RECORD 0F JOHHM BIRD (90 years old) A4S
TOLD TO MARY ANOMA BIRD, ON TIE i
20th DAY OF JATUARY, 1931. :

I was born at Birmingham, Englend, August 7, 1841. Birm- .
ingham was then a large manufacturing city. I had two brothers
and tvwo sisters, Walter, Williazm, Rebecca, &nd Annie. My mother's
name was anne Russen; my father's neme was John Bird. My parents
were converted and baptized by Apostle Vioodruff whom they hai
heard preach on the streets of Birmincheam. They belonged to no
other church before this, s T know anything about.

Yhen I was fourtesn yvears of age, we left Birmingham to eross
the waters to Americe. Ky eldest brother, Velter, had left
praviously, in the yesar 1lE50. e come with a neighbor boy,

Themas Tew, The boys were then eighteen years of age. Walter
hadi to work to help pay for our ways over., Ve, however, received
our fere from the Church Immigration Fund, &néd had to pay back
the money after we arrived-in America.

e were seven weeks, and two days on the water. Our ship
which was named "3hip Elicus" was bumped into by another ship,
and we were forced to go back and charter znother ship, nsmed
#The Charles Buck." Brothker Jonn Grimmett ceme with us, There
ware three or four other families that came with us, but I have
forgotten them. A son of John Grirmett's, whom I think was named
George was thrown overboard by the wind., He had been standing
by the ropes watching the storm vwhen a sudden faree of wind threw
him into the depths of the sea. Ils Tamily remained undaunted in
their faith, Richard Bellantyne who was president of our company
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encouraged them kindly.

Rebecca my oldest sister was the sweetheart of Thomas Tew;
80 he puid for her fare out here. My youngest sister, annie was
the sweetheart of George Sémption; so0 he pald for her fare,.
These two couples later merried.

We arrived in Iilew Orleans, sailing up the ilississippi Tiver,
end up the illsscurl River to a little lending place that we called
Atchinson. &y father died of cholera here at Atchinscon., He had
worked in the lesd works while in Birmingham, ond perhaps due to
the strain of the trip, the poison worked on him, causing his death.
We then started on a journey across the pleins with ox teams. Our
diet consisted of herbs, milk =znd bread, zsnd what little meat ve :
eould get, but we had no sickness in coming across the plains.

Wie arrived in Utaeh in September, 1855. We went right on
through Salt Leke City to Springville, a very small village et this
time. DBilshop Johnson got us a place in which to live. Ky brother
Walter had been living with,Richaréd Bird, a man of whom we do not
know as to whether he was related to us in any way. -

We lived in Springville ten years. Springville grew very ;
fost while we were there, I was unable to attend the little school



in Springville. Aill the schooling that I had wes re ived in a
Sunday school of the Lormen Chureh while in Englend. I had to work
to make a living, &nd wos thus unable to attend school. I worked
mostly at odd jobs in the village of Farmington, Uteh,

I wanted to lasve Springville so that I could take up land,
and "do better." In the spring of 1864 I ceme to Bear Lake olone,
I wintered with "Bill" Bird who was of no relation to me so Tar as
I knew. "Bill" Bird had come in 1865. The following spring I
started to stake my claims end take up lend. I built a log cabin
with a dirt roof end no floor, securdd what little necessities I
neaded, ond bullt most of my plain furniture. I then sent for my
mother and the ha1utc& ¢f the Tfamily. Iy one sister hed nmarried; s=o
only my mother, sister "Jecoy," end brother Will, and Tom Tew came
up. Willliam moved tu Dingle, Staked claims for a homeatend, and

there married liary ann Sparks,

In the vear "68, I went back on the pleins a8 a night herder--
herded cattle at nights so the Indiam could not steal them. Ve hed
little trouble with the Inddierns. Ve mede friends with them. This
somMe Season vas & very high weter ﬂaﬂann. and 5ix ynung men vere
drowned in Green River. Eishnp Ed. Steck of Fish Haven came almost
getting drowned when Heber Oskey threw a rope to him* He ceught
the rope, was pulled to shore, and was saved.

I heréed cattle here for about three months when we migrated
back to Salt Leke City. Here I found that the last lmmigrant company
was to arrive at Plette. Plette Missourl was the nearest to. Utah
that the railrozd came. I met the trein ond assisted the lest immi-
grant compeny in coming %o Uteh. This was in the yesr 1868, Mary
Jine Whitehead was in this lest compeny. I fell in love with her, and
in the syring of the To'llowing yeear we were married at the Endowmes t
House in Salt Loke City. The Temple 24 net then been built. Beorge
A, Smith merried us. e later moved to Paris, Idaho where I have

lived ever since.

In the early days in U:aw the Tndiens gave us touble, Black
Hawk ond Valker were two bad Indien Chiefs; but Fresident Young
told us to try to win the friendship and respect cof the Indisns.
He sald,"Feed them, and oe kind to then, instead of war with them.?
We d4id this eond to prove that Srighem Yeoung wes right in his esti-
mation we found that vwhen Johnston's .rmy ceme into the velley in
the yeer '6%, I saw the Indlans come in Ir the south in hands
three or Lcar miles long to fight for and preotect the Mormons agsinst
Johnson's aArmy. Then Presi ent Young told the interpreter to tell
the Indisns not to fight. Johnston's army then came on from Fort
Bridger shrcugh Salt Like City ond bullt a fort at Cedar Valley.
These soldiers were a salvoilon to the lormons becsuse the army
offered emvleoyrment to the llormons, a2nd brought hundreds of dollars

into the valley.

I am a Tather of nine ¢hildren. 3y my first wife I had five
¢hildren, Jnne, Junie, John, Erma and lMinnie., Janie died at the
age of eleven years of diphtheria. Anne married YWilliem Hete, and
moved to Cancda where she died in the spring of 1901. The other
three are now living., John wmarried to Ettie Hebeseca Mate, residing
at Paris, Idecho; ZLZmma merried to Francis Orchard, residing in Tooels
Etgﬂ; Minnle merried to ‘Yalter Kelbough residing in Salt L:ke City
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I buried my first wife shortly after tne birth of my youngest
ghild. In this sarme yeor I ret anne Maria Musser at the home of
Ccorge Spencer. 2y my second wife, I had four children, alter,
George, Edith and lona., all of these at thizs tipe ere living.

et Paris, Iéaho. Llona
dith married
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Yalter merried to Sarsh Ludlum, residing . =
married to Henry Ellis living at Horelond, ldsho; La
to Perry Nowland, end residing at Dingle, ILdeho.

T have & testimony of this Cospel I em sure that it is the
true gospel of Jesus Christ or the aui“ﬂ-cﬂul nevelr have endured
the great hardshivs &nd sorrows that thuy édld. The salntzs were
bleszed by God., Only God's hand could have led the: through Euch
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wild, untamed country into these velleys of the maountiins. 1

o o o '] S T T -
1 1 Times hove changed nos

T ] " - -
toox strengtn ond thav strength from oa Hign.

&

tnat their ol gronifatiiers

This new generation will never know all tnat
and grondmothers went through,

g0 thet they might inherit the Gospel.



