%%4%Zi,éajﬁﬂ{pg%ﬂ4eﬁmmﬁaé{,
HISTORY OFbLYDIA KNIGHT YOUNG
Pearl g. YMoGee

© My greandmother, Lydia Knight Young, wag born of noble
parentage, KnewellKni 1t and L{dia Go%-wait “night, Herh

a r a ¢ 8 e Prophet Jose
gmfggfs ¥ﬁ9§ %8¥% tﬂgdfggsg goue & mgrrfgd by ghe Prophgt,

and previocusly he had received a revelation regarding their
union making it known that theirunion was brought about by
God's will, Little Lydis was ca:ried safe and warm close to
her mother's heart during the last terrible persecution of

the saints and the prophet in Nauvoo., Lydia was born June

6th 1844 and Joseph Smith was murdered by a mob on June £7th.
Although Lydia's mother wac & dear c¢lose friend of the

Prophet and his family, she was too 11l to see his remains

or to attend the funeral servieey but her father Knewel

Knight was among the faithful few to behold the bodies of
Joseph and Hyrum and to help with the secret buriel., Their
hearts, as were all the falthful saints were crushed and bleed-
ing with the tragdey. During the years of 45 and 46 little
Lydia thrived and grew into a fair haired toddler, although

the family was in constant danger from mobs of masked men,

who moleeted the saints in Nauvoo in every way possible.

Her femily left Nauvoo April 17th 1846, with only whzt two
poorly constructed wagens and 3 yoke of oxens could carry,
they also took along their two cows,

As & two year o0ld child we see Qidia eleeping, playing
and making herself guite at home in the covered wzgon which
was her homey or playing around the cemp fire carefully
watched by her mother. The iauwgay wag slow and several
stops were made as the men tried to add to their provisions
along the way. That winter was spent on the Ponco-Indian
Feservation where a friendly tribe had effered the company
of sainte camping room and proteetion., The men put up
crude log cabing for their familiee masking them as comfort-
able as possible, but they were all restless and anxious to
be on their way to the unknown land where they might find
peace and establieh themselves in homes, One night in
January Lydiats mother was e¢alled to the bedside of her
father who had been very sig¢k, "I have an acute pain in
my side, Lydia," he eaid, " Be Quick my dear." Little
Lydia stood wide eyed and frightened as she watched her
mother apply the remedys she had,; t¢ relieve the pain of
the father, but nothing gave him relief. ¥Lydia," the
dying men whispered, *I must leave you, Joseph needs me.
Don't grieve too much, you will be protected.” But the
young mother eried,® n't give up my dear husband, think
of me and our six little childrem being left in this Indian
country. Knewel, I can't let you go," The father looked
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at his wife and children as they hovered around his bed, "My
dear, I will not leave you now," he said weakly, Immediately
his body was convulsed with such sevier pain that hie wife and
¢hildren could not bear to witness it, The mother and child-
ren all kneeled around his bed and prayed that God's will be
done and if the husband and father was needed on the other-
side he could go in peace, The prayer was scercely ended and
he passed peacefully away, They made him a rude coffin out
of one of the wagon beds and laid him to rest in the frozen
ground of the indian country, and the widow and her children
took up the burden of living as best they could, Lydla could °
hear her mother going about the house saying with calm pale
lips, "The Lord's will be done, He doeth all things well,"

In April of that year the fatherless family went to Winter
Quarters, and in August a baby boy wes added to the family,
Little three year old Lydia was one day playing on the bank of
the river when the bank caved in and the child was caught in

the swift angry water. Her mother hearing the screams of the
other children Jjumped into the water and rescued her small &
daughter from drowning and she was soon playing with the children

agein,

The family stayed in Winter Quarters for two or three yearsj
the mother struggling to cutfit herself and family so that they
might go on together with the saints in Salt Lake City, It
was April 1880 before this dream wag reslized, Lydia was then
8ix yeara of age when they arrived there im October, Lydia
Knight's family had all been raised to help share her burdens
and how they all worked together for their first home in the
valley. The children made the adobeys and then the two oldest
boys worked for & man to.pay him for laying up the walls, the
boys finished the house &8 bDest they could with a aod roof and
dirt floor, They moved into this home in December and lived
very comfortable and peae¢efull the rest of the winter,

Here grandmother starteéd her school life iIn a school taught

by her own mother. A few years later Lydia Knight moved to
Provo and it was here that grandmother grew to womanhood, she
took on the calm sweetness of her mother and also her energetic
determind qualities, and by these driving forces she became

a school teacher herself, And like her mother, she had a sure
testimoney of the gospel and a desire to live 2ll the principles
as she understeod them, In 1861 she married John R Young, a
nephew of Pree Bri Young, and in this marriage they united
two forces of loyalty ta the Prophet Joseph OSmith, the Knighte
and the Youngs, » fsf \ 2

Grendmother was a plural wife, for grandfather had prev-
iously married Albina Terry, and a great love and lasting
friendship betweeen the Lwo women begen to grow at once.
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Crandfather Toung wae energetic and restless anc wee {illed
with enthusisem for every new se¢itlement, 8o ikls frithful wives
were ofteen left to protect and provide for thelr culldren as
beet,. they could, Their ecrly homes were tente or dugoute
hut were kept &z nest and clean as hands could m:ike them, In
18E2 grandfether wz: called by hiz Bishop te teke hic ox
tesms and go to Omsha, Nebraska to get a eotton Jin wrd Jinneys
to work in the cotton reised in Dixie, My own mother wis born
while he was mway on this trip, He made two trips to some
dielant camp alony the pioneer trall Lo help coor frnilies
to the falt Loke Velley snd was captaln of the vcoon iraine
both prips. Heé wae away from home while cn trnese tripe for
eilx wonths st ¢ tius, end his families suffered aun er wnd
cold im spite of &ll his feithful wives c¢ould do, In the
Spring of 1804 grandfather wse celled to zo ou & wis dlun to
the Cendwich Ielands, 7o ralse the money required ne oola nis
wagons, teams and zll his cattle, He previousliy haid woved
hie frmilies to St. George where he left thex with relatives
and reported for nis miselion, )

Put the destitute condition he had left his T uwily in
praved upon his mind, and though his wives'! letters wecre un=
complaining he could not rest, Por this reasen the church
lesders cut hie mission short and he returned home in October
of that year, He offeredé to help some converts teo zion, so
he wae slow in leaving the missien and he did not resch St,
George until the syring;:ﬁhlass. Upon his &rrival grindwother
was very happily surpr ‘s &he had not known he hod bLeen
relsssed, During his absence she had suffered in s, irit and
body a&s her independent spirit rebelled at what help che wus
obliged to take, and even at that they had suifercd wiih
hunger znd cold,

Flour then wus ¢ 28,00 pay cwt, &and she hud only & lew
daye supply left and had gone without fuel all wincter ex-
cept for the Lrush she had grubbed and carried nhoce, his other
femily bad fared no better. But through all her horxdsuips
grandmother did not complein, for in her heart wie cn abiding
faith end determinavion to live the pel no matter what the
leaders might require of thems On his return he rentcd soue
land and planted 8 few acres of grein and some veyget. bles,
but before ithe crop wes harvested he was erlled to serve In
the LHlsck Hawk war, His duty wes teo furnieh ailitery pro-
tectionfor families from Longvelley and Kanab, /& soon as
that wes sccomplished hw was called to labor anong t.e
indians, trying to bring avout peace between them and the
white settlers, During these years grendmother snd hig other
families were left without the protestion and cere of a
husband and father,

Grandmother was gifted with her hande and alweys kept
busy epinning, knitting and braiding stre w, when she could
- find any, to make into hate, At the time of the silk worm
venture ln Santa Clara, grandmother knit & peir of s1ilk nitts
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and 2 shawl from the £ilk reeled by her mother Lydia Enight,
These articles are owned by the Daughter's of the itah
Pioneers and are in the Etate Capitol building ai the
present time, Her children were &8 well clothed as eurnest
hands and toill could mske them, bul she could nol ¢liweys getl
the meterizl to work with or the food they needed,

In 1873 and 74, President Brigham Young visited Lixle
and taught the people the principle of the United Crder. .
Grendmother accepted the principle gladly end wae bsptised inteo
the Order at Orderville,and wes a feithful member fo1 sevenm
yeors, Here she knew a period of peace, love and security,
fhe wos called to work in the millinary departuent, here w:.s
work for her eager hands and work that she might [ut her skille
ful artistic mind to work as well ss her hands, Che lewined
to do fency braiding with the strawe for the hutz, both
colored and netursl, and to amke feathers and Ulowcrs to trim
the hats for women and girle, About this time che gove bilrth
10 ¥% twin boys, she named them Joseph Smith and yrum Buith,
but they died when only a few weeks old, Two year:s luter she
gtve birth to & fraill little girl whom she nemed Violate,

In the spring of 1877 grandfather was called on & mission
to England, Grendmother remained in the United Order und

found security there from bhunger and want, she worked &t her
appoloted Jjob end cared for her small chiidren as best she
could &nd August thet year ehe birth to her son,

Knewel Enight Young, About thie time en Indian miscionury,

Ira Hatch's indian wife died leaving four helplesz smill child~
ren, and as brother Hateh was away among the indlans grindmos
ther took the four motherless ones inte her home &nd cared =
for them as she did her own, 8he kept the children until

Ira Hateh married sgaim and they lowed her as & mother,

The following short letter wwitten to her husband while

in England will giveg you a plcture of my grandmother, and
her feithful uncomplaining spirit,

Uear Husband ®

The daye work is done, the t¢hildren are sweetly slecp=
ing, and the nine o'e¢leock bugle is sounding, Herd timer, come
again no more, If I koew hard times would couw rno uore to
youy, while you are in that lend of poverty and wretcuedness,
I should be very thankful, I have been treated with much
kindness by the brethrem and sisters here in Ordervilie,

I am striving diligently to ever come selfishness,
and I am gaining ground a little, I feel that 1f tnere are
any more needy than I em, who are lasboring feithiully in the
Order, let them be ser first, I cannot accomplish ae
much work as I ehould like to, but I do ell that I can, I
am waking hate, and hsve charge of the hat depertment,
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ky beby 1ie &8 nice a boy &5 anybody ever hadj and
God knows it 4is my desire to bring him up in such & wey
thet he will be an honor to his parente, Vilate is very
delicatay I do not feel at all essy about hery, but I de
hope and pary that she will be spared to us,.

May the blessinge of the Lerd bew ith you is the prayer
of = Your affectionate wife
Lydia K. Young

Grandfaticr remained on this mission for two ysers, Two
more soné were born to them while living in the United Order
their names were loward and Edward, After the desih of Preg-
ident Young, & period of dissatisfactionon the purt ot some
individuals begin 0 draw away from the order and grandfother
was one of them, Théd actl was a great sorrow to giondmother,
for it went ageinet her loyal and determind nawure, sne felt
theat a8 long ae the Order existed that they were Guiy bound to
gtay in 14, and so she did though her staying wmewnt ¢ tenpere
ary sepsration from her husband, Later on under rresldent
Erastes Snow the order wes brokem up and all meubers wese
honorable relessed firom their obligations, and grendfatier
and grendmother wers aguin united,

Then cawve the years of persechtion of the ploypamest
families, the men were forced to live in what was cszlled, the
underground, and the plurel wives lived in daily fear of
being found by United Btates Officersy They were afrald to
tell their names to any strenger and some men lost thelr
lives., Sickness, pnmtg and fear my grandmother shured
slong with many wives, she wac always bpave ond cheerfull,
but grendfather fimally decided te take his fmmily to Old
Mexico where he would not be a law-breaker., He left his
wife, Albina, in her home in Loa, and with grendmother &and
hie third wife Tamer they left for Mexico, CGCraudmotherts
femily consisted of her three sons, Knewel, Howerd and
Edwerd, Lydie had married H, T, Stolworthy, and remsined
in Huntington, Emery Co.s Utsh, and her deughter Vilate had
diéd in 1883,

The entire trip from Utah to Old Mexico wae made by
wagon, over deserts and mountains and they often sulvered
from hunger and thiret, The Journey was long tediocus snd
expensive snd full of hardships, but shem they crossed the
border they all felt happy and free from their persecuters,
Grandfather left grandsother in Colomy Dublan :nd took his
fomily on te Pachece, While on the trip te Pachaco grand-
father was accidently shot thro his arm and suffered
greatly with it and it was finally amputeted, Crippled as
he was grandfather decided to returm to the United Ctates
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3 ' g thut biteer
4tk his families, but grandmother believing tt““_? Lus
;eraeautians wuulé aguin be thelr lot refy&eﬁ Lo go with him
sud so resained slone with her fumily in Hexicoe

Grendmotner was proud and ambitious and in providing for
her femily well , she toiled beyond her strength, Iloacer
women pluyed se important a part ss the menithelr love of the
and loyalty te their leaders was messured by their unselfish
lives, and their support of their husbands in all they were
called to dos Their toil wern hends showed thelr wao no
effort too great to make for their new homes,

When I wes 11 years old we visited Orandmother in ner
home in imblan, Mexlico., £he had a four~room adobe houce, I
remember there wes flowere trees and shrubs outeide, Ireide
it was neat end cleany and many things had been nede by ser
ewn hands, E€he teught us to braid with long whe.t stroce, come
of them brightly colored and they were soaked in warm wuterd
$he had many sizes ond shapes of wooden blecks tix ¢ the
braid was put over efter it wae sewed together, This wis done
while it wee s#dRl demp and when it was dry it would be the
seme shape and size ss the wood bloek. ¥We alsc lecriaed to
unke horse heir flowers, to knit and crochet,

We were there for her &4 birthday, The ward jeincd in
& celebrztion, She wae president of the primery escocietion,
ve had home-mede lce-oresm, the first thet grendaolier had
esten up well ss many of mm us children, I hove met cever:zl
people wvho ceme from Mexico they kmew, and loved her Jor her
sweet friendly ways , and sdmired her feithfulnes: in living
her religion and her love and devotiom to her family,

S8he wes Aunt Lydia to everyone who knew her well, Eer
sons and deughters were faith Latter-day eeints, The
honored and blessed her memory by being trus and feltal
workers, Her love for the gospel was stronger than her
frail body. She died in 1805 when she was 6l years old,
She wee only sick a short time, and had been active in her
chureh duties to the very last,

Home for her, had ne o8} s suffering, and
hetdships, thre them all she fo & way, Her necver
feiling courage banished doubt and conquered feur, Che
was mother, wife , and pariner~ Every inch e plonscr,



