
THE WII,[ OF OBADIAH

Source: l{ayflorer Descendant Vol Lg 97t B 2 l{ d

Th€ u.tll of Obadlah Bwen of Swansear l{ass.e rlth all
other records or docurentg on fib relatirg to hts estatee found Ln
the Brlstol County, llaoal Reglstry of Probate, at Taunton.

(# B on pedigree cha* #3)

betreen them:

Ita I glve unto ny Granlaon llathan Bowen son of rny Ed son obadlah
Boren to hLn tJre said l{athan Bonen for Ever All that ny tuo Dlvlsslons
of lards ln Rehoboth thc one belng allreadr laid gut & the other rpw due
to be layd out by ye selectmen of Rehoboth eforeeo that lard reh tg
allreaf layd out beirg sqnwhat dLetant fron Bll.sse8 sau mill and also
aII ny Rtght of fresh neador vlzt tso pelcee of fresh neadov the orp
\yeirg,at a -place called the great meadou the other smewhat dLstant
frcm 3 neaclor.

Itt I give and bequeath unto nlr aon Joseph Bowen hls helr€s ard
A.sslgnee for ever All thet rny Division or Divlslons of land layd out
adJa-ent to said Josephs laris within the Torruhlp of Rehobotti aforesd
and allso the uhole of aII my urxlivlded lands throughout the Conmons of
undivlded lands both ln the tonnshtp of Rehoboth & Swanzey aforesaid

Itt I give ard bequeath unto Janres Bowen & Hezekiah Bouen forever
Respecllve\y all that rny lot of land of land lyeirg & being in Rehoboth
aforeso Contaynirg Twenty acres lt betng Recorded to wlllian Bowen in
said Rehoboth land Records and to aII other of my RelatLonc not herein
mentiored that should under arry Tollerable pretence Claine arry portion
of rny Estate left I glve one shllllng alleo tn firll sattisfactlon to thsn
all: Ard whereas there is Amongst my household stuff four pewter platters
that werg glven to ne in my infarrcy when I was Baptlzed I do now glve
orp of s" platters to ny Grand Daughter Katherlrp Bowen And one of thenr
to my Grandaughter Sarah Bowen and on: of them I give to ny Granddaughter
Alice Bowen and the fourth & Iast platter I glve to ny Grard daughter
Elizabeth Hary Bowen. that is to say to each of then a Platter

ftem f Give to rny Grand daughter a smale iron Kettle

Itt I give and bequeath to rny son Thdras Bowen aII the Rest of my
Estate not yet dlsposed of Ard final\y I do hereby make ConstLtute
Appoint & ordaln my sald son Thcrnas Bonen to be my sole Eocecutor of this
my last will and Testarnent & doe allso Charge him to see lt (p.291)
Punctual\r and duely performed according to the ptrpbse & true rneanirqg
thereof Ard I do allso hereby Revoke and uter\r rmll & make void all
former rtlls & testanents by ne at ary ttrae made Elther by rord or
rrightlng to be of no Effect or Use But thls rny last y111 & Testanent
to stard firm & good In wLtness wherof I the said obadiah Bowen have

BOlrEl{
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,) Obedlah Boenr s wlll
29O, and ln Book fII, page

was trlce recordedr in Book flr page
l.

BOI{EN!S mlt)(onanun

(ZzZgo) in the llame of God Arnen the Eleventh day of Decqnbl
orc Thousand seven Hundred & eight I Obadlah Bouen of Swanzey
in fe Cornty of Bristol ln New England leqnan beLng Grown AncLenb &
weake of body fet of sound mird & memory blessed be God for the same
and being rilIlng & desirous to set my house in Order & settle nry
outward Estate rhich lhe Lord in mercey hath Icnt rne I Do make this
rny last w111 & testant fn manner & fom follotng Vlz: Imprinls I
Cqrunit my soul lnto the hands of God rho gave tt hopelng through
grace to Recelve the Rermtssloh of all ny alns And through the Hlrrits
of ny Blessed Saviour Jesus Christ to be rnade perbaker of.the
Inhetritance of ye saints tn Light and my body to be Decent\y buried
according to the dlscresio of my E:recutors of this rny Iast WiIl and
Testarnenb hereafter Narned Ard as touehing such world\y Estate uhere-
with lt hath pleased God to Bleas ne ln thts Iife I give Denlse and
Despose of the sane ln the follmlng nanrnr and form.

ily rrill ls that all my Just Debts rhlch f o'we to ary person or
persons whatsoever he be duely peyd W ny Executr out of rry Estate
ln tfune Conreinient alter rny Decease

hfl" f give to ny rrcII beloved son Smuel Boren of Cohansey
Ten pounds silver norry at the flfteen perryr weight arrl seventeen pounds
of the llke morcy I glve to my sal,d son Sonuel Bowen and ny daughter
hannah Brooks Equally to be dtvided betwi-:rt thern I do also g!.ve to
my daughter hannah Brooks ny bed and bedtng

ften I give to Lidia t{ason a Cow

Itt: I give & bequeath unto ny Grandssps Aron Boren & Daniel
Bowen sons of my son obadlah Boren Deceased to thsn and Each of them
for Ever AI1 yt ny Right & fnterest of and in the larrCs both divlded
and urdlvlded scittuate Lyeing & being w{thin the Towruhlp of Attle-
borrough in the County of BrLstol aforeso F,qual\y to be divided



)

Page 2 The uill of Obadiah Boren

hereunto subscrlbed my nane and afflxed my seale with rny own hand
glven and publised and Declared the day & year first above riritten

Obadiah Bowen (S)
Sigrcd sealed and Delivered
fn the presence of us
Caleb Eddy
John Paddock
John DevotLon

Brlstolss: october llrth 1710 then Ca1eb Eddy and John Paddock
Junr two of ye Hittnesses of the withiq written wilt of 0badlah
Bowen above ilaned Came before me Nathal Palrp Esqr Jod*e of the
Probate of wills & granting Adninistratlons within the Counby
aforesaid & made Oath that they were present ard did see the sald
Deceased slgne seal publish & declare- this fnstnnrt to his will
and Testamt & that he was of a Disposlng rnind when he so dld
and that they together with John Dev6tion the other nltress set
their hands as tritrrcsses at the same time

John Cary Regr
Entered Novr 29 1710 by John Cary Regr

Nathl Palre

(tr'rcn original bond) 0n th Octoberl IZIO, rtThcmas Bowen
of Swanzey in the County of Bristolrf as ttExecutor..., ilf his late
Father Obadiah Bowen of Swanzey Deceasedrrwithr! Joseph Boren &
James Bonen of Rehobothf gave bord for ]O0, rf0urrant Mornyrf.
The bond bears the autograph stgnatures of tllhcnas Boyenrt rrJoseph
Bowen ard |tJanes Bowenrt, also of ttCaleb Eddytt and John Cary as
witnesses.

(fron original inventory) ltt Inventory of the Estate of
Obadiah Bowen late of Swanzey Deceased Apprized by us the sub-
scrlbers hereof october the Lth day Anno Dornini 1?10:

1 Inprs his wearing Cloathes both woollon & Linning 05 10 O.// his Bookes tuo Bibles old & c: OO LZ OO
one sword 5s O0 05 OO

\ one feather Bed & boster a rrillow 2 pair of shet
I &. a pair blarikets and Coverlets 08/ A pair of old Curtairps OO

one feather bed and beding OT
Three bedsteeds at OI
A Table & l{ine Chaires & 3 Chusings: at OI

one penter bason
A pair of stilliard
5 wooden bonles & a tqay & Chnrn
ln silver morEy at 15d weight
one Iron pott & 2 iron Kettles at
hack tongs a palr of Pothook Cardlestlck
one old Brass Kettle & sklllet
two Chaires 12s Horss C[alrns 5s old Iron at IOs

a share & Coulter 5-
one old hand saw 2s bark shave & bearntng Knifes ?s
An o1d wheel ard a hammer--wlth ReaI
more silver nrorny 13 7-2d in y" hoos" 5 5-o: Abroad
Tubs & barills & old Lrmrber
his }ands in Attlebororough divided ard undivided
his lands & meadoss in Rehoboth glven to Nathan bonen
Iands and rights to land in Rehoboth & Swenzey given

to his son Joseph Bowen at
Twenty acres given to James an Hezekl-ah Bouen

A Cubbard hgs & Che:.L 8s 08 08 O

3 Perter plattrs a plate 2 Cupes and warming Pans & 01 OO O

L5 ooo
oS ooorEnr---

Caleb eddy
Jc'hn Carey prisers

since brought in by the Drecrs:
Octbf llr: 1710 An old horss I 5 0
frying pan Cops^Ring & staple O 6 0
a bill frcm Robu Cartter 2 O 0

Thcmas Bowen Ei:rer of the last will and Testanent of obadiah Bowen
late of Swanzey deceased Appeared this fourteenth day of october 17IO
before Nathar Paine EsqrJudge of Probate of uills & c within the County
Bristoll & rnade Oath the -Inventory on ye other side Contalrcs the whole
of the estate that the 

"d 
Dece"seA n ea selzed of & is cqne to hls

knowledge & that when he knowes of arry more he will reveal lt that lt
may be of Record herewlth
John Cary Regr Nathl Paine

Bristol as In the second Book folio 29L Novembr 292 LTI:O the above
and within nrltten ras Erterdr by John Cary Regr

$r5l) 0n t5 October I?11, rfsamuel Bowen of Cohanze in the County
of Salsn in the Province of West New Jerseyr! gave power of attorney to
nlsaac Ayars of Cohanze aforesd late of Rhod fslardrr to recelve frqn
nThcrnas Bo_wen of Swanzey...New Englandtr everthirg trDue by will frcrn his
& my Honld Father 0badilh Bowen $nr D"""ased[. The witnesses Here
Williarn Porter and Sarah l{heaton. 0n 2lr October I7I1, Sarnuel Bowen
acknowledged the instrurnent, before Abraham Porter ard Woollo Dalbo,
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Justlces of the Peace for the County of Glossester & of Provlrrce of
lbr Jersey.i

0n M l{ovenber, 1711r fsaac Ayaro of Cohanzeyr an attorrny for
Sanuel Boren receipted to Thonas Bowen, executor, for I8r lOot
in ful} of a Iegacicr Ln rill of Obadtah Bow€n. The witrpsaes nere
Nathardel llLllerd and John Cary. The pouer of attortry ard receipt
were recorded 15 Novaberr l7I1

$*6\ On 16 October I7II, Ttnotly Brookg & Hannah Bnooks his
wife of Cohanze...w€Jt l{er Jersel gave pouer of attorrny to notr uell
beloved Brother John Brooks of Rehoboth...llev Englardi to receLve
froq.Thmas Boyen of Snanzey evcrything ttDue bI w111 frcn his and our
Hon'" Father Obadiah Bowen SerF Deceasedr. Hannah sigrnd b;r a mark.
The witnesses wene Smuel Bowen, Isaac A;rars ard lllcholas Johnson.
0n 2h October, 1711, Snruel Borcn ard Isaac Ayars I'did Testtf! this
to the act and Deed of the persong whose lands are to the seal8r before
Abrahan Porter and lfoollo &Ibo, JustLces of the Peace for Gloucester
Cour$y1 llew Jersey.

0n l0 Uarch; LTLL/L?, John Brooks of fuanue;r, es attorrcSr for
Tlnottry and Hannah Brooks, receipted to Thoras Borenl executorl for

.8, 103, in money, n& orp bed & beding ln fuI1 of a lcgacie...unto
so Hannah Brookgx. The rltnesses were Jonathan Peck and John Cary.
The pover of attorrny and reccipt were recorded 1O Uarch, LTJ-3-/L?.

$295\ Bristol ss fn Bnistol l{ay the 12:t?12:
The accmpt of Thcnas Bonen of Swanaea ln the County of Brlstol

F,xecutor of the last rLII and Testament of 0badla Bowen lete of said
Swanzey Deceased.

hpTE the said Acconptant Chargeth hirnself rith the Eetate Icft
by the so Deceased Obadl.ah Boren Co4tained in an frwentory upon Record
Amountirg to the sum of 153 O9s O2o.

The Accqnptart further deslreth allowance for such & so nuch
of the Estate as he hath paSd ln legacies to severall of the chlldren
and Grand Chlldren of the s" Decd Obadlah boren given & bequeathed
in hls last riII and Testaner$.
Payd urrto fsaac A3rres for the use of Sanuel Bonen of Cohanse as by

Recelpt the sw of 18-20-00.
payd to John Brooks for the use of Timottry Brooks and

wife asrpr ReceLpt O8-10-OO & orp bed and bedtrg
given s" Hannah

payd to Joseph and Lidi.a trtason orn Cm as prrecipt
Delivered to Jacob Chase orr penter plattr give to his

as f Receipt
Certaln lands given to Joeeph bowen Aecepted of by hln

his Receipt

Hannah hla
a legacle

wl.f Alllce,

as pr

Certaln lards given unto Janes and Hezekiah Bmen by therrr Accepted
as W their Receipt

Certain landg glven io Daniel and Aron Bonen by then Accepted as by thelr
Becelpt

Dellvered tol{ary Boren Allas BuEh es pf Recelpt a pentcr platter given
to hcr ln and by s'will

Delivered to Ablgeil Baen for the use of her Daughter Sarah Boren orn
platter as by her Receipt

Deliverud to Ephraln 9nith for the we of his rife l{ary I emale Iron Kettle
the Rest of the Estgte glven to the E:recutor as by the s" ulII rnay eppear
Brlstol ss By t{athar Esqr Judge of Fro te & c

Thmas Bonen Executor as abovegald presented the above.written
acccrnpt of hlg A&rinistratlon upon the Estate Ieft by his so Father
Obadlah Borpn and ltlade Oath thet lt Contafups a Just end true acccmpt of
his sald Adnirdetration so far as he hath proceeded thereln rhlch I do
Accordtng\y allor ard approve off ard order the eane to be off Record--
Brlstol l{ay the LZz L7L2

Jnrrt Coran ldathal Paine
Entered t{ay llrr LTL?z thts ls to stgntf} that,Alllce the Daughter of
Joseph Bowen the yife of Jacob Chese hath Reco a pewter plattr whlch uas
glven to her by her Honored Grard-father Ln hla last villrl

Slgrnd by Jacob Chase
rroctober f" elrt4 1?10. Then Recd of-Thqnai Boren a Certain peuter

platter vhich rny hond Grandfather gave me in and by his sillrt. Signed
by the rnark of tl,tary Bonen ALLas Hary Bushrr.

These three receipts rere recorded 2h May, 1.712.

(The speIllng and raised letters are rs the vLll reads.)
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