r i e s w e r e known, the peop l e r e f u s e d to r e c o g n i z e the 
Soda S p r i n g s o f f i c i a l s . The t a x c o l l e c t o r t h r e a t e n e d to a s s e s s the 
p e o p l e and s e l l p r o p e r t y if t he t a x e s w e r e not pa id . " C o n s i d e r a b l e 
f ee l ings w e r e e n g e n d e r e d on bo th s i d e s - - b u t h a p p i l y - - n o t h i n g h o t t e r 
than w o r d s e n s u r e d [ s i c ] and we con t inued p o l i t i c a l l y to ac t a s a p a r t 
of Utah, having r e p r e s e n t a t i o n in the l e g i s l a t u r e and r e c e i v i n g s o m e 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n of m o n e y for m a k i n g r o a d s . " 

The whole of the B e a r L a k e Va l l ey r e m a i n e d u n d e r t h e g o v e r n m e n t 
of Utah un t i l a f t e r t he f e d e r a l s u r v e y o r , D a n i e l G. M a y o r , d e t e r m i n e d 
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tha t the f o r t y - s e c o n d p a r a l l e l cu t the v a l l e y in two, runn ing a l m o s t e x a c ­
t ly t h r o u g h the m i d d l e of the l a k e . T h i s put about e igh ty p e r cen t of the 
s e t t l e m e n t s and at l e a s t e igh ty p e r cent of the t i l l a b l e l and a r e a into the 
s t a t e of Idaho, The s u r v e y w a s m a d e in 1871-2 . Af ter t h i s , only the 
s o u t h e r n end of the va l l ey s u p p o s e d l y w a s r e p r e s e n t e d in the Utah L e g i s ­
l a t u r e a s R i c h County . 

B e a r L a k e County C r e a t e d 

The Idaho p a r t of the v a l l e y a u t o m a t i c a l l y b e c a m e a p a r t of One ida 
County, w h o s e county s e a t had by t h i s t i m e been m o v e d f r o m Soda S p r i n g s 
to Ma lad Ci ty , T h i s left the peop le wi thout a l o c a l county g o v e r n m e n t 
in the Idaho s e c t i o n f r o m 1872 un t i l 1875. B e a r L a k e b e c a m e the t e n t h 
county (now n in th , a s A l t u r a s County w a s l e g i s l a t e d out of e x i s t e n c e ) in 
a s t a t e t ha t l a t e r w a s d iv ided in to f o r t y - f o u r c o u n t i e s . 

The L a t t e r - d a y Saint p e o p l e in the Idaho p a r t of the v a l l e y w e r e 
r a t h e r r e l u c t a n t to send r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s to the Idaho L e g i s l a t u r e but t hey 
r e s p o n d e d n e v e r t h e l e s s . They w e r e f i r s t r e p r e s e n t e d in the n in th 
s e s s i o n by W i l l i a m Budge in the Counc i l ( t e r r i t o r i a l s ena t e ) and J a m e s 
H. H a r t in the House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . 

The county c o m m i s s i o n e r s , t e m p o r a r i l y appo in t ed by the a c t c r e a t i n g 
and o r g a n i z i n g B e a r L a k e County w e r e J o n a t h a n P u g m i r e , J r . , E d w i n N. 
A u s t i n , and J . C. R i c h . ^ At t h e i r f i r s t m e e t i n g , A p r i l 5, 1875, t hey 
appo in t ed the following o f f i c e r s to a c t un t i l a s p e c i a l e l e c t i o n w a s 
h e l d : 6 

C l e r k , A u d i t o r , and R e c o r d e r . . . J . C. R i c h 
Sheriff H e n r y M a r g e t t s , P a r i s 
A s s e s s o r . C h a r l e s C. R i ch , J r . 
P r o b a t e J u d g e W i l l i a m Budge (who dec l i ned 

to ac t and G e o r g e O s m o n d 
w a s a p p o i n t e d . ) 

T r e a s u r e r C h a r l e s C. R i c h , P a r i s 
S u r v e y o r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . John M a r t i n , L i b e r t y 
C o r o n e r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . G e o r g e O s m o n d (who d e c l i n e d 

to ac t and W i l l i a m B r o o m h e a d 
w a s s u b s e q u e n t l y a p p o i n t e d . ) 

T h r e e r o a d d i s t r i c t s w e r e o r g a n i z e d , wi th W i l l i a m W e s t , St. C h a r l e s , 
J a m e s Athay , P a r i s , and H. S. P h e l p s , M o n t p e l i e r , a s o v e r s e e r s . J . C . 
R i c h hav ing been appo in ted c l e r k , r e s i g n e d a s c o m m i s s i o n e r . The f i r s t 
e l e c t i o n of B e a r L a k e County w a s he ld on the f i r s t Monday of J u n e when 
the fol lowing b e c a m e t h e f i r s t duly e l e c t e d officers of the county : 
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C o m m i s s i o n e r s H. C. D a v i s , Ding le ; T h o m a s Sle ight , 
P a r i s ; C. E . R o b i n s o n , M o n t p e l i e r . 

C l e r k and Aud i to r J . C. R i ch , P a r i s 
Sheriff . H e n r y J . H o m e , P a r i s 
P r o b a t e J u d g e . . . . . . . G e o r g e O s m o n d , B l o o m i n g t o n (De­

c l ined to a c t and W i l l i a m Budge w a s 
a p p o i n t e d . ) 

A s s e s s o r W i l l i a m H u l m e 
T r e a s u r e r C h a r l e s C. R i c h , P a r i s 
S u r v e y o r E . N. Aus t in , P a r i s 
C o r o n e r W i l l i a m B r o o m h e a d , B l o o m i n g t o n 

(Dec l ined to ac t and J a m e s C o l l i n g s , 
J r . w a s a p p o i n t e d . ) 

T h e r e w e r e 217 v o t e s c a s t a t t he e l e c t i o n . 

S ince One ida county w a s in debt when B e a r L a k e County w a s c r e a t e d , 
it w a s n e c e s s a r y for the l a t t e r to a s s u m e p a r t of the deb t . A s e t t l e m e n t 
w a s m a d e b e t w e e n the two c o u n t i e s , and One ida r e c e i v e d h e r p r o p o r t i o n 
of the t a x e s a s s e s s e d in 1874. The t o t a l debt of One ida County w a s 
$ 8 , 0 0 8 . 3 5 , w i th only $ 1 1 3 . 09 c a s h on hand . The a m o u n t of t a x a s s e s s e d 
in One ida tha t y e a r w a s $ 1 1 , 995 . 20. In s ide t h e l i m i t s of B e a r L a k e 
County the a m o u n t of t a x w a s $2 , 772. 56 and the p r o r a t a a m o u n t to be 
pa id to One ida County w a s $ 1 , 839. 80. 8 

B e a r L a k e County had pa id t a x e s to Utah in 1874. Utah re funded 
t h e m and B e a r L a k e County pa id h e r j u s t d e b t s to One ida County . One 
thing tha t s e e m s to have b e e n o v e r l o o k e d a t t h e t i m e -was the a m o u n t of 
m o n e y in t h e s choo l funds . " T h e r e a p p e a r s to have b e e n qu i te a b a l a n c e 
on hand in t h i s d e p a r t m e n t , and when it w a s b r o u g h t to the a t t e n t i o n of 
One ida County they s e e m e d r e l u c t a n t to pay i t . Two y e a r s l a t e r W i l l i a m 
Budge b e c a m e i m p a t i e n t , wen t to M a l a d , and r e c e i v e d s e t t l e m e n t . 9 

The f i r s t t a x l e v i e d by the county on e a c h $100 w o r t h of t a x a b l e 
p r o p e r t y w a s a s fo l lows : 

T e r r i t o r i a l a s p r o v i d e d by law $ . 7 5 
S p e c i a l t a x for county debt . . . . . . . . . . 20 
County s choo l t a x ( lowes t a l l owed by law) . . 20 
G e n e r a l coun ty t a x 1. 30 

To ta l $ 2 . 4 5 

The r o a d t a x w a s $4 . 00 in m o n e y or two d a y s ' w o r k of t en h o u r s 
e a c h for e a c h p e r s o n l i a b l e for sa id t a x . T h i s s a m e type of r o a d t a x had 
f o r m e r l y b e e n a s s e s s e d when B e a r L a k e w a s i n c l u d e d in R i c h County . 

T h e chief d u t i e s of the county c o m m i s s i o n e r s s e e m to have been 
wi th bu i ld ing of r o a d s , l evy ing of t a x e s , and a t t end ing to s choo l b u s i n e s s . 
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The s c h o o l s w e r e ab le to get a long on s u c h a low t ax b e c a u s e they 
w e r e a c o m b i n a t i o n ind iv idua l , c h u r c h , and publ ic a f fa i r . O t h e r d u t i e s 
i nc luded the m a t t e r of r e m i t t i n g t a x e s , n a m i n g a g r a n d j u r y and i s s u i n g 
l i c e n s e s . T h e r e is a no te in the county c o m m i s s i o n e r s ' m i n u t e s r e m i t ­
t ing t a x e s (the county por t ion) on L a t t e r - d a y Saint C h u r c h p r o p e r t y ( f a r m s 
and ca t t le ) b e c a u s e of feeding the Ind ians and o t h e r c h a r i t a b l e l a b o r s . 
The b u s i n e s s of s t r a y c a t t l e and f e n c e s s e e m e d m o r e the job of the 
p r i e s t h o o d than of the county . 

In 1876 the county g e n e r a l t ax w a s l o w e r e d f r o m $ 1 . 30 to $ . 50 
but o t h e r s w e r e r a i s e d $ . 35, m a k i n g the t a x an even $ 2 . 00 . Th i s 
s t i l l left a cut in t a x e s of $ . 4 5 for the y e a r . 

T h e r e w a s no j a i l in the va l l ey for m a n y y e a r s , in fac t , not un t i l 
t he coming of the r a i l r o a d . On J a n u a r y 1, 1882, a c o n t r a c t -was a w a r d e d 
to W. J . S m i t h and G e o r g e A s h l e y to bui ld one . T h e i r bid of $275 , the 
l o w e s t o f fe red , w a s for l a b o r only . It s e e m s tha t the P a r i s D r a m a t i c 
A s s o c i a t i o n w a s funct ioning w e l l , for on the da t e the j a i l c o n t r a c t w a s 
i s s u e d they w e r e pa id $24 for hau l ing r o c k for the j a i l . No doubt 
they found tha t it w a s n e c e s s a r y to have m o n e y in o r d e r to e x p r e s s o n e ' s 
b e s t d r a m a t i c t a l e n t s , so they p r o c e e d e d to e a r n it t h r o u g h v a r i o u s 
p r o j e c t s . 

P e r h a p s the c o m m i s s i o n e r s w e r e t r y i n g to be too s av ing when they 
p l anned t h e i r j a i l . A no te in the m i n u t e s of O c t o b e r 2, 1882, m a k e s 
r e c o r d of a j a i l b r e a k of tha t d a y - - j u s t n ine m o n t h s a f t e r t he c o n t r a c t 
w a s l e t to bui ld i t . 

The l a r g e s t u n d e r t a k i n g by the c o m m i s s i o n e r s in t h e bu i ld ing l ine 
-was t h a t of c o n s t r u c t i n g a c o u r t h o u s e . T h e y a w a r d e d a bid on J u n e 2, 
1884, to Wool ley B r o t h e r s , who w e r e to do a l l the b u i l d i n g and f u r n i s h 
e v e r y t h i n g excep t the r o c k for the founda t ion . It w a s to h a v e a n i n e -
foot foundat ion bui l t of r o c k , five fee t above t h e g r o u n d and four feet 
be low. A c o n t r a c t w a s l e t to W a l t e r Hoge , Hugh F i n d l e y and T. I. 
S m e d l e y to f u r n i s h fo r ty c o r d s of r o c k for t h i s p u r p o s e , a t $ 5 . 65 p e r 
c o r d . The c o m m i s s i o n e r s ' m i n u t e s do not s t a t e the e x a c t a m o u n t of 
the bid on the c o u r t h o u s e ; but t hey do l i s t t he fact t ha t a t e a c h of four 
i n t e r v a l s d u r i n g the bui ld ing p r o c e s s , $ 1 , 500 w e r e to be pa id and tha t 
the b a l a n c e w a s to be pa id when the bu i ld ing w a s of f ic ia l ly a c c e p t e d . 
A r e j e c t e d bid of $9 , 275 c a s h o r $9 , 850 in w a r r a n t s i s l i s t e d . 

The bu i ld ing w a s off ic ia l ly a c c e p t e d by a b o a r d of c o m m i s s i o n e r s 
s e l e c t e d for the p u r p o s e on N o v e m b e r 10, 1885, It h a s now (1963) 
b e e n in u s e for s e v e n t y - e i g h t y e a r s , hav ing had two a d d i t i o n s bu t only 
m i n o r r e p a i r s to the o r i g i n a l bu i ld ing , and i t i s s t i l l a fine look ing 
s t r u c t u r e . Anyone -who s e e s it wi l l c o n c e d e tha t it -was a job -well done . 
I nc iden t a l l y , a j a n i t o r -was h i r e d on an a g r e e d t h r e e m o n t h s ' b a s i s a t 
h i s s u g g e s t e d f i gu re of $12 . 50 p e r m o n t h . The c o u r t h o u s e and j a i l 
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w e r e bu i l t on a lo t p u r c h a s e d f r o m W i l l i a m Hoge and a M r . H o r s l e y 
for $250 . 

On J u n e 1, 1891 , the county r o a d s w e r e o r d e r e d by the c o m m i s ­
s i o n e r s to be n a r r o w e d f r o m e ight r o d s wide to s i x r o d s . They a l s o 
o r d e r e d a s u r v e y o r to p r o c e e d wi th the n e c e s s a r y s u r v e y . B e c a u s e 
s o m e o n e felt they had no a u t h o r i t y to do th i s wi thout the vo te of the 
p e o p l e , it w a s t a k e n in to c o u r t . The d i s t r i c t c o u r t d e c l a r e d the a c t 
to be u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l , but a n u m b e r of peop l e had a l r e a d y m o v e d t h e i r 
f e n c e s out , and the county c o m m i s s i o n e r s r e f u s e d to o r d e r t h e m to be 
pu t b a c k a g a i n . T h i s c a u s e d qui te a s t i r a m o n g the c h u r c h l e a d e r s , 
who d i s c u s s e d the p r o p o s i t i o n in p r i e s t h o o d and o t h e r C h u r c h m e e t i n g s . 
B e c a u s e of the d i s e n f r a n c h i s e m e n t of a l l L a t t e r - d a y Sain t C h u r c h m e m ­
b e r s in Idaho , the coun ty off ices had b e e n out of t h e i r c o n t r o l o r i n -

12 f luence s i n c e O c t o b e r 28, 1886. T h r o u g h p r e s s u r e , C h u r c h l e a d e r s 
w e r e s u c c e s s f u l in p r e v e n t i n g m o s t of the i m p o r t a n t s t r e e t s f r o m be ing 
n a r r o w e d down, but a n u m b e r of s i de s t r e e t s w e r e d iminished . 

C h u r c h G o v e r n m e n t 

O r g a n i z a t i o n . Al though B e a r L a k e Va l l ey w a s f i r s t s e t t l e d in 
1863, t h e r e w a s no s t a k e o r g a n i z a t i o n un t i l 1869. (A s t a k e , a d i s t r i c t 
in L a t t e r - d a y Saint t e r m i n o l o g y , c o m p r i s e s a g r o u p of w a r d s o r b r a n ­
c h e s of the C h u r c h . ) It a p p e a r s t ha t A p o s t l e R i c h w a s the so l e e c c l e s ­
i a s t i c a l h e a d of the r e g i o n , appo in t ing p r e s i d i n g e l d e r s o r b i s h o p s o v e r 
e a c h p a r t i c u l a r s e t t l e m e n t . 

In 1869 Dav id P . K i m b a l l w a s c a l l e d by P r e s i d e n t Young to go to 
B e a r L a k e to be the p r e s i d e n t of the s t a k e . He left i m m e d i a t e l y for h i s 
n o r t h e r n d e s t i n a t i o n , w h e r e he w a s n o m i n a t e d and u n a m i m o u s l y a c c e p t e d 
on J u n e 20, 1869- P r e s e n t w e r e B r i g h a m Young and Dan ie l H. W e l l s 
of the F i r s t P r e s i d e n c y , and John T a y l o r , Wi l fo rd Woodruff, E z r a T. 
B e n s o n , C h a r l e s C. R i c h , G e o r g e Q. Cannon, and B r i g h a m Young, J r . , 
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of the t w e l v e a p o s t l e s . Next a high counc i l for the s t a k e w a s c h o s e n , 
cons i s t i ng of G e o r g e W a r r e n S i r r i n e , J a m e s H. H a r t , John A. Hunt , 
N i e l s C. E d l e f s e n , H a r l e y M o w r e y , T h o m a s S le igh t , J o s e p h C. R i c h , 
L e w i s R i c k s , W. W. S t e r r e t t , E . N. A u s t i n , M i n e r Wi lcox , and Alonzo 
B i n g h a m . G e o r g e W. S i r r i n e , be ing the o l d e s t , w a s appo in t ed p r e s i d e n t 
of the High Counc i l . T h i s s t a k e of Zion e m b r a c e d a l l of the s e t t l e m e n t s 
of t h e B e a r L a k e Va l l ey . 

On J u n e 20 of the nex t y e a r J o s e p h C. R i c h b e c a m e f i r s t c o u n s e l o r 
to P r e s i d e n t K i m b a l l , w i th So lomon H a l e t ak ing h i s p l a c e on the High 
C o u n c i l . In J a n u a r y 1872 J a m e s H. H a r t b e c a m e s e c o n d c o u n s e l o r to 
P r e s i d e n t K i m b a l l , N i e l s W i l h e m s e n s u c c e e d i n g h i m on the High Counc i l 
In J u n e of 1870 B r i g h a m Young and m a n y m o r e of the l e ad ing " b r e t h r e n " 
w e r e a g a i n in the B e a r L a k e Va l l ey . They t r a v e l e d to the v a r i o u s s e t t l e ­
m e n t s ho ld ing mee t ings and g iv ing w o r d s of e n c o u r a g e m e n t . *=> 

14 
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B e a r L a k e V a l l e y ' s d i s a d v a n t a g e s a s a s e t t l e m e n t b e c a m e qui te 
n o t i c e a b l e a f t e r a few cold w i n t e r s and e a r l y fall f r o s t s . Not a s m a n y 
s e t t l e r s v o l u n t a r i l y e n t e r e d the r e g i o n a s t h e C h u r c h had e x p e c t e d . 
Hoping to m o r e quickly occupy the l a n d of the v a l l e y , B r i g h a m Young 
dec ided to off ic ia l ly ca l l a n o t h e r l a r g e g r o u p a s m i s s i o n a r i e s to s e t t l e 
t h e r e . 

On h i s r e t u r n f r o m th i s v i s i t the p a r t y he ld m e e t i n g s in Cache Va l l ey , 
w h e r e P r e s i d e n t Young off ic ia l ly c a l l e d W i l l i a m Budge to s e t t l e in the 
B e a r L a k e Va l l ey a s p r e s i d i n g b i s h o p of t ha t r e g i o n . His c o m m i s s i o n 
a s p r e s i d i n g b i s h o p of R i c h County w a s s igned in B r i g h a m City on 
J u n e 24, 1870, by P r e s i d e n t Young, Dan ie l H. W e l l s , and G e o r g e A. 
S m i t h . Th i s m a d e an a p o s t l e , a s t a k e p r e s i d e n t , and a p r e s i d i n g 
b i shop , e a c h p r e s i d i n g ove r the s a m e a r e a , a l t h o u g h in a s o m e w h a t d i f -v- : , 
f e r e n t c a p a c i t y . It a p p e a r s to the w r i t e r t ha t a v e r y def in i te u n d e r s t a n d i n g 
of du t i e s would have been n e c e s s a r y in o r d e r to avo id conf l ic t . 

At the a f t e rnoon s e s s i o n of G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e of the L a t t e r - d a y 
Sain t C h u r c h on Sunday, O c t o b e r 9, 1870, P r e s i d e n t Young c a l l e d a 
l a r g e n u m b e r of peop le to he lp A p o s t l e s C h a r l e s C. R i c h and L o r e n z o 
Snow in s e t t l i ng the " n o r t h e r n p a r t of Utah . " A l i t t l e l a t e r on a n o t h e r 
g r o u p w a s ca l l ed to go to the B e a r L a k e C o u n t r y . The B e a r L a k e p e o p l e 
w e r e anx ious to have m o r e s e t t l e r s , a s i s e v i d e n c e d f r o m p o r t i o n s of a 
l e t t e r w r i t t e n by B i s h o p Budge in the s p r i n g of 1872: 

Our c o u n t r y i s so far n o r t h , and so h igh t h a t an i m p r e s ­
s ion p r e v a i l s , to s o m e ex ten t , tha t i t i s a l m o s t u n i n h a b i t a b l e . 
Th i s i s a g r e a t m i s t a k e , and we d e s i r e an i n c r e a s e of p o p u l a ­
t ion for i t s own a d v a n t a g e , and to i m p r o v e and e n h a n c e ou r 
s o c i a l p l e a s u r e s , and m a k e m o r e e f fec t ive our publ ic l a b o r s . 
I wi l l e n d e a v o r b r i e f l y to s t a t e o u r cond i t ion and p r o s p e c t s in 
th i s beaut i fu l v a l l e y of B e a r L a k e . 

L i k e a l l new v a l l e y s , when f i r s t s e t t l e d it w a s v e r y 
f ro s ty and it i s to s o m e ex ten t so s t i l l , a l t hough we a r e p e r ­
fec t ly s a t i s f i e d w i th o u r p r o s p e c t s for r a i s i n g g r a i n , w h e n -we 
have a s e a s o n wi thout g r a s s h o p p e r s . C a c h e Va l l ey , in m y 
t i m e , w a s sub jec t to s e v e r e f r o s t s and if g r a i n w a s put in 
l a t e f a r m e r s w e r e anx ious about i t s sa fe ty on tha t a c c o u n t . 
B e f o r e the v a l l e y ( g r e a t now in i t s r e s o u r c e s ) w a s s e t t l e d i t 
w a s c o n s i d e r e d by m a n y f a m i l i a r w i th it now, a s unfit for 
h u m a n hab i t a t i on , and had it not b e e n for the f o r e s i g h t and 
p e r s e r v e r a n c e of B r i g h a m Young it is doubtful when it would 
have been s e t t l e d . No one t h e r e a few y e a r s ago thought of 
r a i s i n g c o r n wi th prof i t ; now i t r e a l l y i s a g r e a t c o r n c o u n t r y ; 
a l though s t i l l sub jec t to f ro s t s o m e s e a s o n s . B e a r L a k e V a l l e y 
i s p a s s i n g t h r o u g h the s a m e f a v o r a b l e c h a n g e s , wh ich wi l l the 
m o r e s t r i k i n g l y a p p e a r a s the c o u n t r y i s s e t t l e d and c u l t i v a t e d . 



-136-
This country has suffered great ly from the ravages 

of the g rasshoppers since their appearance in the T e r r i ­
tory. We have no grasshopper eggs here now, and a re 
in hopes of being free from their depredat ions hereaf ter , 
and we a r e likely to be so as any other locality of the 
surrounding country. 

Our valley is not adapted for an extensive grain 
ra is ing region as some others a r e , although all kinds 
of smal l grain of the best quality have been and a r e 
being ra ised every season; but it is perfectly adapted to 
stock ra is ing. We have good pas turage , an abundance 
of hay, so much so that, even without improvement in 
g r a s s e s or c lear ing, not half of it any season has even 
been cut, and few men have ever explored the herd grounds 
in our neighborhood. Water is plentiful, and t imber and 
wood of all kinds, common to the altitude a re prac t ica l ly 
without l imi t s . We have severa l good saw and shingle 
mi l l s , and owing to the lay of the country the canyon 
roads a re as good as s t r ee t s usually a r e . Our win ters 
a r e a few weeks longer on the spring end than Cache 
Valley, but that is nothing when the people a r e p repa red 
for it. On the other hand, to those who a r e in s e a r c h 
of homes, or who ought to find more room for their 
growing famil ies , think of the facilities offered he r e . 
Anybody strong enough to put wood on a wagon can get 
it easily; and then there is encouragement to improve 
stock and take care of it, which is a very profitable 
labor from good and abundant pas turage . If we r a i se 
no grain we have st i l l an advantage, as it is with 
proper p repara t ions eas ie r to r a i s e stock than grain, and 
much more profitable. 

This winter we a re very short of hay, and in 
consequence a r e likely to sustain a loss , but we have 
never been short of g r a s s , of which hay is made, and 
again, our common prac t ice is to winter our stock with­
out s tables , and almost without covering of any kind to 
protec t them from the s t o r m s . Such a course is cruel 
to the animals , and most unprofitable to the owner. 
As it r equ i r e s a grea t deal more hay to mere ly keep 
an animal alive in cold weather than would be n e c e s ­
sa ry to keep an animal in good condition, if otherwise 
proper ly cared for. Our Danish b re th ren act wises t 
and a r e p rospered most . They take care of their 
stock, and in re tu rn their stock takes ca re of them. 

Bear Lake is an excellent country, the length of 
winter is fully made up in our delightful s u m m e r s , and 
then how healthy the people almost universa l ly a r e . 
No one complains of this country who has reasonable 
patience and knows how to live in it. 
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In the s p r i n g of 1874 David P . K i m b a l l , a f t e r p r e s i d i n g a s s t a k e p r e s ­
ident for five y e a r s , m o v e d away . He had b e c o m e a f a i r l y w e a l t h y m a n , 
having m a d e a g r e a t d e a l of m o n e y a s a f r e i g h t e r , bu t t h r o u g h h i s 
g e n e r o s i t y , m u c h of h i s w e a l t h had d i s a p p e a r e d . He had put up funds to 
outfi t a b r a s s band, had bu i l t a s choo l h o u s e a l m o s t e n t i r e l y at h i s own 
e x p e n s e , and had often he lped m a n y of t h e s e t t l e r s in n e e d . 

Upon h i s d e p a r t u r e , C h a r l e s C. R i c h a s s u m e d the d u t i e s of s t a k e 
21 p r e s i d e n t un t i l t he r e o r g a n i z a t i o n of the s t a k e in 1877. At a s p e c i a l 

c o n f e r e n c e in Augus t 26, 1877, the B e a r L a k e S take of Zion w a s p e r ­
m a n e n t l y o r g a n i z e d . W i l l i a m Budge w a s i n s t a l l e d a s s t a k e p r e s i d e n t , 
w i th J a m e s H. H a r t a s f i r s t c o u n s e l o r and G e o r g e O s m o n d a s s e c o n d 
c o u n s e l o r ; c l e r k of the s t a k e w a s T h o m a s M i n s o n . M e m b e r s of t h e 
High Counci l w e r e appoin ted a s fo l lows: John U. S tuck i , M i n e r Wi lcox , 
H y r u m S. R i ch , A n d e r s Beck , T h o m a s S le igh t , L e w i s R i c k s , H a r l e y 
M o w r e y , P e t e r G r e e n h a l g h , H e z e d i a h Duffin, A n d e r s J a c o b s e n , and 
John W e l k e r ; t h e r e w a s one v a c a n c y lef t . 

N i e l s W i l h e m s e n w a s i n s t a l l e d a s p r e s i d e n t of t h e High P r i e s t s 
Q u o r u m . The b i s h o p s , m a n y of w h o m had been funct ioning for a n u m b e r 
of y e a r s , w e r e e i t h e r appo in ted o r r e - a p p o i n t e d a s fo l lows : P a r i s 
be ing d iv ided into two w a r d s at t h i s t i m e , H e n r y J . H o m e b e c a m e b i s h o p 
of the f i r s t w a r d and R o b e r t P r i c e b i s h o p of the s e c o n d w a r d ; Benn ing ton , 
J o s e p h U. M o o r e , b i shop ; B l o o m i n g t o n , W i l l i a m H u l m e , b i s hop ; F i s h 
Haven , R o b e r t P o p e , b i s h o p ; L i b e r t y , E d w i n N e l s o n A u s t i n , b i s h o p ; 
Lake town , I r a N e b e k a r , b i shop ; M o n t p e l i e r , C h a r l e s E . R o b i n s o n , 
b i shop ; M e a d o w v i l l e , J o s e p h K i m b a l l , b i s h o p ; G e o r g e t o w n , H e n r y L e w i s , 
b i s h o p ; Ovid, P e t e r J e n s e n , b i s h o p ; P r e s t o n ( l a t e r , W a r d b o r o ) H e n r y 
D a l r y m p l e , b i s h o p ; St. C h a r l e s , John A. Hunt , b i s hop ; R a n d o l p h , R a n ­
do lph S. S t e w a r t , b i shop ; Woodruff, W i l l i a m H. L e e , b i s h o p No a p ­
p o i n t m e n t s w e r e m a d e at the t i m e for B e r n , E d e n , o r Soda S p r i n g s . 

W i l l i a m A. H y m a s w a s appo in ted p r e s i d e n t of the E l d e r s Q u o r u m , 
and H e n r y J . H o m e , p r e s i d e n t of the P r i e s t s Q u o r u m . It a p p e a r s 
tha t one p r i e s t s ' q u o r u m s e r v e d the p u r p o s e of the e n t i r e s t a k e . T h e s e 
o f f i c e r s w e r e o r d a i n e d and s e t a p a r t by m e m b e r s of the twe lve a p o s t l e s - -
J o h n T a y l o r , L o r e n z o Snow, F r a n k l i n D. R i c h a r d s , and C h a r l e s C. 

21 R i c h . The s p e c i a l c o n f e r e n c e w a s he ld in the B o w e r y a t P a r i s . The 
nex t c o n f e r e n c e , w i th W i l l i a m Budge a s s t a k e p r e s i d e n t and in w h i c h 
C h a r l e s C. R i c h r e p r e s e n t e d the g e n e r a l a u t h o r i t i e s , b e c a m e known a s 
the f i r s t q u a r t e r l y c o n f e r e n c e of the B e a r L a k e S t a k e . It -was he ld on 
S a t u r d a y and Sunday, N o v e m b e r 10 and 11, 1877. 

Civi l f unc t ions . The b i s h o p s of t h e v a r i o u s c o m m u n i t i e s w e r e not 
only the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l head of e a c h s e t t l e m e n t , but they a l s o funct ioned 
a u t o m a t i c a l l y a s the c iv i l h e a d . No town w a s i n c o r p o r a t e d un t i l 1891 , 
when M o n t p e l i e r b e c a m e a v i l l a g e . It b e c a m e an i n c o r p o r a t e d town t h r e e 
y e a r s l a t e r , 2 2 but by 1900 only one o t h e r s e t t l e m e n t ( P a r i s ) had been 
i n c o r p o r a t e d . 2 3 
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In l ine wi th C h u r c h po l i cy the peop le w e r e u r g e d to s e t t l e t h e i r 

d i f f icu l t i es in the C h u r c h c o u r t s , the f i r s t of wh ich w a s the B i s h o p ' s 
C o u r t . Of c o u r s e t h e s e w e r e e x t r a - l e g a l , but p a r t i e s u s u a l l y ab ided 
by the c o u r t s ' d e c i s i o n s o r a p p e a l e d t h e m to the s t ake a u t h o r i t i e s , who 
would h e a r the c a s e a s a h i g h e r c o u r t . The w a r d r e c o r d s and the s t ake 
high counc i l r e c o r d s a r e f i l led wi th t r i a l s of bo th a c iv i l and a r e l i g i o u s 
n a t u r e . 

No c a s e o r p r o b l e m w a s too big o r too s m a l l to h a n d l e . On one 
o c c a s i o n a m a n e n t e r e d su i t for $5 . 00 a g a i n s t h i s n e i g h b o r for d a m a g e s 
f r o m the n e i g h b o r ' s c h i c k e n s . 2<* He of fered i t a s a t e s t c a s e to s e e 
w h e t h e r t h e r e should be a ru l ing m a d e for e v e r y o n e to k e e p h i s c h i c k e n s 
l ocked up . The c o u r t dec ided he w a s en t i t l ed to the $ 5 . 00 d a m a g e s , but 
t ha t p e o p l e did not have to lock up t h e i r c h i c k e n s . H o w e v e r , they w e r e 
r e s p o n s i b l e for w h a t e v e r d a m a g e w a s done . 

In one i n s t a n c e a l a w y e r f r o m Cache County w r o t e to the B e a r L a k e 
High Counc i l a sk ing t h e i r a s s i s t a n c e in ge t t ing a m e m b e r of the B e a r Lake 
S take to t u r n o v e r to h i m (John F . Maddison) the s u m of $64 . 25, wh ich 
be longed to the e s t a t e of M r . L a w ' s d e c e a s e d wife . M r . M a d d i s o n w a s 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r of the e s t a t e of M r s . Law, who had -willed h e r m o n e y and 
p r o p e r t y to p a r t i e s o t h e r than h e r h u s b a n d . The high counc i l h e a r d 
the c a s e ; and two m e m b e r s of the high counc i l -were a s s i g n e d to s p e a k for 
e a c h s i d e . A l s o M r . Law w a s p r e s e n t and told h i s s i de of the c a s e . The 
d e c i s i o n e x o n e r a t e d " B r o t h e r " L a w of any w r o n g d o i n g , but it d i r e c t e d h i m 
to r e t u r n the m o n e y w i th a r e a s o n a b l e r a t e of i n t e r e s t , if i n t e r e s t w e r e 
d e m a n d e d , wi th in one m o n t h ' s t i m e . The a c c u s e d e x p r e s s e d h i m s e l f a s 
wi l l ing to c o m p l y wi th the d e c i s i o n . " 

Any p r o b l e m of l ife o r g o v e r n m e n t w a s d i s c u s s e d in the s t a k e 
p r i e s t h o o d m e e t i n g s . F o r e x a m p l e , it w a s d e c i d e d to have a l l s t r a y 
c a t t l e d r i v e n to P a r i s and put in c h a r g e of the p r e s i d i n g b i s h o p . The 

b i s h o p of M o n t p e l i e r wan ted he lp f r o m the o the r s e t t l e m e n t s in c o n s t r u c ­
t ing a b r i d g e o v e r B e a r R i v e r . The s t a k e p r e s i d e n t s a id tha t if county 
funds could not be u s e d then they ought to un i t e and p e r f o r m the w o r k 
by dona t ion . The county c o m m i s s i o n e r s ' m i n u t e s for the following 
m o n t h show tha t t he s t a k e p r e s i d e n t ( C h a r l e s C. Rich) and the b i s h o p of 
M o n t p e l i e r ( C . E . Robinson) w e r e appo in ted to i n v e s t i g a t e bui ld ing the 
new b r i d g e o v e r B e a r R i v e r . ^ ° 

Much of the b u s i n e s s c a r r i e d on by the county c o m m i s s i o n e r s , 
the only l o c a l c iv i l g o v e r n m e n t in the va l l ey , had i t s o r i g i n in the 
p r i e s t h o o d m e e t i n g s of the C h u r c h . O t h e r e x a m p l e s a r e t h e s e : (1) 
the p r i e s t h o o d g r o u p p a s s e d a r e s o l u t i o n a u t h o r i z i n g the county c o m ­
m i s s i o n e r s to r e g u l a t e ca t t l e d r i v e s . " (2) " B r o t h e r " Wa l l en t i ne a s k e d 
tha t a pe t i t i on to bui ld a c o u r t h o u s e be p r e s e n t e d to the c o m m i s s i o n e r s . 
W a l t e r Hoge , H e z e k i a h Duffin, and T h o m a s S le igh t w e r e appo in ted a 
c o m m i t t e e to d ra f t a pe t i t i on . ^9 j± m o n t h l a t e r the c o m m i s s i o n e r s 
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dec ided to a d v e r t i s e in the B e a r L a k e D e m o c r a t for s e a l e d b ids for the 
• i n 

e r e c t i o n of a c o u r t h o u s e . P r e s i d e n t H a r t wan ted to know if the peop l e 
wan ted a law p a s s e d r e g u l a t i n g the h e r d i n g of s h e e p in and a r o u n d the 
towns in B e a r L a k e County . "I t w a s the c e n s u s of the m e e t i n g to t r y 
to p r o c u r e l e g i s l a t i o n to t ax d o g s . " 3 ^ The nex t c o m m i s s i o n e r s ' m e e t i n g 
d e c l a r e d a dog tax of $2 . 00 . 33 

S take P r i e s t h o o d Mee t i n g w a s a p l a c e w h e r e t h e p u l s e of t h e 
peop le w a s felt in civil a s w e l l a s in s p i r i t u a l a f f a i r s . The county c o m ­
m i s s i o n e r s and the C h u r c h a u t h o r i t i e s w o r k e d we l l t o g e t h e r unt i l the 
d i s - e n f r a n c h i s e m e n t of the M o r m o n s in Idaho and the s u b s e q u e n t a p ­
p o i n t m e n t of n o n - M o r m o n c o m m i s s i o n e r s in 1886. B e a r L a k e Va l l ey 
w a s a l i t e r a l t h e o c r a c y . T w e n t y - t w o y e a r s of t h e o c r a t i c r u l e had 
s e r v e d the peop l e we l l , and a l though they w e r e not w e a l t h y , they were 
con ten ted and p r o s p e r o u s . 
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CHAPTER X 

POLYGAMY AND POLITICAL FRANCHISE 

Strife Begins 

Actually the La t t e r -day Saint people never did prac t ice polygamy, 
which means that men have more than one wife and women have m o r e 
than one husband. The La t t e r -day Saint people prac t iced polygyny--
men having more than one wife. 

The str ife between Gentile and Mormon, as caused by polygyny,, 
began to show its effects in the valley about Apri l 1, 1882. P res iden t 
Budge stated in Stake Pr ies thood Meeting that the merchan t s in Salt 
Lake and Ogden had refused to sign peti t ions, with three or four exceptions 
asking Congress not to legis la te against the La t t e r -day Saints without 
proper investigation. He remarked : 

Are we prepared to sustain our avowed enemies by 
trading arid dealing with them? . The-best way is to do our 
t rading with ZCMI, Salt Lake City, the branch s to re s , or 
send cash for our supplies . The people should be taught 
these things that there may be a united action among the 
people. 

The pr iesthood then voted to sustain the ZCMI s to re s , those of Church 
m e m b e r s who obtain their goods for cash, or the Evanston merchan t s 
(merchants in the town of Evanston, Wyoming, the nea re s t ra i l road point 
at the time) who had always manifested a helpful and friendly spir i t 
toward the La t t e r -day Saint people. It is to be noted that they were not 
d iscr iminat ing against any Gentile who manifested "f r iendl iness" toward 
them. 

Only a few days before (March 22, 1882) Congress had passed the 
Edmunds Act, aimed direct ly at the prac t ice of polygyny among the 
La t t e r -day Saint people. The f irst ant i -"polygamy" legislat ion, passed 
in 1862, had proved to be ra the r ineffective. P res iden t Lincoln had 
signed the bill but did nothing to enforce it. When finally a tes t case 
was t r ied , the Supreme Court, on January 6, 1879, declared the law to 
be consti tutional. This had the effect of causing the anti- 'Mormons"to 
c lamor for more str ingent legislat ion. Other bil ls such as the Wade, 
the Cragun, and the Cullom Bills were introduced but failed to pass 
Congress . Finally under p r e s s u r e the str ingent Edmunds Act was passed 
in 1882. 

An a r t i c le in the Idaho Statesman in F e b r u a r y of 1882 i l lus t ra tes the 
p r e s s u r e that was being applied by cer ta in Idaho pol i t ic ians . It deplored 
the fact that the s t a t e ' s delegate to Congress , Mr. Ainslie, had helped a 
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f o u r - w i v e s " p o l y g a m i s t " ( G e o r g e Q. Cannon) t o w a r d ob ta in ing h i s s e a t 
in the House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s . The p a p e r m e n t i o n e d tha t M r . A i n s l i e 
had had two t e r m s and would no doubt s e e k a t h i r d . It i n t i m a t e d t h e 
g r a v e n e s s of the s i t ua t ion and g e n e r a l l y e n d e a v o r e d to c a u s e enough 
oppos i t i on so tha t M r . A i n s l i e could not be r e - e l e c t e d . In t h i s c a s e , 
polygyny w a s be ing u sed a s a p o l i t i c a l footbal l , for M r . A i n s l i e w a s a 
D e m o c r a t and the Idaho S t a t e s m a n w a s a R e p u b l i c a n n e w s p a p e r . 

The E d m u n d s Act def ined " p o l y g a m y " a s a c r i m e , l eav ing the p e n a l t y 
the s a m e a s the A n t i - B i g a m y Law of 1862, t h r e e y e a r s in j a i l and a 
fine of $500. In add i t ion it m a d e cohab i t a t i on w i th m o r e than one -wife 
a c r i m e , p u n i s h a b l e by a fine of not m o r e than s ix m o n t h s in j a i l and a 
fine of $300. T h i s law p r o v i d e d tha t even if a m a n m a r r i e d two o r m o r e 
w i v e s be fo re 1862, if he con t inued to l ive wi th t h e m he w a s s u b j e c t to 
fine and i m p r i s o n m e n t . L a t e r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of t h i s l aw w a s so b r o a d tha t 
w h e t h e r a m a n l ived wi th m o r e than one wife o r not , a s long a s he c o n t r i ­
bu ted to the s u p p o r t of t h e m and t h e i r c h i l d r e n he w a s adjudged gu i l ty . 
"Nothing but a b s o l u t e a b a n d o n m e n t could m e e t the r e q u i r e m e n t s of the 
l aw a s i n t e r p r e t e d by the f e d e r a l c o u r t s . " 

The c o u r t s a l s o d e v i s e d the " s e g r e g a t i o n " s c h e m e . Unde r t h i s new 
d o c t r i n e of " s e g r e g a t i o n , " if a m a n had b e e n l iv ing w i th two o r m o r e 
w i v e s for t h r e e y e a r s ( the p e r i o d of the s t a t u t e of l i m i t a t i o n s ) the g r a n d 
j u r y m i g h t " s e g r e g a t e " - - t h a t i s , d iv ide up the t h r e e y e a r s into p e r i o d s 
of a y e a r , a mon th , a w e e k o r a day e a c h - - a n d b r i n g in a s e p a r a t e i n d i c t ­
m e n t for e a c h one of t h e s e " s e g r e g a t e d " p e r i o d s . With the t h r e e y e a r s 
be ing " s e g r e g a t e d " into p e r i o d s of one day each , the of fender , for t h r e e 
y e a r s ' con t inuous cohab i t a t i on , m i g h t be i nd i c t ed 1,095 t i m e s , -with 
c u m u l a t i v e f ines and i m p r i s o n m e n t s a m o u n t i n g to $328 , 590 in f ines and 

7 547 y e a r s and s ix m o n t h s i m p r i s o n m e n t . 

Such i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s d r o v e m a n y m e n in Idaho , a s we l l a s in U tah 
and A r i z o n a , in to h id ing . The " s e g r e g a t i o n " d o c t r i n e w a s d e c l a r e d 
u n c o n s t i t u i o n a l by the S u p r e m e C o u r t of t h e Uni ted S t a t e s F e b r u a r y 7, 
1887. 8 

The E d m u n d s Act f u r t h e r exc luded a l l gu i l ty p e r s o n s f r o m vot ing 
o r holding office, down to the county o f f i c e r s , and d e c l a r e d a l l of f ices 
v a c a n t . It l e g i t i m a t e d a l l b a b i e s b o r n to s o - c a l l e d p o l y g a m o u s m a r r i a g e s 
b e f o r e J a n u a r y 1, 1883. T h i s m e a n t t ha t a l l t h o s e a f t e r s u c h d a t e w e r e 
b r a n d e d a s i l l i g i t i m a t e . The B e a r L a k e D e m o c r a t punning on t h i s s i t ­
ua t i on p u b l i s h e d the following a r t i c l e on J u n e 17, 1882:^ 

W h e r e a s , for aught we know, the B e a r L a k e D e m o c r a t 
c i r c u l a t e s v e r y e x t e n s i v e l y a m o n g the s p i r i t s ye t u n b o r n , 
and w h e r e a s , the p r o v i s i o n s of the E d m u n d s b i l l a r e v e r y 
o b s c u r e to m a n y p e o p l e , and r a t h e r so to M r . E d m u n d s 
h imse l f , who h a s i n t i m a t e d to us t ha t he w a s s l i gh t ly u n d e r 
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the in f luence of New Eng land r u m when he conce ived it , 
and t h a t t h o s e who voted for it w e r e m o r e o r l e s s su f f e r ­
ing f r o m an a t t a c k by R e v e r e n d D r . N e w m a n ' s hot Sco tch 
punch . 

T h e r e f o r e , i s t h i s to g ive no t i ce tha t a l l c h i l d r e n of 
p l u r a l m a r r i a g e who sha l l wi th m a l i c e p r e t e n s e , def ian t ly , 
o b s t i n a t e l y , c o n t u m a c i o u s l y and wi th t h e i r e y e s open a l low 
t h e m s e l v e s to be b o r n a f t e r the hou r of 12 p . m . on the 31s t 
day of D e c e m b e r , A . D . 1882 sha l l be sub jec t to the fo l low­
ing p e n a l t i e s , to wit : 

1. They sha l l adopt for t h e i r coa t of a r m s the b a r 
s i n i s t e r . 

2. T h e y sha l l be i ne l i g ib l e to t h e off ices of P r e s i d e n t 
of the U. S. , J u s t i c e of the P e a c e , and R o a d 
S u p e r v i s o r . 

3 . T h e y sha l l be l ibe l Csic] for c o n t e m p t , and 
sub j ec t to a fine not e x c e e d i n g the va lue of 
t h e i r p e r s o n a l p r o p e r t y a t t he t i m e the offense 
i s c o m m i t t e d . 

4 . T h e y sha l l then be d i s m i s s e d wi th a cau t ion tha t 
if found gui l ty of the l ike offense aga in , t hey sha l l 
be i m m e d i a t e l y w e a n e d and b r o u g h t up on spoon 
v i c t u a l s . 

In even t of a d i s p u t e a s to the exac t m o m e n t of b i r t h , 
t he m a t t e r s h a l l be d e c i d e d by r e f e r e n c e to A n d r e w C a l l o ­
w a y ' s sun d i a l , f r o m w h i c h t h e r e s h a l l be no a p p e a l . C h i l ­
d r e n to be b o r n -will p l e a s e g o v e r n t h e m s e l v e s and m a k e 
t h e i r a r r a n g e m e n t s a c c o r d i n g l y . I g n o r a n c e of the l aw i s 
no e x c u s e . 

By o r d e r of the Na t iona l C o m m i t t e e on In fan t ry T a c t i c s . 
Hai l C o l u m b i a , Jun . 
Yankee Dood le , J u n . 

The p a s s i n g of the E d m u n d s Bi l l w a s r e c o g n i z e d a s a v e r y s e v e r e 
m e a s u r e by the B e a r L a k e S a i n t s , ye t they showed no e v i d e n c e of s u c ­
c u m b i n g o r s u b m i t t i n g to the abo l i t ion of po lygyny . B e f o r e the b i l l 
had been completely p a s s e d , t h i s r a t h e r i r o n i c no te w a s p u b l i s h e d in the 
B e a r L a k e D e m o c r a t : 

E U R E K A . 
At l a s t they have d e v i s e d a p lan to c o m p l e t e l y u p r o o t 

p o l y g a m y , a s the following d i s p a t c h wi l l show. Wash ing ton , 
2 3 - - t h e b i l l a g r e e d upon by the Sena te J u d i c i a r y C o m m i t t e e , 
and wh ich wi l l be r e p o r t e d to the S e n a t e t o m o r r o w by S e n a t o r 
E d m u n d s , c o n t a i n s p r o v i s i o n s wh ich wi l l , if enac t ed into a 
law, c o m p l e t e l y u p r o o t p o l y g a m y in U tah . The m o s t i m p o r ­
tan t s e c t i o n of the b i l l d i s f r a n c h i s e s a l l p e r s o n s who p r a c t i c e 
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polygamy and disqualifies them from holding any office 
whatever in t e r r i t o r y or within the bo rde r s of the United 
Sta tes . 

So now the struggle is over! The conflict is ended! 
The war fa re is ceased! The excitement will abate and the 
Mormons will meet their doom! No m o r e wor ry about the 
end of polygamy. 

In April of 1882 J a m e s H. Hart , a member of the Bear Lake Stake 
Pres idency , published a poem of twenty-two v e r s e s which he had 
wri t ten. It shows the depth to which the people were s t i r r ed , and also 
the confidence and as su rance the Saints had that their gospel pr inciples 
would be v ic tor ious . The f irst two v e r s e s and the l a s t two v e r s e s a r e 
given he re : 

THE "MORMON" CRUSADE 

The an t i - "Mormon" hosts seem going mad 
Their case is despera te , - - t he i r symptoms bad 
Convulsed with venomed spleen and Chris t ian hate, 
They ' re rushing wildly to their d ismal fate. 

The s t o r m is culminating fast and furious, 
To know the u l t imatum some a re cur ious 
Jus t to l is ten to the sec re t angel t e l l - -
"The Lord controls the s t o r m and all is well . " 

Then fight, ye angry fiends, as bes t ye may, 
And fortify yourse lves against the day 
That ' s stealing on you like a th i e f - - tomor row! 
The day of vengeance! and your day of sor row! 

The reign of t ru th and l iber ty mus t come 
And Saints from every land be gathered home 
Then "hold the fort" ' t i l l Chris t shall come again 
And with his Royal Pr ies thood ru le and reign! 

J a m e s H. Har t 

Idaho's Pol i t ic ians Fight the L . D . S . Church 

The "most bi t ter and unrelent ing enemy the Church ever had was 
F r e d T. Dubois, " a graduate of Yale Universi ty who had come to 
Blackfoot, Idaho, in 1880. By 1882 he succeeded in getting the appoint­
ment of United States m a r s h a l . He possessed a f lare for pol i t ics , however, 
and was not only going to see that all federal legislat ion against the 
"Mormons" was enforced but was also going to be active in getting new 
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legislat ion passed . He became the ant i -Mormon c rusade r in devising 
new re s t r i c t i ve laws. To crea te ant i -Mormon sentiment, he and his 
a s soc ia t e s , H. U. "Kentucky" Smith and Har ry Bennett, established a 
paper , the Idaho Recorder , at Blackfoot. They were unscrupulous 
in this paper , which was sent to prominent men all over the t e r r i t o r y , *3 
and through their efforts a strong anti- 'Mormori 'sentiment was built up. 
"Kentucky" Smith, ass i s ted by Willard Crawford and Har ry Bennett, 
under Dubois ' guidance, drew up a tes t oath that every Idaho citizen 
was to take before he could vote or hold office. This discr iminat ing 
oath was designed to not only disfranchise the polygynists but also to 
disfranchise every La t t e r -day Saint whether he pract iced polygyny or 
not. The tes t oath submitted to the thir teenth t e r r i t o r i a l l eg is la ture 
in January of 1885, was as follows: 

You do solemnly swear or affirm that you a r e a male 
cit izen of the United States over the age of twenty-one yea r s ; 
that you have actually res ided in this t e r r i t o r y for four 
months las t past ; and in this county thir ty days; that you a r e 
not a b igamis t or polygamist; that you a r e not a member of 
any order , organization or associa t ion which t eaches , ad­
v i ses , counsels , or encourages its m e m b e r s , devotees, or 
any other person , to commit the c r ime of bigamy or polygamy, 
or any other c r ime defined by law, as a duty ar i s ing or resul t ing 
from membersh ip in such o rde r , organization or associat ion, 
or -which p rac t i ces bigamy or polygamy or plural or ce les t ia l 
m a r r i a g e , as a doctrinal r i te of such organization; that you 
do not, ei ther publicly or pr ivately or in any manner whatever , 
teach, advise, or encourage any person to commit the c r ime 
of bigamy or polygamy, or any c r ime defined by law, ei ther 
as a rel igious duty or otherwise; that you regard the const i ­
tution of the United States and the laws thereof and of this 
t e r r i t o r y , as in terpre ted by the courts , as the supreme law 
of the land, the teachings of any o rde r , organization or a s s o c ­
iation to the con t ra ry notwithstanding, and that you have not 
previously voted at this election so help you God! 

Jus t before the vote was taken in the Council ( t e r r i t o r i a l senate) , 
Mr. J a m e s E. Hart , the council 's youngest member and delegate from 
Bear Lake County, received pe rmiss ion to speak. He proposed an 
amendment to the bill , which, if accepted, would disfranchise only 
those La t t e r -day Saint m e m b e r s who were actually pract ic ing plura l 
m a r r i a g e . However, it also would have disfranchised any Gentile who 
was i m m o r a l . The substi tute oath was to state: ^ "You do solemnly 
swear that you a r e not a bigamist or a polygamist or that you do not 
cohabit -with any other woman -who is not your wife. " 

Upon hearing this motion Judge B r e a r l e y of Al turas County jumped 
to the floor and shouted: "My God, Gentlemen! We c a n ' t accept H a r t ' s 
proposal . That would disfranchise all of us . " ^ 
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1 5 
M r . H a r t sa id , "No! It w o u l d n ' t d i s f r a n c h i s e a l l of u s . I m a r ­

r i e d a good, p u r e M o r m o n g i r l in a p l ace tha t I c o n s i d e r s a c r e d , w h e r e 
we p r o m i s e d to be t r u e to e a c h o t h e r and, so he lp m e God, I in tend 
to do j u s t tha t ! " 

Al though J u d g e B r e a r l e y ' s r e m a r k i n d i c a t e d t h a t the l a w m a k e r s 
w e r e at l e a s t a s sinful a s t hey c o n s i d e r e d the M o r m o n s to be , the 
a m e n d m e n t •was r e j e c t e d and the t e s t oa th p a s s e d a s o r i g i n a l l y d r a w n . 
T h i s k e p t a l l m e m b e r s of the L a t t e r - d a y Sa in t C h u r c h f r o m vot ing o r 
ho ld ing office for n e a r l y t en y e a r s , d i s f r a n c h i s i n g about o n e - f o u r t h 
(25, 000) of the popu la t ion of the t e r r i t o r y . The C h u r c h m e m b e r s d e ­
v i s e d a s c h e m e to t a k e the oa th , and gain t h e i r p o l i t i c a l r i g h t s . T h i s 
p l an , h o w e v e r , w a s to of f ic ia l ly w i t h d r a w f r o m the C h u r c h s h o r t l y b e ­
fo re an e l e c t i o n and a f t e r w a r d s be r e - b a p t i z e d in to the C h u r c h . A l though 
th i s m e t h o d w a s off ic ia l ly s a n c t i o n e d , only a s m a l l p e r c e n t a g e m a d e 
u s e of i t . One m e m b e r s t a t e d : 1 ' 

I left m y na t i ve land , left f r i e n d s and r e l a t i v e s , I h a v e 
b e e n d e p r i v e d of m y f r a n c h i s e for m y r e l i g i o n , but I a m 
not ye t 'willing to l e a v e the C h u r c h . I can l i ve •without vo t ing , 
but not wi thou t m y r e l i g i o n , and I wi l l not v o l u n t a r i l y t ake 
m y n a m e f r o m i t s r e c o r d s . 

The P o l y g y n i s t s Are Hunted 

M r . Dubo i s w a s r e l e n t l e s s and u n w a v e r i n g in h i s -war upon the 
L a t t e r - d a y Sa in t p e o p l e . He h i r e d m a n y d e p u t i e s who would p r o w l 
a r o u n d a t a l l h o u r s of the n igh t in o r d e r to c a t c h a v i c t i m . He s a i d 
tha t he would not s toop so low a s to hunt t h r o u g h a m a n ' s h o u s e for 
h i m but t ha t he knew p l en ty of m e n who -would. N e v e r w e r e m o r e 
t h a n one p e r cen t of the L a t t e r - d a y Sa in t popu la t i on of Idaho " p o l y g a m i s t s ' 
( W i l l i a m Budge e s t i m a t e d a m a x i m u m of 150 at any one t i m e ) . ^9 How­
e v e r , they w e r e hounded c o n t i n u a l l y . U s u a l l y the f a m i l y had to l i v e -with 
the b l i n d s down, even in the day t i m e , to p r e v e n t depu ty m a r s h a l s f r o m 
p e e k i n g in t h e w i n d o w s . E m i l y M a t t h e w s R i c h s t a t e d t h a t " d u r i n g t h i s 
p e r i o d I n e v e r r e m e m b e r the t i m e w h e n o u r b l i n d s w e r e r a i s e d . T h e 
r o o m s w e r e a l w a y s d a r k . , u i U 

The peop le in P a r i s had a r a t h e r nove l , though s t r e n u o u s , way of 
f inding out when the m a r s h a l s w e r e c o m i n g . The d e p u t i e s would c o m e 
to M o n t p e l i e r on t h e t r a i n and then would h a v e to s e c u r e h o r s e t r a n s p o r ­
t a t ion to P a r i s . T h i s n e c e s s i t a t e d c r o s s i n g the B e a r R i v e r b r i d g e . A s 
soon a s t h e m a r s h a l s p a s s e d , t h i s p e r s o n would r i d e to M o n t p e l i e r and 
t e l e p h o n e P a r i s . At f i r s t t h e r e w a s only one t e l e p h o n e l i ne t h r o u g h to 
P a r i s , in Wool ley B r o t h e r s ' S t o r e . S o m e o n e -would s l e e p in the s t o r e 
in o r d e r to a n s w e r the p h o n e . In 1883-4 , E z r a R i c h , a young boy of 
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nineteen, worked there in the daytime and slept there at night. When­
ever a telephone call came during the night, he would tell his friend 
Dick Sutton, the blacksmith, who immediately saw that the dozen or so 

21 
polygynists, most of them ra ther elderly men, were notified. Since 
everyone knew who they were , it was not difficult to take them the news. 

Whenever the deputies a r r ived in Montpelier during the daytime, 
someone was sure to see them and notify as many towns as poss ib le . 
Upon one occasion Bishop Will iam L. Rich of Montpelier saw the 
deputies leave town, and he immediate ly telephoned the news to P a r i s . 
There was one other business phone in Montpelier, at the t ime, in the 
Gentile section, and both phones were on the same l ine. Someone over ­
heard Bishop Rich and immediate ly notified the deputies of his. act . At 
noon the deputies appeared at his home with a subpeona for him to appear 
in court . It happened that by then he had left town with some cat t le . The 
subpeona therefore was left with his wife and she was ordered to give it 
to him when he re turned in the evening. 

To appear in court to answer questions would have been awkward, 
for the bishop was , himself, a polygynist, although the federal men did 
not know it. M r s . Rich, t e r r ib ly worr ied , told some of her ne ighbors . 
Word reached Joseph C. Rich, a lawyer and older bro ther of the bishop 
who at this t ime had been excommunicated from the Church on grounds 
of drinking. Although he hadn't been feeling too well toward his b ro ther , 
he immediate ly proceeded to the bishop 's home, where he -walked in and 
said: "Emma, I hear you have a piece of paper you don't want. " "I 
sure ly have, Joseph. " "Let me see it. " He looked it over, then put it 
in his pocket. "Tell William to stay out of town for a few days . " Mr. 
Rich went to the deputies and re turned the subpeona, telling them that 
the bishop was out of town for a few days. Nothing more was ever heard 
of the incident. 2 2 

Later the deputies adopted the method of getting off the t ra in just 
before ar r iv ing in town. They would then secure a t eam from someone 
who would keep their a r r i va l a sec re t , and drive to the var ious towns. 
Still they often found the news of their coming had preceded them, be­
cause Jul ia Budge, who operated the Dese re t Telegraph Company in 
P a r i s , was acquainted with the te legraph opera tor at McGammon, Idaho. 
This place was sor t of a rendezvous for the deputy m a r s h a l s who were 
after polygynists . Whenever possible , this friend informed himself 
of their plans and notified Miss Budge as to the date they intended to 
a r r i v e in the Bear Lake Valley. 

In P a r i s the re was a man with a t in horn, who, for a t ime , whenever 
word came that the deputies were near would go up and down the s t r ee t s 
and sound the a l a r m . On one evening when the deputies a r r ived at two 
o'clock in the morning, the whole town was out to g ree t them. When 
the deputies came, the polygynist men would sca t ter to the hills or othef 



- 1 4 9 -

s e c r e t hiding p l a c e s . P r e s i d e n t J . U. S tucki and B i s h o p C. W. Nib ley 
(who w a s at t h i s t i m e a r e s i d e n t of P a r i s ) on one o c c a s i o n hid in the 
t o w e r of the t a b e r n a c l e then u n d e r c o n s t r u c t i o n . A c e r t a i n B r o t h e r 
L e w i s w a s caught b e c a u s e he s topped to c h a n g e h is t r o u s e r s , a f t e r 
hav ing , in h i s e x c i t e m e n t , f i r s t put t h e m on wi th the b a c k to the f ron t . 2 " 
But the d e p u t i e s w e r e not a l w a y s ou twi t t ed . On one o c c a s i o n they a r ­
r i v e d in P a r i s in the e a r l y h o u r s of the m o r n i n g and m a n a g e d to m a k e 
e ight a r r e s t s . 2 " 

T h e r e was a r e a s o n a s to why the d e p u t i e s w e r e so r e l e n t l e s s and 
p e r s i s t e n t . They " r e c e i v e d fees for e a c h s u m m o n s for j u r y m e n , e a c h 
s e r v i c e of subpoena , and for a l l a r r e s t s , " "The Uni ted S t a t e s A t t o r ­
ney r e c e i v e d a fee of $100 for e a c h conv ic t i on s e c u r e d t h r o u g h a t r i a l 
and $50 for e a c h c a s e in wh ich a p l e a of gu i l ty w a s e n t e r e d . " 

Upon one o c c a s i o n (1885), depu ty m a r s h a l F r e d B e n n e t t a r r i v e d at 
P r e s i d e n t B u d g e ' s r e s i d e n c e in the m i d d l e of the n igh t . When M r s . 
Budge and h e r o l d e s t d a u g h t e r c a m e down s t a i r s , t hey found tha t M r . 
B e n n e t t had e n t e r e d the k i t c h e n . The doo r b e t w e e n it and the l iv ing r o o m 
w a s l o c k e d . B e f o r e t hey could ge t h i m to s top pounding on it the door 
w a s s p l i n t e r e d . He then left h i s a s s i s t a n t a t t he r e a r door and wen t 
a r o u n d to the f ront , w h e r e he w a s a d m i t t e d . He r u s h e d u p s t a i r s and 
began to s t r i k e the bed c l o t h e s to m a k e s u r e P r e s i d e n t Budge w a s not 
h id ing in the folds of the c o v e r s . His s e a r c h w a s f r u i t l e s s . P r e s i ­
dent Budge w a s l a t e r ( J a n u a r y 2, 1887) a r r e s t e d in Ogden, h o w e v e r , 
and t aken to Blackfoot for t r i a l . He w a s one of the few L a t t e r - d a y Sa in t 
m e n who w a s a b l e to ga in an a q u i t t a l . T h i s w a s b e c a u s e the judge i n ­
s t r u c t e d the j u r y to b r i n g in a v e r d i c t of aqu i t t a l on g r o u n d s of insuf f ic ien t 
e v i d e n c e . His r e m a r k s to the j u r y w e r e : " . . . you m a y r e t i r e and r e n ­
d e r your v e r d i c t , but if you conv ic t the defendant I sha l l se t a s i d e y o u r 
v e r d i c t . " 2 8 

E a c h po lygyn i s t had a good p l a c e of r e t r e a t . S a m u e l M a t t h e w s of 
L i b e r t y had v a r i o u s h id ing p l a c e s . At f i r s t he hid in a r o o m in t h e a t t i c , 
but t h i s w a s ra the r u n s a t i s f a c t o r y . He then e x c a v a t e d a ho le u n d e r the 
f loor of t h e b e d r o o m . The t r a p door u s e d to e n t e r the ho le w a s c o v e r e d 
by a l a r g e box. A s a r e s u l t , even though the d e p u t i e s s e a r c h e d the h o u s e , 
t h e y n e v e r found the h id ing p l a c e . ' The m a r s h a l s w e r e a f t e r h i m , now 
and aga in , for about s e v e n y e a r s b e f o r e he w a s a r r e s t e d , an even t w h i c h 
he r e c o r d s in h i s a u t o b i o g r a p h y . 30 

One day wh i l e I w a s g r i n d i n g a hay knife the m a r s ha l 
c a m e a r o u n d the shed and sa id , "Good m o r n i n g M r . M a t t h e w s ! 
I have b e e n looking for you for qu i te a w h i l e ! " I s a id , "And I 
have b e e n w a t c h i n g you, " The m a r s h a l took a p a p e r out of h i s 
pocke t , but he shook so t h a t he could not r e a d i t . I s a id , 
" L e t m e r e a d i t . " He sa id I would h a v e to c o m e wi th h i m . 
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I told him I would have to get my horse in the field. They were 
afraid I would run away as a man had done the day before, but 
I told him I would not. The mar sha l held my hor se while I 
saddled it. Then he took me to Montpelier and turned me over 
to William Hobson, who said, "Who is your l a w y e r ? " I said 
I never had one in my life. I was never a r r e s t e d before. He 
said, "Hell, you a re a lucky man, I have been in the pen twice." 
He told me to get a lawyer. I got Joe Rich. Then I got George 
Hell ier and Chris t ian Hoggenson to go my bond. I was bound 
over to appear at the next t e r m of court . Bill Hobson said 
he thought he could fix things up so I would not have to go to 
jai l , but they had to have a li t t le money. They wanted about 
$200. I had sold my catt le so I had the money at home. I 
had to pay the mar sha l s $150 and gave Joe Rich $25 for his 
s e r v i c e s . 

In genera l the deputy mar sha l s were of the ruffian, lawless type, who 
were not pa r t i cu la r what they did as long as there was money in it. 

One morning at th ree o'clock two deputies came to a r r e s t Bishop 
Rober t P r i c e of P a r i s . One was a federal man and the other was Dick 
Will iams from Montpelier; both had been drinking. Bishop P r i c e was 
t i red of running away and had previously decided to give himself up the 
next time they came for him. He therefore did not take advantage of an 
opportunity to escape that presented itself. The officer had ca r r i ed a 
w a r r a n t for Rober t P r i c e for over five yea r s and had begun to think there 
wasn ' t any such person . M r s . P r i c e got breakfast for the bishop and the 
two deputies before they left. Dick Will iams was so drunk that, after 
the o thers had gone, he had a runaway and broke his outfit all to p ieces . 
The federal man took Mr. P r i c e to Boise but went to sleep on the way. 
At McCammon they had to change t r a ins and it was n e c e s s a r y for the 
bishop to wake him up to make the t r ans fe r . After the bishop 's case 
was "fixed" for about $150, he re turned home. 

However, all Bear Lake "Po lygamis t s " were not so fortunate as 
Bishop P r i c e and Bishop Matthews in having thei r cases "fixed" for a 
fine, and many of them had to go to the peni tent iary. Examples were 
Samuel Humpherys of Dingle and Elder George C. Park inson , who served 
t ime in the Boise penitentiary; "Bro the r" Levern and "Bro the r " Hale of 
Bennington; Elder Andrew Jacobsen, who served t ime in a Detroi t pr ison; 
and Elder E z r a Clark who said he "had been privi leged to p reach to the 
sp i r i t s in p r i son - - t hose in bod ie s - - for the past six m o n t h s . " These 
and many others served sentences for what they considered to be the 
sake of their rel igion. It was very r a r e for an Idaho jury to acquit a 
"Mormon . " Mr. Dubois made the s ta tement on one occasion to his 
friend "Kentucky" Smith, who oddly enough, was acting for a polygynist 
against whom there was very l i t t le evidence: " 'Kentucky, ' you could not 
secure the acquittal of one of those polygamists because we have a jury 
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WILLIAM BUDGE 

He came to Bear Lake Valley in 1870 to be 
Pres id ing Bishop for the Church of Jesus Chris t of 
La t te r -day Saints; which office he held until 1877. 
At this t ime he became Pres iden t of the Bear Lake 
Stake and pres ided until 1906. As the leader of his 
people and the husband of th ree wives, he was a 
forceful figure during the polygynist t roubles in Idaho. 
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tha t would conv ic t J e s u s C h r i s t . "^ The m a r s h a l had s e c u r e d the 
p r i v i l e g e of having j u r y m a n s u m m o n e d by open v e n i r e , t hus p e r m i t t i n g 
h i m to c h o o s e h i s j u r y . 3 5 

P o l y g y n y Abo l i shed in the L a t t e r - d a y Sain t C h u r c h 

On M a r c h 3, 188 7, the Uni ted S t a t e s C o n g r e s s p a s s e d the E d m u n d s -
T u c k e r Act , -which d i s i n c o r p o r a t e d the C h u r c h , con f i s ca t ed C h u r c h 
p r o p e r t y , a b o l i s h e d w o m a n suf f rage , d e c l a r e d ' p o l y g a m o u s c h i l d r e n 
d i s i n h e r i t e d , and con ta ined o the r d r a s t i c m e a s u r e s . The b i l l b e c a m e 
law wi thout the s i g n a t u r e of P r e s i d e n t G r o v e r C leve land , In 1889 the 
s t r i n g e n t t e s t oa th w a s i n c o r p o r a t e d into a c o n s t i t u t i o n for the s t a t e of 

3 7 Idaho . Idaho b e c a m e a s t a t e J u l y 3, 1890. 

T h e s e body b lows w e r e too m u c h for the L a t t e r - d a y Sain t C h u r c h . 
In S e p t e m b e r of 1890 the Church , i s s u e d wha t b e c a m e known a s the 
M a n i f e s t o , 3 ° a s t a t e m e n t d e c l a r i n g the a b a n d o n m e n t of p l u r a l m a r r i a g e 
by the L a t t e r - d a y Sain t C h u r c h . ' It w a s a c c e p t e d by the vote of the 
peop le at G e n e r a l C o n f e r e n c e , O c t o b e r 6, 1890. ' In D e c e m b e r of t h e 
s a m e y e a r the C h u r c h a p p e a l e d to P r e s i d e n t H a r r i s o n for a m n e s t y , 
wh ich w a s g iven a f t e r due c o n s i d e r a t i o n , and the E d m u n d s - T u c k e r 

40 Act w a s r e p e a l e d . H o w e v e r , the ac t w a s not r e p e a l e d unt i l F r e d T. 
D u b o i s , who had b e e n Idaho T e r r i t o r y ' s l a s t d e l e g a t e to C o n g r e s s , and 
•was now S e n a t o r , had done a l l he could to o p p o s e r e m o v i n g the r e s t r i c t i o n s , 

I d a h o ' s h a t r e d w a s so b i t t e r tha t even af ter d i s p o s i n g of po lygyny 
L a t t e r - d a y Sain t C h u r c h m e m b e r s w e r e faced wi th new l e g i s l a t i o n . In 
1891 a law w a s p a s s e d d i s f r a n c h i s i n g L a t t e r - d a y Saint C h u r c h m e m b e r s 
for a l l t i m e . It w a s not un t i l 1893 tha t the Idaho S ta te L e g i s l a t u r e 
f ina l ly w i t h d r e w i t s r e s t r i c t i o n s and the L a t t e r - d a y Sa in t s w e r e a g a i n 
g iven the r i g h t to v o t e . 

Af te r the M a n i f e s t o , t he C h u r c h d e c i d e d on a new p o l i t i c a l p o l i c y . 
Up to t h i s t i m e they had a d v o c a t e d a sol id v o t e . Now, they a d v o c a t e d 
d iv id ing on p a r t y l i n e s . At a c o n f e r e n c e in B e a r L a k e S take on 
N o v e m b e r 8, 1891, P r e s i d e n t Budge sa id : 2 

Our c o r e l i g i o n i s t s in Utah have d iv ided p o l i t i c a l l y into 
p a r t i e s . The L a t t e r - d a y Saint u n d e r s t a n d i n g i s t ha t the 
c o n s t i t u t i o n gave t h e m c e r t a i n p r i v i l e g e s w h i c h they have 
con t ended for t h r o u g h the c o u r t s . They w e r e obl iged to hold 
t o g e t h e r . What i s the p r o p r i e t y of d i v i s i o n ? The bone of 
con ten t ion h a s b e e n r e m o v e d , w e a r e p r e p a r e d to c o o p e r a t e 
w i th our fel low c i t i z e n s and t h u s pu r i fy p o l i t i c s . The L a t t e r -
day Sa in t s in Idaho m a k e up o n e - t h i r d of the popu la t i on . We 
m u s t n e c e s s a r i l y d iv ide in p o l i t i c s , but l e t us a g r e e to d i f fer , 
do not con tend and q u a r r e l , but m a k e cho ice of good e a r n e s t 
m e n who wi l l s e e k the good of the p e o p l e , w h e t h e r D e m o c r a t s 
of R e p u b l i c a n s . Seek the b e s t m e n and the b e s t m e a s u r e s . We 

42 
w i s h to r e f o r m a b u s e s , w e wan t to t a k e p a r t in the g o v e r n m e n t . 

40 
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Not a l l G e n t i l e s in Idaho w e r e a n t i - M o r m o n . T h o m a s D o n a l d s o n 
w r i t i n g in 1941 s t a t ed : -1 

O u r Idaho M o r m o n s w e r e law ab id ing , f ruga l , and 
good c i t i z e n s . I feel safe in say ing tha t p o l y g a m y a m o n g 
t h e m w a s far in the m i n o r i t y . At any r a t e i t w a s qui te 
a s t o u n d i n g to h e a r Idaho m e n denounce p o l y g a m y , e s p e c ­
i a l l y when m a n y of the denounc ing G e n t i l e s w e r e m a s s e s 
of c o r r u p t i o n . I know s e v e r a l w o m e n , who had been 
b u r d e n e d w i th two o r t h r e e h u s b a n d s , and who n e v e r w e r e 
a b l e to m a k e c l e a r why they w e r e d e t a c h e d , d e c l a r e 
loud ly a g a i n s t the evi l s of p o l y g a m y . It w a s qu i te 
a m u s i n g . 

The p r e j u d i c e a g a i n s t the S a i n t s w a s m o s t l y o c ­
c a s i o n e d by the a p p a r e n t l y a n s w e r i n g o b e d i e n c e and l oya l t y 
to the M o r m o n C h u r c h . The G e n t i l e s c o n s i d e r e d th i s 
devo t ion too a n t i - A m e r i c a n and a n t i - r e p u b l i c a n . But t h e r e 
w a s a n o t h e r r e a s o n . The l a n d s o c c u p i e d by the " M o r m o n s " 
w e r e a t t r a c t i v e l y f e r t i l e , and thus a r o s e j e a l o u s y . It w a s 
thought tha t e x p u l s i o n of " M o r m o n s " would r e s u l t in a n i c e 
w h a c k up of l a n d s a m o n g the G e n t i l e s . E x t e n d i n g the 
Na t iona l S u r v e y l i n e s in o v e r t h e i r t e r r i t o r y had b r o u g h t 
" M o r m o n s " and G e n t i l e s in a c t i v e c o m p e t i t i o n and p e r h a p s 
g r e e d r a t h e r than r e l i g i o u s i n t o l e r a n c e r e a l l y l ay a t t he 
foot of m o s t Gen t i l e o p p o s i t i o n . M o r m o n s in t h e i r h o m e 
life w e r e m o d e s t and c o n v e n t i o n a l . 

The E d m u n d s con f i s ca t i on a c t , the m o s t r i g o r o u s and 
u n d e f e n s i b l e ac t of c o n f i s c a t i o n e v e r p a s s e d by a l a w m a k i n g 
p o w e r , s e t t l e d t h e " M o r m o n " q u e s t i o n in A r i z o n a and Utah, 
a s w e l l a s in Idaho . 

M r . D o n a l d s o n ' s v i ews p i c t u r e the p o l i t i c i a n s and a n t i - M o r m o n s of e a r l y 
Idaho a s r a t h e r s i n i s t e r i n d i v i d u a l s . Many of t h e m m a y have b e e n , bu t 
it m u s t be kep t in m i n d tha t the p r a c t i c e of p l u r a l m a r r i a g e w a s d e c i d e d l y 
a g a i n s t t he p r i n c i p l e s and p r a c t i c e of e v e r y C h r i s t i a n c h u r c h e x c e p t the 
C h u r c h of J e s u s C h r i s t of L a t t e r - d a y S a i n t s . 

T i m e h a s shown t h a t a f t e r the r e m o v a l of po lygyny the M o r m o n s 
and G e n t i l e s of Idaho w e r e a b l e to ad jus t t h e i r d i f f e r e n c e s to the po in t 
of l iv ing in h a r m o n y t o g e t h e r . By 1900 the G e n t i l e s w e r e s t i l l f a r o u t ­
n u m b e r e d in B e a r L a k e County . Yet the two g r o u p s w e r e w e l l a d j u s t e d 
and wi l l ing to c o o p e r a t e w i th e a c h o t h e r . 



-154-

REFERENCES 

CHAPTER X 

1. " B . L . S . His tor ical Record, Book C, " MS, April 1, 1882. 

2. Joseph Rober t Meservy, "A History of Federa l Legislat ion Against 
Polygamy and Certain United States Supreme Court Decisions Sup­
porting Such Legislat ion, " (Unpublished MS Thes is , Dept. of 
History, Br igham Young Universi ty, 1947), p . 56. 

3. Ibid. , p. 65. 

4. " L . D . S . Journal History, " MS, F e b r u a r y 4, 1882, citing the 
Idaho Statesman of this date. 

5. Meservy, op. c i t . , p. 78. 

6. B. H.. Rober t s , A Comprehensive His tory of the Church of J e sus 
Chris t of La t t e r -day Saints (Salt Lake City, Utah: Dese re t News 
P r e s s , 1930), VI, 111. 

7. A. B. Cariton, The Wonderland of the Wild West,(no publ isher 
given), 1891, p. 338. 

8. Meservy, op. cit. , p. 87. 

9. " L . D . S . Journa l History, " MS, June 17, 1882. 

10. Ibid. , F e b r u a r y 1882, citing the Bear Lake Democra t . 

11. Ibid. , April 15, 1882. 

12. Statement by J a m e s E. H a r r i s , personal interview, June 28, 1948. 

13. Beal, op. c i t . , p. 302. 

14. Bancroft, op. cit. , XXXI, 586. 

15. J a m e s E. Hart , persona l interview, June 28, 1948. 

16. " B . L . S . His tor ica l Record, Book D, " MS, August 12, 1889- Se 
also "Thomas Sleight 's Journal , " MS, P a r t VII, October 27, 1888. 

17. Beal, op. cit. , p. 306. 

18. J a m e s E. Hart , personal interview, June 28, 1948. 



- 1 5 5 -

19. Budge , Life of W i l l i a m Budge , op. c i t . , p . 139. F i g u r e s g iven 
b e f o r e the Smoot I n v e s t i g a t i o n C o m m i t t e e showed it to be about 
s i x - t e n t h s of one p e r cen t . 

20. P e r s o n a l i n t e r v i e w , J u n e 12, 1948. 

2 1 . E z r a C. R i c h , op. c i t . 

22. S t o r y by Zula R. Cole , d a u g h t e r of B i s h o p R ich , p e r s o n a l i n t e r v i e w 
J u n e 13, 1948. 

23 . Budge , Life of W i l l i a m Budge , op, c i t . , p . 110. 

24. E z r a C. R i ch , op . c i t . 

25 . Budge , Life of W i l l i a m Budge , op. c i t* , p . 109, 

26. Ibid. , See a l s o B e a l , op . c i t . , p . 308 . 

27. Budge , Life of W i l l i a m Budge , op. c i t . , p . 108. 

28. I b i d . , p . 111 . 

29. S t a t e m e n t by E m i l y M a t t h e w s R i c h , p e r s o n a l i n t e r v i e w , J u n e 12, 
1948, 

30. Sanue l M a t t h e w s , " A u t o b i o g r a p h y , " MS. ( P a g e s u n n u m b e r e d . ) 

3 1 . S t o r y by J . S. P r i c e , son of B i s h o p P r i c e , p e r s o n a l i n t e r v i e w , 
J u n e 27, 1948. 

32. " B . L . S . H i s t o r i c a l R e c o r d , " Book C and Book E . 

33 . I b i d . , C o n f e r e n c e R e p o r t , A u g u s t 13, 1887. 

34. J a m e s E . H a r t , p e r s o n a l i n t e r v i e w , a l s o B e a l , op . c i t . , p . 3 1 1 . 

35. Ibid. , p . 310. 

36. A. B . C a r l t o n , op . c i t , , pp . 2 8 0 - 9 3 . 

3 7. R e p o r t of G o v e r n o r of Idaho to the S e c r e t a r y of the I n t e r i o r , 
W a s h i n g t o n : G o v e r n m e n t P r i n t i n g Office, 1890), p . 90, 

38, Ib id . , p . 9 1 . M e s e r v y , op, c i t . , p . 46 . 

39. D o c t r i n e and C o v e n a n t s , Sec t ion 136, 



-156-

40. Beal, op. cit. , p. 318. 

4 1 . Ibid. , p . 316. 

42. " B . L . S . His tor ical Record, Book D, " MS, November 8, 189L 

43. Donaldson, op. cit. , p . 52. 



CHAPTER XI 

THE TABERNACLE AND ACADEMY 

O t h e r I n t e r e s t s C o m e F i r s t 

The f i r s t n e c e s s i t y in B e a r L a k e Val ley , o u t s i d e of the h o m e , w a s 
for a c o m m u n i t y bui ld ing in w h i c h a l l could m e e t to w o r s h i p , to hold 
schoo l , and to have s o m e kind of r e c r e a t i o n . The f i r s t bu i ld ing of 
such a n a t u r e , one bu i l t of l ogs in P a r i s d u r i n g the f i r s t w i n t e r , e s t a b ­
l i s h e d a g e n e r a l p a t t e r n in e a c h c o m m u n i t y . At f i r s t one bu i ld ing 
s e r v e d for a l l p u r p o s e s ; but a s soon a s p o s s i b l e o t h e r pub l i c b u i l d i n g s 
w e r e e r e c t e d , keep ing e a c h c o m m u n i t y o c c u p i e d for a n u m b e r of y e a r s . 
W h e r e v e r a s t a k e c o n f e r e n c e w a s he ld t h e r e w a s no bu i ld ing l a r g e enough 
to hold the c r o w d . Often, h o w e v e r , the m e r e r e c o g n i z i n g of a n e e d i s 
not suf f ic ient to t ake c a r e of it; o t h e r m a t t e r s m u s t be a t t e n d e d to a l s o . 
At l e a s t such w a s t h e c a s e in B e a r L a k e V a l l e y . 

As e a r l y a s 1871 the peop le b e g a n hau l ing r o c k to bu i ld a t a b e r n a c l e 
in P a r i s . T h e y in tended to r u s h it t h r o u g h to c o m p l e t i o n " a t an e a r l y 
d a t e , " b u t t h e i r p l a n s w e r e too a m b i t i o u s . The C h u r c h w a s ca l l i ng for 
m o n e y for the P e r p e t u a l E m i g r a t i o n F u n d . A t e m p l e w a s u n d e r c o n ­
s t r u c t i o n in Sal t L a k e , and funds w e r e e x p e c t e d f r o m the out ly ing s e t t l e ­
m e n t s . 3 o n A u g u s t 12, 1867, the B e a r L a k e E l d e r ' s Q u o r u m w a s a s k e d 
to c o n t r i b u t e w h a t e v e r e a c h m e m b e r felt t ha t he could . The fol lowing 
l i s t of c o n t r i b u t i o n s of t ha t d a t e shows the s c a r c i t y of r e a d y m o n e y , 
bu t the w i l l i n g n e s s of e a c h to pay in k ind and a c c o r d i n g to h i s c a p a b i l i t i e s r 
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William West 1 yearl ing 
C. G. Keetch 1 t h r e e - y e a r - o l d s teer 
Z. Anderson 2 t h r e e - y e a r - o l d s t ee r s 
J . T. Barker 1 two-year -o ld s teer 

On December 21, 1876, the Desere t News stated: 

One hundred and sixty head of catt le a r r ived from the 
Bear Lake and Bear River Valley Country, donated by the 
b re th ren of that region to the good work of building the t em­
ple. Eight head were from the High P r i e s t s , forty-four 
from the Seventies, and the balance from the E lde r s Quorum. 

In 1877 the Church began construct ion of the Logan Temple, which 
was to be built by the Saints in Cache Valley and other nor thern regions . 
Char les C. Rich, Char les O. Card, and Moses Thatcher were appointed 
as a commit tee to construct it . This meant that the Bear Lake Set t le rs 
would be called on to make sizeable donations. By November 1877 Bear 
Lake Stake had worked out $2. 75 per head, Cache Valley $2.00 and 
Br igham City $1 . 00. 6 During 1877, with a stake population of 3, 41 8 
Bear Lake contributed a total of $11, 1 50. 80, or an average of about 
$3 . 27 for every man, woman, and child in the s take. The set t lement 
of St. Char les had contributed $4,417 for the Logan Temple, and a lmost 
a s imi la r sum had been ra i sed toward the erect ion of their own meeting 
house; the total of the two amounted to $12. 00 for each man, woman, and 
child. 8 

By F e b r u a r y 1880 Bea r Lake Stake had contributed $34, 286. 27. The 
total contributed by the three temple s takes (Bear Lake Stake, Cache 
Stake, and Box Elder Stake), and the Church P res idency amounted to 
$192,499. 37. 9 The Logan Temple was finished by May 1884. During 
this period the Bear Lake Saints contributed around $60,000 having 
reached a total of $14. 09 per capita, with a stake population of around 
4 , 4 0 0 . 1 0 

Before the temple was completed the people began again to think of 
a t abernac le . The Bear Lake Democra t stated: 

The Logan Temple will soon be completed, and the 
pecuniary condition of its people has much improved 
since it was commenced. Our grea t ly inc reased population 
and genera l t ime of p rosper i ty , fully w a r r a n t the under ­
taking of such a work as we have indicated. Let s teps be 
ea r ly taken for the building of a l a rge and substantial 
tabernacle that will be a credi t to our stake and adequate 
to the wants of a l a rge and thriving community. 
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On F e b r u a r y 5, 1882, a c o m m i t t e e of five w a s appo in ted in S take P r i e s t ­
hood Mee t i ng to d r a w up p l a n s for the t a b e r n a c l e . It w a s a l s o d e c i d e d 
a t th i s t i m e to bui ld it of s t o n e . 1 2 

At the S take C o n f e r e n c e the fol lowing w e e k the p e o p l e voted to e r e c t 
a t a b e r n a c l e on the publ ic s q u a r e . It w a s d e c i d e d to bui ld a h o u s e t h a t 
would be fifty feet wide by n i n e t y - f i v e feet long , and twen ty - f i ve fee t 
h igh, w i th a v e s t r y and counc i l c h a m b e r a t t a c h e d . The counc i l c h a m b e r 
w a s to b e twen ty by t w e n t y - f i v e fee t . The bu i ld ing , w h i c h w a s to c o s t 
a r o u n d $12, 000, w a s to be p l a c e d on the w e s t c e n t e r of the pub l i c s q u a r e 
fo r ty fee t b a c k f r o m the s t r e e t . The c o s t w a s to be " a p p o r t i o n e d equa l l y , 
and a c c o r d i n g to c i r c u m s t a n c e s to the d i f f e ren t s e t t l e m e n t s of the s t a k e . " 
But P r e s i d e n t T a y l o r , upon m e e t i n g wi th the bu i ld ing c o m m i t t e e , a d v i s e d 
t h e m to c o n c e n t r a t e upon c o m p l e t i n g the Logan T e m p l e . T h i s a d v i c e w a s 
a c c e p t e d , and the peop l e e x p e c t e d to beg in the n e x t y e a r . Aga in , h o w e v e r , 
t h e t e m p l e d e l a y e d t h e m . 

F i n a l l y the w o r k in L o g a n w a s c o m p l e t e d . In the s a m e c o n f e r e n c e 
y 1884) t a lk in whic 
t iment he s a id : ' 

w h i c h we b a d l y n e e d . " 

(May 1884) t a lk in w h i c h P r e s i d e n t G e o r g e O s m o n d announced t h i s a c c o m ­
p l i s h m e n t he s a id : " O u r S take T a b e r n a c l e i s t h e n e x t w o r k and one 

T a b e r n a c l e C o n s t r u c t i o n B e g i n s 

By May 1884 s t e p s had a l r e a d y b e e n t a k e n to beg in the a c t u a l c o n ­
s t r u c t i o n . P r e s i d e n t Budge w a s m a d e s u p e r i n t e n d a n t of w o r k . On J u l y 5 he 
announced tha t a l r e a d y b e t w e e n 1, 100 and 1, 200 l o a d s of r o c k had b e e n 
l a i d on the g r o u n d . ~* C o n s t r u c t i o n of the w a l l s b e g a n one w e e k l a t e r . 
In o r d e r to k e e p the w o r k going s t e a d i l y and a s l a t e in the y e a r a s the 
w e a t h e r •would p e r m i t , it •was n e c e s s a r y to r a i s e enough to pay $ 6 0 . 0 0 
p e r day for l a b o r . T h i s m e a n t t ha t $ 1 . 50 p e r h e a d for e a c h p e r s o n in 
t h e s t a k e , or a t o t a l of $6 , 200, had to be r a i s e d . 1 " T h i s w a s done p r o ­
p o r t i o n a l l y by the w a r d s in t h e s t a k e . The m a s o n s k e p t b u s y and t h e 
•walls w e r e bu i l t up to the s q u a r e d u r i n g 1884. On A u g u s t e igh th the 
B e a r L a k e D e m o c r a t s t a t e d : ' 

T h e -walls of o u r new t a b e r n a c l e beg in to l o o m up above 
the s u r f a c e of the g r o u n d so tha t t hey can be s e e n a t a d i s ­
t a n c e . The s tone c u t t e r s a r e b u s y d r e s s i n g s t o n e s wi th w h i c h 
to l a y the w a t e r t a b l e out of beau t i fu l r e d sand s t one ob ta ined 
in Indian C r e e k Canyon [ th is w a s about twen ty m i l e s sou th of 
M o n t p e l i e r j u s t sou th of the hot s p r i n g s on the e a s t s ide of the 
lakejand h a u l e d about f if teen m i l e s out w i th w a g o n s . E v e r y t h i n g 
a r o u n d the bu i ld ing h a s an a p p e a r a n c e of b e a u t y . 

Af te r five y e a r s of s i n c e r e effor t the t a b e r n a c l e w a s r e a d y for d e d i ­
ca t i on . E v e r y h o m e p r o d u c t p o s s i b l e had b e e n u s e d in i t . The s h i n g l e s 
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1 8 had b e e n m a d e by the sh ing le m i l l . Only four i n c h e s wide and e s p e c ­
i a l l y s e l e c t e d , so a s to p r e v e n t c u r l i n g a s m u c h a s p o s s i b l e , t hey l a s t e d 
o v e r fo r ty y e a r s . Half of t h e m -were r o u n d e d on the end and half w e r e 
m a d e s q u a r e so tha t when they w e r e l a id , four r o w s of s q u a r e ones 
could be fol lowed by four r o w s of round o n e s . 

The t a b e r n a c l e w a s not bui l t w i th m e a n s tha t the peop l e had to s p a r e , 
"bu t by s a c r i f i c e . " The to t a l c o s t r e a c h e d $50 ,000 , a s u m qui te d i f fe ren t 
f r o m the a m o u n t of $ 1 2 , 0 0 0 , the e s t i m a t e d c o s t in 1882. Som e t i m e 
b e t w e e n then and the c o m m e n c e m e n t of t h e bu i ld ing in J u l y 1884 the 
p l a n s w e r e c o n s i d e r a b l y a l t e r e d . J o s e p h Don C a r l o s Young, t h e a r c h i t ­
ec t , m a y h a v e h e l p e d a l t e r the p l a n s . At any r a t e , a c o m p l e t e l y dif­
f e r e n t bu i ld ing w a s c o n s t r u c t e d . On J u l y 20, 1889, the D e s e r e t News 
p u b l i s h e d an e x c e l l e n t d e s c r i p t i o n of the bu i ld ing , g iving the d i m e n s i o n s 
and o t h e r i n t e r e s t i n g f a c t s . F r o m th i s i t i s e a s y to s e e tha t the p l a n s 
g r e w c o n s i d e r a b l y in t h e t w o - y e a r p e r i o d : 9 

Al l who have s e e n the B e a r L a k e S take House [Tabe rnac l e ] 
un i t e in p r o n o u n c i n g it one of the h a n d s o m e s t and m o s t s u b ­
s t a n t i a l s t r u c t u r e s in t h i s r e g i o n . It i s bu i l t of r o c k , t ha t of 
the w a l l s p r o p e r be ing of a d a r k hue , wh i l e tha t of the b u t m e n t s 
and fac ings i s r e d s a n d s t o n e . The l a t t e r had to be conveyed 
f r o m the q u a r r y , a d i s t a n c e of e i g h t e e n m i l e s . 

The bu i ld ing f a c e s w e s t , and i s of l i b e r a l d i m e n s i o n s , 
i t s l eng th be ing , i n c l u s i v e of a s e m i - c i r c u l a r p r o j e c t i o n at 
one end, in w h i c h i s l o c a t e d the v e s t r y , 127 feet s ix i n c h e s , 
whi le the wid th i s s e v e n t y - t h r e e feet four i n c h e s . The f ron t 
e l eva t i on i s s t r i k i n g l y h a n d s o m e , be ing e m b e l l i s h e d by a 
t o w e r w h i c h r i s e s to a he igh t of e ighty feet , e x c l u s i v e of the 
v a n e . A n o t h e r s m a l l e r t o w e r is l o c a t e d n e a r one c o r n e r of 
the f ront . T h e r e a r e s e v e n e n t r a n c e s , t h r e e in f ront and two 
on e a c h s i d e , wh i l e the e n t i r e s t r u c t u r e i s a m p l y l i gh ted wi th 
a s u i t a b l e n u m b e r of a p p r o p r i a t e w i n d o w s . The c h o i r i s un ique 
and a t t r a c t i v e . It i s s e m i - c i r c u l a r in f o r m . It i s in the p a r t 
of the bu i ld ing of tha t shape tha t a b u t s f r o m the r e a r . It h a s 
an o - g a n s t and , and h a s a c a p a c i t y for s e a t i n g fifty s i n g e r s . In 
f ron t of i t i s the s t and , wh ich h a s two e l e v a t i o n s , b e s i d e s t h e 
B i s h o p s c o m p a r t m e n t of i t , w h i c h i s on the l e v e l wi th the f loor . 

A s p e c i a l f e a t u r e of the bu i ld ing i s tha t , n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g 
i t s u n u s u a l l eng th , a l l t he peop le s e a t e d on the l o w e r p a r t of 
the a u d i t o r i u m can c o m m a n d a full v iew of the s t and , inc lud ing 
the l o w e s t p o r t i o n of i t . T h i s a d v a n t a g e i s ga ined by inc l in ing 
the f loor at an a p p r o p r i a t e ang le f r o m the s tand to the e x t r e m e 
end of the h a l l . The g a l l e r y s u r r o u n d s the who le of the i n t e r i o r 
wi th t h e e x c e p t i o n of the e a s t end, w h e r e the s t and and c h o i r 
a r e l o c a t e d . It i s s u p p o r t e d by p i l l a r s , wh ich , by runn ing c l e a r 
t h r o u g h f r o m f loor to roof, a l s o s u s t a i n s the l a t t e r . 
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L. D. S. TABERNACLE IN PARIS, BEAR LAKE VALLEY 

Constructed 1884-1889 at a cost of $50, 000. Joseph Don Carlos 
Young was the archi tec t . One hundred and twenty-seven feet and six 
inches in length and seventy-three feet and four inches in width. Con­
sidered to be the finest church edifice in the State of Idaho in 1899. 
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The ce i l ing i s a d m i r a b l e . The m i d d l e p o r t i o n of it i s a 
s p e c i e s of n a v e , be ing a l m o s t s e m i - c i r c u l a r in f o r m , -with 
an i s l e p a r a l l e l i n g it on e a c h s i d e . The who le i s t h r o w n in to 
p a n e l s by t i m b e r i n g , t he wood be ing a p p r o p r i a t e l y s t a i ned . 
T h i s g i v e s i t a s o m e w h a t h e a v y and subdued a p p e a r a n c e , in 
k e e p i n g w i th t h e c h a r a c t e r of the e x e r c i s e s conduc ted wi th in 
i t - - t h e w o r s h i p of God. 

Unde r the bui ld ing i s a b a s e m e n t c o n s t r u c t e d in s u c h a 
way a s to r e n d e r it s u i t a b l e for the i n t r o d u c t i o n of r a d i a t i n g 
a p p a r a t u s for h e a t i n g . In due t i m e th i s i m p r o v e m e n t wi l l 
be added , 

T h i s e l egan t bu i ld ing w a s d e s i g n e d by J o s e p h Don C a r l o s 
Young, of t h i s c i ty , and does e x c e l l e n t c r e d i t to h i s t a s t e s and 
sk i l l . It h a s a s ea t i ng c a p a c i t y b o r d e r i n g on 3 , 0 0 0 . It i s n e a r i n g 
c o m p l e t i o n , be ing so far a d v a n c e d in t h a t d i r e c t i o n tha t for 
s o m e t i m e pub l i c m e e t i n g s have been he ld in i t . By t h e t i m e 
i t r e c e i v e s the f in ishing t o u c h e s i t wi l l have c o s t in the n e i g h ­
b o r h o o d of $50 , 000 . It i s a s u b s t a n t i a l m o n u m e n t of the e n t e r ­
p r i s e of P r e s i d e n t Budge and Counci l and the peop l e of B e a r 
L a k e S take , who a r e no ted for being p o s s e s s e d of a g e n e r o u s 
d i s p o s i t i o n and m u c h pub l i c s p i r i t . 

On S e p t e m b e r 15, 1889, the d e d i c a t i o n s e r v i c e s for the T a b e r n a c l e 
20 w e r e he ld , ^ w i th P r e s i d e n t Wi l fo rd Woodruff and P r e s i d e n t G e o r g e Q. 

Cannon in a t t e n d a n c e . The d e d i c a t o r y p r a y e r w a s of fered by P r e s i d e n t 
Cannon, fol lowed by a t a lk f r o m Wi l fo rd Woodruff, a f te r w h i c h P r e s i d e n t 
G e o r g e P a r k i n s o n of Oneida S take spoke , m e n t i o n i n g : "We have no s u c h 
bu i ld ing in One ida S take as t h i s . " 2 0 He w a s fol lowed by T h o m a s R i ch , 
who r e c o u n t e d m u c h of h i s p a s t l a b o r s and e x p e r i e n c e s in s e t t l i ng the 
c o u n t r y . He m e n t i o n e d t h a t he had b r o u g h t t h e f i r s t t e a m into the v a l l e y 
t w e n t y - s e v e n y e a r s ago ( th is would have been in 1862, when h e , wi th 
Colone l T h o m a s M a r t i n e a u and o t h e r s , e x p l o r e d the v a l l e y ) , and c a m p e d 
on the s i t e w h e r e M o n t p e l i e r had s i n c e b e e n s e t t l e d . P r e s i d e n t Cannon 
then r e a d f r o m the B i b l e - - M a t t h e w , C h a p t e r T h i r t y . T h i s w a s fol lowed 
by a d e d i c a t o r y a n t h e m . The b e n e d i c t i o n w a s g iven by E l d e r G e o r g e 
R e y n o l d s . A l m o s t one -ha l f of the s t ake popu la t ion , wh ich r a n g e d f r o m 
Soda S p r i n g s , fo r ty m i l e s n o r t h , to Woodruff, n e a r l y s e v e n t y m i l e s to 
the sou th , and o v e r in to S t a r Va l l ey , fifty m i l e s to the e a s t , w a s p r e s e n t 

20 on the day of d e d i c a t i o n . 

Al though the bui ld ing had been c o m p l e t e d and d e d i c a t e d , one p a r t w a s 
left u n f i n i s h e d - - t h e p a y m e n t of the b i l l s . The d r a i n on t h e c i t i z e n s had 
been h e a v y . F o r one th ing , t he g o v e r n m e n t ' s a n t i - p o l y g a m y m e a s u r e s had 
put a s t r a i n upon the p e o p l e . The p o l y g y n i s t s often had gone into h id ing , 
t h u s , l o s i n g v a l u a b l e w o r k i n g t i m e . In add i t ion , t h e r e w e r e dona t i ons for 
the D e f e n s e Fund , an a s s e s s m e n t on the w a r d s to r a i s e m o n e y to h i r e 
l a w y e r s and pay the f ines of t h o s e m e n who w e r e c o n v i c t e d of v io la t ing the 
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the ant i -bigamy laws. It was a joint fund among all of the Idaho "Mormons . " 
Moreover , the Bear Lake Saints were still continuing their donations on 
the Salt Lake Temple . Thus, the final bil ls on the Tabernac le were not 
paid until 1893. This included instal lat ion of a pipe organ that was made 
in 1892. 2 2 The las t indebtedness of $475. 00 was paid by the F i r s t P r e s i ­
dency of the Church because the Bear Lake people had paid "so m u c h m o r e on 
the special temple donations than was asked for. " 

The Bear Lake Stake Tabernacle at the t ime of construct ion was the 
l a rges t Church building in the state of Idaho. " Mr. Hyrum T. F rench 
wrote in 1914: "This Tabernacle is one of the finest church edifices 
in the s ta te . " The History of Idaho, published by the Lewis Publishing 
Company in 1899, pays an even m o r e glowing t r ibute to the t abernac le , 
stating: "It was built at a cost of $50, 000 and is by far the finest church 
edifice in the s ta te . " 2 ^ 

Ea r ly Schools and the Academy 

Beginning the second winter in the valley (1864-65), the young people 
found that even in Bear Lake Valley, they had to attend school. Joseph C. 
Rich and George Osmond taught the f i rs t school in P a r i s . It s eems that 
they s ta r ted late in the fall, teaching until the snow became so deep that 
the pupils couldn't get to school. " This made the school year a r a the r 
short one. 

Bloomington was not sett led until the s u m m e r of 1864, but the res iden t s 
w e r e ambit ious enough to build a log school house that very yea r . 2 ' The 
school building measu red sixteen by twenty feet, had a d i r t roof, and a 

2 ft conspicuously l a rge chimney. The floor, the type called a punchin floor, ° 
was made by laying the logs side by side and smoothing the top side. The 
building was divided into two rooms with a wagon cover and was heated 
from a big f i replace. J a m e s H. Har t and George Osmond conducted the 
f i rs t school he r e . 2 9 The bas ic subjects (the three " r ' s " ) , along with 
spelling, were about all that was taught. In fact, that is all the scho la r s 
had t ime for, because work was p res s ing . The students usual ly went to 
school only two or three months of the yea r . 29 In some se t t l ements , at 
t imes , they would go to school only three months every other yea r . 2 9 

At f irs t , their school supplies consisted of a spelling book, a s la te , 30 
and perhaps one or two reading books for the room. Gradually reading books 
became avai lable . Anyone who could m a s t e r the fifth r e a d e r was said to have 
been considered an educated pe r son . Penmanship and spelling were grea t ly 
emphasized, and a good brand of -writing was produced. 

In 1871 J a m e s H. Har t became county superintendant of schools . Not 
much was done by the county officers in providing school faci l i t ies , however, 
for it was considered to be m o r e the bus iness and prob lem of the Church. 
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E a c h w a r d w a s to s e e that i t s peop l e w e r e p r o v i d e d wi th a s choo l , the t a s k 
of the b i s h o p r i c , u n d e r the d i r e c t i o n of the s t ake o f f i c e r s . In one of the 
C h u r c h m e e t i n g s an a n n o u n c e m e n t would be m a d e of a m a s s m e e t i n g to 
e l e c t s choo l t r u s t e e s . 32 S o m e t i m e s t h e s e would i n c l u d e the b i s h o p r i c , 
the Sunday School s u p e r in t endan t (af ter Sunday Schools began) , and a s 
m a n y o t h e r s a s w e r e d e e m e d a d v i s a b l e . 

Af te r the n o r t h e r n p a r t of R i c h County w a s cut off f r o m Utah, the 
r e s i d e n t s b e g a n paying t a x e s in Idaho , and in 1875 B e a r L a k e County w a s 
c r e a t e d . At the c o m m i s s i o n e r ' s m e e t i n g s on A p r i l 6, the county w a s 
d iv ided into twelve school d i s t r i c t s , n u m b e r e d f r o m the sou th to the n o r t h : 
F i s h Haven b e c a m e N u m b e r One; St. C h a r l e s south , N u m b e r Two; St. 
C h a r l e s n o r t h , N u m b e r T h r e e ; B looming ton N u m b e r F o u r ; P a r i s south , 
N u m b e r F i v e ; P a r i s n o r t h , N u m b e r Six; L i b e r t y , N u m b e r Seven; Ovid, 
N u m b e r E igh t ; P r e s t o n , N u m b e r Nine ; M o n t p e l i e r , N u m b e r Ten; Benning ton , 
N u m b e r E l e v e n ; and G e o r g e t o w n (in the e x t r e m e n o r t h ) , N u m b e r T w e l v e . 34 

Two m i l l s on the d o l l a r w e r e l ev i ed a s a schoo l t ax , the m i n i m u m 
the l aw would a l low. No doubt the r e a s o n for th i s w a s tha t the i dea s t i l l 
p r e v a i l e d t h a t t he m a j o r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y should be in the h a n d s of the C h u r c h . 
U s u a l l y the s choo l h o u s e w a s the C h u r c h a l s o , but s o m e t i m e s s e p a r a t e 
bu i l d ings w e r e c o n s t r u c t e d . F o r m a n y y e a r s the s c h o o l s in m o s t d i s t r i c t s 
w e r e a c o m b i n a t i o n of c h u r c h , p r i v a t e , and publ ic s c h o o l s . The C h u r c h 
p r o v i d e d the bu i ld ing , the p u p i l s pa id so m u c h p e r m o n t h tu i t ion , and the 
coun ty p r o v i d e d a s m a l l a m o u n t to he lp out in one -way o r a n o t h e r . At 
f i r s t the a m o u n t w a s v e r y m e a g r e . 

In 1863 W i l l i a m N. B . S h e p h e r d announced tha t he w a s in favor of 
s u s t a i n i n g s c h o o l s by t axa t ion , b e l i e v i n g tha t if th i s s y s t e m w e r e i n t r o d u c e d 
t h e peop l e would g r e a t l y benef i t by i t , 35 for t he ex i s t i ng s y s t e m w a s too 
m i x e d up . M r . Shephe rd w a s a m e m b e r of a c o m m i t t e e wh ich had been 
appo in t ed to s tudy the school s i t ua t ion , and which r e c o m m e n d e d to the 
coun ty c o m m i s s i o n e r s a t a x of e ight m i l l s on the d o l l a r . 

Two y e a r s b e f o r e , W i l l i a m Budge had d e p l o r e d the h i r i n g of Gen t i l e 
t e a c h e r s . At t ha t t i m e there w e r e two n o n - M o r m o n t e a c h e r s e m p l o y e d in 
the v a l l e y . He r e c o m m e n d e d tha t young m e n f r o m B e a r L a k e be sen t 
to the u n i v e r s i t y to p r e p a r e for t e a c h i n g . T h e r e g r a d u a l l y g r e w to be 
s o m e t e n s i o n a s to w h e t h e r the s c h o o l s shou ld be C h u r c h - c o n t r o l l e d o r 
not . Some c o m m u n i t i e s i nc luded a few n o n - L a t t e r - d a y Saint f a m i l i e s . 
Of c o u r s e , M o n t p e l i e r , w h i c h b e c a m e half Gen t i l e , p r e s e n t e d a d i f fe ren t 
p r o b l e m f r o m the o t h e r d i s t r i c t s . 

P a r i s had qui te a n u m b e r of n o n - L a t t e r - d a y Sa in t s a l s o and in D e c e m ­
b e r 1894 t h e r e w e r e t h r e e s c h o o l s in e x i s t e n c e wi th in the b o u n d a r y l i m i t s 
of the P a r i s second w a r d - - a c h u r c h schoo l ( B e a r Lake S take A c a d e m y , 
l a t e r c a l l e d F i e l d i n g A c a d e m y ) , a d i s t r i c t s choo l , and a P r e s b y t e r i a n 
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c h u r c h s c h o o l . " N e a r l y a l l of the c h i l d r e n in the c h u r c h and d i s t r i c t 
s c h o o l s w e r e L a t t e r - d a y S a i n t s a s a l s o w e r e qui te a few of the s c h o l a r s 
in the P r e s b y t e r i a n s choo l . The P r e s b y t e r i a n m i n i s t e r , R e v e r e n d 
Boyd, who had c o m e to P a r i s about 1884, w a s a t f i r s t g iven t h e f r e e d o m 
of the m e e t i n g h o u s e s ( L a t t e r - d a y Saint C h u r c h bu i ld ings ) ; but , a f t e r 
denounc ing C h u r c h l e a d e r s , t h i s p r i v i l e g e w a s w i t h d r a w n un t i l he could 
s t i ck to " p r i n c i p l e s . " They then bu i l t a c h u r c h of t h e i r own and e m p l o y e d 
a l ady schoo l t e a c h e r . 3 9 

I I II 

M o s t of the schoo l p r o b l e m s a r i s i n g b e t w e e n M o r m o n s and n o n -
" M o r m o n s -were -worked out v e r y a m i c a b l y . The S take P r e s i d e n c y and 

ii II 

High Counc i l r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r in M a r c h of 1887 f r o m a n o n - M o r m o n , 
W i l l i a m Q u a y l e , who w a s l i v ing in Cot tonwood (now Ding l e ) . He r e q u e s t e d 
a h e a r i n g b e f o r e t h e s t a k e o f f i c e r s b e c a u s e t h e b i s h o p had o r d e r e d t h e 
s choo l h o u s e t o r n down and m o v e d b e f o r e the schoo l t e r m had ended . It 
s e e m s t h a t M r . Quay le had been good enough to g u a r a n t e e the t e a c h e r ' s 
s a l a r y . Whi le the m o v i n g w a s be ing done , t h e r e w a s no tu i t ion c o m i n g 
in f r o m t h e s c h o l a r s and the c h i l d r e n w e r e d e p r i v e d of the s choo l ing . A 
h e a r i n g w a s g r a n t e d a t w h i c h e a c h m a n p r e s e n t e d h i s c a s e . T h e b i s h o p 
g a v e h i s r e a s o n s for doing a s he did, and M r . Quay le gave h i s o b j e c t i o n s . 
J u s t wha t could be done about the m a t t e r w a s h a r d l y c l e a r in the r e c o r d , 
but the d e c i s i o n r e n d e r e d w a s in favor of M r . Q u a y l e , 

A schoo l c a s e in B l o o m i n g t o n w a s r a t h e r a m u s i n g , for i t s e e m e d to 
be a c a s e of peop l e v e r s u s the p e o p l e . A m e e t i n g of the c i t i z e n s w a s c a l l e d 
in o r d e r to " a d j u s t the c l a i m s of the c i t i z e n s of B l o o m i n g t o n and the s choo l 
t r u s t e e s " as to who owned the s choo l h o u s e . M r . W i l l i a m H u l m e w a s e l e c ­
ted c h a i r m a n of t h e m e e t i n g and E d w a r d Haddock , s e c r e t a r y . When the 
m e e t i n g w a s t h r o w n open for d i s c u s s i o n , a n u m b e r of p e o p l e spoke abou t 
the h o u s e having b e e n bui l t by the c i t i z e n s by s u b s c r i p t i o n . A l s o , it was 
m e n t i o n e d tha t the s choo l t r u s t e e s had m a d e r e p a i r s and f i t ted it up a s a 
s choo l h o u s e . A c o m m i t t e e of t h r e e c i t i z e n s w a s then appo in t ed to con fe r 
w i t h t h e schoo l t r u s t e e s c o n c e r n i n g the m a t t e r . 

One w e e k l a t e r a n o t h e r c i t i z e n s ' m e e t i n g w a s he ld a t w h i c h the c o m m i t ­
t ee p r e s e n t e d i t s r e p o r t . G e o r g e O s m o n d , c h a i r m a n of the m e e t i n g , c a l l e d 
for a r e p o r t . The c h a i r m a n of the c o m m i t t e e s t a t e d tha t t hey had m e t w i t h 
t h e t r u s t e e s ; t ha t s a i d t r u s t e e s c l a i m e d half of the lo t and $150 r e p a i r s on 
the h o u s e , a long w i th the d e s k s and o t h e r s choo l h o u s e f u r n i t u r e ; and t h a t 
the c o m m i t t e e had a l lowed th i s c l a i m and of fe red the schoo l t r u s t e e s the 
half lo t known a s the T a b e r n a c l e lot w i th the h o u s e now upon it be long ing 
to the Young M e n ' s Mutua l I m p r o v e m e n t A s s o c i a t i o n of B l o o m i n g t o n . T h i s 
w a s o f fe red in l i e u of a l l c l a i m s on the half lo t and s c h o o l h o u s e . The t r u s ­
t e e s a g r e e d to a c c e p t the of fer , and the m e e t i n g w a s t h e n t h r o w n open for 
d i s c u s s i o n , a f t e r w h i c h the c i t i z e n s u n a n i m o u s l y a c c e p t e d the w o r k of t h e 
c o m m i t t e e . It w a s a l s o m o v e d and c a r r i e d tha t t he m i n u t e s of the m e e t i n g s 
be r e c o r d e d in the B l o o m i n g t o n W a r d R e c o r d Book."*2 
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It is only natura l that many t eacher s were employed out of necess i ty 
who were not the best qualified. The Te r r i t o ry of Idaho, wishing to bet­
ter qualify i ts t e ache r s , passed a law requir ing them to attend t eache r s ' 
inst i tutes held in the var ious counties. 3 The penalty for lack of at ten­
dance, after being duly notified, was that the d is t r ic t not represen ted would 
be r e s t r i c t ed from sharing the public funds. 

Church l eade r s were also in te res ted in having well-qualified t e a c h e r s . 
In Stake Pr ies thood Meeting P re s iden t Budge mentioned this law and the 
penalty, and, favoring its enforcement, urged all t e ache r s to attend. The 
super intendant A. Galloway mentioned that it might encourage the t eache r s 
"in their l abo r s " if they were bet ter paid. Finally, the Pr ies thood group 
took a vote in favor of holding t e a c h e r s ' inst i tutes "not l e s s than once in 
two months and not l e s s than a two-day sess ion. " 3 Since all this took place 
in a priesthood meeting in 1885, it seems that Church and s ta te , so far as 
schools were concerned in the Bear Lake Valley, were still closely integ­
rated at that t ime . 

This was the spring, however, when Idaho disfranchised all Mormons, 
but it took about two yea r s before their polit ical r ights in county government 
in Bear Lake County were taken away. At this t ime all polygynist officers 
were deposed and non-Mormons were instal led in their p l aces . Although 
the Mormons got along well with the non-Mormon officials, they did not 
feel disposed to le t the Gentiles handle the education of thei r children; and 
the idea of Church schools, separa te from any s tate aid, began to take 
shape in the valley. 

Agitation for a School of Higher Learning. Toward the close of the 
colonizing per iod the people began to r ea l i ze that the valley needed a higher 
school of some kind. A few of the young people were going to school in 
Salt Lake and Provo, but such an expense was too grea t for many of the 
famil ies . It was felt that a good school at home would help out cons ider ­
ably. As ear ly as 1880 the plan was to use the four a c r e s on the east side 
of the public square to build a high school, " but nothing definite was begun 
at this t ime. In Apri l of 1882 the Bear Lake Democra t stated that the e s ­
tabl ishment of a high school -was "fast becoming a necess i ty , " giving as 
reasons the expense of leaving home and the temptat ions involved.- 3 

We earnes t ly invite the attention of Bishops, t r u s t e e s , and 
other leading men of our community to this important m a t t e r . If 
p roper public spi r i t is exhibited in the building and furnishing of a 
suitable Academy; and then followed by due l ibera l i ty in procuring 
and sustaining competent t e ache r s , the benefits resul t ing would 
far m o r e than compensate for the exceptions made . Let us have 
a high school. 

Two months la ter the paper again called attention to the need of a "High 
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o r g r a d e d s c h o o l : " 

If we canno t bu i ld a s u i t a b l e s c h o o l h o u s e , l e t u s r e n t a 
bu i ld ing and fix i t up for the p u r p o s e , w h e r e t h e r e i s a -will t h e r e 
i s a w a y and it i s c e r t a i n l y t i m e tha t s u c h a wi l l w a s m a n i ­
f e s t e d . 

P e r s i s t e n c e b r i n g s s u c c e s s , a l though it often t a k e s t i m e and p a t i e n c e . 
F i n a l l y , in 1887 a g r a d e d o r " h i g h e r s c h o o l " w a s o r g a n i z e d u n d e r the 
a u s p i c e s of the C h u r c h , with Got t l i eb L . G. H e s s e l l a s the f i r s t p r i n c i p a l . " 
P r e s i d e n t W i l l i a m Budge b e c a m e p r e s i d e n t of the b o a r d of t r u s t e e s . The 
s choo l , g iven t h e n a m e B e a r L a k e S take A c a d e m y , ' f i r s t w a s noth ing 
m o r e than a g r a d e d s c h o o l . Som e of i t s s c h o l a r s w e r e t h o s e "who had 
p a s s e d pub l i c s choo l age wi thout ge t t i ng a pub l i c s choo l e d u c a t i o n . " 4 ' 
B r i g h a m Young sen t E l d e r K a r l G. M a e s e r to B e a r L a k e in 1889 to s o l i d ­
ify the C h u r c h schoo l m o v e m e n t t h e r e and put the A c a d e m y on a sound 
b a s i s . 48 

It i s i n t e r e s t i n g to no te tha t one of the r e q u i r e m e n t s for e n t r a n c e in to 
the A c a d e m y w a s n o n - u s e of w h i s k y and t o b a c c o . 4 9 

The schoo l f i r s t he ld fo r th in the county c o u r t h o u s e , wi th f r o m fifty 
to s e v e n t y - f i v e s t u d e n t s in a t t e n d a n c e . F r o m the c o u r t h o u s e i t w a s m o v e d 
to a t i n s h o p and then to one of the m e e t i n g h o u s e s . H e r e it r e m a i n e d for 
qui te s o m e t i m e , un t i l an old f u r n i t u r e s t o r e w a s v a c a t e d and f i t ted up for 
i t . It i s s a id t ha t d u r i n g t h e s e y e a r s the t e a c h e r s often dona ted m u c h of 
t h e i r s a l a r y in o r d e r to k e e p the s choo l func t ion ing . At d i f fe ren t t i m e s 
i t a p p e a r e d tha t i t would have to c l o s e i t s d o o r s , but e a c h t i m e s o m e u n ­
expected s u p p o r t c a m e . 

A s the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y ebbed away , t h e s choo l s of B e a r L a k e Va l l ey 
w e r e p r o n o u n c e d good. A h i s t o r i a n sa id of themu^O 

The publ ic s c h o o l s of B e a r L a k e County t a k e h igh r a n k . 
New schoo l f u r n i t u r e and a p p a r a t u s a r e to be found in e v e r y 
s choo l d i s t r i c t and o v e r half of the s choo l d i s t r i c t s h a v e new 
and c o m m o d i o u s schoo l h o u s e s . E x a m i n a t i o n s have b e e n f r e ­
quent , so a s to p r e v e n t any ind iv idua l t e a c h i n g schoo l who could 
not c o m e up to the r e q u i r e d s t a n d a r d . 

C o n s t r u c t i n g a Bui ld ing for the A c a d e m y . The bu i ld ing of a p e r m a n e n t 
h o m e for the A c a d e m y had to w a i t for the T a b e r n a c l e to be f in i shed . Then 
P r e s i d e n t Budge sa id : 

L e t the w a r d s get t h r o u g h qu ick ly wi th t h e i r pub l i c w o r k 
and be r e a d y aga in for s o m e t h i n g of a s t a k e n a t u r e s ay in the 
bu i ld ing of an A c a d e m y for the e d u c a t i o n of o u r c h i l d r e n . 
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But the peop l e s t i l l had too m a n y o t h e r b u r d e n s . About the t i m e the 
D e f e n s e Fund , E m i g r a t i o n Fund , T a b e r n a c l e debt , and Sal t L a k e T e m p l e 
d o n a t i o n s a l l had b e e n pa id o r d i s con t i nued , the peop le w e r e a s k e d to 
r e s p o n d wi th m o n e y to bu i ld a m o n u m e n t to B r i g h a m Young in Sal t L a k e 
Ci ty . 5 2 

E v e n though t h e dona t ions for t h i s c a u s e ex tended o v e r the nex t five 
o r s ix y e a r s , t h e peop l e did not wa i t un t i l e v e r y t h i n g w a s c o m p l e t e d . In 
1896 they de f in i t e ly d e c i d e d to go ahead wi th c o n s t r u c t i o n of the A c a d e m y . 
S e v e n t y - f i v e to o n e - h u n d r e d young peop le w e r e l e a v i n g t h e v a l l e y e a c h 
y e a r to go to schoo l e l s e w h e r e , - ) 2 t ak ing an a v e r a g e of $200 p e r p e r s o n 
out of the va l l ey tha t could w e l l be spen t a t h o m e . The A c a d e m y w a s to 
be a s choo l for r i c h and poo r a l i k e , but it would be to the b i g g e r a d v a n ­
t a g e of the p o o r who could not send t h e i r c h i l d r e n away to s c h o o l . 53 jt 
w a s fel t , h o w e v e r , t ha t a l l of the young p e o p l e , w h e t h e r r i c h o r p o o r , 

54 would be b e t t e r off a t h o m e . A l s o C h u r c h h e a d q u a r t e r s w e r e u r g i n g 
tha t e a c h s t a k e bui ld a schoo l of h i g h e r l e a r n i n g to t a k e c a r e of the young 
peop l e when they g radua ted f r o m d i s t r i c t s c h o o l . ~>-' 

Af te r a def in i te d e c i s i o n to bui ld , the nex t p r o b l e m w a s to d e c i d e in 
w h i c h town. It wi l l no doubt be a r e v e l a t i o n to t h e peop le of P a r i s to know 
tha t B i s h o p W. W. C l a r k of M o n t p e l i e r m a d e a m o t i o n tha t t he A c a d e m y 
be bu i l t in P a r i s . ^" But the d e c i s i o n w a s not to be r u s h e d , and a c o m m i t ­
t e e w a s appo in t ed to s tudy the m a t t e r . When a c o n c l u s i o n w a s r e a c h e d , 
P a r i s w a s the c h o i c e , a l though St. C h a r l e s m a d e a s t r o n g bid for i t . 
P r o f e s s o r E . M a e s e r d r e w up p l a n s for c o n s t r u c t i o n of a s choo l bu i ld ing . 
t ha t •would a c c o m m o d a t e 300 p u p i l s in s ix c l a s s r o o m s - - f i f t y pup i l s p e r 
r o o m . C o n s i d e r e d suff ic ient for the t i m e , t h i s p lan -would inc lude the 
m a i n bu i ld ing and one wing , w i th a n o t h e r wing to be added l a t e r . The c o s t 
of the bu i ld ing w i th one wing, e s t i m a t e d to be $ 5 , 245, inc luded a b r i c k 
and r o c k foundat ion , bu t did not i n c l u d e the hau l ing of the b r i c k , s and , and 
l i m e . 5 7 • , • ' • . ' 

E l d e r J . U. S tucki of fered to dona te a f o u r - a c r e s i t e on a hi l l a p p r o x ­
i m a t e l y o n e - h a l f m i l e due w e s t of t h e c o u r t h o u s e . His offer w a s a c c e p t e d . ->' 
The o r i g i n a l s i t e m e n t i o n e d in 1880 (the e a s t four a c r e s of the pub l i c 
s q u a r e ) s e e m s not to have b e e n c o n s i d e r e d . 58 On A p r i l 27, 1896, a s p e c ­
i a l a c a d e m y gxmnd d e d i c a t i o n w a s held on the c h o s e n s i t e , wi th P r e s i d e n t 
W i l l i a m Budge p r e s i d i n g , A p r a y e r w a s of fe red by T h o m a s S le igh t . T h e n 
the song "High on the Moun ta in T o p " w a s sung, a f t e r w h i c h P r e s i d e n t W. L. 
R i c h , E l d e r J . U. S tuck i , P r i n c i p a l E . M a e s e r , B i s h o p s W i l l i a m W e s t , 
R o b e r t P r i c e , P r e s i d e n t J . H. H a r t , and P r e s i d e n t W i l l i a m Budge e a c h 
spoke c o n c e r n i n g the i m p o r t a n c e of the w o r k about to be u n d e r t a k e n and 
i t s a d v a n t a g e s to the p e o p l e . ^9 

P r e s i d e n t J a m e s H. H a r t w a s appo in ted by the bui ld ing c o m m i t t e e to 
be s u p e r i n t e n d e n t of c o n s t r u c t i o n . " By m i d - J u l y , o v e r $ 1 , 0 0 0 had b e e n 
pa id ; m o s t of i t in dona ted l a b o r . By O c t o b e r , b e c a u s e the m o n e y had 
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been s low coming in, the bu i ld ing c o m m i t t e e w a s in deb t $250 for l i m e , 
$400 to the b r i c k m a k e r s , and b e t w e e n $500 and $600 to the m a s o n s and 
t e n d e r s . A s p e c i a l m e e t i n g w a s ca l l ed to c r e a t e a l i t t l e m o r e e n t h u s ­
i a s m and to s t r e s s the i m p o r t a n c e of the bui ld ing to t h o s e peop le who 
l ived f u r t h e s t away . "3 n a p p e a r s tha t s o m e of t h e m w e r e not e n t h u s i a s t i c 
about bui ld ing a schoo l in P a r i s , for they felt t h a t t he m o n e y could be 
b e t t e r spen t in t h e i r h o m e c o m m u n i t y . Yet , a s a g e n e r a l r u l e , the 
r e s p o n s e , even f r o m s u c h c o m m u n i t i e s a s L a k e t o w n , o v e r t h i r t y m i l e s 
away, w a s exce l l en t 63 

64 The c o m m i t t e e bui l t the m a i n s e c t i o n and the sou th wing f i r s t . By 
1899 the s econd s t o r y w a s c o m p l e t e d , and in the s p r i n g of 1900 the wa l l 
of the t h i r d s t o r y w a s bu i l t . In Augus t i t w a s announced tha t a n o t h e r 
m o n t h ' s w o r k would c o m p l e t e the bu i ld ing . But on S e p t e m b e r 13, 1900, 
a s l igh t s e t - b a c k o c c u r r e d . A t e r r i f i c w i n d s t o r m c a m e up about s i x 
o ' c lock in the evening , b r e a k i n g down a p a r t of one of the w a l l s . N e v e r ­
t h e l e s s , in O c t o b e r the roof was put on the bu i ld ing a s t h e f inal a c h i e v e ­
m e n t of the Sa in t s in B e a r L a k e Va l l ey du r ing the n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 
In 1901 the pup i l s of the A c a d e m y moved into t h e i r new h o m e , a l though 
t h e bu i ld ing w a s not qui te c o m p l e t e d i n s i d e . 

E x c e p t for about $2 , 800 in l a b o r t i th ing c o n t r i b u t e d by the C h u r c h 
h e a d q u a r t e r s , the l o c a l peop l e had c o n s t r u c t e d the A c a d e m y e n t i r e l y 
by dona t ion e i t h e r of l a b o r o r c a p i t a l . The to t a l c o s t had a m o u n t e d to 
$65 , 000 . " 5 Along wi th a new bu i ld ing , the A c a d e m y r e c e i v e d a new 
n a m e - - F i e l d i n g A c a d e m y in honor of M a r y F i e l d i n g , m o t h e r of P r e s i d e n t 
J o s e p h F . Smi th , who w a s the p r e s i d e n t of the C h u r c h a t t ha t t i m e . He 
a t t ended the ded i ca t i on as an h o n o r e d g u e s t on N o v e m b e r 10, 1902. 

Bui l t in P a r i s , Idaho, 1896-1902 , at a c o s t of $65 , 000 . It w a s 
p l anned by P r o f e s s o r E . M a e s e r . D e s t r o y e d by f i r e 1928. 
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CHAPTER XII 

FOLKLORE--THE BEAR LAKE MONSTER 

The O r i g i n of t h e S t o r y 

C l i m b a t r e e , quick , h e r e 
c o m e s the B e a r L a k e M o n s t e r : 

With J o s e p h C. R i c h a s t r i d e , 
ac t ing a s s p o n s o r . 

Hide in the b r a n c h e s , w e l l , 
and a l l s top b r e a t h i n g ; 

F i n d i n g no boys to ea t , 
soon t h e y ' l l be l e a v i n g . 

Hush , t h r o u g h the b r u s h they r u s h , 
a l l decked in s a g e and ye l low. 

J u s t s e e t h e h o r s e s r u n , 
j u s t h e a r the c a t t l e be l low. 

Oh, J o e , you c r u e l f o e - -
good r i d d a n c e to t h e s p o n s o r ; 

J u s t h e a r t h e m blow, t h e r e they go 
g o o d - b y e , you h o r r i d m o n s t e r : 

On J u l y 27, 1868, J o s e p h C. R i c h sen t an a r t i c l e to the D e s e r e t N e w s 
c o n c e r n i n g the B e a r L a k e M o n s t e r . F o r m a n y y e a r s a f t e r w a r d s the m o n ­
s t e r s t o r y b e c a m e such a p a r t of the l i v e s of the p e o p l e and t h e i r v i s i t o r s 
t ha t to l e a v e it out would m a k e any h i s t o r y of the v a l l e y i n c o m p l e t e . The 
a r t i c l e , p u b l i s h e d in the D e s e r e t News on Augus t 3, 1868, s t a t e d tha t t he 
Ind ians had a t r a d i t i o n about a m o n s t e r -who had c a p t u r e d and c a r r i e d away 
Ind ians 'while ba th ing but t h a t i t had not b e e n s e e n s i n c e t h e buffalo i n h a b ­
i ted the v a l l e y . The Ind ians d e s c r i b e d it a s be ing "of the s e r p e n t k i n d " 
but wi th l e g s about e igh t een i n c h e s long on w h i c h i t s o m e t i m e s w a l k e d a s 
it c a m e out on the s h o r e a s h o r t d i s t a n c e . T h e y a l s o r e p o r t e d it to be 
ab le to s p u r t w a t e r u p w a r d s out of i t s m o u t h . 

Af te r s e t t l e m e n t of the v a l l e y , s e v e r a l peop le r e p o r t e d s e e i n g s o m e 
k ind of a huge a n i m a l , bu t t h e y w e r e u s u a l l y a lone and no one g a v e m u c h 
c r e d e n c e to t h e i r r e p o r t s un t i l the s t o r y had been about f o r g o t t e n . Then 
a long the f i r s t p a r t of J u l y a c e r t a i n M r . S. M. J o h n s o n of South E d e n w a s 
going a long the l a k e s h o r e when he thought he saw the body of a d r o w n e d p e r ­
son in the l a k e . He wen t c l o s e r to the s h o r e , th ink ing tha t the w a v e s would 
soon w a s h it in . Then he saw the head and p a r t of the n e c k of s o m e k ind of 
a n i m a l he had n e v e r s e e n b e f o r e . "I t had e a r s o r b u n c h e s on the s ide of i t s 
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This cartoon of the Bear Lake Monster was at one t ime published 
in the Desere t News. 
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head n e a r l y a s l a r g e as a pint cup . The w a v e s at t i m e s would d a s h o v e r 
i t s head , when it would t h r o w w a t e r f r o m i t s m o u t h o r n o s e . " As the 
a n i m a l did not dr i f t w i th the w a v e s M r . J o h n s o n thought t ha t a p o r t i o n of 
the body m u s t be on the b o t t o m of the l a k e . 

The n e x t day t h r e e w o m e n and a m a n saw a m o n s t r o u s a n i m a l n e a r 
the s a m e p l a c e . It w a s s w i m m i n g when they f i r s t s aw i t , and they sa id 
i t could s w i m f a s t e r than a h o r s e could run on l and : 

On Sunday l a s t a s N. C. D a v i s and Al l en D a v i s of St. 
C h a r l e s , and T h o m a s S le igh t and J . Co l l i ngs of P a r i s wi th 
s i x w o m e n , w e r e r e t u r n i n g f r o m F i s h Haven , when about 
m i d w a y f r o m the l a t t e r n a m e d p l a c e to St. C h a r l e s t h e i r 
a t t e n t i o n w a s sudden ly a t t r a c t e d to a p e c u l i a r m o t i o n o r 
w a v e in the w a t e r about t h r e e m i l e s d i s t a n t . The l a k e w a s 
no t r ough , only a l i t t l e d i s t u r b e d by the wind. M r . S le igh t 
s a y s he d i s t i n c t l y s aw the s i d e s of a v e r y l a r g e a n i m a l tha t 
he would s u p p o s e to be not l e s s than n ine ty fee t in l e n g t h . 
M r . D a v i s don ' t [ s i c ] th ink he (Davis) s aw any p a r t of the body, 
but i s p o s i t i v e it m u s t h a v e b e e n not l e s s than fo r ty feet in 
l eng th , judging by the w a v e it r o l l e d up on ho th s i d e s of it a s 
it s w a m , and the wave it left in the r e a r . It -was going South, 
and a l l a g r e e d tha t i t s w a m wi th a s p e e d a l m o s t i n c r e d i b l e to 
t h e i r s e n s e s . M r . D a v i s s a y s he n e v e r saw a l o c o m o t i v e 
t r a v e l f a s t e r , and t h i n k s i t makes a m i l e a m i n u t e fas t . In a 
few minutes a f t e r the d i s c o v e r y of the f i r s t a s e c o n d fol lowed 
in i t s w a k e , but s e e m e d to be m u c h s m a l l e r , a p p e a r i n g to 
M r . S le igh t about t h e s i z e of a h o r s e . A l a r g e r one fol lowed 
t h i s , and so t i l l four l a r g e o n e s , in a l l and s ix s m a l l ones h a d 
r u n s o u t h w a r d out of s igh t . One of the l a r g e o n e s b e f o r e d i s ­
a p p e a r i n g m a d e a sudden t u r n to t h e w e s t a s h o r t d i s t a n c e ; 
then b a c k to h i s f o r m e r t r a c k . At t h i s t u r n M r . S le igh t s a y s 
he could d i s t i n c t l y s e e i t w a s a b r o w n i s h c o l o r . T h e y could 
j udge s o m e w h a t of t h e i r s p e e d by o b s e r v i n g known d i s t a n c e s on 
t h e o t h e r s i de of the l a k e , and a l l a g r e e that t h e v e l o c i t y w i t h 
w h i c h they p r o p e l l e d t h e m s e l v e s t h r o u g h the w a t e r w a s a s t o u n ­
d ing . They r e p r e s e n t the w a v e s t h a t r o l l e d up in f ront and on 
e a c h s ide of t h e m a s be ing t h r e e feet h igh f r o m w h e r e t hey s t ood . 
T h i s i s s u b s t a n t i a l l y t h e i r s t a t e m e n t a s they to ld m e . M e s s r s . 
D a v i s and r e l i a b l e p e r s o n s w h o s e v e r a c i t y i s undoub ted . I h a v e 
no doubt t h e y would be wi l l ing to m a k e a f f idav i t s to t h e i r s t a t e m e n t s . 

T h i s m a d e qui te an a r r a y of peop l e who had l a id c l a i m to s e e i n g m o n ­
s t e r s in the l a k e . M r . R i c h a s k s , " I s i t f i sh , f l e sh o r s e r p e n t , a m p h i b i o u s , 
a m f a b u l o u s o r a g r e a t big fib, o r wha t i s it; I g ive i t up , but l ive in h o p e s 
of s o m e d a y s e e i n g it , if it r e a l l y e x i s t s . " At the end of the a r t i c l e w a s a 
p o s t s c r i p t w h i c h r e a d : " D e a r B r o t h e r Cannon: I h a v e t a lked w i th s o m e 
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of the par t i es in relat ion to the mons ter s tory, and it is as Joseph has 
stated. I am, yours truly, Char les C. Rich. " 

Exci tement Created 

Three days after the appearance of this f i rs t a r t i c le , the Dese re t 
3 

News told of the grea t excitement that was being exhibited over the s tory. 
Before a month had passed, someone from the Desere t News staff men­
tioned that they had talked with many of the leading men in the Bear Lake 
Valley who all f irmly believed in the s tory as it had been published. 
Hardly a person the re doubted the s ta tements that had been made. F u r ­
t h e r m o r e , the Indian tradit ion cor robora ted all that had been said. They 
stated that within their memory two of their number had been ca r r i ed off 
by the m o n s t e r s , and they would not camp by or bathe in the lake. 

P lans had been discussed for the capture of one or more of the mon­
s t e r s , but at that date no effort had been made. Until the question of their 
existence was sett led, it was mentioned that the lake would not be a very 
popular place for fishing. Someone had t imed their speed with a watch, 
and a boat would have no chance of escaping if i ts occupants -were pursued 
or came in contact with one of the c r e a t u r e s . 

The News further s ta tes : Our r e a d e r s . . . can form their 
own conclusions . . . . The accounts a r e fishy, decidedly so, but 
we cannot dispute the persons who make them . . . . We must be ­
lieve they saw something r emarkab l e , whether mons t e r s or not we 
hope t ime will soon decide. 

A short t ime la te r Mr. J. C. Rich addressed another communication to 
the Dese re t News express ing his sor row that "cer ta in p e r s o n s " in Utah 
doubted the s tory when he had supposed that the m e r e fact that his init ials 
were attached to the s ta tement would render it indisputable: 

I am s o r r y they don't believe it, because they might come 
up here someday, and through their unbelief, be thrown off their 
guard and gobbled up by the Water Devil. There a re a very few 
people even he re , who disbelieve the mons ter 'doctrine' but as a 
genera l rule they a re not p rospered in what they undertake and 
their intel lects a r e tot tering; they a r e not considered competent 
to act as Fence Viewers , and no doubt the General Government 
will, in t ime, withold from them the blessing of paying in ternal 
revenue. 

Mr. Rich then te l ls how Mr. N. C. Davis had recent ly seen two m o r e 
of the mons te r s who were spouting water about ten feet h igh - - " say a b a r r e l 
full at a t ime . " Mr. P . U. Cook and o thers had seen one jogging along at 
about a mile a minute and it seemed to be just cruis ing. Mr. Cook was 
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m a k i n g p l a n s for the coming s u m m e r to c a p t u r e one . His p lan w a s to u s e 
a l a r g e " B e a r d e d hook, " a t t a c h e d to twen ty feet of c a b l e , w h i c h would 

n 

t h e n be f a s t e n e d onto 300 y a r d s of r o p e one inch th ick : 

At the end of the r o p e wi l l be a l a r g e buoy wi th a flag 
staff i n s e r t e d , and a s i n k e r to k e e p the staff in a p e r p e n ­
d i c u l a r p o s i t i o n . The s t a r s and s t r i p e s wi l l float f r o m the 
staff. To t h i s buoy wi l l be c o n n e c t e d a h u n d r e d y a r d s of 
t h r e e q u a r t e r r o p e , which wi l l be f a s t e n e d to the s w i t c h end 
of a t r e e on t h e s h o r e . The hook be ing b a i t e d wi th a leg of 
m u t t o n o r a young Indian , and a l lowed to s ink twenty feet in the 
w a t e r by m e a n s of a s m a l l e r buoy, c o m p l e t e s the p lan . When 
the m o n s t e r s w a l l o w s the ba i t , he wi l l n e c e s s a r i l y t a k e in a 
few y a r d s of c a b l e cha in ; t h i s wi l l p r e v e n t h i m f r o m b i t ing off 
the r o p e , and a s t h e cab l e wi l l no doubt be heavy on h i s s t o m a c h , 
he wi l l b a c k out , wh ich wi l l have the effect of f a s t en ing the hook 
in to h i s v i t a l s . About t h i s t i m e t h e r e wi l l be s o m e ta l l s q u i r m i n g 
and pu l l ing ; if any th ing b r e a k s i t m u s t be t h e s m a l l r o p e bet-ween 
t h e flag buoy and the b e a c h . He h a s s t i l l 900 feet of r o p e to 
p l ay on, and the l a r g e buoy can be fol lowed by the flag a l l o v e r 
the l a k e , o r un t i l he c o n c l u d e s to g ive up the ghos t . M r , Cook 
i s s angu ine of s u c c e s s . O t h e r s p r o p o s e e r e c t i n g dead fa l l s a t 
d i f f e ren t p l a c e s in t h e l a k e . If t h e s e p l a n s a l l fa i l , I sha l l d r a w 
one of t h e m up n e a r the s h o r e wi th a spy g l a s s and h a r p o o n i t ; 
o r , I w i l l s u b - l e t t he c a p t u r i n g b u s i n e s s to N. P . Aus t i n , who 
wi l l r un the l a k e t h r u a fine s t r a i n e r , and s t a r v e h i m to d e a t h 
for -want of w a t e r . 

I h a v e r e c e i v e d l e t t e r s f r o m v a r i o u s p a r t s of the w o r l d 
a s k i n g the l eng th , b r e a d t h and t h i c k n e s s of the a n i m a l , and 
one " F e l l e r " in the n i n e t e e n t h -ward, -wri tes " t ha t he -will b e ­
l i e v e the w h o l e y a r n if I w i l l only knock off the l eng th and 
v e l o c i t y . " I i m m e d i a t e l y w a i t e d upon M r . S le igh t , who a v e r s 
i t s l e n g t h i s not l e s s t h a n n i n e t y f ee t . Af te r l a b o r i n g w i th 
h i m s o m e t i m e I s u c c e e d e d in p e r s u a d i n g h i m to fall a q u a r t e r 
of foot in i t s l eng th , p r o v i d i n g tha t d i f f e r e n c e be added to i t s 
v e l o c i t y in r u n n i n g . The a n i m a l now r e m a i n s e x a c t l y e i g h t y -
n ine fee t and e ight i n c h e s long, and s t i l l g r o w i n g . 

S o m e o n e had r e q u e s t e d the loan of one of t h e m o n s t e r s for h i s s e t t l e ­
m e n t but the B e a r L a k e r s could not c o n s i d e r s u c h a p r o p o s i t i o n b e c a u s e 
the m o n s t e r s w e r e n e c e s s a r y to k e e p the B e a r L a k e C o u n t r y f r o m be ing 
o v e r r u n w i t h f i sh . 

Af ter so m a n y a r t i c l e s had a p p e a r e d in t h e n e w s c o n c e r n i n g the 
m o n s t e r s , i t w a s n a t u r a l t ha t a l l p e r s o n s in the B e a r L a k e V a l l e y would 
a lways be o b s e r v a n t w h e n e v e r t hey w e r e n e a r the l a k e . E v e r y o n e would 
be so a n x i o u s to s e e s o m e t h i n g tha t h i s i m a g i n a t i o n would w o r k o v e r t i m e 
should the s l i g h t e s t d i s t u r b a n c e on t h e s u r f a c e of t h e l a k e be o b s e r v e d . 
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A w r i t e r who v i s i t e d the B e a r L a k e V a l l e y in N o v e m b e r of 1868, and 
who c a l l e d h i m s e l f " M o n s t e r i o , " s t a t e s , h o w e v e r , tha t a l though he s t a y e d 
in the v i c in i ty of the l a k e only a few days he could e a s i l y ge t the s i g n a t u r e s 
of n e a r l y twenty r e s p e c t a b l e peop le t e s t i fy ing to the fact tha t he n e v e r saw 
the m o n s t e r . He sa id the m o n s t e r b u s i n e s s w a s in h i s opinion a " R i c h " 
affair and if he e v e r got c l o s e enough to i t , h e in t ended to b r a n d h i m J . C. R. 
on the left h ip . 

In 1869 P r e s i d e n t B r i g h a m Young and h i s p a r t y w e r e v i s i t i n g in B e a r 
L a k e Va l l ey . A s they d r o v e a long the b e a c h they looked into the w a t e r s 
and a c r o s s the s u r f a c e of the l a k e hoping they m i g h t s e e s o m e t h i n g tha t 
would s a t i s fy t h e i r c u r i o s i t y , wh ich had b e e n a r o u s e d by the s t r a n g e t a l e s 

t h e y had h e a r d . 9 Al though they w e r e u n s u c c e s s f u l , they t a l k e d to and 
s t ayed wi th m a n y r e l i a b l e people in St. C h a r l e s who c l a i m e d to have s e e n 
the m o n s t e r s : ' 

A f ami ly wi th w h o m B r o t h e r Woodruff and m y s e l f c o n v e r s e d 
. . . s e v e r a l m e m b e r s of wh ich w e r e in the c o m p a n y w h i c h s aw 
the t e n tha t w e r e d e s c r i b e d in t h e News l a s t s u m m e r ; s p e a k so 
conf iden t ly and c a l m l y upon the sub jec t , and d e s c r i b e so a c c u r ­
a t e l y the a p p e a r a n c e of t h e s e c r e a t u r e s in t h e l a k e , t ha t h o w ­
e v e r m u c h one m a y be d i s p o s e d to be s k e p t i c a l he canno t but 
a c c o r d s i n c e r i t y to t h e m . 

One of the p a r t y had s e e n a p a r t of the body of one of the c r e a t u r e s r a i s e d 
out of the w a t e r b e f o r e the r e s t of the g r o u p had been a t t r a c t e d to t h e m . 
He had s i n c e s een t h r e e of t h e m . ' 

The Ind ians had t a k e n a g r e a t dea l of i n t e r e s t in t h e s e s t o r i e s and 
c l a i m e d tha t t h e i r a n c e s t o r s told t h e m about t h e m . They w e r e t e l l i ng 
s o m e p r e t t y g o o d - s i z e d s t o r i e s t h e m s e l v e s about the c r e a t u r e s . 

The w i t n e s s e s w e r e so n u m e r o u s and the r e l i ab i l i t y of the c h a r a c t e r s 
of m o s t of t h e m so good tha t the r e a d i n g pub l i c in the i n t e r m o u n t a i n n e i g h ­
b o r h o o d w a s p r e t t y w e l l conv inced tha t s o m e t y p e of odd c r e a t u r e e x i s t e d 
in the l a k e . Th i s l ed to m u c h s p e c u l a t i o n and n u m e r o u s c o n c l u s i o n s a s 
to w h e t h e r the m o n s t e r w a s s o m e t h i n g new and d i f fe ren t o r a c o m m o n 
a n i m a l of s o m e kind tha t j u s t had not been o b s e r v e d c l o s e l y enough . One 
p e r s o n w h o s e i n i t i a l s w e r e T . W . E . conv inced h imse l f , f r o m the d e s c r i p ­
t ion g iven , t h a t t h e s e s t r a n g e c r e a t u r e s w e r e no th ing m o r e than s o m e 
m e m b e r of the s e a l f a m i l y . 1 " He felt t ha t t h e w o n d e r c o n c e r n i n g t h e m 
would c e a s e if they w e r e c a l l e d by t h e i r p r o p e r n a m e . He a n a l y z e d the 
h a b i t s and a n a t o m y of the s e a l fami ly , showing how w e l l t hey c o r r e l a t e d 
w i th t h o s e of the m o n s t r o u s c r e a t u r e s . He fel t t ha t they p r o b a b l y c a m e in 
o r i g i n a l l y f r o m the o c e a n w h e n the w a t e r w a s h u n d r e d s of feet h i g h e r than 

10 a t p r e s e n t and w e r e left t h e r e when the w a t e r r e c e d e d . 
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Two s k e p t i c s , T h o m a s R i c h and Mi lando P r a t t , w e r e t r a v e l i n g a long 
the b o r d e r s of the L a k e when the c o n v e r s a t i o n t u r n e d to the m o n s t e r , and 
e a c h e x p r e s s e d the i dea tha t t he s ight of one would g ra t i fy h i m , A 
s h o r t wh i l e l a t e r t h e r e w a s m u c h c o m m o t i o n in the l a k e and t h e y saw p a r t 
of the body of a c r e a t u r e tha t w a s l a r g e r a r o u n d than the body of a m a n , 
the head r e s e m b l i n g a w a l r u s m i n u s the t u s k s . " T h e p o r t i o n of t h e body 
out of the w a t e r w a s ten feet l ong . " T h e e n t i r e l eng th of the c r e a t u r e w a s 
about fo r ty fee t . It s w a m t o w a r d the e a s t s ide of t h e l a k e wi th the m o t i o n 
of a s e r p e n t , and the two m e n v iewed it for about f if teen m i n u t e s . 1 

The following y e a r (1871) a p l e a s u r e boa t c a p a b l e of a c c o m m o d a t i n g 
about twenty p e r s o n s w a s to be l a u n c h e d on the l a k e . S ince the m o n s t e r 
had not b e e n s e e n t h a t s p r i n g , i t w a s fel t t h e p l e a s u r e s e e k e r s would be 
e n c o u r a g e d to enjoy t h e beau t i fu l l a k e . E v e r y o n e would feel m u c h 
s a f e r on the l a k e if he knew the m o n s t e r w a s not a r o u n d . 

In 1874 the noted Gen t i l e t r a v e l e r John C o d m a n c a m e t h r o u g h t h e B e a r 
L a k e V a l l e y . He d e s c r i b e d an Indian l e g e n d abcu t two l o v e r s who , upon 
b e i n g p u r s u e d by s o m e of t h e i r fel low t r i b e s m e n , p lunged in to the l a k e and 
•were changed by the G r e a t S p i r i t into two l a r g e s e r p e n t s . Then he s a i d : 1 3 

T h e r e i s r e a l l y good r e a s o n to b e l i e v e tha t t he l a k e i s i n h a b ­
i t ed by s o m e a b n o r m a l w a t e r a n i m a l s . We c o n v e r s e d wi th s e v e n 
p e r s o n s , a m o n g t h e m o u r f r i end , the B i s h o p , who a t d i f f e r en t 
t i m e s had s e e n t h e m ; and they told us tha t m a n y o t h e r i n d i v i d u a l s 
could v e r i f y t h e i r r e p o r t . The l e n g t h of the m o n s t e r s v a r i e s f r o m 
t h i r t y to e igh ty feet , and t h e i r b o d i e s a r e c o v e r e d w i th fur l i ke 
tha t of a s e a l . The h e a d i s d e s c r i b e d l ike t h a t of an a l l i g a t o r . In 
one i n s t a n c e the a n i m a l c a m e c l o s e to s h o r e and w a s entangled in 
the r u s h e s , -where he s q u i r m e d and s p l a s h e d , and m a d e a h o r r i b l e 
n o i s e l i k e the r o a r i n g of a bu l l . 

M r . C o d m a n f u r t h e r s a i d t h a t w h a t e v e r the c r e a t u r e s m i g h t be t hey did not 
exh ib i t t h e m s e l v e s "for o u r benef i t . n l 3 

F o r the nex t s e v e r a l y e a r s v e r y l i t t l e w a s w r i t t e n about t h e m o n s t e r . 
It s e e m s tha t he w a s not m a k i n g h i s a p p e a r a n c e v e r y of ten. T h o s e who 
had been l iv ing on the s h o r e s of the l a k e d e c l a r e d tha t t h e y had not s e e n 
the c r e a t u r e and n e i t h e r had t h e i r c h i l d r e n , who b a t h e d in the l a k e d a i l y . 1 4 

"It m a y be tha t t h e a n i m a l i s p a r t i c u l a r l y fond of Indian m e a t and -will ea t 
no o t h e r and only m a k e s s e m i - o c c a s i o n a l v i s i t s to the s u r f a c e , " 

In 1883 a c o r r e s p o n d e n t who s igned h i m s e l f " T r a m p " m a d e a v i s i t to the 
B e a r L a k e V a l l e y . He found t h a t m a n y p e o p l e s t i l l b e l i e v e d in the v e r i t a b l e 
e x i s t e n c e of the m o n s t e r . F r o m t a lk ing to t h e m , he d e s c r i b e s it a s b e i n g 
s ix ty to t w o - h u n d r e d feet l o n g - - " W h a t i s a few feet to a m o n s t e r ? " 
It had a m a n e l ike a h o r s e and e y e s a foot o r so a p a r t and a s b ig a s o n e ' s 
h e a d . He s t a t e d f u r t h e r : " I b e l i e v e i t h a s s p e c t a c l e s ; c a u s e - - a g e I s u p ­
p o s e . It m u s t be old a s it h a s been known to feed on Ind ians m a n y y e a r s 
a g o . " 1 5 
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The Power of Imagination 

There was a certain fisherman who did not believe the monster story. 
He had fished on the lake for many years but had never seen it. One day 
an excursion from the south end of the valley came to the lake to fish . 
They had caught a great number, but because they had on new clothes they 
hired the fisherman to clean their fish. As he was employed in this 
process, one of the party looked out upon the lake and saw an object 
far out in the water swimming toward the shore. Everyone in the group 
thought of the monster stories, and was certain that they were probably 
on the very spot where the Indians had been gobbled up. 

The fisherman stared in amazement. "Like Paul he was converted 
instantly. " There sure enough was the being whose existence he had 
doubted, coming toward shore at a great speed. The fisherman said it 
•was a little less than a hundred feet long, if any. It headed for a shore 
point that jutted out into the lake. One of the spectators who was braver 
than the rest grabbed a gun and ran to a bush on the shore toward which the 
creature was swimming. He fired and a great splash followed the report. 
Then all was quiet. A few of the bravest jumped into a boat and rowed to 
the now lifeless creature. When they hauled it into the boat, they found 
that it was a half grown beaver. 15 "Yet so curiously did it reflect itself 
on the -water that it really appeared to be from fifty to one hundred feet 
long."15 

The monster used to come out occasionally on the shore where, if it 
couldn't get meat, it would eat other things. It often ate barbed wire, on 
one occasion one hundred bales of it. This made it so heavy that it 
couldn't swim or keep its head out of the water, whereupon it sank to the 
bottom of the lake and died. " 

A composite description of the monster would produce an animal 
something like the following: A creature with a brown-colored body, 
somewhat bigger in circumference than a man, anywhere from forty to 
two hundred feet long. Its head was shaped like a walrus without tusks 
or like an alligator's, and the eyes were very large and about a foot apart. 
It had ears like bunches, about the size of a pint cup. It had an unknown 
number of legs, approximately eighteen inches long, and it was awkward on 
land but swam with a serpent-like motion at a speed of at least sixty miles 
an hour. No one ever described the back part of the animal since the head 
and forepart was all that was ever seen. The rest -was always under water. 

Early in 1894, when Mr. Joseph C. Rich announced the coming laun­
ching of a fifty-passenger steamboat, he wrote a lengthy article telling of 
all the wonderful things he had done in the Bear Lake Valley. Among the 
list he stated: "I discovered and made famous by publication in the Deseret 
News that wonderful first class lie--'The Bear Lake Monster. ' n l ' 
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CHAPTER XIII 

CONCLUSION 

The La t t e r -day Saints colonized the Bear Lake Valley to es tabl ish 
permanent homes and to "build up Zion, " where they could worship ac -
coridng to the "dicta tes of thei r own conscience, " and where thei r chi l ­
dren would grow up strong in the faith of their fa thers . They expected to 
work hard and endure pr ivat ions , but they hoped for and believed in suc­
c e s s . At f i rs t , their efforts were tes ted ra the r severe ly because of the 
hard win te rs and their continuous failure to produce a full c rop . Fa i th 
in their goal of building "Zion" seems to have sustained them. 

Not all who went the re with an eye to set t lement remained; the job 
of producing the necess i t i e s of life was too difficult. Those who did stay 
faced the i r p rob lems with a will . Treat ing the Indian with kindness and 
fa i rness produced good r e s u l t s . They worked long hours in the s u m m e r 
and p repa red well for winter , and they cooperated with each other for the 
be t t e rmen t of the i r society. They t rave led long hours to attend to their 
Church dut ies . Moreover , they sacrif iced much in a ma te r i a l way to 
donate to the var ious causes of their church. They s incere ly believed 
the doctr ine of p lura l m a r r i a g e as taught by thei r Church; and they w e r e 
willing to endure persecut ion for it, although only a handful of men p r a c ­

t iced it . Yet they readi ly accepted the Church 's decision to bow to the will 
of the s ta te and nation by abolishing it . 

The Bear Lake Saints endeavored to br ing up their chi ldren in the ways 
of the Lord according to thei r understanding. They s t rove to provide 
wholesome rec rea t ion and enter ta inment through d rama , dance, and v a r ­
ious types of socia ls , and they fostered education, encouraging thei r 
chi ldren to gain knowledge of the world as well as of God. 

They founded a commonwealth that would have abolished poverty had the 
sys tem continued as successfully as in the first y e a r s of i ts development. 
But the d e s i r e s of the individual for m o r e persona l wealth, along with 
modern t r ends , put a stop to their outstanding cooperat ive methods . As a 
consequence the indust r ia l development of the valley was r e t a rded . 

In general , the s e t t l e r s accomplished well thei r goal: they es tabl ished 
permanent homes; the major i ty of young people became strong of cha rac te r ; 
and most of them remained loyal to their Church. Br igham Young's m i s ­
s ionar ies to the Bear Lake Valley had succeeded in thei r purpose . 

182-
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APPENDIX A 

Le t te r of Br igham Young to Thomas L. Smith 

Great Salt Lake City 
June 2, 1849 

Mr. Thomas L. Smith 

Sir: 

I am in receipt of your l e t t e r of May 26th and feel very much 
obliged for your kind offers there in to me and also to our people. 
We shall undoubtedly wish to t rade more or l e s s with you from 
t ime to t ime, when you bring goods to this place by your taking 
the proper cur rency of the valley for pay, if-we continue to be 
bles t in our l abors we shall be able to r e d e e m our l a rges t paper 
cu r r ency with gold in a very few weeks which -will be our p r i n c i ­
pal means of exchange in all future t r ansac t ions but I must say 
that your skins a r e sold sadly too high in this place, for in St. 
Louis we could buy skins at $1 . 50 each, which you a r e asking 
$3.00 for, but if you bring down the p r i ce of your skins, robes , 
e tc . , so as to accommodate our people and be recompense for 
yourself, it would then be to our mutual advantage. 

I feel glad that the Indian that Mr. Vasquez had sent us word 
was murde red , is al ive and well, and that the Indians know that 
Mr . Tucker was innocent, as also that other that were with him; 
if men will be wicked enough to kill a poor Indian and then accuse 
innocent men of the c r i m e , they will fall into it t hemse lves and 
be caught in thei r own s n a r e . 

I hope that the seve re i l lness you have been laboring under 
during the pas t winter is leaving you, and that you may soon be 
r e s t o r e d to active heal th and vigor is the wishes of your friend. 

B r igham Young 
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A P P E N D I X B 

The P i o n e e r s of the B e a r Lake Va l l ey in 1 8 6 3 2 

A l e x a n d e r Al len 
C l a r k A m e s 
M r s . C l a r k A m e s 
N e t t i e A n d e r s o n 
C h a r l e s A tk in s 
Ann Atk ins 
J u l i u s A. C. Aus t i n 
Newton F . Aus t i n 
Alonzo B i n g h a m 
S a r a h B i n g h a m 
R u e b e n B i n g h a m 
W i l l i a m B i r d 
Ann B i r d 
A n d r e w B i r d 
A m a n d a B i r d 
M a r y A. B i r d 
David Bo-wen 
J o h n Bunney 
Annie Bunney 
Ann M. Bunney 
John F . C a r l s o n 
M r s . John F . C a r l s o n 
L a n d e r Cl i f ford 
J o h n Clifton 
H a n n a h Clif ton 
E l i z a b e t h Clifton 
G e o r g e Clifton 
H e b e r Clifton 
M a r y C. Clifton 
S a r a h Clif ton 
P h i n e a s W. Cook 
P h o e b e I. Cook 
A u g u s t P . Cook 
Alonzo Cook 
H e n r y H. Cook 
John C o z z e n s 
P h i n e a s H. Cook 
Ann E . Cook 
M a r t h a C o z z e n s 
J o h n Dee 
J a m e s D i m m i c k 

M a r i n d a D i m m i c k 
J a m e s H. D i m m i c k 
T h o m a s D i m m i c k 
H e z e k i a h Duffin 
E l i z a b e t h Duffin 
G e o r g e E l l i s 
G e o r g e E l l i s , J r . 
E d w a r d E l l i s 
Ma t thew F i f i e l d 
M r s . M a r t h a F i f i e l d 
H e n r y G a s s m a n 
L e v i Gifford , J r . 
R i c h a r d G o o d r i c h 
P e t e r G r e e n h a l g h 
Gideon H a r m o n s o n 
M r s . Gideon H a r m o n s o n 
W i l l i a m H a r m o n s o n 
John H e n d r i c k s 
C h r i s t i a n H o g e n s o n 
P e t e r H o g e n s o n 
A g n e s Hogenson 
E b e n e z e r L a n d e r s 
M r s . E b e n e z e r L a n d e r s 
A l e x a n d e r Lowe 
C h a r l e s M a l l o r y 
T h o m a s M a n t l e 
M r s . T h o m a s M a n t l e 
John Maughan 
M r s . John Maughan 
(child) M a u g h a n 
Alonzo M e r r i l l 
O r s o n M e r r i l l 
M r s . A lonzo M e r r i l l 
J o h n M i l e s 
H e z e k i a h M o o r e 
H a r l e y M o r e y 
I s a a c P a l m e r 
F r e d P e r r i s 
J a m e s P o u l s e n 
Maren K. P o u l s e n 
C h a r l e s R a y m o n d 
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Hannah Raymond 
Char les C. Rich 
Joseph C. Rich 
John Rich 
Lewis Ricks 
E m m o r e t t e Ricks 
Alvira Ricks 
Mary Ricks 
David Rober t s 
David Savage 
Marga re t Savage 
Sidney Savage 
Will iam Severn 
Mary Severn 
George W. S i r r ine 
Thomas Sleight 

Marianne Sleight 
Will iam R. Teeples 
Ha r r i e t B. Teeples 
Isaac Thorne 
John Turner 
Amy Turner 
John Walmsley 
Gilbert Weaver 
Sarah Weaver 
Gilbert E. Weaver 
Evelyn Weaver 
Sarah J . Weaver 
Evan A. Wil l iams 
N. Norman Wil l iams 
Rober t Williams 
M r s . Robert Wil l iams 
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A P P E N D I X C 

L i s t of p i o n e e r s ca l l ed in c o n f e r e n c e in O c t o b e r 1870 to h e l p 
C h a r l e s C. R i c h and L o r e n z o Snow s e t t l e the " N o r t h e r n " p a r t of 
U t a h . 3 

E z r a T. C l a r k 
B r o t h e r V i t s a l l 
John L . B r u s h e s 
David H e s s 
N i e l s W a s h l s t r o m 
Ludwig S u h r k e 
C h a r l e s C. R o b i n s o n 
John A. R o b i n s o n 
C h a r l e s A. B e r r y 
H o r a c e D r a k e 
John L u t h e r Dal ton 
E b e n e z e r F a r n s 
C h a r l e s H u b b a r d 
J a m e s P e t e r s o n 
J e p p e G e o r g e F o l k m a n 
J o s e p h E v a n s 
J o s e p h T h o m a s K i n g s b u r y 
C a r l M a r c u s s e n 
W i l h e l m H i s k e y 
J . E . L a n e 
D a n i e l F . Law 
B e n j a m i n C l a r k 
P e e r e F o r d h a m 
W i l l i a m J e n k i n s 
W a l t e r Hoge 
J a m e s J o h n s o n 
F r a n k l i n M e r r i l l 
A l b e r t M. M e r r i l l 

D a n i e l B r y a n 

L e w i s G e r a n d 
G e o r g e B. M o r r i s 
G e o r g e C l i s s o l d 
W i l l i a m A n d r u s 
B e n j a m i n W r i g h t 
F r e d e r i c k Y. B i s h o p 
C h a r l e s K. W r i g h t 
H e n r y L e w i s 
J o s e p h E . Mul le t 
Milo A n d r u s 
A a r o n A n d r u s 
S a m u e l M. P r i c e 
David B . Bybee 
A l m a P e t e r s o n 
C h a r l e s P e t e r s o n 
T h o m a s A s h m e n t 
B e n j a m i n P e a r t 
M i r o n Higley, J r . 
H e n r y Dixon 
N i e l s R a s m u s s e n 
E z r a F . M a r t i n 
A n d r e w J . J o h n s o n 
R o b e r t C o l l i n s 
F r i t z L . J o h n s o n 
B e n j a m i n M. H a r m o n 
H e n r y H a y w a r d 
R o b e r t S. Wood 
S tephen Tehoba ld 
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A P P E N D I X D 

Fo l lowing i s a l i s t of o f f i c e r s of the Uni ted O r d e r in the out ly ing 
s e t t l e m e n t s of the B e a r L a k e S take a s o r g a n i z e d in J u n e 1874. 

M o n t p e l i e r : P re s iden t , C h a r l e s E . Rob inson ; V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , J o h n 
Cozzensj_ S e c r e t a r y , J o h n L a s u e r ; D i r e c t o r s , H y r u m S. P h e l p s , 
David O s b o r n e , J a m e s H o l m e s , H e n r y H. D a l r y m p l e . 

Benn ing ton : P r e s i d e n t , J a m e s M o o r e ; V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , Dudley 
M e r r i l l ; S e c r e t a r y , A m o s R. W r i g h t ; T r e a s u r e r , B e n a t t 
N i e l s o n ; D i r e c t o r s , A u g u s t u s B i n g h a m , G e o r g e L i n d s a y , 
David L i n d s a y . 

Soda S p r i n g s : Not o r g a n i z e d at the t i m e . 

L i b e r t y : P r e s i d e n t , Edwin N. Aus t in ; V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , W i l l i a m 
Al f red H y m a s ; S e c r e t a r y , W i l l i a m H e n r y Kenn ing ton ; T r e a s u r e r , 
E v a n S. M o r g a n ; D i r e c t o r s , J o h n M a r t i n , S a m u e l M a t t h e w s , and 
J a m e s M c M u r r a y . 

Ovid: P r e s i d e n t , P e t e r J e n s e n ; V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , John J o h n s o n ; 
S e c r e t a r y , E d w a r d L a s h b r o o k ; T r e a s u r e r , N i e l s J o h n s o n ; D i r e c t o r s , 
N i e l s P e t e r s o n , P e t e r J a c o b s o n , C h r i s t i a n O l s o n . 

B l o o m i n g t o n : P r e s i d e n t , G e o r g e O s m o n d ; V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , W i l l i a m 
H u l m e ; S e c r e t a r y , E d w a r d M. P a t t e r s o n ; T r e a s u r e r , J o h n W e l k e r ; 
D i r e c t o r s : C h r i s t i a n M a d s o n , J a m e s W. W e l k e r and P e t e r 
G r e e n h a l g h . 

F i s h Haven : P r e s i d e n t , H y r u m Rich ; V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , R o b e r t P o p e ; 
S e c r e t a r y , John W. Edwin Stock; T r e a s u r e r , J o h n Stock; D i r e c t o r s , 
H e n r y Howel l , Hugh F i n d l a y , P h i n e a s H. Cook. 

L a k e t o w n : P r e s i d e n t , I r a N e b e k a r ; V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , W i l l i a m B . Gibbons ; 
T r e a s u r e r , N a t h a n i e l M. H o d g e s ; D i r e c t o r s , J o h n M o s l e y , E d w i n 
L a m b o r n e , M o r o n i P i c k e t t . 

Woodruff: P r e s i d e n t , W i l l i a m H. L e e ; V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , P e t e r C o r n e a ; 
S e c r e t a r y , W i l l i a m L o n g h u r s t ; T r e a s u r e r , J o h n Coz; D i r e c t o r s , 
R i c h a r d B e e , S a m u e l B r y s o n , A u r g u r g E . E a s t m a n . 

Rando lph : P r e s i d e n t , R a n d o l p h H. S t e w a r t ; F i r s t V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , 
W i l l i a m H o w a r d ; Second V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , A r c h i b a l d McKinnon; 
S e c r e t a r y , G e o r g e A. P e a r t ; T r e a s u r e r , Wi l fo rd Woodruff, J r . ; 
D i r e c t o r s , R o b e r t A l d e r , S a m u e l B r o u g h , Ne i l P e t e r C h r i s t i a n s e n . 
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A l m a : P r e s i d e n t , S a m P i k e ; V i c e - P r e s i d e n t , A n d r e w W a l l w o r t h ; 
S e c o n d - V i c e P r e s i d e n t , W i l l i a m G. B u r t o n ; S e c r e t a r y , J a m e s 
S t o d d a r t ; T r e a s u r e r , Ma t thew M o r r i s ; D i r e c t o r s , J a m e s B. 
Downs , John S i m m s , M a r k J a c k s o n . 

St. C h a r l e s : Not o r g a n i z e d at t h i s t i m e . 

A P P E N D I X E 

c 
The C a s e of N. F . Aus t in v e r s u s J . M. P h e l p s J 

P a r i s , A u g u s t 17, 1882 

To P r e s i d e n t of the High Counc i l I h e r e b y p r e f e r a c h a r g e a g a i n s t J . M. 
P h e l p s for j ump ing m y land and a s s i s t i n g o t h e r s in j u m p i n g it , and for 
ly ing , and a s k for a h e a r i n g of the c a s e a t an e a r l y d a t e . R e s p e c t f u l l y , 
N. F . A u s t i n . 

Voted tha t two c o u n c i l o r s speak on e a c h s i d e . 

P r e s i d e n t G. O s m o n d spoke upon the i m p o r t a n c e of the ca l l ing and du t i e s 
of a h igh c o u n c i l o r , w i s h e d the p a r t i e s c o n c e r n e d (in speaking) to k e e p t h e m ­
s e l v e s s t r i c t l y to the sub j ec t . S i l a s Wi lcox sa id he sold the land in d i spu t e 
to N. F . A u s t i n , he ob ta ined the land by p u r c h a s e f r o m the s q u a t t e r s who 
f i r s t owned i t in the y e a r 1877. He occup ied it un t i l he sold to N. F . Aus t in 
about a y e a r s i n c e . The hay h a s b e e n cut e v e r y y e a r , t h e r e i s a c o r r a l on 
it and a s m a l l p r e e m p t i o n h o u s e . W i l l i a m C r a w f o r d who k e p t s o m e s h e e p 
t h e r e had put up the c o r r a l and he h a s f u r n i s h e d p a r t of the t i m b e r w i th the 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g the land be longed to h i m s e l f and when C r a w f o r d took away the 
s h e e p he gave h i m the c o r r a l . About the t i m e P h e l p s fi led on the l and 
N. F . Aus t i n had hau led s o m e of the m a t e r i a l away f r o m the c l a i m . T h e r e 
w a s no def ined boundaries and no s t a k e s had b e e n d r i v e n but h i s c l a i m r a n a 
l i t t l e n o r t h of the w a r m s p r i n g s . S om e hay had b e e n cut on the l and and 
h a u l e d a w a y d u r i n g two y e a r s tha t he had been away . 

E . N. A u s t i n sa id about a y e a r s i n c e , h i s b r o t h e r had app l i ed to h i m to 
have the land f i led upon. His b r o t h e r N. F . A u s t i n had fi led on it a s a 
d e s e r t e n t r y . The n o t i c e wh ich N. F . A u s t i n had put up w a s da ted s o m e ­
w h e r e abou t l a s t N o v e m b e r , he could not s t a t e p o s i t i v e l y the t i m e . 

T h o m a s N e l s o n sa id he knew the o r i g i n a l o w n e r s Na than Dav i s w a s 
f i r s t o w n e r and B r o t h e r B e n n e t t and W i l l i a m Dus t i n -were t h e nex t o w n e r s . 
He m o w e d the l and for t h o s e l a s t n a m e d o w n e r s . He a l s o knew the land 
w a s sold by t h e s e m e n to S. Wi l cox and he in t u r n to N. F . Aus t i n . 



- 189-

W a l t e r Hoge t e s t i f i ed tha t J . M. P h e l p s had la id c l a i m to the land 
and put up s c r i p t on it about a y e a r s i n c e . P h e l p s s t a t ing to h i m a t the 
t i m e tha t A u s t i n had p r e v i o u s l y c l a i m e d the land but t ha t he had r e c e n t l y 
hau led h i s i m p r o v e m e n t s away . 

S a r a h A u s t i n sa id that J . M. P h e l p s had sa id one day , in p a s s i n g the 
h o u s e tha t he w a s only l a t e l y a w a r e of N. F . A u s t i n ' s c l a i m i n g the l a n d . 
But the l and had now been s e c u r e d and he (Phe lps ) w a s to have p a r t of 
the land for the t r o u b l e he had t a k e n . She r e p l i e d that he had b e t t e r s e e 
h e r husband , who s h e b e l i e v e d , would c o n t e s t the c a s e . 

N. F . A u s t i n sa id he bought the c l a i m about A u g u s t a y e a r s i n c e a s 
had been s t a t e d and he told J . M. P h e l p s wha t he had done and a l s o abou t 
haul ing away the l u m b e r , t h i s w a s p r e v i o u s to h is j u m p i n g the c l a i m . 

J . M. P h e l p s s t a t e d tha t he n e v e r h e a r d A u s t i n m a k e any s u c h s t a t e ­
m e n t a s he had j u s t c l a i m e d . He exp la ined how he c a m e to t a k e up the land 
and tha t he w a s e n t i r e l y i g n o r a n t of any c l a i m of N. F . A u s t i n ' s and in fac t 
it w a s p r i o r to t h e t i m e wh ich he c l a i m s to have bought the l a n d . 

E . N. A u s t i n t e s t i f i e d tha t N. F . A u s t i n ' s n o t i c e w a s p o s t e d on the l and 
s o m e w h e r e about N o v e m b e r 1881 . (in a n s w e r to ques t ion) s a id it r e m a i n e d 
t h e r e about a m o n t h or s ix w e e k s when s o m e one d e s t r o y e d i t . 

Mee t ing ad jou rned for t h i r t y m i n u t e s : r e s u m e d ; r o l l c a l l : a l l p r e s e n t . 

W. Hoge sa id he had m a d e out no l and p a p e r s for de fenden t , he ld to the 
s t a t e m e n t he had f o r m e r l y m a d e , v i z , t h a t P h e l p s in an i n t e r v i e w s t a t e d to 
h i m that N. F . Aus t i n c l a i m e d the land f o r m e r l y but t ha t he had h a u l e d off 
the t i m b e r . He kep t a s t a k e of B r o t h e r P h e l p s about two w e e k s but did not 
r e m e m b e r m a k i n g out any land p a p e r s for h i m . 

J . M. P h e l p s t r i e d to r e f r e s h B r o t h e r H o g e ' s m e m o r y about m a k i n g 
out the land p a p e r s . B r o t h e r Hoge a d m i t t e d tha t he m i g h t p o s s i b l y h a v e 
done it but he fa i led to r e m e m b e r i t . 

T h o m a s Ne l son s t a t e d that M r . C r a w f o r d told h i m tha t he had no c l a i m on 
the s p r i n g s and did not want any f u r t h e r than to w a s h h i s s h e e p . 

OPINION OF COUNCILORS - - A. Beck sa id it had b e e n p r o v e n t h a t 
B r o t h e r A u s t i n had a good c l a i m to the l and . It w a s not p r o v e n tha t J . M. 
P h e l p s w a s i g n o r a n t of the fac t when he fi led on the l a n d . C o n s i d e r e d 
N. F . A u s t i n ' s c l a i m should be r e s p e c t e d . 

R. P r i c e (act ing) sa id t h e r e had b e e n n e g l e c t on the p a r t of c o m p l a i n a n t 
to m a k e va l id h i s t i t l e . B e l i e v e d the s t a t e m e n t of P h e l p s a s to h i s i g n o r a n c e 
of the e x i s t a n c e of a p r e v i o u s o w n e r . P h e l p s c l a i m s only one fou r th of t h e 
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land . C o n s i d e r e d tha t if A u s t i n c o n t e s t s the c l a i m in the law c o u r t s that 
de fendan t should pay the e x p e n s e s and in the even t of the su i t be ing los t 
tha t he should deed o v e r to N. F . Aus t i n h i s s h a r e of the c l a i m . 

G. B. S p e n c e r (acting) c o n s i d e r e d tha t defendant should be r e s p o n ­
s i b l e for h i s ac t i on , and should s tand the l o s s e s of e x p e n s e , i n c u r r e d , of 
r e c o v e r y . 

M i n e r Wi l cox sa id tha t B r o t h e r S p e n c e r had spoken h i s m i n d in tha t 
de fendan t should b e a r the e x p e n s e of su i t but he c o n s i d e r e d tha t h i s s h a r e 
of one f o u r t h of the c l a i m would not be suff ic ient r e m u n e r a t i o n in the 
even t of c o n t e s t a n t l o s ing the su i t . 

P l e a - - N. F . Aus t in c o n s i d e r e d tha t f r o m s ix ty to e ighty tons of hay 
could be cut f r o m the l and and he thought he ought to be r e m u n e r a t e d for 
the l o s s he s u s t a i n e d . 

J . M. P h e l p s sa id he did not know tha t Aus t i n owned the land, sa id he 
w a s wi l l ing tha t he should have e v e r y foot of the hay land and he would fence 
it for h i m if t h a t would sa t i s fy h i m . Tha t if the b r e t h r e n would g ive h i m 
t i m e he could p r o v e tha t he had b e e n t r y i n g to ge t t ha t land long b e f o r e 
A u s t i n c l a i m s to h a v e bought i t . 

SUMMING U P AND DECISION - - P r e s i d e n t G e o r g e O s m o n d sa id it had 
been p r o v e n tha t the land in q u e s t i o n had been owned by d i f fe ren t m e n for 
m a n y y e a r s and tha t t h e hay had b e e n r e p e a t e d l y cut off i t . In the face of 
t h e s e f ac t s he would t r y to a c e r t a i n d e g r e e to g ive defendant the benef i t of 
the doubt a s to h i s i g n o r a n c e of i t s occupa t i on o r of the e x i s t a n c e of a 
c l a i m a n t tha t if he t r i e d to ge t p o s s e s s i o n p r i o r to A u s t i n ' s p u r c h a s e it 
would not m a k e i t any b e t t e r , but only change the n a m e of the c o n t e s t a n t 
to S i l a s Wi lcox . 

The l and in a l l j u s t i c e and equi ty should be long to B r o t h e r Aus t in who 
had b e e n e n e r g e t i c in t r y i n g to s e c u r e h i s l and by l ega l p r o c e s s . 

D e c i d e d tha t J . M. P h e l p s r e i m b u r s e o r pay N. F . A u s t i n for a l l the 
e x p e n s e in p r o s e c u t i n g the su i t to r e c o v e r the l and in the even t of h i s l o s i n g 
the su i t t ha t h e shou ld give to N. F . Aus t i n h i s s h a r e of the c l a i m s . The 
d e c i s i o n w a s s u s t a i n e d u n a n i m o u s l y by the c o u n c i l . 
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S E L E C T E D R E F E R E N C E S 

A. AUTOGIOGRAPHIES AND BIOGRAPHIES, UNPUBLISHED 

Athay , M a r g a r e t M. " H i s t o r y of B e n j a m i n F r a n k l i n Dewey, P i o n e e r of 
1847, " MS. On file wi th the D a u g h t e r s of the P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , 
Idaho: Ne l l i e G. Sp ide l l , H i s t o r i a n . 

B e r r y , F a n n y Nea t . "Ske t ch of the Life of G e o r g e N e a t , " MS. D a u g h ­
t e r s of t h e P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho . 

, "L i fe of F r a n c i s M a r t i n P o m e r o y , " MS. D a u g h t e r s of the 

P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho. 

B i r d , E t t i e R. N a t e . "L i fe Ske tch of E l i z a b e t h C o r n e l l Nea t (Nate) , MS. 
D a u g h t e r s of the P i o n e e r s , Montpel ier , Idaho . 

B i s s e g g a r , J u l i a T h o r n t o n , and Inez T. Hoff. " P a m e l a Dunn Shaw and 
B r o t h e r L o r i n - - P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho . 

B u r b a n k , M r s . S a r a h . " A u t o b i o g r a p h y , " MS, D a u g h t e r s of the P i o n e e r s , 
M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho . 

C l e v e l a n d , N o r a . " H i s t o r y of C a r o l i n e N e l s o n P u g m i r e , " MS. D a u g h t e r s 
of the P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho . 

Co le , Zu la R i c h . "Ske t ch of the Life of E l l a P o m e r o y R ich , " MS. In 
p o s s e s s i o n of M r s . Zu la R i c h Co le , Logan , Utah . 

D a v i s , J a m e s . " A u t o b i o g r a p h y , " MS. D a u g h t e r s of t h e P i o n e e r s , 
M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho . 

E b o r n , M a r y A g n e s . " H i s t o r y of the Life of M r s . A g n e s T o o m e r , " MS. 
D a u g h t e r s of the P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho . 

E l m e r , Susan K. , e t . a l . "A Ske tch of the Life of J o s e p h T h o r n t o n , " MS. 
D a u g h t e r s of the P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho . 

G i b b s , E l i z a b e t h , e t . a l . "A B r i e f H i s t o r y of W m . G e o r g e Co le , " MS. 
D a u g h t e r s of the P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho . 

Hauck , D e s e r e t B u r b a n k . " A u t o b i o g r a p h y , " MS. D a u g h t e r s of the 
P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho . 

H a n s e n , E m m a H u m p h r i e s . "A B i o g r a p h y of S a m u e l H u m p h r e y s , " MS. 
D a u g h t e r s of the P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho . 
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Haddock , E d i t h P a r k e r . " B i o g r a p h y of John H y m a s , " MS. D a u g h t e r s 
of the P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , I daho . 

. " B i o g r a p h y of E l i z a b e t h W a l l e n t i n e , " MS. D a u g h t e r s of the 
P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho . 

" B i o g r a p h y of R o b e r t P r i c e , " MS. D a u g h t e r s of the P i o n e e r s , 

M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho . 

Hoge , B e r t h a C. "L i fe S k e t c h of M a r y Ann F o w l e r N e a r , " MS. 
D a u g h t e r s of the P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho . 

K n u d s e n , C a r o l i n e M a t h i s o n . "A Sho r t H i s t o r y of M y F a t h e r M i c h a e l 
M a t h i s o n , " MS, D a u g h t e r s of the P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho . 

L i n d s a y , M r s . C h a r l o t t e . " A u t o b i o g r a p h y , " MS. D a u g h t e r s of the 
P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho . 

L o n g h u r s t , M a r g a r e t . " H i s t o r y of S a m u e l B r y s o n , J r . , " MS, D a u g h t e r s 
of the P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho . 

L y m a n , F e r n W e l k e r . "A H i s t o r y of the Life of J a m e s A l b e r t W e l k e r , " 
MS. D a u g h t e r s of the P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , I daho . 
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D a u g h t e r s of the P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , I daho . 
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M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho . 

P e a r c e , A g n e s H o g e n s e n . " A u t o b i o g r a p h y , " MS. D a u g h t e r s of the 
P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho . 

P e r k i n s , Anna M a r i a Bunney . " A u t o b i o g r a p h y , " MS. D a u g h t e r s of t h e 
P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho . 

P e t e r s o n , M a r y A . "A B r i e f H i s t o r y of the L i v e s of My G r a n d p a r e n t s , 
Dan ie l J o h n s o n and M a r y C a t h a r i n e J e n s e n , " MS. D a u g h t e r s of 
the P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho . 

R i c h , M a r y Ann P h e l p s . " A u t o b i o g r a p h y , " MS. In p o s s e s s i o n of Zula 
R i c h Co le , L o g a n , Utah . 

R i c h a r d s , E l f ie S tuck i . "L i fe of M a r g a r e t h a H u b e r S tuck i , " MS. D a u g h ­
t e r s of the P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , I daho . 
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S h e p h e r d , L i l l a s G r i m m e t t . " S a r a h E l i z a b e t h Clif ton S h e p h e r d , " MS. 
D a u g h t e r s of t h e P i o n e e r s , M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho . 

T e r r e l l , H a r r i e t S. R. " B i o g r a p h i c a l Ske tch of F r a n k l i n D. R i ch , " MS. 
On fi le in the L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office, Sa l t L a k e Ci ty , U tah . 

B . BOOKS 

A r n o l d , R. R o s s . Indian W a r s of Idaho . Ca ldwe l l , Idaho: Caxton P r i n t e r s , 
L t d . , 1932. 

B a n c r o f t , H. H. H i s t o r y of Wash ing ton , Idaho and Mon tana , Vol . XXXI. 
San F r a n c i s c o : H i s t o r y Company P u b l i s h e r s , 1890. 

B e r r e t t , W i l l i a m E . The R e s t o r e d C h u r c h . Sa l t L a k e Ci ty , Utah: 
D e p a r t m e n t of E d u c a t i o n of the C h u r c h of J e s u s C h r i s t of L a t t e r - d a y 
S a i n t s , 1936. 

B e a l , M. D. H i s t o r y of S o u t h e a s t e r n Idaho . C a l d w e l l , Idaho : Caxton 
P r i n t e r s , 1942. 

B r o s m a n , C. J . H i s t o r y of the S ta te of Idaho . New York , Ch icago , Bos ton : 
C h a r l e s S c r i b n e r ' s Sons , 1918. 

Book of M o r m o n . Sal t Lake City, Utah: C h u r c h of J e s u s C h r i s t of L a t t e r -
day S a i n t s , 1947 ed i t ion . One of the four s a c r e d s c r i p t u r e s of the 
pub l i sh ing C h u r c h . 

Budge , J e s s e R. S. The Life of W i l l i a m Budge . Sal t L a k e City: D e s e r e t 
N e w s P r e s s , 1915. 

C a r l t o n , A. B . The W o n d e r l a n d s of the W e s t . No p l a c e o r p u b l i s h e r g iven . 
A v a i l a b l e in the l i b r a r y of the U n i v e r s i t y of Utah . 

D a u g h t e r s of the P i o n e e r s . H i s t o r y of S o u t h e a s t e r n Idaho . No p l a c e o r 
p u b l i s h e r g iven . J u n e 15, 1930. In p o s s e s s i o n of M r s . Ne l l i e G. 
Sp ide l l , M o n t p e l i e r , Idaho . 

Defenbach , B y r o n . The S ta te We L i v e In. Ca ldwe l l , Idaho: Caxton 
P r i n t e r s , L t d . , 1933. 

. Idaho the P l a c e and Its P e o p l e . Vol . I, II. Ch icago , New York : 

The A m e r i c a n H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty , 1933. 

D o c t r i n e and C o v e n a n t s . Sa l t L a k e Ci ty , Utah: C h u r c h of J e s u s C h r i s t 
of L a t t e r - d a y S a i n t s . 1947 ed i t ion . 



- 1 9 5 -

Dona ldson , T h o m a s . Idaho of Y e s t e r d a y . Ca ldwe l l , Idaho . Caxton 
P r i n t e r s , L t d . , 1941 . 

E v a n s , John H e n r y . C h a r l e s Cou l son R ich , P i o n e e r B u i l d e r of the 
W e s t . New York! T h e M a c m i l l a n Co. , New Y o r k , 1936. 

E l l i o t , W a l l a c e W. and C o m p a n y . H i s t o r y of Idaho T e r r i t o r y . 421 
M o n t g o m e r y St. , San F r a n c i s c o , C a l i f o r n i a : W a l l a c e W. E l l i o t 
and Co. , 1884. W r i t t e n by a g r o u p of w r i t e r s u n d e r the s p o n s o r s h i p 
of the pub l i sh ing c o m p a n y . 

F r e n c h , H. T . H i s t o r y of Idaho . 3 v o l s . Ch icago : The L e w i s P u b l i s h i n g 
C o . , 1914. 

G o u l d e r , W. A. R e m i n i s c e n c e s . B o i s e , Idaho: T i m o t h y R e g a n , 1909. 

G r e e n w o o d , Annie P i k e . We S a g e b r u s h F o l k s . New York , London: 
D. A p p l e t o n - C e n t u r y Co. , Inc . , 1934. 

Ha i l ey , John . H i s t o r y of Idaho . B o i s e , Idaho: S y m s - Y o r k Co. , Inc . , 
1910. 

H u n t e r , Mi l ton R. B r i g h a m Young, the C o l o n i z e r . Sa l t L a k e City, Utah: 
D e s e r e t N e w s P r e s s , 1940. 

. B e n e a t h Ben L o m o n d ' s P e a k s . Sal t L a k e City, Utah: D e s e r e t 
News P r e s s , 1944. 

J e n s e n , A n d r e w . E n c y c l o p e d i c H i s t o r y of the C h u r c h . Sal t L a k e Ci ty , 
Utah: D e s e r e t News P r e s s , 1941 . 

K i m b a l l , So lomon F . T h r i l l i n g E x p e r i e n c e s . Sa l t L a k e Ci ty , Utah: 
M a g a z i n e P r i n t i n g Co. , 1909. 

Life of David P . K i m b a l l . Sal t L a k e Ci ty , Utah: The D e s e r e t 
N e w s , 1918. 

M o r g a n , Da l e L. The G r e a t Sal t L a k e . I n d i a n a p o l i s , New York : D o b b s -
M e r r i l l Co. , 1947. 

McConne l , W. J . E a r l y H i s t o r y of Idaho . Ca ldwe l l , Idaho: Caxton 
P r i n t e r s , L t d . , 1913. 

O r i g i n s of Utah P l a c e N a m e s . T h i r d Ed i t i on , Sal t L a k e Ci ty , Utah: 
Utah S ta te D e p a r t m e n t of P u b l i c I n s t r u c t i o n , W r i t e r s ' P r o j e c t , W . P . A. 

R o b e r t s , B . H. A C o m p r e h e n s i v e H i s t o r y of the C h u r c h of J e s u s C h r i s t 
of L a t t e r - d a y S a i n t s , Vol . 6. Sal t L a k e Ci ty , Utah: D e s e r e t N e w s 
P r e s s , 1930. 
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Rose, C. E. Civil Government in Idaho. Third Edition, Revised 1915. 
Boise, Idaho: Syme-York Co. , 1915. 

Russe l l , Isaac K, , and Driggs, Howard R. Hidden Heroes of the Rockies, 
Yonkers-on-Hudson, New York: World Book Co. , 1922. 

Smith, Joseph Fielding. Essen t ia l s of Church History. Salt Lake City, 
Utah: Desere t News P r e s s , 1944. 

Stafford, Helen Cor tez . Sweet Love Remembered . Salt Lake City, Utah: 
Dese re t Book Co. , 1946. 

The Idaho Encyclopedia. Caldwell, Idaho: Caxton P r i n t e r s , Ltd. , 
Compiled by the Fede ra l W r i t e r s ' Pro jec t of the Works P r o g r e s s 
Adminis t ra t ion Vardis F i s h e r -S ta te Di rec tor . 

The Lewis Publishing Co. History of Idaho. Chicago: 1899. Written by 
a group of w r i t e r s under the sponsorship of the publishing company. 

The Lewis Publishing Co. His tory of Idaho, I l lus t ra ted. Chicago: 1899. 
Writ ten by a group of w r i t e r s under the sponsorship of the publishing 
company. 

Tullidge, Edward W. Tull idge 's His tor ies , Vol. II. "Northern Utah 
and Southern Idaho, " Salt Lake City, Utah: Juvenile Ins t ructor 
P r e s s , 1899. 

Wilson, E. N. and Driggs , Howard R. The White Indian Boy. Yonkers-
on Hudson, New York: World Book Co. , 1922. 

C. JOURNALS AND MINUTE BOOKS 

"Bear Lake Stake His tor ical Record, Books 1 and 2, " MS. Minutes of 
the High Council Meetings, June 20, 1869-February 20, 1886. L . D . S . 
Church His to r i an ' s Office: Salt Lake City, Utah. 

"Bear Lake Stake His tor ica l Record, Book 3, " MS. Minutes of the High 
Council Meetings, March 10, 1886-Ju ly lO, 1888. L . D . S . Church 
His to r ian ' s Office: Salt Lake City, Utah. 

"Bear Lake Stake His tor ical Record, Book 4, " MS. Minutes of the High 
Council Meetings, December 26, 1890-November 6, 1897. L . D . S . 
Church His to r ian ' s Office: Salt Lake City, Utah. 

"Bear Lake Stake His tor ical Record, Book A, " MS. Minutes of the 
Stake Pr ies thood Meetings, November 20, 1875-Ju ly7 , 1897. L . D . S . 
Church His to r ian ' s Office: Salt Lake City, Utah. 
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"Bear Lake Stake His tor ical Record, Book B, " MS. Minutes of the Stake 
Organization and Stake Conferences, August 25, 1877-November 20, 
1887. L. D.S . Church His to r ian ' s Office: Salt Lake City, Utah. 

"Bear Lake Stake His tor ica l Record, Book C, " MS. Minutes of Stake 
Pr ies thood Meetings, November, 1877-December 6, 1890. L . D . S . 
Church His tor ian ' s Office: Salt Lake City, Utah. 

"Bear Lake Stake His tor ical Record, Book D, " MS. Minutes of the 
Conference Meetings, February , 1888-December 1896. L . D . S . 
Church His to r ian ' s Office: Salt Lake City, Utah. 

"Bear Lake Stake His tor ical Record, Book E, " MS. Minutes of Stake 
Pr ies thood Meetings, May 2, 1891-November 5, 1898. L . D . S . 
Church His tor ian ' s Office: Salt Lake City, Utah. 

"Bear Lake Stake His tor ical Record, Book F, " MS. Minutes of Conference 
Meetings, March 1897-May 31, 1902. L . D . S . Church His to r ian ' s 
Office: Salt Lake City, Utah. 

"Bear Lake Stake His tor ical Minutes, Book G, " MS. Minutes of Stake 
Pr ies thood Meetings, December 3, 1898-December 5, 1903. L . D . S . 
Church His to r ian ' s Office: Salt Lake City, Utah. 

"Bear Lake Stake High P r i e s t s Quorum Minutes, " MS. July 12, 1896-
August 20, 1905. L . D . S . Church His to r ian ' s Office: Salt Lake City, 
Utah. 

" C o m m i s s i o n e r s ' Minutes of Bear Lake County, Idaho, Book 1 , " MS. 
1875-1895. Courthouse: P a r i s , Idaho. 

" C o m m i s s i o n e r s ' Minutes of Rich County, Utah, Book 1 , " MS. 1864-
Courthouse: Randolph, Utah. 

"Conference Minutes and F a s t Meeting Minutes - - P a r i s F i r s t Ward, " MS. 
September 26, 1877-October 19, 1885. L . D . S . Church His to r ian ' s 
Office: Salt Lake City, Utah. 

" E l d e r ' s Quroum Minutes, Liber ty Branch, " MS. December 5, 1875-
January 3, 1887. L . D . S . Church His to r ian ' s Office: Salt Lake City, 
Utah. 

"His tor ica l Record, Laketown Ward, Book 1 , " MS. September 23, 1877-
January 3, 1889- L . D . S . Church His to r ian ' s Office: Salt Lake City, 
Utah. 

"His tor ica l Record, Laketown Ward, Book 2, " MS. March 9, 1889-
September 23, 1894. L . D . S . Church His to r ian ' s Office: Salt Lake 
City, Utah. 
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" H i s t o r i c a l R e c o r d , L a k e t o w n W a r d , Book 3, " MS, O c t o b e r 1, 1894-
S e p t e m b e r 19, 1897. L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e 
Ci ty , Utah. 

" H i s t o r i c a l R e c o r d , L a k e t o w n W a r d , Book 4, " MS. S e p t e m b e r 23 , 1897-
M a r c h 29, 1903. L . D . S . C h u r c h His tor ian ' • s Office: Sal t L a k e Ci ty , 
Utah . 

" H i s t o r y of B r i g h a m Young, " MS. L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: 
Sal t L a k e City, Utah. T h i s i s t h e w o r k of s c r i b e s and s e c r e t a r i e s 
u n d e r the d i r e c t i o n of B r i g h a m Young. It is a da i ly r e c o r d w r i t t e n 
in the f i r s t p e r s o n c o v e r i n g the p e r i o d f r o m 1844-1877: the t i m e 
d u r i n g which B r i g h a m Young w a s the P r e s i d e n t of the L a t t e r - d a y 
Sa in t C h u r c h . T h i s r e c o r d is s o m e t i m e s r e f e r r e d to a s t h e " D o c u ­
m e n t a r y H i s t o r y of the C h u r c h . " 

J e n s e n , A n d r e w . " H i s t o r y of B e a r L a k e S t a k e , " MS. L . D . S . C h u r c h 
H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e Ci ty , Utah . Th i s i s a c o l l e c t i o n of 
i n f o r m a t i o n p e r t a i n i n g to the h i s t o r y of e a c h L. D. S. s e t t l e m e n t in 
the B e a r L a k e Va l l ey . 

J e n s e n , A n d r e w . " H i s t o r y of M o n t p e l i e r S t ake , " MS. L . D. S. C h u r c h 
H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e City, Utah . T h i s con t a in s da t a p e r ­
t a in ing to the M o n t p e l i e r S t a k e . It a l s o c o n t a i n s s k e t c h e s of h i s t o r y 
p e r t a i n i n g to t h o s e L . D , S . s e t t l e m e n t s f o r m e r l y in the B e a r L a k e 
S take wh ich now c o m p o s e the M o n t p e l i e r S t a k e . 

J e n s e n , A n d r e w . " H i s t o r y of F r a n k l i n S take , " MS. L . D . S . C h u r c h 
H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e Ci ty , Utah . A c o l l e c t i o n of i m p o r t a n t 
da t a p e r t a i n i n g to the F r a n k l i n S t ake . 

" L a t t e r - d a y Sain t J o u r n a l H i s t o r y , " MS. L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s 
Office: Sal t L a k e City, Utah . Th i s i s a da i ly r e c o r d of the i m p o r t a n t 
e v e n t s of the L a t t e r - d a y Sa in t C h u r c h f r o m i t s o r g a n i z a t i o n in 1830 
to the p r e s e n t t i m e . It i n c l u d e s l e t t e r s , off ic ial r e p o r t s , m i n u t e s of 
i m p o r t a n t C h u r c h m e e t i n g s , n e w s p a p e r a r t i c l e s , and any m a t e r i a l 
of i n t e r e s t to the C h u r c h . 

" L e s s e r P r i e s t h o o d Mee t ing M i n u t e s , P a r i s F i r s t W a r d , " MS. S e p t e m b e r 
26, 1 8 7 7 - O c t o b e r 19, 1885. L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Off ice: Sal t 
L a k e Ci ty , U tah . 

" M . I. S. Minu te Book 1, F i s h Haven , " MS. J a n u a r y 26, 1 8 7 7 - F e b r u a r y 23 , 
1884. L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e Ci ty , Utah . 

" O r i g i n a l J o u r n a l s of the P i o n e e r s of 1847, " MS. L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s ­
t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e Ci ty , Utah . T h i s i s a c o m p o s i t e copy of 
the da i ly j o u r n a l s w r i t t e n by W i l l i a m Clay ton , H o w a r d E g a n and o t h e r 
m e m b e r s of B r i g h a m Young ' s f i r s t c o m p a n y to e n t e r Utah . 
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" P r i e s t h o o d Mee t ing M i n u t e s , G a r d e n Ci ty , " MS. M a r c h 28, 1898-
N o v e m b e r 8, 1908. L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e 
Ci ty , Utah . 

" P r i e s t h o o d Mee t i ng M i n u t e s S. C h a r l e s W a r d , Book 2, " MS. D e c e m b e r 
9, 1 8 9 4 - J a n u a r y 18, 1906. L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t 
L a k e Ci ty , Utah . 

" P r i m a r y Record Book Nounan, " MS. N o v e m b e r 1, 1 8 9 4 - F e b r u a r y 20, 
1903. L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e Ci ty , Utah . 

"Re l i e f Soc i e ty T e a c h e r s ' Mee t ing M i n u t e s , " MS. F e b r u a r y 25, 1878-
O c t o b e r 20, 1892. M e e t i n g s w e r e he ld in P a r i s , I daho . L . D . S . 
C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e Ci ty , U tah . 

" S t a t i s t i c a l R e p o r t St. C h a r l e s W a r d , " MS. A p r i l 27, 1 8 7 8 - D e c e m b e r 3 1 , 
1906. L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e Ci ty , Utah. 

" T e a c h e r s ' Mee t ing Minute Book, B l o o m i n g t o n , " MS. F e b r u a r y 20, 1882-
N o v e m b e r 28, 1898. L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e 
Ci ty , Utah. 

" T e a c h e r s ' Q u o r u m Mee t ing M i n u t e s Book, B l o o m i n g t o n , " MS. M a r c h 6, 
1 8 6 9 - J a n u a r y 1, 1882. L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e 
City, Utah . 

" T e a c h e r s ' Q u o r u m M i n u t e s , G a r d e n City, " MS. M a r c h 28, 1898-
J a n u a r y 11, 1909. L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e Ci ty , 
U tah . 

" T e a c h e r s ' Minu te Book, F i s h Haven , " MS. J a n u a r y 25, 1 8 7 5 - A p r i l 1, 
1906. L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e Ci ty , U tah . 

" T e a c h e r s ' Q u o r u m M i n u t e s , St. C h a r l e s , " MS. D e c e m b e r 16, 1866-
N o v e m b e r 25, 1895. L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e 
Ci ty , Utah . 

" T h o m a s S l e i g h t ' s J o u r n a l , " MS, T h i s i s a da i ly r e c o r d k e p t by T h o m a s 
S le igh t , who w a s one of the o r i g i n a l p i o n e e r s to the B e a r L a k e V a l l e y . 
O c c a s i o n a l l y he would m i s s a few d a y s o r a few m o n t h s . Often the 
da i ly no te s w e r e b r i e f but i m p o r t a n t . The l a t e r s e c t i o n s con ta in 
c o p i e s of a r t i c l e s he w r o t e on t h e e a r l y h i s t o r y of the v a l l e y u n d e r 
the t i t l e " F o r t y Y e a r s Ago . " The w r i t e r u s e d a copy wh ich had b e e n 
ed i ted by D r . I r a H a y w a r d . The Sle ight f a m i l y of P a r i s , Idaho , 
s t i l l h a s the o r i g i n a l v o l u m e s . C o p i e s a r e a v a i l a b l e f r o m I r a N. 
H a y w a r d , Logan , Utah, o r L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sa l t 
L a k e Ci ty , U tah . 
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" W a r d R e c o r d , B looming ton , Book A, " MS. 1897-1908 . L . D . S . 
C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e Ci ty , Utah . 

" W a r d R e c o r d Book, F i s h Haven , " MS. A p r i l 25, 1 8 7 5 - A p r i l l , 1906. 
L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e City, Utah. 

" W a r d R e c o r d Book, L i b e r t y , Book B, " MS. June 4, 1 8 9 2 - D e c e m b e r 9, 
1894. L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e Ci ty , Utah . 

' W a r d R e c o r d , St. C h a r l e s , Book A, " MS. O c t o b e r 28, 1894-
N o v e m b e r 5, 1899. L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e 
Ci ty , U tah . 

" W a r d R e c o r d , St. C h a r l e s , Book B, " MS. O c t o b e r 28, 1 8 9 4 - N o v e m b e r 5, 
1899. L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e Ci ty , Utah . 

" W a r d R e c o r d Book, Ovid , " MS. S e p t e m b e r 20, 1 8 7 7 - M a y 2 6 , 1900. 
L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e Ci ty , U tah . 

" W a r d H i s t o r i c a l R e c o r d Book, P a r i s Second W a r d , " MS. 1877-1886 . 
L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t Lake Ci ty , Utah . 

" W a r d R e c o r d Book, Round Va l l ey . " MS. D e c e m b e r 11, 1 8 9 2 - J a n u a r y 21 , 
1908. L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e Ci ty , Utah . 

"Young L a d i e s R e t r e n c h m e n t A s s o c i a t i o n M i n u t e s , P a r i s , " MS. F e b r u a r y 19, 
1 8 7 6 - N o v e m b e r 19, 1881 . L . D . S . C h u r c h H s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e 
Ci ty , Utah . 

D. N E W S P A P E R S , P E R I O D I C A L S , AND R E P O R T S 

Budge , J e s s e R. S. " E a r l y D a y s in the B e a r L a k e V a l l e y - - ' T h e P a r i s 
C o - o p , ' " Utah H u m a n i t i e s R e v i e w , Vol . 2 (1948), p . 79. 

D e s e r e t N e w s . Sa l t L a k e Ci ty , Utah: The official da i l y o r g a n of the 
C h u r c h of J e s u s C h r i s t of L a t t e r - d a y S a i n t s . P u b l i c a t i o n began in 
1850. Cop ies in the L . D . S . C h u r c h H i s t o r i a n ' s Office: Sal t L a k e 
Ci ty , Utah . 

K i m b a l l , So lomon F . " P r e s i d e n t B r i g h a m Y o u n g ' s F i r s t T r i p to B e a r 
L a k e Va l l ey , " I m p r o v e m e n t E r a , X (1906-7) , 296 . 

P a c i f i c N o r t h w e s t Q u a r t e r l y . Vol . XXVIII, S e a t t l e , W a s h i n g t o n : U n i v e r ­
s i ty of Wash ing ton , U n i v e r s i t y S ta t ion , 1937. 

P a c i f i c N o r t h w e s t Q u a r t e r l y . Vol . XXXi, S e a t t l e , Wash ing ton : U n i v e r s i t y 
of W a s h i n g t o n , U n i v e r s i t y S ta t ion , 1940. 



- 2 0 1 -

Report of the Governor of Idaho to the Secre ta ry of the Inter ior 1886. 
Washington: Government Pr in t ing Office, 1885. 

Report of the Governor of Idaho to the Sec re t a ry of the Interior 1887. 
Washington: Government Print ing Office, 1886. 

Report of the Governor of Idaho to the Secre ta ry of the Inter ior 1890. 
Washington: Government Pr int ing Office, 1890. 

Rich, J . C. "Interest ing Fac t s About Bear Lake County, " News 
Examiner (Montpelier, Idaho), April 17, 1947. This a r t ic le was 
originally published in the Bear Lake Democra t ( P a r i s , Idaho) in 
1894. 

Rich, Standley H. 1919 Annual Financial Report of Bear Lake County. 
P a r i s , Idaho: P a r i s , Idaho, 1920. 

Smith, Joseph F . and Edward H. Anderson (edi tors) , "Bapt ism of 
Washakie, " Improvement E r a , XI (1907-1908), 628-30. 

Smith, Joseph F . and Edward H. Anderson (edi tors) , "Death of Chief 
Washak ie , " Improvement E r a , 111(1899-1900), 472-5. 

State of Idaho. Official Report of the Bureau of Immigrat ion, Labor, 
and Sta t is t ics , 1905-6. Compiled under the direct ion of Allen 
Mil le r - -Commiss ioner . 

E. PERSONAL INTERVIEWS - - (made in 1947 and 1948) 

Austin, Tor rey L. Age 66. Liberty, Idaho. Son of E . N. Austin, who 
was the La t t e r -day Saint bishop of Liberty Ward for forty-four y e a r s . 

Broomhead, Minnie. Approximate age 75. L . D . S . Church His to r ian ' s 
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