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1o all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, PHILO W. RAYNOR, a
citizen of the United States, and a resident
of Findlay, in the county of Hancock and
State of Ohio, have invented certain new and
useful Improvements in Trucks for Moving
Pianos; and I do hereby declare that the fol-
lowing is a full, clear, and exact desecription
of the invention, which will enable others
skilled in the art to which it appertains to
make and use the same, reference being had
to the acecompanying drawings, which form a
part of this specification..

Myinvention relatesto trucks or apparatus
for moving pianos; and its object is to pro-
vide an improved construction of the same
which shall be easily connected with a piano
and be loaded in a wagon for transportation
or the piano be moved from place to place by

hand and when not in use can be readily car-

ried by a person.

The invention consists in the novel con-
struction and combination of parts her em—
atter fully described and claimed.

In the accompanying drawings, Figure1 is
a perspective view of an apparatus for mov-
ing pianos construgted in accordance with
my invention, the piano being shown in dot-
ted lines. Fig. 2 is a perspective viewof onre
of the trucks.

Before proceeding to describe the invention

" indetailTwould state that there are two trucks
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employed, one at each end of the piano, and
as these trucks are duplicates of each other a
description of one will suffice for both.
Referring now to the said drawings, the
reference-nuineral 1 designates two metal
bars, the lower ends of which are bent at an
angle, forming lugs 2, adapted to engage with
the bottom of a piano. Tothe upper ends of
these bars is secured a horizontal rod 3, to
which are hinged two handles 4, adapted
when not in use to be folded against said

bars, but when in use to be extended at right

angles to said bars, being held in said posi-
tion by chains 5, secured thereto and to said
bars. Secured to said bars at the upper ends
is a board 6, adapted to rest against the end
of a piano and provided with a cushion 7 at
one end to prevent injury to the piano. Con-
nected with the cushions 7 is a strap 7>, which
is lined with one or more sheets of duck or

[ the piano to the trucks.

.down therein.

(No model,)

other suitable material. This strap passes
over the front of the piano just above the key-
board and serves to prevent injury to the
piano while being carried through doorways.
The numeral 8 designates lugs secured to
said bars, with which are connected straps 9,
extending around the front and back of the
piano. Thereisalsoastrap10connected with
rod 8, which extends over the top of the piano.
The object of this strap is to securely hold
Secured to the lower
ends of said bars1is a board 12, the inner
side of which, as well as the board 6, is pro-
vided with a lining or covering of some soft
material, such as cloth or felt, for prevent-
ing marring or injuring the piano. Hinged
to said bars by hinges 13 is a movable U
or angular shaped flame 14, comprising the
horizontal rod 14* and the arms 14° at right
angles thereto, to the ends of which arms is
journaled a roller 15, having metal bands 16
at the ends and the center provided with a
ratchet-wheel17. Engaging with the ratchet-
wheel is one end of a tongue or pawl 18, the
other end of which is journaled to the hori-
zontal portion of the frame 14,

Secured to each of the arms 14® is a screw-
eye 19, in which eye is journaled a horizontal
rod 20, formed at the center with a crank or
eccentrie 21, which is located behind the pawl.
In front of said pawl is a loop 23, provided
with eyes 24 at the ends, which engage with
the said crank or eccentric. One end of rod
20 is formed with a erank 25, by which to ro-
tate the same. Thearms14® of thesaid frame
are formed with slots 26, with which engage
hooked lugs 27, secured to the bars 1. It will
be noted that the hinges or bearings 13 of the
frame 14 consist of plates or offsets 28, so that
the arm 14* of the frame can move up and
The object of this construe-
tion is that when the hooked lugs are passed
through the slots 26 the frame can be raised
slightly, so as to allow the ends of the lugs
to engage over the lower ends of the slots and
hold the frame securely to the bars 1. Tor
the purpose of holding the said frame in such
elevated position I provide a lever 29, pivoted
to the said board, having a pin 30, which en-
gages with the arm 14° of the frame. When

this lever is turned to a perpendicular posi-
tion, said pin will lock or hold it in place.
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As before stated, there is one of the trucks
or devices described at each end of the piano,
and in use the bent lower ends of the bar1are
engaged under the ends of the piano, the lugs
25 being disengaged from the slot 26 and the
frame 14 thrown outward, as seen in Fig. 2,
and the piano secured to the trueck by the
straps. The eccentric and loop are then
turned, so that the tongue or pawl 18 will be
thrown into engagement with the ratchet-
wheel of the roller, thus holding the latter
against rotation. The ends of the piano are
then slightly raised by the handles and the
frame 14 pushed inward, so that the piano
will be supported by the rollers, the weight
of the piano causing said frame to move up-

" ward, so that the lugs 27 will engage with the
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lower ends of the slots in the arms 14°, and
thus hold the frame against the side bars 1.
The lever 26 is then turned to a perpendicular
position, so that its pin will engage under the
1r0od 14* and hold the frame in its elevated po-
sition. Therod 20isthen turned, so that the
eccentric and loop will throw the pawl out of
engagement with the ratchet-wheel to ailow
the roller to rotate and the trucks be moved
over a floor or pavement. The piano can be
lifted into and out of a wagon by the handles.

When the trucks are removed from the pi-
ano, they may be folded so as to occupy but
little room in transportation.

Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim is—

1. In a truck for moving pianos, the com-
bination with the bars connected together at
the lower ends by a transverse board pro-
vided with a cushion and connected at the
upper ends by a transverse board provided
with a cushion at the front end and the lower
ends of said bars turned inwardly at right
angles, of the handles pivoted to the upper
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ends of said bars and the straps, substan-
tially as described. ‘

2. In an apparatus for moving pianos, the
combination with the bars having the lower
ends bent approximately at right angles, the
pivoted-handles at the upper ends of said
bars and the straps, of the pivoted frame at
the lower ends of said bars, the roller jour-
naled thereto, and means for locking said
roller against rotation, substantially as de-
seribed. ‘

3. In an apparatus for moving pianos, the
combination with the bars having their lower
ends bent approximately at right angles, and
the pivoted handles at the upper ends of said
bars, of the pivoted vertically movable frame,
the hooked lugs adapted to project through
slots in the side arms of said frame, the roller
journaled to the ends of said arms, and the
pivoted lever provided with a pin engaging
with said frame, substantially as described.

4, In an apparatus for moving pianos, the
combination with the bars having their lower
ends bent approximately at right angles and
the pivoted or hinged handles at the upper
ends of said bars, of the pivoted vertically-
movable frame, the hooked lugs adapted to
project through slots in the side arms of said
frame, the pivoted leverhaving a pin engag-
ing with the horizontal arm of the frame, the
roller journaled to the frame, the ratechet-
wheel, the transverse rotatable rod and the
eccentricand loop, substantially as deseribed.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own I have hereunto affixed my signa-
ture in presence of two witnesses.

PHILO W. RAYNOR.

Witnesses:
JoHN T. CRITES,
JorN E. BETTS.
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